CONFERENCE OF COCONUT PRODUCERS' |
CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES

A Conference of representatives of Coconut
Divisional Revenue Officers of the main Coco
the Coconut Research Institute on September 13

Producers’ Co-operative Sales Societies and q
nut growing districts was held at the Hostel of
> 1952, #

In the unavoidable absence of the Hon. the

Goonetilleke, and the permanent secretar
on his behalf,

Minister of Agriculture and Food, Sir Oliver
y of the Minister—Mr. K. Somasuntheram was present.

Among those present were :

Dr. A. W. R. Joachim, Chairman, Coconut Research Board ; Dr. M. L. M. Salgado, Acting
Director, Coconut Research Institute 5 Messrs. N. H. Keerthiratne, M.P., Col, W. G. Mack
OB.E, ED., C. A. M. de Silva and C. A. Abeyratne, J.P. (Members of the Coconut Resedrc
Boatd) ; Mr. T. P. Senanayake, Asst. Registrar of Co-operative Societies, N.W.P., Mr. M. Amerd
singhe, Deputy Commissioner of Co-operative Societies ; Mr. O. B. M. Cheyne (Planting Officer)
Mt. P. D. Laurence Fernando (Asst. Planting Officer), several Senior Officers of the Coconut Researe]

Institute, Advisory Field Ofﬁcers and Delegates from the Coconut Producers’ Co-operative Societies
and D.R.O.

Dr. Joachim declared the Conference open and invited Mr. Somasuntheram to preside.

Mt. Cheyne then addressed the Conference on the organisation and activities of the Advisory
* and Planting Division, :

The main points of the discussion that followed are summarised below :—

L. Advisory Service

Ranges—Kurunegala District.—Wariyapola was considered as out of the way and ‘it was
suggested that the Advisory Officer should be stationed at Kurunegala Town. e

Mz. Keerthiratne (M.P. for Kegalle) suggested that Kegalle District should be included in
the range served by the Officer at Kurunegala. : -
Mz,

Ismail (M.P. for Puttalam) pressed for the appointment of a separate Officer for th,ej
Puttalam

District, which required special attention owing to the incidence of recurrent droughts;
II. Demonstration Centres

The Conference was in favour of demonstration centres being established in easil

y accessibrl
centres throughout the Coconut growing Districts of the Island. :

Several Coconut Producers’ Co-operative Societies agree to offer suitable blocks of land fo
Demonstration plots and promised to communicate with the Coconut Research Institute.
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