
4. The Fannings outturn was governed by the size of roll breaker mesh 
used, No. 6 mesh producing nearly twice as much Fannings as obtained from a 
No. 4 mesh. There was hardly any commercial difference between the Fannings 
obtained from No. 4 or No. 5 or N a 6 mesh, but the main grades from No. 5 
mesh received the most favourable reports. A s the influence of the size of 
the mesh was most shown in the outturn of the F.P. grade the true benefits of 
an increased Fannings outturn cannot be judged unless the market value of 
the other grades is taken into account 

5. Double roll breaking had a similar effect to a smaller roll-breaker mesh. 

6. Forcing the grade b y the employment of severe cutting battens caused 
an increase of the Fannings outturn without any ill effects fo this particular 
grade, but the main grades lacked twist and liquors were inferior. 

7« The Importance of the Big Bulk outturn must not be lost sight of when 
interpreting results obtained by any change in roiling technique. 

8. T o obtain any appreciable effect by rolling, dhool outturns must he 
exceptionally high. T o accomplish this result special battens have to be fixed 
to doors of normal Batten/Pressure cap rollers of larger fittings to E.P. rollers. 

9. The effect of cutting the B.O.P. was to produce more Fannings but in 
doing so the B . O 4 P . grade was spoilt T o obtain an appreciable Increase It 
was found necessary to cut the B.O.P. at least 5 times* Reducing the number 
of cuts would still have an adverse effect on the appearance but to a lesser 
degree. 

10. The most promising method and the one that gave the most satisfactory 
results was that which employed the larger mesh In sifting. A leafier variety 
was produced which in turn resulted in a smaller B.O.P. W h e t h e r these two 
in conjunction would find more favour than a grainier type of Fannings and a 
larger BjO.P. would of course depend on the marke t 

STUDIES IN BLISTER BLIGHT CONTROL 
I. THE PROGRAMME OF RESEARCH 

J. LAMB 

Following the report on "Blister Blight In Ceylon Tea Plantations" submitted 
to the Tea Controller in November 1949 and published in the Tea Quarterly, 
V o l 20, pts. 3/4, page 149, a grant of Rs. 150,000/- has been received from Govern, 
ment for blister blight control work during 1950. 

. This vote has enabled the definite planning of the blister blight campaign • 
and as the results of experiments become available they will be published In 
this series of articles. 

Plans include the following lines of investigation:— 

1. Large Scale Experiments. 
A 200-acre scale experiment on the protection of tea recovering from pruning 

has been started on Kataboola Estate. Kotmalet where blister blight attacks 
are severe throughout the year and where a variety of terrain Is available. 
Weather conditions are also severe In the Kotmale district and should afford a 
chance for trials under extreme weather conditions. 
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2. Extensive Experiments. 
50-acre scale experiments on a series of estates ranging from Hewaheta 

to Nuwara Eliya and from Hatton to Ramboda have also been started. 

Courses of instruction for the superintendents of the estates concerned and 
for labourers to be employed in spray gangs were held at the Institute in June 
and July. 

3 . Engineering Division. 
The services of an engineer, Mr. J. Landreth. have been secured and a 

workshop is being established at the Institute. These facilities will greatly 
assist in the investigation of application of fungicides which is the most 
important field for immediate investigation. 

4 . Fungicides. 
A search for fungicides more effective than the present range of copper 

based fungicides must be made. 

With the co-operation of the Shell Company's laboratories in Amsterdam, 
who have loaned the services of Dr. J. W. Pfaeltzer, a large scale screening of 
a wide range of fungicidal compounds is already in progress. 

5. Spray Application. 
The practical aspects of the application of fungicides by knapsacks and the 

organisation of spraying in the field are so Important that we have arranged 
to hire the services of Mr. C. L, Scoles, who has a wide range of experience 
of spray application from Messrs. Plant Protection Limited. 

6. Dusting. . 
Dr. H. Dike of Universal Crop Protection Limited asked for facilities to carry 

out experiments with dusting and mist blowing during the south west monsoon 
period. 

Arrangements have been made to give Dr. Dike all the facilities he requires. 

7 . Protection of Tea in Plucking. 
Experiments with the protection of tea in plucking have been commenced 

at the Institute and a full investigation of the question of spray residues and 
their effect on quality is in progress. 

STUDIES IN BLISTER BLIGHT CONTROL 

II Preliminary results of tests with fungicides .. 

C. A. LOOS 

In October 1946, when blister blight made Its first appearance in Ceylon tea 
plantations, the immediate problem that confronted the Tea Research Institute 
was the devising of such control measures, whereby the severity of outbreaks 
could be minimised and held in check. At the onset it was realised that* due 
to the wide differences in climatic conditions between North India and Ceylon, 
control1 measures adopted in that country might not be completely effective 
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