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Some
Background
Information

The Southern province has a vast poten-~
tial for development. Neglected by suc-
cessive governments over the years , the
Southern Province today is one of the
most under developed areas in the Is-
land.

Southern Province comprises of 1/5th
of the total land area in Sri Lanka. The
Southern region has a total population
of 1,882,912. This is 12.7% of the total
population of the country. The urban
population in the Southern Province is
2811,000 which amounts to 14.9% of
the total population of the Province. This
is comparatively low when compared
with the national average of 21%.
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neglected areas. Thus, the economy of
the Southern region which is primarily
agricultural and predominantly rural in
character has been relatively stagnant
during the past several decades. The re-
gion has not received sufficient priority
in terms of investments, despite the fact
that educational attainments and liter-
acy rates have been relatively higher in
this region.

In terms of the 1981 Census of Popu-
lation, the Southern Province has one of
the highest rates of unemployment. The
national rate of unemployment was
17.9% (1981). But the rate of the South-
ern province is much higher.
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Galle District - (6376 sq, miles) (163,560 ha)
(128,795 ha)

Hambantota District - (1620 sq. mi) {262,413 ha)

544,768 ha

= 498 persons per sq , km
= 589 persons per sq. km

Hambantota district = 383 persons per sq. km
Unemployment — Gafle District = 27.4% unemployment rate
Matara District = 28,0% unemployemnt rate

Hambantota District = 18.6% unemployment rate

= 2,75% of the land
area of the country

= 1.00% of the land
area of the country

= 4.00% of the land
area of the country

=7,75% of the fand
area of the country

The economy of the Southern Prov-
ince is dominated by coconut, rubber,

The Unemployment Rates by Age and District
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Colombo {Urban} s

Gampaha 216 246 863 835 85

Kalstara i

Kandy, NuwaraEliya 337 292 895 675 30

Kgalle Ratnapura = 358 332 80.2 775 47

Matale, Badulla 390 298 752 725 35

Galle, Matara F -t B 204 86.4 835

Tangalle, Puwm 342 219 855 825 4

Monaragala, Hambantota 39.1 292 8235 785 42

Sourcas:

(1) Mordison 7 Waxlar (19“)Tabl3p. 103

mmmnnmnm)wrmmn 39 A3 p 40

(3) Mortison Waxler (1986) Table 1 p 99

{4) Migistry of Plan implementation (1984) Table 8 p. 30 Table 19, p, 40

Summary of
Southern
Development Pl
* The Galle harbour willbe develoy
linked to an International airport to be

developed at Eraminiyaya in order to

make the Sou!h both a major transh:p
ind a hu

'TheSouthemlndJstrialPromssngmw
(SIPZ) would be estabiished at Koy
and the hinterland around the
andthe alrponwﬂlbedevelopedl
ally .including an industrial astala at
Weerawila airport area.

*The Eraminiyaya International Airport
(EIA) will enable tourist development and
airfreighting of agricultural and mmne
products.

*The Samanalawewa hydro power proj-

ect to produce 140 MGW of power in-

creasing the country’s installed capacf!y
by 12%.

* A coal powered hydro pawar pm]ect
would be established at Chawﬂmwev_va

* Kukule and Jasime complex of reser-
voirs would generate low cost powar for
industrial development. y

* Inrastructure facilties inthe re
bestmngmaned wdh Galle harboi
velopment. Sy

'Anewhlghway linking Colo

- 15 kms away from the oaastlina m n

s' velapnwentlndudngprawn
 culture in Southern lagoons (Galle/Tan-
galle/ ambentotamcfuswe)

Arlyn Abeysinghe

ECONOMIC REVIEW DECEMBER 1990

s e




