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"Everything Living Is 

Created From Water" 

Thai quote from the Koran captures the 
incredible importance of water, for without this vital 
resource there is no life. The two basic natural 
resources in agriculture are water and land. One 
becomes the prime resource when it is limited, relative 
to the other, and this demands a more efficient use 
of the limited resource. Water is the more scarce 
resource in the 12 districts of the dry /one which 
produce more than f>0 percent of our padd> which 
is also the mainstay of the dry /one economy. It 
is of crucial importance therefore that water resources 
in these areas are efficiently managed and put to the-
best use. Intact, the ultimate development o f agriculture 
in Sri l.anka depends on water availability and 11-. 
oplimun use. Irrigation development and efficient water 
management have received a fresh impetus in recent 
years in connection with the Mahaweli Development 
Project. Mithcito the main emphasis has been on the 
supply of irrigation water but today it's effective 
management as a scarce resource is gaining importance 
The pictures on this page illustrate some of this varied 
practices and techniques being adopted to derive 
naximum benefits from these scarce resources. 

The s tandard m e t h o d of f a r m d i t ches w h i c h w e r e used t o d i v e r t and 
d i s t r i b u t e w a t e r ro t he smal l f ie lds in the h i l l c o u n t r y of Sri Lanka 
d e p i c t e d above. This p a t t e r n can p a r t i c u l a r l y be seen in the i r r i g a t i o n 
e f fo r ts taken t o d i s t r i b u t e w a t e r f r o m p lo t t o p lo t 

D r y i o n c f a rmers arc today a l ive t o t he ser ious p r o b l e m of wate r scarci ty 
and its e f f i c ien t use. U n d e r t he t r ad i t i ona l pr ac l i . cs e l h c i d i att power or 
human labour has t o be e m p l o y e d t o d r a w water This lias ( t e a t e d a 
sense of a p p r e c i a t i o n of t he value and i m p o r t a n c e a t tached to t h e 
ef f i c ien t use of wa te r T h e p . c t u r c s above and b e l o w dep ic t fa rmers 
a d o p t i n g such p -a : t i r es 

I * * * * * 

Some of t he i nd igenous devices used by the fa rmers at Vavun iya t o 
c o n t r o l w a t e r in t he f ie lds c o m i n g u n d e r l i f t i r r i g a t i o n are seen above . 
M e t h o d s p rac t i sed i nc lude t he ' r i d g e and f u r r o w ' sys tem, and t he 
' b a s i n ' s y s t e m ; t he l a t t e r seen be ing adop ted h e r e . 

The above p i c t u r e shows t he t ake o v e r of t he i m p o r t a n c e of t r a d i t i o n a l 
modes of w a t e r use by m o d e r n i npu ts such as pumps and mach ine ry . 
Studies done in the Vavun iya d i s t r i c t r c v r a l e d changes in values re la ted 
t o wa te r and wa te r use w i t h t he adap t i on of m o d e r n t e c h n o l o g y 


