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* P L U C K I N G — T H E CASE F O R L O N G E R 

R O U N D S IN UVA. 

(Received 12th September, 1950) 

The following note f rom the pen of an Uva planter is published in 
the hope that it wMl stimuJute interest in an aspect of plucking which 
is too often lightly dismissed as. of no agricultural significance, except in 

- rclatio-n to irnmediaie crop returns. This tacit assumption is contested 
by the writer of this note, who is of the opinion that too short plucking 
rounds may result in bush deterioration. Whether he has proved his 
point or not the suggestion is one which merits consideration. 

Weather obviously governs growth, and the differences in cl imatic condi­
tions between those prevalent i n U v a a n d i n certain other parts of the Island 
are al l too seldom allowed for when the length of p luck ing rounds comes i n fo r 
crit icism-

T h e Importance to the bush of adequate foliage has been stressed i n the T e a 
Research Institute article o n page 66 of the Planters' Association of Ceylon 
Review, V o l , 17, No. 1. 

If the bushes are p lucked less often, the pluckers are l ikely to leave more 
below the level, wh ich means a healthier bush , and, in the long r u n more crop. 

In U v a , growth Is slow in January and F e b r u a r y owing to t h e co ld and, 
therefore, i n spite of blister blight, quick rounds are unnecessary. 

F r o m M a r c h to J u n e growth is certa inly more rapid , but It is important that 
the foliage lost d u r i n g the very severe attack of blister blight (which occurs 
f rom December to F e b r u a r y ) should be made good throughout the depth and 
breadth of the bush ; and this Is obviously more easily accompl ished by a l lowing 
a longer interval of rest between rounds. 

F r o m J u l y to September, owing to the usua l U v a drought, there Is v e r y 
little growth , and therefore short rounds are both unnecessary and costly. 

In October and November long rounds give the bushes a chance td replace 
the foliage lost, or never made, dur ing the preceding drought (May o r J u n e to 
September) . 

In December , w h i c h is a cold, misty month , growth is ve ry slow, and there-
. fore, in spite of blister blight «iuick rounds are sti l l unnecessary. 

C lear ly n o ru le can be laid down for length of rounds, though 11 — 1 3 days 
eeneral ly seems about right, going up i d as m u c h as 18 days after drought, blister 
blight, sunless or cold weather. On ly the superintendent is in a position to 
decide, tak ing into consideration, as he can, the situation of h is estate, the 
vary ing c l imat ic condit ions and the availabil i ty of labour. F i n a l l y , the qual i ty 
of the made tea has been proved to be not adversely affected by longer rounds. 

* The Institute does not necessarily endorse tie views expressed in papers contributed by persons 
other than members of the staff. 
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