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T h i s  r e p o r t  is p r e s e n t e d  in 2 m a i n  p a r t s .  

P a r t  1 d e s c r i b e s  t h e  s c r e e n i n g  o f  50 med ic ina l  p l a n t s  

commonly employed in S r i  Lank& t r a d i t i o n a l  pharmacopoeia f o r  a l k a l o i d s  

'. a d  p y r r o l i z i d i n e  alkaloids(p.A). P o s i t i v e  r e s u l t s  f o r  PA have been 

o b t a i n e d  w i t h  C r o t o l a r i a  v e r r u c o s a ,  H o l a r r h e n a  a n t i d y s e n t e r i c a  a d  

C a s s i a  a u r i c u l a t a ,  Peeding t r ia ls  i n  rats w i t h  materials f rom these 

3 s p e c i e s  produced l i v e r  l e s i o n s  - d i s r u p t i o n  of the c e n t r i l o b u l a r  

v e i n s ,  c o n g e s t i o n  and haernorrhage i n  t h e  c e n t r i l  o b u l a r  s i n u s o i d s ,  

c e n t r i l  o b u l a r  o r  f o c a l  h e p t a o c e l l u l a r  n e c r o s i s -  and h i s t  opathology 

i n  t h e  l u n g s  and k idneys  which were compa t ib le  w i t h  t h e  a c t i o n  of FA. 

.. 
P a r t  2 d e s c r i b e s  t h e  s c r e e n i n g  o f  a second b a t c h  of 75 

m e d i c i n a l  p l a n t s  chemica l ly  f o r  a l k a l o i d s  and PA, O f  t h e s e ,  

Crot-ol trr ia  Juncea  was found t o  c o n t a i n  PA w i t h  b i o l o g i c a l  e f f e c t s  

compa t ib le  w i t h  PA t o x i c i t y .  Feeding t r i d s  w i t h  rats wi th  

2 non PA c o n t a i n i n g  p l a n t s ,  v i z ,  he& e marmelos and T e r m i n a l i a  

chebu la ,  produced h e p a t i c  l e s i o n s  which i n c l u d e d  c e n t r a l  v e i n  

a b n o r m a l i t i e s  wh i l e  t h e s e  2 and Withcuria s o m n i f e r a  produced marked rend .  
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