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~afJ~uuout17uAr roseus (L) C6. El>ol? (!hrnfiy---.Ap~r;)fni\ce~c~ $.+7/?ak; --.-Mjn i-111i) Turrzil---- 
Patti-pco, Blgl i~h-- -Maci , i !g~i~~~ir  PeriwinlltIe) ir t̂cor?:ectly c;~l let1 I/inca :a~.o,~ea is ;I 

pe:.ennial Ilerb or :;ubshrnb c-:nciernic t.;> Rdac-li~gasca.~, and no,y,i widely cilltivil.ted alld 
z;aturn!isc!l in mxly tropical coplnlries. Tn Sri t,anka i t  is a coi,:rnt>n weed jn tile 
dry and in thc we% zones at !ow elevatjc?ili;, espccidly on sandy soil i n  Ilii. coastal. 
a,rcas.' 'rh.(ee dir'ercnt fo'orrrts of  C. r o s ~ ~ ~ s  ti;ave been s.cpor.tcb;" orlc v,,fiite 

flowers arrcl pale grecn slesKis,, a.nor:lzer .fc?;c?rr;z wi:t11 ~ o s c  pink: .lioi:vers an(! %I .~U; I I  :;;:c~:~;i, 
:.lnd 21 t!li& one with pink c:cr.:iersd w;iil.c i!<:)wei-s au.!d, pals. g;.i;e!., s tc~,l,s. C. ,g;!s~i/Jlf~ 
(Murr.) 6;2, 9011 is an a n ~ ~ u a l  hcrb indigcr~ou:.. i a  Sri Lan!c;i :inil Inr-lia. Si1 Ssi L,anl;a. 
it: is a, rs.l:lcr riare wsed o f  ct:itivated land and l3a.s becn rccor-deb cxclr?si~~c;lt/ fis-rjm 
gn.\ccaloa :? !ld J a K m  di:;t.ricts." 

& J ~ I ~ C ! P L ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ Z E S  species ar:a \veil Itnown For their plxar~naceulicnlly iinpi,rtattt 
;Il!caloids.j VincaKeuk.oblesifrle also cailed virrblns'iinc (!JJ-,?l) (0, f i  m~tr~~ ; i Ik : ; lo id  o.f 

1.1:c t''~tl',larrrnfizus species has been uscd in r ireatmerit of levlicrnin ill chilclre11.7 
/?I minor :-ilkaloid, icuroci,istinc also k-l~narn ;is vi~icristitlc (?,CR) (J-I) froria these 
species i s  more potent than VLB and Cctclaes about US$ .4('10,000 per kg. ia 
i;,'hc -$!orld market.2 Ajmallcin~a (A5M) ('{It) a.nd vincamrine (Y/.BG) f [V) a re two otljer 
uscftil. alitalojds reported from t:l~ese specjes.z Akhough $:ha chcnlicat truilsl'ortnafion 
of vea to I X R ,  is k~owa,  Cc~~tXzomr?t/~~s SPCC~CS st21 remili~~ the major source nf thcsc 
valuable ;~lialoids.VThns, t l ~ e  :,~hoie ylarli of C. rossn.i., at, present, is exyor'r.cd by 
local agents to drug ma~-at~fi.~c'l.urers in  Europe for. .the rx!e'aclion oTtbr:se :~lkalolcls. 
TlGs practise has two obvic~us disadvn,iltages. Uprooliia~ the whoii: p!a~ll: ;:IS it is 
done no\?: would probably fiead to .total c~tinctibn of thi:i specks from $1-i Lan'lca. 

. . .  -- _.. 

>ziL i.: tDis .gUi.$ :y.~j jri.o,.,it~d 2 i ~ t  &nn:inl 2s:;ions < ~ f  111; PFI f.,:!:?tn .';s:;! . i . :- . l io~ fur 
tbc .cIdv~.rai:o,lie.~T of' :icicnm, /!3 /j. 



r:rF ,c 5 :ELI .- i. I.: , . l ~ i t j ~ t  . A. cha:-ges p'iiti by the local agerats Tor sending the dried ylr.ralt u3.iate;riaS 
to recipient courrt.rier;. is another disa.dsraiztage. Al,vl?ren::ss or' t:l7es:: proa.nptt!ai as to 
ifii~a!:e .vi/o!:k on these sq~ecics with the hope oC 0!7~3i1:ing b ~ t t ~ i '  ~ . e t ~ l ~ ! . i ~  1'I.o~il Chis 
not-,-:~adit;od export. Gllc pr&iininary studies rcpr;r-t.cci here;l> cc>ils;iiu!e an 
fiscssmei~t or tl?e ~9s:: t ~ f  cxl?.:.lction of t!?s f.ota.l aika!oid;tI mixtn:c \)sin1? I~cz I iy  
:!-, .,,t;]ut,li. , . , a . 6 .  soivents. A GO~:I~:X%SG~ ol' thr-: alliriioid yield:; and comg,ositiorls; or C .  
?o,clt~,y (all ,t:!rrcr: ~C;~EIS) find th(?s:: of C, p u s ! / ! r ~ ~  .!>.a!: njso Ijr:e!m n?ac]e:. 



I i:i' the al kaloici cxiract of ~ h c  r j  '&l-cr:t paits C, p ~ , 2 s j ~ ~ ~ ! , r  (;of lcL;tecf. jn " .  ISatticaloa sllow:ed their. alkalisiij censfjj:!:tej-rts to  bc srmrl;~yy. '.The ntlmbri- of 
cllkai~ids in ,C. pu~fl/~,~s wnr.; h n a d  to 6 2  less ili:a::, th~t. j17 c:', ;(:sc~:'s, $hcl.ebT,2: 
rt!r:i?ei. pr(ict:s~is.rg ~f tllc :.~liraIoid n:ixtnrc 1 3 . 0 1 ~  C. pf .~~i ; i ] i r~  w.csuld prove to [ ~ s s  
diff::gl$. Mo7--- *vvaa$CI) the rarcjle:.:s c.f tj-,& s!)er:i::s :>lade us 2 % ~  Lai-:$ cr-::.lc ;:'J~>& 

t;h: readiiy ;wailable C:. rc;.i.:.?i.y. The rfictl~<>d adopier! ;;,r ,:~cti:sction ic: < > , i , ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

i1-i ti;c figtja-2. 

Diieci. I% pou=%?-ed. 
pk~n!. i~~:xtc?i:i! . 
' c q..) 

: 1 . i i ~ t ~ ? . ~ f ! < ) , ~ ,  ~ j i t , ; ]  1:!>{<1 00 !;< (:<ii ~c;D$>: 

j i:X>~c:;~r!::! (5 ? .) 
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Our prefimin;iry work on C. roseus has 1i:r.l to t1,vo import.ant findings. Firstly, i t  js 

nnf' necessary to uproot the urTiolc: plant i n  usdsr to extra.cr: the ph;l rrnaccutically 
usefix! alkaloids. 'Instcad, the plact ca.n be cu l th ted  2nd tile leaves l~arvesled at 
p~:1-iodic i~liervals as a ratoon crop. Hoivever: fisld trials arc needed bcforc making 
any conclusitms, especially to find out whctl?er ti?<: alkaloid coii%a>t. dirnirlis1li::r ovw z 
period of time. Secondly, the export of t i le ca.i.rdf; ;ilfcaloidal cxtract w!.,ir:h could 
be obtaincd with locally available solvei~ts \li/c:j~iId brin? 81.>out a l a r ~ e  ~"ec.iuction in 

the cost of f~.eighf. 

F;ijfl:~sor t*!. 1.4.. I;'amsv/ori i t  o f  :.I:r.: Dc~irtim:;;.! of P!>arii.,r-:i;og~~oriy and Phi-trtncologlillogy, 
I!ai\ie:-::hy o l  1lIino.i~ at 1,licz h$t:r:l;i-af Cc~~! rc :  C.'i~ica::o, i s  I.!); :.r!.cr! for pro7,~iaii ;.cg t l ~ e  
;:~t.t?hciltic sarripiet; of Vf,B. Vl'C, ~113% AJhd, 
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