
Betel  (Piper be t e l )  is a crop which should-be cu l t iva ted  with 

c lose r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  g e t  subs t an t i a l  income. F e r t i l i z e r  requirdment of the 

mop is usual ly  very high as the  leaves  a r e  harvested continuously, To 

obta in  higher y i e ld  with b e t t e r  qua l i t y  leaves  N,P.K and Mg are issery imp- 

ortant .  F e r t i l i z e r  experiments condkcked f o r  a period of three  years 

have concluded t h a t  app l ica t ion  of 93 gm N, 30 &m P 0 60 gm K20 and 15 gm 
2 5' 

Mgo per hundred plant ing points ,  (200 p l an t s  per p lo t )  per month is suf f i -  

c i e n t  enough t o  obta in  maximum y ie ld  with b e t t e r  qua l i ty  leaves* . 
Plant ing two cu t t i ngs  per point  with one foot  spacing between and 

within the  rows i n  beds having 3.5 f e e t  width is advisable. A considerable 

va r i a t i on  e x i s t s  among t he  b e t e l  cul t ivars .  S i ze  and colour of the leaves, 

Pungency, growth hab i t  and epidermal cha r ac t e r i s t i c s  of the l e avesva ry  

c o n ~ i d e r a b l y  among these  l ines .  Bac te r ia l  l e a f  spot  disease causeb by 

Xanthomonas be t l eco la  is a major problem i n  b e t e l  cu l t i va t i on  and we were 

unable t o  f ind out any s a t i s f a c t o r y  con t ro l  measure under f i e l d  conditions. 

This d isease  has  ai ' fected at various s tages  of our f i e l d  experiments . 
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