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COMMODITIES
]' TEA: Downward Trends in Prices
. The value of gross turnover at
A tTea prices da; the Col.om.bo the Colombo Auctions also drop-
duc 1;ns d retcor de a co}r:tlnlfl}ng ped steeply in the first quarter of
ﬂ:)rwn ar thsmfl thi: ver t Ce I;St 1985 and there was concern that
. e¢ montls o year. Lumula- the anticipated Governmnent Reve-
tive sales averages up to the end of nues from tea export levies would
March 1985 stood at Rs 54.11 per e G T
kg (gross) as against Rs 68.56 per not materialise. ross Turnover
AN which reached Rs 3,693.5 million
kg over the same period in 1984. . .
SRR . in the first three months of 1984
Possibilities of closing the gap
had come down to Rs 2,590.1
between the monthly average of illion in the same period of 1985
Rs 71.30 per kg in‘January 1984 mitiion 1 ¢ P :
scemed more distant by the end of .
March 1985. Prices were moving lTh: guax;\txtxe_s solld al: th:
in sympathy with international Co 0"1‘( 3 deaunuc:jtlo'ns aﬂs‘?s OYVZ
market prices, particularly the a marked ceclne uring this peno- >
London auctions, where in October dropping from 53.8 million kes in
; January - March 1984 to 47.8 kgs

1984 prices which had reached 292
new pence per kg came down to
217 pence per kg by end of March
1985. (See diagram). Gl

in the same period this year.
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Movement of monthly grosé.,_ average prices for Tea
in 1983,1984 and 1985 at Colombo Auctions Rs per kg
and at London Auction new pence per kg
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