TEA

Intercropping refers o cutivation of two or

more crops on the same land in a mixture or
in a regular spatial amangement. Intercrop-
ping in tea serves to maximise land produc-
tivity and to minimise the economic and en-
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cogonut Jands and 75 mroent in- new-plantings,
. total 150-160 per cent. ™

result, a subsidy mu formulated
by an inter-ministerial committee which sub-
sequently received Cabinet approval. More
TRI-RR! trials on tea-rubber intercrop-

ping began in 1990, and-based .on .~
them the subsidies were extendedto
aﬂamm-mmhnds Guide-
lines were issued:in. 1997 :
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tea and rubber in the- Wmmw.
that is @t elevations below 600 m
(2,000'). -Where the soil is uusm-
factory, rehabilitation is necessary
before tea is planted. THe tea and
rubber should be planted
neously.
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Tba‘l&wcent(ofmmp
stand) rubberTSpetoem. total 150 per cent.

i : Tea as:mixed crop 1,500
Rs 100/kg made-tea (tea as monocrop
T e e e
250,000); BOTRAOR !
rubber as mixed crop 750 < W
from 7* year, Rs 37,500 = 42;500Q

kg {rubber as monocrop 1,000 ~ 1,200 kg -

halyear, Rs 50,000 ~ 60,000);
total from interctopped teaand rubber, Rs
187,500 - 242,500.

Intereropping Tea with ¢oconut

insttute %g:l;) Im%?ﬂw«‘Mu (vRy
smallholdings. Based on

ping. systems in
these, guidelines were issued in 2000. Three
sysmmpossible intercropping:tea and
coconut: simultaneausly; intercropping coco-
nut in tea lands, and intercropping tea-in co:
conut lands. To:avoid too much shade on
the tea, coconut is best planted in the east-
west direction.
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Requitements: Lands suitable for both tea and co-

-conut in the mid- and low country, that is at eleva-

fions below 1,200 m (4,000

as monocrop, 160 palms/ha,
“but innew

Coconut as
78 m: ‘_?tmmxxas*;. as mixed crop same

(ﬁmm&) uﬁm X 0.6 m (2) depend-
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.:>. pri; -Tea 60-70. per cent (of monocrop
xisting coconut-fands and 75 per-cent.in
Wmmmmwmtlnemm

' Teaasukesempuoo 1-500

:u.anzoooo 150,000 @ Rs 100/kg

made tea‘(tea as monocrop 1,500 - 2,000 kg/ha/
year; Rs 150,000 - 200,000);

ercrpping

in
Tea Lands

ch Institute of S um

Rs. 150,000 - 200,000

Wuupandmomaopwoo-
MMrhexisﬁng cocont lands;
Rs 15,000 ~ 20,000 @ Rs 5/nut; total from inter-
¢ropped tea-and coconut, Rs 135,000 - 170,000.

Intercropping Tea with Export Crops

Smallholders in. the mid-country have been culti-
vating pepper, coffee and:cloves mixed with tea for
many ‘years. However, with these crops becom-
ing-increasingly important economically and in the
export sector in particular, planned mixed cropping

_now receives greater attention.

mmwonaops. pepper-(Piper nigrum) is
the most compatible with tea of all types. The
' : -grow on shade

vegetatively propagated
mdnna feas: (S\'Gy»in the mid-'and Tow
hatisatmw1200m(4000)

- Pupper #s monocrop, 1,750 vines/ha,
24mX 24m(8')(8').ms mixed crop, 275 vines/
-h& Bmx 6:m (20" x 20') trained to every other
Gliricidiatrée planted at.3 m x 3 m (10" x 10°) in

young tea.
Land utilisation: Tea 100 per cent (of existing

monocrop VP or ST stand), pepper 18 per
cent, total 116 per cent

Yield and.income: Tea as mixed crop 1,000
~ 2,500 kg/halyear (depending whther VP
or ST), Rs 100,000 ~ 250,000 @ Rs 100/kg

X 6.0m{ .x:m a8 mixed = 250 :
800" 10m -WM%O,&% gommnm

as p 750 - 1,000 kgfhalyear, Rs
150.000 b . jm;
total from intercropped tea and pepper, Rs
140,000 - 300,000

Of the coffee varieties, robusta does well in
the mid country (600 ~ 1,200 m) and arabica
in the up country. (above 1,200 m).

Requirements: ST+lands at all elevations
with average to poor stands (Jess than 60
per cent).

Spacing: Coffee as monocrop, 430
plants/ha, 3.0m X 3.0 m (10’ X 10'), as
mixed crop, 275 plants/ha, 6 mx 6'm
(20 x 20Y.

Land ytilisation: Tea 100 per cent (of
existing monocrop ST stand), coffee 64
per cent, total 164 per cent.

§ Tea as mixed
a'op 800 - 1,000 kg/halyear (depend-
ing on vacancies), Rs 80,000 ~ 100,000
@ Rs 100/kg made tea;
coffee ‘as‘mixed crop 300~ 400 kg/ha/
year,-Rs 150,000 ~ 200,000 @ Rs 50/
ky processed coffee (coffee as monoorop
750 - 1,000 kg/halyear, Rs 37,500 -

50,000);
total from intercropped tea and
coffee, Rs 95,000 - 120,000.

Cloves are best planted, at a spacing of 12
mx 12 m (40’ x 40'), at the boundaries of tea
fields since they have a large compact canopy
which casts a thick shade on the tea.

Intercropping Tea with Fruit Crops

Intercropping fruit trees, such as citrus,
mango, avocado and’rambuttan, with tea is
also possible. They are generally more suited
to tea fields having'a: low plant density. In
order to: prevent excessive shading of the
tea, the lopping of some of their branches will
be necessary.

Intércropping Young Tea with Legumes

Since'tea is:normally: planted in rows, 1.2 m
(4 apart, the Inter-row spaces in young tea
could be used for planting short-term, sea-
sonal crops 'such.as: grain legumes (cow-
pea, soybean, green gram and black gram).
This is especially beneficial to smalholders,
since it gives'them an income during the
initial, unproductive phase of tea cultivation.
Intercropping green legumes  will also
minimise, weed growth, and improve soil by
the addition of organic matter from the crop
residues.
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