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THE SAREC I NARESA BUFFALO RESEARCH PROGRAM, 

In the late 19702s, the SAREC expressed an interest in supporting research on the water 
buffalo. Several collaborative projects between Su~edisll and Sri Lankan scieiltists were 
funded on an nd hoc basis and the idea of a formal multidisciplinary research program 
emerged. As an initial step , a ~vorkshop was held at Peradeniya, at which all previous 
research carried out on tlie ~vater buffalo in S:i Lanka was reviewed. Priority areas for 
research were identified, research proposals were invited and the NARESA was entrusted 
the responsioiIity of management of the program. 

Phase 1 of the program was !aunched in 1983 with a focus on basic research, directed 
to~vards collecting basic data on the buffaio particularity the indigenous, Sri Lankan type. 
Upon evaluation of phase 1 by a coi~suitnnt in 1988, further assistance was granted in 
phase 2, mainly for applied research . In the entir-e program 71 research proposals were 
approved by SAREC . Ofthese 69 were awardcd and 60 were successfully completed. Of a 
financial allocation of Rs. 8.3 lnillion and 19.3 million, for the Phase 1 and pllasc 2 
respectively, Rs. 7 . 7  million and 14.7 million were expendcd. This included the expenditure 
on specific rescarch projects as well as general infrastructure development ic the 
participating institutions. 

iJsi11g i~lfor~nation arising from this program over a hundred publications and presentatio~ls 
at scientific meetings have been made. Six Ph.D, degrees and seven M.Phil. degrees have 
becn awarded to scientists \\rho used project wosl< wllolly or partially for th,;ir thcscs. 
Eight scientists were provided with 2-4 months training programs abroad, connected with 
the work of the pro.ject. 

The objective of the present publication is to sunimar.ize all the activities and to present the 
findings of the project \vhich was funded by S A E C  for twelve years. Apart from the research 
findings , publications and the higher degrees obtained by the iocal scientists, the report i~ldicates 
the upgrading and strengthening of laboratory facilities in iesearch institutions and 
Universilics that resulted from this project. 

As attempt is also nlade to ~dent~f?l  the constrn~nts cncouutercd 111 the elecut~on of the projccl, as 
this would be a useful exerclse for refining thc rnanage~ne~lt proccdurcs for s im~lar  projects in the 
future 
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