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7 FIRST OR SECOND BUNCH NUTS?
By 1. V. LIYANAGE,
Leting Batanisi,
- R |
i : A discussion of the relative merits of first and seco;ad_ hunch nuts
: for sced purposes.”

»
months,  The coconut

IT iy normal on coconut estates to harvest the nuts once an every two
so that ar each  harvest

~palm produces one intlorescence or fruiting branch every four weeks ;
.- two bunches are usually collected from a tree, one of whichs approximately a month older than
the other. The clder bunch is referred to as the first bunch and the uther as the second bunch.

’ For many vears there has been acute controveny as to which bunch will give bettér seed

nuts ; some maintain that the progeny derived from nuts of the seeond bunch are superior o 'tgmae
. : % B

of the first bunch, and i sersa,
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s ST - Performance of Seedlings ®

e

From a normal cstaie pick 200 first bupch nats and %eo second baath nuts of unfform size
and shape were gollected md planted out in the nursery. Fiest bunch nuts and second bunch

nuts being planted alternately in long trenches, six inches deep and secured with soil in the usual

i

mananer. -« o -
After nine maonths, the seedlings were uprimtcd and examinéd, and the data cnllccted;‘.‘..

-

s follows :--- . . *
: o, Germina- Avr. period Ave. NOLnf Ave. N :3: of .
5. i tit)ﬁé» . taken for leaves per roots per W =
oy - gcrmina— seedling.  _seedling. -
: . tion. ¥ ' AN
Birstbunch nuts ... ... 91 % 103days .. 4 11
o Second bunch-nuts e 89 xo{fgays N A

A

een first and second bucnh Huts.  This is:rather surprising. because the etri‘b.rga ' -
@) of the first bunch nuts are older than those of the sgcond busch nuts ;"yet"in

embryo lies' dogmant for about three months and then awakens iijw';vég'tiviryf;f st
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Dara from 147 ﬁm bunch nut
~ These palms were planted at random
identical for all, !

.
. *This is a popular edition of an article by tbc &
' TropicalAgricaltagist. &
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e are no significant diflereaces either in the germihation or other charactess of seed-
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As 15 usual, the time of reaching

maturity varied for individual
no marked differcnces between the tw

palms, but there were really
v classes of palms as the folle

wing figures show :-—

Number of palms io Aower

2 First bunch Second bunch
s ;\gc. nut palms. nut palms,
1 years 21 13
. 6 years . 103 I6q
. T vears 142 143 -
8 vears 147 145 B |
The' yields of these palms were recorded from the sixth vear ogwards after planting and the \
annual crops were as foilows .o - . : '
_ Nuts per \'earli
e T A S o o e oy
. Yields. 6th 7th 8th gth toth 11th tz2th
* First bunch nut palms 4 .. 1,089 .. 5,616 ... 7,623 T 7671 L 6012 . 6,440
Second bunch nut palms’ 150 L3ss . 5,704 ... EBF 739 .. 5,823 ... 6&,}5’&
= | : % o .

T Dufiﬁg the first three years of bearlng, the second btmcﬁ palms yielded more than the fisst *°
bunch palms, bt from the Bth year onwar

ds these differences have cvened out. Between the
8th and 12th years the total Crops were : : o , :
" ' :  Avt per palm Copra per palm .
Total cro;;. per year per year. £
* First bunch nut palms -~ 33,362 nuts 45.4 nuts 18.1 Ibs, W ¥
- - Second bunch nut palms . 32,873 nuts -+ -45.3 nuts . 18.4lbs. 7

: X Cters between' the two groups. Heavy leaf drooping
and imma.turg }_iutd'ali occur with every drought and analyses of figures show- that the affected

- palms are divided equally berween the twe groups. <A few palms show signs of tapering and
here again it is commori to both gréwups.

~Thus it can be concluded that Lotk Emt and second bunach nuts are ¢

qually suj
5es as | ng as they are ripe.
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by Me. W. V. D, Peiris,

; -
former Geneticist, Coconut Researeh Schemey.






