
FISHERIES 
CONCERN FOR CONDITIONS OF THE FISH WORKER 

T h e fisheries sector has been a m o n g 
•the most disorganised and neglected 
in the economies o f most deve lop ing 
countr ies o f the w o r l d . Invar iab ly 
the actual producers ( f ishermen and 
w o m e n ) reap o n l y a small par t of t h e 
r e t u r n o n thei r c a t c h ; it is t h e midd le ­
man- t rader and retailers w h o appear 
t o der ive most f r o m the labours of 
t h e f i shworker . 

Recent decades have witnessed 
the g r o w i n g invo lvement of G o v e r n ­
ments and in ternat iona l agencies in 
fisheries d e v e l o p m e n t projects in the 
T h i r d W o r l d , par t icu lar ly countr ies 
l ike Sri L a n k a . S i m u l t a n e o u s l y , 
there has been occasional ag i ta t ion 
by small f i shermen in those countr ies 
for b e t t e r m e n t of their c o n d i t i o n s . 
Th is c o u l d be e x p e c t e d in a s i tua t ion 
w h e r e the act ivi t ies and the indust ry 
bu i l t a r o u n d t h e fisheries d e v e l o p m e n t 
schemes d i d not ensure t h a t it was fo r 
t h e benef i t and the d e v e l o p m e n t 
of t h e f ishermen and related w o r k e r s 
themselves. T h e r e is growing evidence 
t h a t their* l iving cond i t ions have d e t i -
o ra ted at d i f f e r e n t levels in var ious 
parts o f the T h i r d W o r l d , since the 
w e a l t h f r o m the sea seems t o have 
accrued t o those w h o have t h e enter-
Pr ien iur ia l p o w e r a n d / o r the c o n t r o l 
over t h e t r a d e . 

A h a t t e m p t was m a d e recent ly 
a t a m e e t i n g in H o n g K o n g w h e r e 
those represent ing the interests of the 
f ishworkers m e t t o p lan an in ternat io ­
nal conference w h e r e fish w o r k e r s 
c o u l d w o r k o u t a p lan for b e t t e r m e n t 
o f the i r c o n d i t i o n s . T h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Conference o f F ishworkers and the i r 
Suppor te rs w i l l t a k e place in R o m e 
f r o m Ju ly 4 - 8 , 1 9 8 4 , according t o 
spokesmen Professor George K e n t 
of t h e Univers i ty of H a w a i i at t h e 
conclus ion o f the three-day p lann ing 
meet ing in H o n g K o n g of f i shworkers ' 
representat ives, concerned social scien­
tists and technoligists f r o m A f r i c a , 
Asia , E u r o p e and the U n i t e d States 

(F ishworkers include c h i l d r e n , 
w o m e n and m e n engaged as c rew 
m e m b e r s , smal l fishers , processing 
workers and sellers). 

" B y any measure f ishworkers 
are a m o n g t h e most disadvantaged 
in every soc ie ty , despite t h e fact 
t h a t t h e y are ma jo r - suppliers o f 
p r o t e i n " , said Professor K e n t . 

Several factors prevent f ish­
w o r k e r s f r o m reaping t h e fu l l bene f i t 
of the i r labour , inc luding c o m p e t i t i o n 
f r o m large-scale f ishing opera t ions , 
dest ruct ion of f ishing grounds t h r o u g h 
p o l l u t i o n , c o n t r o l of the m a r k e t 
by m i d d l e m e n and big corpora t ions , 
the seasonal nature of the i r occupat ion 
and chron ic indebtedness. 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l agencies, nat ional 
governments and local admin is t ra t ions 
have t a k e n some ac t ion in suppor t of 
fisheries d e v e l o p m e n t bu t o f t e n i t 
has not served the interests o f f ish­
w o r k e r s . 

F ishworkers in jeverjil countr ies 
have organised themselves to resist 
these pressures. M a n y however 
r e m a i n unorganised and vulnerab le . 

Professor K e n t said the m a i n 
concern of t h e conference in R o m e 
w i l l be t o e x a m i n e the socio-economic 
s i tuat ion of f ishworkers and t o pro­
m o t e their so l idar i ty and c o o p e r a t i o n . 

T h e In te rna t iona l Conference in 
J u l y , 1 9 8 4 is t i m e d t o coinc ide w i t h 
t h e F A O W o r l d Conference on Fish­
eries M a n a g e m e n t and D e v e l o p m e n t . 

L A . 

ECONOMIC REVIEW NOV '83 


