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NATTONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL

connechion :
In eeaaaggenea with the decision made at the meeting held

on 1.4.64, I forward herewith -
- @

1. Report of the_D?aft Act

2. A Dissenting view by Mr.B.Mahadeva, Permanent

Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture, Food snd

Co-operstived

A meeting will be held on Mondazy, the 715th June 1964 -t

5 p.m. at the office of the National. Planning Secretariat, Galle

Buck, Colombo 1, to consider these subjects. : "
-I shall be glad if you would be so gocd as to be present

()

at this meeting.

(s9d) T.c. I, Ekarayaka sgd: M.J, :Perera

Secretary S/E & C.A.
Unesco National Commission. '

:pw.‘Euc>.13.¥~iﬁ§7eku:nq.
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/ ' Nationsl Scieffce Research Council M |

\ The present proposal to have a National Research Council
emerged from a resolution of the General body of the Ceylon Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Science urging the Government to appoint
a Science Commission "to investigate the facilities at present
available in Ceylon for scientific and technical research develop-

1 t, how these should be co~ordinated and extendéd, and to formulete

popesed o NRC amd [t dad
A e

| a scientific policy for the country." Tw  CARS
This resolution was brought to the notice of the Hon. Prime
Minister and the Hon. Minister of Industries, Home and Culturs by

the Ceylon Association for the Advancement of Science in May 1962.

_ Action was initiated by the Hon. Minister of Indu-tries, Home
and Cultural Affairs. A Cabinet paper proposin; the appointment of
o Science Commission of 5 Membzrs as a step preliminary to the
setting up of National Resezrch Council wss prepered by the Minishtr;
. of Industries, Home z2nd Cultursl Affuirs. Th= setting up of a

o 3
J

Science Commission was ~pproved by the Cabin<t in November 1963,

-—

Director of,U;esco Science Co-operation Office, New Delhi, the
Permanent Secretar to the Minisiry of Commerce and Industries and
the Permanent. Secret. . ry to the Ministry of Education and Cultural
Affairs, It wags decided then by the Hon. Prime Minister that it was
not necessary to ajypoint a Science Commission to set up a Nationel
Research Council. It was considered that a conference representatiwe
of various Departments and orgenizations conducting research should
be convened and that the decisions should be communicated to the
Hon. Prime Minister.

L~
: §ﬁbséq5§nt1y the Hon. Prime Minister had discussions with th-

] Accordingly, as agreed between the Permanent Secretary,

‘ Ministry of Education & Cultural Affairs and the Director,National

. ;.'élamning Secrstariat, a meeting was convened on 1.4.64 to which
were invited the fol'owing:-

Representatives from the following Mjinistries:-

Ministry of Transport & Works,
Ministry of Agriculture and .Food,
Ministry of Land, Irrigation & Power,
____Ministry of Posts, Broadcasting and Information,
Ministry of Health,
Ceyloh Associ-tion for the Advanceirent of Science- % Reps.
Director, CISIR, or his representative;
2 Representatives- University of Ceylon, Peradeniya.
Controller, Economic Division,
™ Mr.Clark, Chief of Unesco Mission
\ Director, National Planning,
Secret,ry, National Commission, Unesco.

— —
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The meetlng at which the Permanent Secretary to the Ministry
of Education and Cultural Affairs presided, discussed the proposal
and decided to appoint a Sub-Committee ss follows to prep-re the

~ draft proposals for the establisument of a National Research Counc

for submission to the Hon. Prime Minister.

‘The Sub-Committee comprised:-
/ .
1. Permanent Secretery,.Ministry of Education & Cultural

w Affeairs,
2. Proff. 0,#.R. Abhayaratna, Dean of the Faculty of Medicine
5. Dr:N.G. Baptist, Representative of the C...A.S,
4. Mr.B.Mahadeva, S/A & F. of
5. Mr.A.S.Navarathnarajsh- Director,Development,
6. Mr.A.O.Weerasinghe, Senior Assistant Secretary M/L.I.P.
7. Dréﬁundara}ingam, Director, CISIR.

with Mp.T.C.I. Ekagayake, Secretary, National Commission, Unesco
to function as Secr:tary of the Sub-Committee.

The qu—Committee met on four occasions and has prepared s

_ Draft'Act for the se’ting up of a National Research Council in

Ceylon. The draft Act is herewith forwarded.
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An Act to provide the establishment of the
National Research Council of Ceylon and 3ll
matters connected therewith

1. This Act may be cited as the National Research Council
of Ceylon Act No. of 1964,

2. (1) There shall be established, in accordance with the
provisions of this Act, a €ouncil which shall b~ called the
National Research Council of Ceylon, h reinaft-r referred to
as "the Council",

(ii) The National Research Courcil of Ceylon sh»1l, in that
name, be a body cornorate consistinz of thes persons for the
time being holding office as members of th- Council es herein-
after provided, and sh-1ll hove psrpetual succession and a
comaon seal and mey sue and be sued in its common nam«,

(iii) The headquarters of the Council shall be in Colombo or
in such other place in Cevlon ss may be decided by the Council,

5. The functions of the Council shall be -
(a) to sdvise the Prime Minister on the application of
Science and scientific research to problems of n~tionzl
importance for the general benefit of the comnunit ..

(b) to advise the Prime Minister on the co-ordination of
Research in the various areas of scientific work with
a view to directing scientific work into channels vital
for national progress.

(¢c) to initiate, promote and intensify fundamental and
applied research with the object of developing the
economic resources of the country and of promoting
the well-being of the people.

(d) to keep under review the country's needs for trained,
scientific and technical personnel and to advise the
Prime Minister on steps to maintsin an ade u te supwly
of such personnel. N

(e) to collect and disseminste information relating to
Scientific and technical matters ~nd to publish
scientific and technical reports, prriodicals =nd
papers.,

(f) to establish and maintain liaison with Scientific )
institutions in other countries in matters of scientif}
research and interest.

(g) to advise the Prime Minister on matters of scientific
policy and on any other connected matters referred to
it by the Prime Mjnister including the allocation of
funds for scientific research,




Powers of the 4. (i) The
Council 2 (a)

(b)

(¢)

(d)

N (£)

(8)

'. (h)

(1)

(ii) All property, movable or immovable, acquired or held by
the Council and all monies paid to or received by the Council
under this Act shzll be used and applied by the Council in
furtherence of the objects of the Council and the Council sh~<ll
have the power from time to time, to sell, grent, convey, devi%
assign, exchenge or ofherwise dispose of or mortgage any such
property and to invest its funds in such manner as may be

- necessary and expedient.

2.

Council shall have powers -

to perform all such acts as may be necessary
for or incidertal to the carrying out of its
functions;

to make all appointments necessary for the efficient
discharge of its functions on such terma& and
conditions as it mey decide; and Within'such terms,
to suspend, dismiss or otherwise punish persons

in its employ;

to institute and award research fellowships,
studentships, scholasxrships, prizes and medals for
scientific work,

to erect, equip, and maintain research units and
laboratories either independently or in association
with organizations engaged in scientific research,
both in the public and private sector and to keep
the principal stgndards.

to make grants in aid of specific research projects
in any scientific institution or department;

to establish 5 research fund for the promotion of
scientific research and devalopmznt to which gifts,
grants and bequests may be made by individuvals and
corporate bodies; grants should, as approved
donations, be frec from income tax;

to frame rules 2nd regulations n-cess¢ry to carry
out its objectives;

to scquire and hold any property movable or immovable
re-uired for the purpose of its functions and to hold
and enjoy the property so acruired;

to acquire by gift, grant, benuest or devise any
such property for the purpose of this Act and to
agree to a v condition of such gift, grsnt, be uest
or devise.
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.

(iii) The Prime Minister may, by order, vest in the Council
for the purpose of this Act and subject to restrictions,
conditions and prohibitions of anv nature whatsoever relating
to use, occupation, or disposition as uay be specified in th-
Order, any lend or building ac~uired for a public purpose unde:
the provisions of any law now or hereinafter to be in force for
the acquisition of private lands for public purpose or =ny

other Crown land.

(iv) The Prime Mjnister may, by Order, transfer to the
Council such fixtures and movable property belonging to the
Crovn as may be specified in Order and any fixtures or movable
property specified in any such Order shall, with effect from

‘such date as may be a.pointed, thereby vest in and be the

property of the Council.
5. (1) The Council shall consist of twenty-one (21) members.

(a) Ex-officio members -~ The Prime Minister who shall be
the Chsirman. A Vice-Chairman

0l oan mn am
Vu  chaas wo who shall be a member of the
Qeowb any - bvansd . Cabinet and appointed by the
! Prime Minister,
The Sodary - Q- shat b o The Sgﬁfetary-Gegwifl qf the
. ot
Srombist wilk  pxpowand o~ Council/ shz1l be sppdinted by
by amd dkucly wgaqd the Council with the concurrenc
W Mdmg wd . odud g of the Prime Minister, CThe
Swembi [ Fivanch o first Secretary-General sh 11 be
L shall he & el appointed by the Prime Minist:r
I Jh "in consultation with the Cevlon

Association for the Advancement'
of Science:>

(i) 3 members to be appointed
by the Prime Minister to repre-
sent scientific activity in the

(b) Appointed Members

private sector.

(ii) 3 members appointed by the
Prime Minister representing
socio-economic interests,

o\
"‘"S’b"‘fv o SOt -

')
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(iii) 12 persons who shall be
scientists. In the appointment of
these "2 psrsons, the FPrime Minisver

shell include at least one to represcrn

gach of the following research
categories:-
o Ll? Physical Science Research
Biological Science Research,

/ dl-dtm(‘,\].

'w:&~“;’ ' ,u&ﬁéwra}FQUTA?rLcnltwral Research,
Rt - Industrial Research,
Eorth - S°““da “ Medic-1 Research, and
Cond - ‘rwrﬁ; “ Social Science Research.
Aﬂwﬁﬂﬂyqvmﬁo In the appointment of these 12
Plomtshian  (vops - scientists, the Prime Minister shall

consult recugnised sc entific bodies.

(ii) (8) Every member of the Council appoint=d under
paragraph (b) of Snb-section (i) of this Section
shgll hold office for a pzr-od of three years and
shzll b: eligible for reapp01ntment.

(b) In the first Council, onz third (1/3rd) of the
nunber of non ex-officio mewbers will retire at
the end of the first year and-one third (1/3rd)
at the end of the second year.

(iii) The Prime Minister, either on her own initiative or
on the sdvice of the Council, may remove any member of the
Council - other than an ex-officio member,

(iv) Ip the case of absence of over three months of a member

appointed under sub-section (i) (b) and (ii) (b), th: Prime
Minister may a»point on the advice of the Council a person to
act in place of the member during his absence and the deputy,
while so acting, sh2ll have and may exercise all the powers
and functions of a member,

(v) Any non ex-officio member appointed urdzsr sub-section
(£)(®) and (ii) (b) of this section, who is absent from taree
successive meet ' ngs of the council without leave of the Counc:

L

shall be deemed to have automstically lost his membership in t;

Council; and the Prime Minister, on the advice of the Council,
may &hereupon appoint a person to fill svch vecancy thereby
for the unexpir=d period of membership.

6. (1) A meeting of &he Council sha’l be held once at
least in every two months.
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(ii) The quargm of the meeting of the Council shall
be 10 members.

(iii) Subject to the preceding provisions of this
section the Council shall make rules and regulation
relating to the procedure followed at its meetings
and the conduct of its functions and activities.

ixpe@es of 7. (1) Subject to such special rules as may be framed for this
Jemtrs purpose by the Council, the Council may pay to any of its
members any .expenses actually incurred by such members for tiv:

purpose of performance of his duty as a meuber,
: S owe

(ii) As provided in sub--section (i) of this Section, .no
member of the Council other than the Secretary-Gener-l, shsll
be entitled to any remuneration or allowance for work done
by him 28 a member.

Staff 8.(1) The Secretary-General sh="1 bz the Chief executive
‘ officer of the Council, wwd fhedt be & [l hme  oflua .

(i1) The Council may appoint such other officers and such
servants as: the Council considers n=zcessary for the purpose
of this act,

y Docs Uvs (iii) The remuneration nd conditions of service of the

wmende  officers and servants of the Council shell be such as may be
w ke yt . '

o™ determined by the Council.

ol tian (”"M,H" .

w8 (3v) At the request of the Council, any officer in the
Cenlirain
froa A/-':'
wre.  the Secretary to the Treasury, be temporarily appointed to the

public service may, with the ¢ nsent of that officer and of

staff of the Council for such period gs may be determined by
. the Council with like consent, or be permanently appointed to
such staff. The provisions of sub-sections (2) =nd (3) of
. section 26 of the Government-Sponsored Corporations Act No.19
‘ of 1955, shall, mut=tis mutandis, apply in relation to any
officer in the public service who is temporarily or permanentl;
appointed to the st-ff of the Council.

There the Council euploys any person who has entered
into a contract with the Government by which he has ~gread
to serve the Governmznt for a spacified period, any period of
service to the Council by thet person shall be regzrded as
service to the Goveinment for the purpose of discharging th~
obligations of such contract.

9 Pawdud  Fued
Cisip  Rd M IS5 4 1785

Thw 2%
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Findnce &

Accounts
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Act comes inte operation,

6.

~fter the dgte on which this
ment shall make a

As soon as convenient,
the Gover:

contfibution of one million rupees for the purpose of defr-- in:
the expenses of the Council under this Act.

/'0

The Council shsll csuse its accounts for each Finanéial
year to be kept in such form snd manner as may be’
approved by the Minister* with the concurrence of the

Minister of Finance.

The Finsncial Year of the Council shzll be th» year
comuerncing October 1st.

An estimate of the income and expenditure of the Council
for ke ensuing financial ye~r§shzll be submitted before

Ll
the 1§ Manch. of each financial year for the approval

' of{the Minister.

Where any item of expenditure is not provided for in such

estimate, the prior approval of the Mirister to a

fsupplementarv estimate shall be obtained before-any

expenditure is incurred in respect of such itemn.

COW\A(,J.

(a) The Accounts of the Council shall be sudited annually
by an Avditor (hereinafter refsrred to as the Auditor)
appointed by the Minister on the advice of the
Auditor Genersl,. 211 be
3 member of the Institute of Chartered Accountants

The Auditor so appo 'ntsd sh

of Céyldn. The Auditor sia’l rweceive s ch remunerati:

trom the funds of the Council as ths Minist: r mey

determine with the concurrence of the Minister of

Finance.

(b) The Auditor-General shall have power -

" (i) to direct the manner in which the Council's
"accounts shall be audited by th=s Auditor; and to

give the Auditor instructions in regard to any
matfer connected with the performance of his
functions as the Auditor; and

(ii) to conduct a supplementary or test audit of the
Council's accounts by such person or persons
as the 4uditor-General may authorise in that
behalf and for the purpose of s.ch sudit, to
re- ulre information or addltlonal inform>2tion to
be fhrnlshed to any person or persons and in
such form, as the Auditor General may, by general

Qrvspe¢ial Order, direct.



. 7.

-+ i
(¥) The Auditor-Generzl and the Auwditor or any officer
authorised by either of theam shall have <&e -~ccess to
all such books, deeds, contracts, accounts, vouchcrs
and other documents of “he Council as the Auditor-
General or Auditor msy consider necessary for the
purpose of the avdit, and shall be promptly furrished
‘ by the Council or its officers with such inform:tion
within their knowledge as wav bs re-uired for such
purpose,
vt 6. The accounts of the Council in resﬁect of each financial
year shall be prepared «nd rendered to the Auditor referred in
sub-section (5) bafore the =xpiry of a period of six months
after the end of such financial year.
vi 7. The Auditor she'l examine the accoun's of the Council and
.: furnish a report stating -
(i) whether he has or hos not obta ncd all the
information and explanations re. ired by him; =nd
‘ (ii) whether the balance sheet and accounts refsrrad
to in the ve ort ars properly dr-wn up so as to
exhibit 2 true and frir vizw of the affeirs of “he
Council,
v 8, The Auditor shall submit his audit report to th~ Auditor-
General who shsll have the r ght to comment upon or supplument
the audit report in such manner as h: a~y think fit.
ix &. The Auditor-General sh~ll transwmit the audit report @oget‘{
‘ . with his comments upon, or his supplem:nt to such re:ort to th.

(7) Prosident, Thuomam.  Scombor - bowndd

Coout Leeuad
' @ »B—49. The @esmeid shell, on receipt of the Auditor's Report
in each year, tr-nsait to the Mirnister -

(a) a copy of such report togsther with the Auditor-
General's comments, if any, upon, and his supplenent,
if ary, to such report.

" (b) .a copy of the incom: and expenditure account;
(c) a copy of the balance sheet; and
(d) a report of the Council on the work performed by it fon
-%cFawdi%r which the income and expenditure account and the bol‘N
sheet have been made up.

j2) 24, The Minister shall cause copies of all the doc¢ ments
. specified in the lest preceding sub-section ¥ Dbe 1lsid before
the House of Repr~sentatives and *he Sen=te.

* Note Minister means the Prime NMinister.




Dlssentlm” view

3 . P

| :v_ ‘ M. Mahadeva expressed ths view that, 1f the Prime Minister

Was to’ be the Chalrman of the Council, it was both n:cessary and

de31r sble that ot‘ler Mlnlsters whose Mlnlstrles were directly

o 'Icon.cerned with research shoulW also be meubers of the Council,

' | He sugzested that, 1n addﬂ tlon to the Prlme Mini ster the Minister:
¥ i in charge of Agricul ture, Industries, Fisheries, Hea2lth and
i\doducatlon should be ex—offlcm ‘members of the Council. With the

t_;_‘_,____ o ,r 1nclus:.on- ofﬂthese foar'addltl wnal e}r-offlclo members (one Ministe:

' ’ l'other than the Frime Mlnlster wa.s alreqdr included as an ex-officic

o member in the Comm1’rtee S draft Bill) the numb r of nen ex-o~ficio

membera could b- rednced by th- deletlor of the 3 merbsrs whose

-

= 1nclu81on to reprcsenrso called "Socio- economic interests" has

- ! been su gvested in the Com*nttee's draft 2i11, =and by the r-duction
- | in the number of scientific mrmbe s by wne. This would le ve the
'.; x total number of memb=rs on the oounc:Ll unchanged

| Mr._Mah:.-deva stat,ed th;at he made this suggestion because-

(1) 1t Was very necessarv thet the Ministers whose Mlnlstrle

I Would eveptu~llv have to wmplement the recommendations
. ’ ' of the National Research Council, particul-rly in the
}f\ 1 M fields of agriccltural, indu<trial, fisheries and medica

research, should be closely associated with the develop-
1 ‘ ment and discussion of the plans.which come before the
' Councii- ’ S ‘

\ (ii) It would reduce the >ossibilit“ of antagonism developing
, ) '- ' betw :n the Coun01l and the Government Resesrch Departme

. ‘ L E and other research ngmnczles (i.e. the Unlver51ty9Researc
L l‘ B Instltutesg through which the maJor part of the Island's
; ' Dy ‘ sc:Lentlflc research would have to be ¢ nducted, and

1  A ensure thet the Co mcil's proposals were speedily

" - . implemented by these Dcpartments and agencies;

i N B mrk eorriel 1o
C . . (iii) it wes mﬁw@—u&d&s&r&b—le ‘o re~uire the Prime MlIllS
: A mel«m }: "to pre51de at meetings of the Council, censisting almost
’ it ex paandy exclus:Lvely of experts in special flelds, without the

1_' ,pwm 1(.;,5/.‘ assastm ce of her Mlmsters Wio were in charge of resear
, { f:\iw/t;d - in these fields. e - i svaendin
; 0 : g FGats

' —, d«#i:Wd Cw adn em le,qJ Sabv'\‘ml’f ,Wl"f" de.y 'w“’.k L PM B‘:QB\L“ q

i TR T I MRC, a“f” MUM, ﬂ. aen
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With the granting of political indepsndence to Ceylon it became
neceasary for the machivery of povernment to be reorganised to effect
the catisfactory trangition from a colonial state to an independent
ration. Lccordingly the CAAS felt that the scientific resources too
should be organised in a manner that would serve the best interests of
our country. The question of creating a body which would have overall
responsibility for the formulation of a national scientific policy for
the country was discussed by the CAAS, This resulted in the CAAS
presenting a memorandum for the creation of a Council of Scientifin and
Industrial Research to Ceylon's first Prime Minister, Mr D.S.Senanayake .
The Association even drew up a draft bill to be presented in Parliament
based on a gimilar bill prepared in India. Whereas in India 2 Council
of Scientific and Industrial lesearch was immediately created, no such
action was taken by the Government of Ceylon. A few years later a
delegation from the CAAS interviewed Mr Dudley Senanayake, Prime Minigter,
and urged him to take necessary action to gsee that a Research Council
on the lines indicated in the CAAS memorandum was formed,

However some years later the matter was again taken up with the
Govermment who decided to seek World Bank aid for the project. This move
wvent askew ultimately resulting in the creation of an Institute for
Scientific and Industrial Research (which is the CISIR); the original
idea for the creation of a policy formulating body to bear overall
responsibility for the scientific activity in the country was lost.

Yet once again the CAAS took up this problem of the proper organisa-
tion of science in this country, because the CAAS was convinced that
until and unless such a body was created scientific activity in this
country would remain untapped and unfertilised, causinz a severe blow
to the economic aspirations of our people. By now it also had befors it
the evidence of progress made in the neighbouring countries of India and
Pakistan.

The CAAS memorandum on the creation of an NRC was submitted to the
Hinister of Industries, Mr Maithripala Senanayake. Mr Senanayake was
convinced not only of the need for such a body but also that it should
be constituted by an Act of Parliament with the necessary powers and
funds to carry out its work. A Cabinet Paper on the creation of an NRO
vas drawvm up and presented by Mr Senanayake and the Cabinet was made
ayare of the urgent need for such 2 body. In discussion with the CAAS
the Minister accepted a CAAS proposal that a "Science Commission" should
precede the creation of such a body. The Minister embodied this proposel
in his Gabinet Paper. At the Minister's request the CAAS explored the
possibility of getting UNESCO aid in the form of suitable high-level
experts to serve on such a Commigsion. It was found that UNFSCO was
most willing to grant aid to Ceylon in the way requested by makirg
available to Ceylon scientists who would be nomirated by the Governrment.
Subsequently UNESCO offered to pay the expenses for a Ceylon scienbist
to attend the Regional Meeting of Representatives of National Scientific
Research Organisations of South and South East Asia Regions in Canberrs
(Feb,17 = 21). This opportunity was avidly accepted and Ceylon's delegate
vho attended was Dr N.G.Baptist. :

tlhile declaring open the 19th Annual Session of the CAAS loat November
the Prime Minister, Mrs Bandaranaike, announced her intention of congtitut-
ins an NRC without further delay. Following this the P.M. held at Temple
Trees a meeting attended by the Permanent Secretaries of the Minigtries of
Education & Cultural Affairs and Trade & Commerce, the CAAS General Pregident
and Mr J.Swarbrick, Director, UNESCO-SASCO, who was then in Ceylon. TheP.M.
vas of the view that an NRC should be constituted forthwith and the
preliminaries decided upon before expert help was sovght from internationsl
organisations. She had requested the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of
Educalion & Cultural ‘ffairs, to call up a meeting of all heads of
technical departments, Permanent Secretaries, representatives of the CAAS,
and draw up the draft lct.

(To be incorporated in the draft act to be submitted to PM)

R.2.B.WYijesekers
Hony General Secretary.
15th June 1964,



— NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL OF CEYLON,

With the granting of political independence to Ceylon it became necessary
for the machinery of government to be reorganised to effect the satisfactory
transition from & colonial state to an indepermdentmation. Accordingly the Ceylon
Association for the Advancement of Science felt that the scientific resources too
should be organised in a manner that would serve the best interests of our
country. The question of creating a body which would have overall responsibility
for the formulation of a national scientific policy for the country was discussed
by the CAAS as early as 1950. This resulted in the CAAS presenting a memorandum

. for the creation of a Council of Scientific and Industrial Research to Ceylon's
first Prime Minister, Mr.D.S.Senahayake. The Association even drew up a draft
bill to be presented in Parliament based on a similar bill prepared in India.
Whereas in India a Counc¢il of Scientific and Industrial Research was immediately
created, no such action was taken by the Government of Ceylon. A few years later
a delegatidon from the CAAS interviewed Mr. Dudley Senanayske, Prime Minister, and
urged him to take necessary action to see that a Research Council on the lines
indicated in the CAAS memorandum was formed.

However some years later the matter was again taken up with the Government
who decided to seek Vorld Bank aid for the project. This move went askew
ultimately resulting in the creation of an Institute for Scientific and Industrial
Research (which is the CISIR); the original idea for the creation of a policy
formulating body to bear overall responsibility for the scientific activity in

. the country was lost.

Yet once again the CAAS took up this problem of the proper organisation
of science in this country, because the CAAS was convinced that until and unless
such a body was created scientific activity in this country would remain
untapped and unfertilised, causing a severe blow to the economic aspirations of

. our people. By now it also hagi before it the evidence of progress made in the
neighbouring countries of India and Pakistan.

The CAAS memorandum on the creation of an NRC was submitted to the Minister
of Industries, Mr. Mathripala Senanayake. Mr. Senanayake was convinced not only
of the need for such a body but also that it should be constituted by an Act of
Parliament with thre necessary powers and funds to carry out its work. A Cabinet
Paper on the creation of an NRC was drawn up and presented by Mr. Senanayake and
the Cabinet was made aware of the urgent need for such a body. In discussion
with the CAAS the Minister accepted a CAAS proposal that a "Science Commission"
should precede the creation of such a body. The Minister embodied this proposal
in his Cabinet Paper. At the Minister's request the CLAS explored the
possibility of getting UNESCO aid in the form of suitable high-level experts to
serve on such a Commission. It was found that UNESCO was most willing to grant
aid to Ceylon in the way requssted by making available to Ceylon scientists who
would be nominated by the Government. Subsequently UNESCO offered to pay the
expenses for a Ceylon scientist to attend the Regional Meeting of Representatives
of National Scientific Research Organisations of South and South East Asia Regions
in Canberra (Feb.17 - 21, 1964). This opportunity was avidly accepted and Ceylon's
delegate who attended was Dr.N.G.Baptist.

While declaring open the 19th Anrual Session of the CAALS last November
the Prime Minister, Mrs. Bandaranaike, announced her intention of constituting
an NRC without further delay. Following this the Prime Minister helg at Temple
Trees a meeting attended by the Permanent Secretaries of the Ministries ?f
Education & Cultural Affairs and Trade & Commerce, the CAAS General Pres%dent_agd
Mr. J.Swarbrick, Director, UNESCO-SASCO, who was then in Ceylon. The Prime Minister

was of the view that an NRC should be constituted forthwith and the preliminaries

ught from international organisations. She

decided upon before expert help was so ;
had requested the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Education & Culturel Affairs,

to call up a meeting of all heads of technical departments, Permanent Secretaries,
representatives of the CAAS, and draw up the draft Act.

%
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Accordingly, as agreed between the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of
Education & Cultural Affairs and the Director, National Planning Secretariat,
a meeting was convened on 1.4.64 to which were invited the following :-

Representatives from the following Ministries :-

Ministry of Transport & Works,

Ministry of Agriculture and Food,

Ministry of Land, Irrigation & Power,

Ministry of Posts, Broadcasting and Information,
Ministry of Health,

Ceylon Association for the Advancement of Science 3 Representatives,
Director, CISIR, or his representative;

2 Representatives - University of Ceylon, Peradeniya.
Controller, Economic Division,

Mr. Clark, Chief of Unesco Mission;

Director, National Planning,

Secretary, National Commission, Unesco.

The meeting at which the Permanent Secretary to the Ministry of Education
and Cultural Affairs pressided discussed the proposal and decided to appoint a
Sub-Committee as follows to prepare the draft proposals for the establishment of
a National Research Council for submission to the Honi Prime Minister.

The Sub~Committee comprised :-

1. Mr.M.J.Perera, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Education and
Cultural Affairs,(Chairman).

. Prof. 0.B.R.Abhayaratna, Dean of the Faculty of Medicine.
Dr.N.G.Baptist, Representative of the C.A.A.S. '
Mr.B.Mahadeva, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture & Food.
Mr.A.S.Navarathnarajah, Director of Development.
. Mr.A.0.Weerasinghe, Senior Assistant Secretary, Ministry of lLand,

. Ir-igation and Power.

[oAWMG BRI )

7. Dr.t.Sundaralingam, Director, CISIR.

with Mr.T.C.I. Fkanayake, Secretary, National Commission, Unesco to function as
Secretary of the Sub-Committee.

The Sub-Committee met on four occasions and prepared a Draft fct for the
setting up of a National Research Council in Ceylon.

A meeting of those invited to the earlier meeting on 1.4.64 was Fhen
convened. At this meeting held on 15.6.64 the draft act was approved with
certain amendments and additions.

senad/1050



CEYLON ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE

55, Torrington Square, Colombo 7

~
To g ilulPerere From o . 3
., | e
Telephone 95114 Date  SU: Jumo 1964
RefeMce Yours: = ours: Hille
Subject listiomal slasearch: Counalle
Dear 31v,

I silnit thw comnta of ocur 4d.1egation nn the
disamting view of itr Bedabadova on the proposed Drail
Aot for the arvation of a National lesearch Council for
Caylom,

X trust Ut o samwnts vill be mubnitted Lo
‘ _ the Hom the Priwe (Hnister along ulth the Uraft jict and

the digsenting view.

. ..""

Yours £aithiully,

R. 0B, Wyeseherd
—
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OGAGNTS OF TUE RISSENTING VIt OF HR BuAAADIVA, by members of the

Snlagaidon yepreamstisg the Ceylon Assoodastdon Sor the Advemoammt
of Solense. |

1+ 7The ReAional Ressarch Comneil aus envisaged 4n the draft ect
- gooopted Yy all cave tho disommtient-- is an advisory and
planning body takking on the emesution of only ouch projosts for
vhish no provision exiots already.

2 ibes the disosutient stetsa that ho constdors it very necessry
thet the Ministers vhose zinistries uould eventually have 0
implement. the recommendations of the liational esearch Council
should be closcly associated with the disousolon of the plang
whioh come before thw Council he goeug to be thinking in tecuws ol
gmarel sodsntific plenning rether thun of tho organisation and
divestion of ssientific rescerche Tho dizomtimt almo stutos that
1% is 0ot eorreet to recuire the Prime Hnistor to proside at
mectings without the asaistace of tio .dnisturs in charge of
mthMs,WmMGwmwmmwmo
sxpommt, The Ministers are in eharge of rooomeh only in a vary
gmeral md remote eones. Juoh vious that thgy oould expros: in

the Couneil would bo Jactus) and axpresaive of thelr hopos and
intentions Sor the future. The latisnal escmreh Sounoil wald

not sebash: on the soientific disoussion of a aubdject without
sacertalning the teokriund Saots anxl infbrmatisn and the views of
the relevpt minlstey would neturaliy bo 2biuined boforohands

It would be a she r vaste of a ilnlobars tice to attend the noetings
of the Couoil merely Sor tho purpio: of keuping the Council
infogmed of faota which oan bo obtainod in writing bofarehond.
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3. It weuld be tho duty of a Nationsl liosoarch Counclts nmaintain
olose sallaboration with governunt departasnts conduoting
regearch within the various miniastriea. It is howevur neither
precticable nor desirable for tho roo ecotive .iinlgtors to be
mombora of the Counoil.

4e I the dissentiont's argunent is concede ! 4t wld be
neoessary for ab least lalf the cabinet ~=at a consorvative
ostimte « to bo in the Counoll, vhich would givo thio Counell
the appoarance of a Cab net Sublorrtteo vith sclmtiflc
advinesrg.

Se¢ 1% io a fact that the general practice in liatlonal Hesoarol
Councils of this type in deweloping countilos toduy, is o inve
the Frine Hinlaster as Chairmane This aatomnticadly enouros a hich
priority for decisicns taken by tho Councile

6. Any arguant based on the innuendo thut the Vrimo itindstor
boing a laynem is not knoilodeablo on matters concerning
solentifis regearoh is ludioreus, for, Ly tho sane token, it oy Lo
arguad that the linisters themsolvos arc unversed In seiuncee
%here ig no ovidance to aupport any claim that the :Anistors, (r
for that mtter their c’iz!.d:v axeoubtivos (Lo pormnent socsetartos
are appointed to tielr rospective ninfotrles on th. baois af

any speoinlised soientific knoeledzos Lor thds knndodzo they
either o??mlt the solentists In Lholr dopartamts - o as we
oconoelve wuld be reprenanted In g lational -eoeurch Souncll we op

/4
oohgult expert opininn akeowud.

7+ ‘lweoeumry aotion ardaing out of tho .oscared Souncil's
recocndations would have to receivo tie sapctisn and
oooparation of the iinlatry concernod; £or this purpose the
ainistry and their scimtifio gpecialista would be consultule
There would bo opportunitivg for all viewpoints to find
resd o

The dissentient su;oats £10 pousibility of antozonisns betwcen



\

3o

the Couneil and tho dopartoonts within the adnistriess Thde iulies
that idnistors are likaly to be dialoyad to their Chiefe Tho Frime
dMnister ap Shairman of tho Joumoil 43 o oafozuard uzainst muh
wnlikaly contingonoles £ur it will be the duty of ull dopartoeats |
and agaeiea to oooperate with the Councii because ramests from
tho Council woulc oome through the Prine .dnigtare

Apart fron theso conglderations wo wuld cephasiso that tho
primary funotion of the Council i3 to assist and stimlate cll
ssimtifio regearch and if nocegsayy to remove antagonioms vhero
they sxist.

8. It must also be borno in mind that the governmont is not

the only sootxn involved in secientific regoavehs Cther orzanisationo
oush as quaai~covernment md non-govearnnot orzanisations are
involved.

v The diasentient’a proposcl to omit roprosentation fron the
socis=coononlc sphers will deprive the logearch Council of
eninent net who are aware of the noois of girclety and tle cconnule
poy.tbilities within vhich projects can Lo carried outs

I tho desired zoal i3 to be achioved thon tho field of sociom
escononics sust {ind reprosentation, as otierwlse the projects both
resocarch and developmont will be oul of context with living
realitys

17 ne of the olilof functions of tho Rescarch Ssuncll will

be to engure that the programes »f ruiearol are drawn wp ky the

most knoulodgeable purgons in the ficdd, the aclentists theasclvese

It 1o tho soientlista who will dbo called upon to exeoute Lhe

progromues of work and it is ‘hey and ggly thay wiv will be alle v Fie 6

to correstly advise the govarmnoont rosarding ¢ho manner in '!\t‘i’mf": “

whioh scletific work should proce 4 in the best intevests ewgcfmko' Seoumhie
of the cowntrye | Mb(:\(fhc«;;& G
This i8 a priviledge affordel ¢ many othar sphores of activity %”‘A‘::“"J?“
in the oountry £ir examplo tue administrative and 1qzal gphoroa, 9,,@.,&_‘?
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and 1% s & privilodgo vhish for so long has been denied to the
sclentiste much to the detriment of the country's interests.

11. The preswnce of iinisters in the Council 1s likely to
AnMitdt frwe expreesicn of views by departaantal officers and
My stand in the way of a detached scientific and impersonasl
spproach to problems under examination Yy the Coumeil,

For the reasons elaborated above, the Caylon Association for the
Advanoesmnt of Joience would achere to the original section in the
proposed draft on which the dissmmting viev has been put forvard.
This ( Sechw 5: Membuship. ) has been scsepted ty everybedy
pave tho dissentient, Hr B.Mahadeva.

Ve wigh to completaly dissssiate curselves fron the dissenting view
as it is contrary both in spirit and principle to the pattem of a
Vational Nesearch Council, This view is cowpletely removed from
the ideas the Caylon Association for the Advanceamnt of Seiemce had
in nind vhen it first proposed the sreation of such a Hesearsh body
for Selmoe . Nothing that has happened in the history of our
country since that time has given us cause to change our thinking on

this sadject .
’QWJ[L_’
KD MEIB3:Xuita

N%/wv#ﬁﬂ?b,

N oG BAPTIST
‘ f
Lrpiuesdind
ReeBWITLSEKERA

a5th June 1964+
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Ministry of Agriculture, Food & Fisheries,
330, Union Place,

Colombo 2. (7§T>
N

25th July, 196t.

Iy dear M.J.,
National Regearch Council.

I am writing with reference to your letter No.KE/ZO(Misc) of
23rd July, 1964, on the above subject.

2. It would appear from the documents annexed to your letter that
there has been some misunderstanding regsrding the suggestions I mede in
the note annexed to the Sub—Committee'é report., I have therefore set
cut my views on the subject in slightly more detail in the revised note
which I am sending herewith. Please circulate it to the members of the
Sub-Committee and include it as an Annex to the Sub-Committee's report.

3. In-the comments made by Dr. N.D, VWijesekera, Dr. N.G. Baptist
and Mr. R.0.B. Wijesekera, it is stated that none of the members of the
Sub~Committee accepted my views on the membership of the Council, This
is not correct. I have spoken to Mr. A,0. Weerasinghe, representative
of the Lands Ministry on the Sub-Committee, and Mr. A.S. Nevarathnarajah,
representative of the Ministry of Industries, both of whom state that
they are in agreement with the views set out in the Annex to this letter.
Mesors. VWeerasinghe and Navarathnarajah and I suggest that you call a
final meeting of the Sub-Committee to discuss this matter before the
Sub-Committee's report is signed. ‘

4. I em sending you extra copies of this letter and its Annex

so that you can circulate them to the members of the Sub-Committee,

Yours sincerely,

(B. Mahadeva)

M.J. Perera, Esq.,

Permanent Secretary,

Ministry of Education and Cultural Affairs,
COLOMBO 3, .
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AN NEX

NATIONAL RESEARCH CCUNCIL.

Scientific research work'in Ceylon is at present conducted mainly by
G&vernment—finanéed bodies like the Universities, Government Departments end
. Government-sponsored Research Institutes (e.g. the lMedical Research Institute,
the Tea Research Institute, the Agriculture Department Research Division, the
. Fisheries Department Research Division and the Ceylon Institute of Scientific
and Industrial Research). These organisations are all directly or indirectly
under Government cohtrol. Very little (if any) research is done by privately
financéd bodies in Ceylon. In the future, too, scientific research work in
Ceyion is likely to be done mainly in the public sector,
2. Before a National Résearch Council is established in Ceylon, it is
very necessary to detérmine the precise relationship which should exist between
oA the Council and these existing and future research organisetions which are
under the control of individual Ministers. Will-the National Research
Council's functions be primarily advisory, or will the National Research
Council have effective powers of control over these research organisations,
. including %n particular the power to allocate funds? To take a concrete
example, the National Research Council may feel that the Tea Research Institute
is speﬁding too muich money on a particular line of research and decide that
this money could be moré usefully‘&iverted to work in a particular field of
fisheries research. If the National Research Council, after considering the
matter, mekes a decision to this effect, is this decision to be treated as a
recommendation td the Minister or Ministers concerned, or will it, in effect,

be a.directive to them?

~

\

5. If the National Research Council is to be a primarily advisory body

’ and the lMinisters concerned would have the right to accept or reject the recom-

o
20

mendations made by the National Research Council, then it would be clearly
inappropriate for the Prime Minister to be Chairmsn of the Council.

' 4, If, on the other hand, the Council's decisions are, in effect, if
not in form, directives to the various research organisations functioning
under individual Ministers, and if the Frime Minister is to be Chairmen of the
Council as proposed in the Committee's Report, then it is both necessary and
deéirable’that other Ministers, yhpse Ministries are di;ectly concerned with n

research, should also be members of the Council. I suggest that, in addition W Y

to the Prime Miﬁister, the Ministers in charge of 4gricultural, Industrial, ﬁVP

Fisheries and Health Research, as well as the Hinister of Education who is in

charge of the Universities, or representatives of these Ministers, should be
'x officio members of the Council. I meke this suggestion because -

(1) it is very necessary that the lMinisters whose Ministries
would eventually have to implement the decisions of the

National Research Council should be closely assbciated



.

with the development and discussion of the .plans which
come before the Council;

(i) it wowld reduce the possibility of antagonism developing
between officers of the Council on the one hand and offi-
cers ir Government Research Departments and Research Ins-
titutes on the other, and ensure that the Council's pro-
posals are speedily implemenfed by these Departments and
organizationg; and

(iii) it is not desirable to require the Prime Minister to pre-
side at meetings of the Council which will presumably
diécuss specific regearch projects, without the assistance
of the Ministers in charge of research in these fields,

or their representatives.

5. The Committee's draft Bill provides for the Prime liinister and one
other Ministegkto.be members of the Council. If the suggestion I have made
above is accepted, a maxi&um of three other Ministers, or %heir representatives,
would be members of the Countil.  With the inclusion of these three additional
members, the number of non ex officio mémbers could be reduced by the deletion
of the 3 members whose inclusion to represent "socio-economic interests” has
been suggested in the draft Bill. I do not kﬁow precisely whet is meant by
the representation of "socio-economic interests". Every person in the country
represents some sdcial or economic interest and I cannot understand how
representatives of these interests are to be selected. If these three members

are excluded, the total number of members on the Council would remain unchanged.

(Signed) B. MAHADEVA,

25.7.64,

Minvbhe 8} Suemh he AHW,

y/
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Ry No.K2/20(Misc)
The Ministry of Education,
COLOMBO 3., 27th July 1964,

Dr- R OB \c\’\‘osekqva
evedse TN
XA 084, RESEARCH COUNCIL. : Qz,/a

Further to wy letter of 23.7.64.

Please include the words "Industrial <esearch” immediately below
the 9th lime ea page 4 of the draft act.

(See) TC. Ekenayn~ke.
for Permaneat Secretary to

the Ministyy of sducatiom.

pd
P

sena38/920
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THE PROPOSED NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL.

. v
The meeting held on 15.6.64 at the National Plamming Secretaria@
at 3.00 p.m. I

The following were present.

Mr.M.J.Perera . - - Chairman.
Dr.N.G.Baptist

. Dr.D.B.Gunasekera
Mr.A .S.Navarathnarajah
Dr..A .Sundaralingam
Mr.P'.H.Siriwardena
Dr.N.D.Vijesekera
Mr.R.0.B.Wijesekera
Mr.T +C.I.Ekanayaka Secretary.

The Secretary informed the meeting that Mr.E.Mahadeva had telephoned

to say that he was unable to attend the meeting because of an urgent official

matter. He desired that his originsl dissenting view should be amended thus -

In para. marked II

. (i.e. the University, Research Imstitutes etc.)

In para. marked iii - Delete the words "unfair and undesirable"
and substitute the words "Not Correct"

The Draft Act that had been circulated earlier was then considered. A4
suggestion by Dr.N.D.Wijesckera that the pream%.ble to the Draft Act should
be more detailed was accepted and it was agreed that this should be amplified
in terms of the nbte presented by him to the meeting. Thereafter the Draft Act
"\ was considered and was accepted with a few alterations and amendments.

Dr. Baptist reiterated his dis-agreement with the dissenting view
expressed by Mr. Mahadeva andM:czis Jras sunported by Dr.N.D.Wijesekera.
Finally it was decided that who&'.é forwarding the dissent) the comments of

the Ceylon Lssociation for the Advancement of Science on the dissenting view

should also be forwarded to the Hon'ble Prime Minister to enable her to come

to a decision as regards this matter,

It was decided that the Draft act 3 as approved at the meeting, should
be ‘forwarded to the members. The Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of
E&ucation may thereafter in consultation with the Director of the National

Planning Secretariat send the report to the Hon'ble Prime Minister.

‘ The meeting then came to a close.

sena16/310
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5th February, 1966.
/ \- 66

' the request of the General Pregsident
a special meeting of the Council will be held on

i6th February, 1966, at 5,00 p,m, at the CAAS Headquarters,

&

556, Torriagtca Square, Colombo 7,

Agenda

To consider the progosals submitted by the
Miinistry of Flanning & Bconomic Affairs on
the creation of the Naticaal Research Council
fcr Ceylon.

' ‘ : (Copy enclosed).

S. Sentheshanmuganathan
Encl. Zdony, General Secretary
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Telephones 7138, 4286, 2926 . My No., ¥/77/56

Telegrams: SBCMINﬁLAN

MINISTRY o7 PLANNING & BCCNINIZ _AFFAIRS

» P.C, Box 898
Ceatral Bdnk 3uilding

- .. (8th F1oor)
Coiovbo 1. . X
ist February, 1955,

Dr, MN,G., Baptist,

Chai rman, ,

General ifesearch Committee, C,A,4,3.,
Colombo, '

Dear Sir,

In view of certain differences of opinion
that has arisen with regard to the draft bill that
has been cubmitted for the setting up of a MNaticinal
Research Council, 'the Frime [inister has inccructed
the Bcoromic Secretary to the Cabinet to ccasider the
entire watter afresh and to flwallqe a drafu bill for
Cabinet approval.

The major differences cf opinion relate to:

(a) Ministeérial Representation on th2
Council; -

(b) Whether the Prime [liinzister shc—id be
Chairman of the Councilj

(c) Whether the Council should be allowed

~to have executive functicas in

addition to itg Advisory
responsibilitiec,

There were also certain minor arezgs of
disagreemnent, such as, the numericzal strength of the
Council, the financing of the Couiicil, and the
appointwent of a Secretary-General.

In this connection please see the attached

Note which attempts to resolve sone of these difficulties,

We would be grateful to receive eearly the comments and
opinions of the C.A.A.S5. on the suggestions that have
been made, ' :

'Youfs faithfully,

Sgd/~;
(3,R, Siriwardena)
3conomic Adviser, :
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NATIGNAL RESEARCH CTUNCIL

Wit reference to the proposals $0 set up a
National Reséarch Cohnqi;‘gnd-the draft Bili thsat¢ has been
submitted by the'Committee aﬁﬁdintéguby Goverament. to go
intoithis qhesfion, the ﬁain difficulty thet has cropped
up relates to the constitution of the membership of the

. ~N
Council, J

o The suggestion that the Frime Minister should be
the Chairman of the Council was perhaps originally made ‘on
the ground that since the Council, in its relationship to
Government, h=zs to be an advisory body only, the presence
of the Priﬁe Hiinister should grovide the Council with an
authority and influegce which it would not -otherwise have.
It is quite realistié to take the view that unlecs an
advisory pody ‘nas some sort of recognised'pééitioﬁ, the \
advice it gives may not be taken sufficiently seriously.
It may alco toc some extent be true that an advisory body Thaws w }ww&J
which has no authority or.responsibilifies at all would
tend, at least occasionally, to give irresponsible or
eccentric aince.

There i's perhaps nc real disagreement as to the

necessity to giVe the proposed couricil 'a s;eciél £o0sition

-of some ind, so as\to ensure as much as is practicable

that its advice would begiven serious and careful

consideration by Govermnment, But to bring in the Frime

Minister to tihis Council;as its Cheirman in order to- give ;
it a special position does give rise to serious difficulties:
(i)“THe Frime Minister in his éapacify as ‘Chairman of the
"Council gives advice to himself ia his capacity as the

Head of Goverument; (ii) Since the Frime Minister is T
chairman of the Council parliamentary criticism of the {
activities of the Council would have a political significance

that is fér out of propdffioq to tune actual work of the -

Council; (iii) the Frime Minister will never have the time

to attend meetings of the Council; (4y) since the Frime

Minister is the Chairman, the Council may come to be

regarded as tine Prime EHinister's creature, and this may

result in‘thé council acquiring an unwanted political

complexion,

The suggestion to put other lMinisters on to the

Council apparently came up at all Decause of the proposal



to make the Frime Minister Chairman of the Council.. It

was perhass feared tﬁat the Prime [‘dnister may in fact

not be able tc attend Council meetings; and that the
other members of the Council would in effect finl themselves
in the positicn of using the Prine Ministef's-hame to

issue instructions.fo the various geseapch‘drganisations
functioning under individual MinistersL. Such a*situation
could cenceivably develop and may lead. to the creation

of antagonisims and disputes of all kinds,

Actually it is more or less quite cbvious.that
Ministerc have no real place in a Nationéi Research C0uﬁcil.
Ministers as individﬁais can be expecféd to have only a
general ianterest in scientific subjects. A research
council would for the most part ccacern itself with_matters
of a specialist naturé about .  which Miqistefo can make
responsible comments only aftéer c&nsuiting their advisers,
The thing to do then is to put on the Research Counqil'
those who normally act as-adviserg to iiinisters on ..
scientific matters. This is what"islconfemplated~in the
draft Bill and it would perhaps be bést to stop the matter

at that,

On'the,other hand, if tlhe Frime liinister and other
Ministers are excluded from t:e Couacil, the advice it gives
would be of a kind that could be easily negiected, . This |
would be specially.the case where the decisions cf the .
Council aré not unanimous; and it is psycﬁologxcally normal
for an advisory body that feels itceif to be :ore, or less
powerless tc lose intefest, and finally even to cease

giving useful advice altogether.

Perhaps this problem can be met by making the
Governor-3engral the Fatron of the Society azd if he were
to normzily preside over the meetings of the Couacil., -The
Council could act as adviser to tl:e Governor-~Gerneral on
scientific matters, and the Goveracr-Genereal . in turn would
convey’ t:is advice to the Cabinet or individual i“inisters.
The édvantageg of this arrangementc are: (i) The Council
through the Zovernor-Géneral could dehand tc kncw why its
advice is not being carried out, oo that'if the Government
does not;acge;t'the advice of th Souncil oz any :natter a
reasonable explanafiéﬁzhas'to be provided; ' (ii) Since the

Governor~General is not a member < the Councill the Council
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as'a whole or individual members cag make public criticism
as to the GovernMent's short-comings in the sacieatific
field,’ Lecause of the close - asscciation with the Governor-
General, the bOUHCll wiil have a certain status and a
position cf respect with regax¢ tc society sad yub;lc
4opinidn. In xts“nelatlonshlp tc tne'Government also the
Council- will have a special position; since the,advicelof
the Coﬁncil‘wéuld be tendered férwmaily by the Governor-

General to his Ministers,

The posxtion of the Counc11 could te further

‘strengthened by placing the CISIE in its charge, The Council

- - — e e m = - Pp

could be made responsible for appcintlng a Managlng Board

-and a DlLGCtOP and also for formulating the over-all policy

of the CIS8IX, The CISIR would be the operating arm of the

Council, In this connection it may be said that the

criticism made against the draft 3ill on the ground that

| since thé Council is an advisory body it would be anamalous

for it  t> have executive powers dces not appear to be
réasonable In 1ts relationship to tﬁe Governme:xt the ‘
Council of course can have advxsorj Eunctlo 15 ‘only; but this
does not in any way conflict with the Pounc1' having all the
executive powers of a corporate body in matiers that does

not invclive a direct relationshiﬁ 717Aith Goverament,

- There has also been certain dlfferv“ce" of
opinion as toc what the numerical strength of the Council
should be, Ferhaps. this question could| be solved by leaving
it to the Gove rnor—General to appoint as meany mewbers to the
Council‘és‘hé deems desirable. Lsaving the matter flexible
in this wéy will enable the Council to.arrive at an
appropriate figure on the basis of actual exverience., The
first Se*“etorJ—General of the CCLACll could also perhaps

be appointed by the oovernor—xeneral

"With regard to the finsnces of the Council, the

Council .will of course have to denend on governmeat grants

_to the extent that donations from local and foreign sources

are not sufficient,. Since the Couaci; will pe a corporate
body it will'have the’right tc receive grénts and donations,
and there iélperhaps-no Special'neceSSitﬁ_tc mention this
matter i ﬁe'Aét It may however ‘be adviszble to make
prov131ca for che Council to be aitax—exemp“ body that is
defined as a caarltable institutica for the *@celpt of

donations,

o _.:.1\ e e _ﬁﬂ"——'—{w
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My No.Ki(Miac).
The Finistry of <ucation,

. Colombo 30 ?3:‘(1 J“xy 1%‘.
Di. R.OB Wyewkara ’

*8d ds0 0000 [ ]

Hational Zesearch Coumcil.

The wirutes of the meeting held on 15.6.64 together with a
oopy of the ieport, the draft act and rclevant ammexures are
forwarded fer your imformatiom.

A separate copy of the Repert and draft ict will be seat %o
you shortly for your sigmature.

(S’gd) Te | f(bm\f;_ée '

for C.X. I
'/ ’



COMMENTS ON THE DISSENTING VIEW OF MR.B.MAHLDEVA,

1. The National Research Council as envisaged in the draft act
- gecepted by all save the dissentienf -— is an advisory and planning
body taking on the execution of only such projects for which no provison

exists already.

2. Vhen the dissentient .states that he considers it very nscessary

that the Ministers,whose ministries would eventually have to implement

the recommendations of the National Research Courcil, should be closely
associated with the discussion 6f the plans which come before the Council,
he seems to be thinking in terms of general scientific planning rather

than of the organisation and direction of scientific research. The
dissentient also states that it is not correct to require the Prime
Minister to preside at meetings without the agsistance of the Ministers

in charge of research in these fielﬁs‘ We are unable to see the point of
this argument. The Ministers are in cha;ge of research only in a very
general and remote sense. Such views aé they: could express in the

Council would be factual and expressive of their hopes and intentions

for the future. The National Research Council would not embark on the
scientific discussion of a subject without ascertaining the background facts
and information and the views of the relevant ministry would naturally be
obtained beforehand. It would te a sheer waste of a Minister's time to attend
the meetings of the Council merely for the purpose of keeping the Council
informed of facts which can be obtained in writing beforehand.

3 It would be the duty of a National Research Council to maintain
close collaboration with government departments conducting research within
the various ministries. It is however neither practicable nor desirable

for the respective Ministers to be members of the Council.

4. If the dissentient's argument is conceded it would be necessary for
at least half the cabinet -- at a conservative estimate — to be in the
Council, which would give the Council the appearance of a Cabinet Sub-

Committee with scientific advisors.

5 It is a fact that the general practice in National Research
Councils of this type in developing countries today, is to have the
Prime Minister as Chairman. This sutomatically ensures a high priority

for decisions taken by the Council.
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6. Any argument based on the innuendo that the Prime Minister being

& lgyman is not knowledgeable on matters concerning scientific research
is ludicrous, for, by the same token, it may be argued that the Ministers
themselves are unversed in science. There is no evidence to sup»ort any
claim that the Ministers, or for that matter their chief executives the
permanent secretaries, are appointed to their respective ministries on
the basis of any specialised scientific knowledge. TFor this knowledge
they either consult the scientists in their departments -- who as we
conceive it would be represented in a National Research Council -- or

consult expert opinion abroad.

7. Necessary action arising out of the Research Council's recommendations
would have to receive the sanction and co-operation of the Ministry
concerned; for this purpose the ministry and their scientific specialists
would be consulted. There would be opportunitiés for all view-points to
find expression. The dissentient suggests the possibility of antagonisms
between the Council and the departments within the ministries. This implies
that Ministers are likely to be disloyal to their Chief. The Prime Minister
as Chairman of the Council is a safeguard against such unlikely contingencies
for it will be the duty of all departments and agencies to co-operate with
the Council because requests from the Council would come through the Prime
Minister. Apart from these considerations we would emphasise that the
primary function of the Council is to assist and stimulate all scientific

research and if necessary to remove antagonisms where they exist.

8. It must also be bornein mind that the government is not the only sector
involved in scientific research. Other organisaticns such as quasi-

government and non-government organisations are involved.

9. The dissentient's proposal to omit representation from the

socio-economic sphere will deprive the Research Council of eminent

* men who are aware of the needs of society and the economic possibilities

within which projects can be carried out. If the desired 'goal is to be
achieved then the field of socio-economics must find representation, as
otherwise the projects both research and develovment will be out of context

with living reality.
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10. One of the chief functions of the Research Council will be to ensure
that the programmes of research are drawn up by the most knowledgeable
persons in the field, the scientists themselves. It is the scientists who
will be called upon to execute the programmes of work and it is they and
only they who will be able to correctly advise the government regarding the
manner in which scientific work should proceed in the best interests of the
country. This is a privilege afforded to many other spheres of activity in
the country for example the administrative and legal spheres, and it is a
privilege which for so loﬁg has been denied to the scientists much to the

detriment of the country's interests.

. The presence of Ministers in the Council is likely to inhibit free
expression of views by departmental officers and may stand in the way of
a detached scientific and impersonal approach to problems under examination

by the Council.

For the reasons elgborated above, the Ceylon Association for the Advancement
of Science would adhere to the original section in the proposed draft on
which the dissenting view'héd been put forward. This (Section 5, Membership
of the Council) has been accepted by everybody save the dissentient,

Mr. B. Mahadeva.

We wish to completely dissociate ourselves from the dissenting view as it
is contrary both in spirit and principle to the pattern of a National
Research Council. This view is completely removed from the ideas the
Ceylon Association fbr the Advancement of Science had in mind when it
first proposed the creation of such a Research body for Science. Nothing
that has happened in the histbry of our country since that time has given
us cause to change our thinking on this subject.

Sgd: N.D.Vijesekera
Sgd: N.G.Baptist

Sgd: R.0.B.Wijesekera.

25th June 1964.
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Short Title

Establishment
the National

Hesearch

Council of

Ceylon.

Functions
the
cil

An Act to provide the establishment of the
National Research Council of Ceylon and
all matters connected therewith.

1. This Act may be cited as the National Research Council of
Ceylon Act No. of 1964.

2. (i) There shall be established, in accordance with the provisions
of this Act, a Council which shall be called the National Research

Council of Ceylon, hereinafter referred to as "the Council".

(ii) The National Research Council of Ceylon shall, in that name,
be a body corporate consisting of the persons for the time being
holding office as members of the Council as hereinafier provided,
and shall have perpetual succession and a common seal and may sue

and be sued in its common name. N
(iii) The headquarters of the Council shall be in Colombo or in

such other place in Ceylon as may he decided by the Council.

3. The functions of the Council shall be -

J_ (a) to advise the Prime Minister on the application of
Science and scientific research to problems of
national importance for the general benefit of the

community.

o (b) to advise the Prime Minister on the co-ordination of
Reseaich in the various areas of scientific work with
a view to directing scientific work into channels vital

for national programme.

-~

‘/
— (c) to initiate, promote, and intensify fundamental and
applied research with the object of developing the
economic resources of the country, and of promoting

| .

the well-being of the people.

(ﬁ?& to keep under review the country's needs for trained,
scientific and technical personnel, and to advise the

Prime Minister on steps to maintain an adequate supply

of such personnel.

2 (e) to collect and disseminate information relating to
- Scientific and technical matters, and to publish
scientific and technical reports, periodicals and

papers.
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——
\\l (f) to establish and maintain liaison with Scientific

institutions in other countries in matters of

scientific research and interest.

R @) (g) to advise the Prime Minister on matters of scientific
policy, and on any other connected matters referred

to it by the Prime Minister including the allocation

. _C’ of funds for scientific research.
v

D .

rowers of the 4. (i) The Council shall have powers -

Council
(a) to perform all such acts as may be necessary for or

el

incidental to the carrying out of its functions;

{ (b) to make all apoointments necessary for the efficient
discharge of its functions on such terms and
( conditions as it may decide; and within such terms,

to suspend, dismiss or otherwise punish persons in

' its employ;

(&) (c) to institute and award research fellowships
studentships, scholarships, prizes and medals for

0 scientific work.

(b)  (4) to erect, equip, and maintain research units and
laboratories either independently or in association
with organizations engaged in scientific research,
both in the pubiic and private sector and to keep the

principal physical standards of measurement.

(C) (e) to n;ake grants in aid of specilfic research projects

in any scientific insfitution or department;

(J&) (f) to establish a research fund for the promotion of

. gcientific researchfand development to which gifts,
} grants and bequestd may be made by individuals and
/
'\@) corporate bodies; grants should, as approved

donations,&)\e free from income tax;7 xclwnded

1

'D (g) to frame rules and regulations necessary to carry
{

out its objectives;

@ / (h) to acquire and hold any property movable or immovable
required for the purpose of its functions and to nhold

and enjoy the property so acquired;

( (i) to acquire by gift, grant, bequest or devise any such
. } property for the purpose of this Act and to agree to

any condition of such gift, grant, bequest or devise.



Membership

of the
Council

N

(ii)

Kl

(ii1)

(iv)

5. (1)
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All property, movable or immovable, acquired or held by

the Council and all monies paid to or received by the
Council under this ict shall be used and applied by the
Council in furtherence of thé objects of the Council and

the Council shall have the power from time to time, to sell,
grant, convey, devise assign, exchange or otherwise dispose
of or mortgage any such property, and to invest its funds in

such manner as may be necessary and expedient.

The Prime Minister may, by order, vest in the Council for the
purpose of this Act and subject to such restrictions,
conditions and prohibitions of any nature yhatsoever relating
to use, occupation, or disposition as may be specified in the
order, any land or building acquired for a public purpose
under the provisions of any law, now or hereinafter, to be

in force for the acquisition of private lands for public

purpose or any other Crown land.

The Prime Minister may, by Order, transfer to the Council such
fixtures and movable property belonging to the Crown as may be
specified in Order and any fixtures or movable property
specified in any such Order shall, with effect from such date
as may be appointed, thereby vest in and be the property of

the Council.

The Council shall consist of twenty-one (21) members.

(a) Ex-officio Members

I, The Primec Minister who shall be the Chairman.

II. A Vice~Chairman who shall be a member of the
S Cabinet and appointed by the Prime Minister.

' III. The Secretary General of the Council who shall
% be a Scientist and who sﬁall be appointed by
1 the Council with the concurrence of the Prime
Minister.(The first Secretary General shall be
appointed by the Prime Minister in consultation

with the Ceylon Association for the Advancement

\

of Science).

(b) Appointed Members.

I. Three members to be appointed by the Prime
Minister- to represent scientific activity in

the private sector.
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II. Three members appointed by the Prime Minister

representing socio-economic interests.

IIT. Twelve persons who shall be scientists. In the

appeintment of these 12 persons, the Prime Minister
shall include at least one to represent each of the

following research categories :-

Physical Science Research,
Biological Science Research,
Agricultural Research,
lndashwd  Ruseach.

Medical Research, and

Social Science Research.

In the appointment of these 12 scientists, the Prime

Minister shall consult recognised scientific bodies.

(ii) (a) Every member of the Council appointed under paragrarh (n)

(iii)

(iv)

(b)

of Sub-section (i) of this Section shall hold office for

.a period of three years and shall be eligible for

reappointment.

In the first Council, one third (1/3rd) of the number
of non ex-officio members will retire by lot at the
end of the first year and one third (1/3rd) at the

end of the second year. The retiring members in each

case being eligiblevfor re-election.

The Prime Mihister, either on her own initiative or
on the advice of the Council, may remove any member

of the Council - other than an ex-officio member.

In the case of absence of over three months of a
member appointed under sub-section (i)(b) and
(ii)(v), the Prime Minister may appoint, on the
advice of the Council, a person to act in place of
the member during his absence, and the deputy, while
g0 acting, shall have and may exercise all the

powers and functions of a member.

Any non ex-officio member appointed under sub-section
(1){b) and (ii)(b) of this section, who is absent from
three successive meetings of the Council without leave
of the Council shall be deemed to have automatically
lost his membership in the Council; and the Prime
Minister, on the advice of the Council, may thereupon
appoint a person to fill such vacancy thereby for the

unexpired period of membership.

4000000
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6. (1)

(ii)

(1i1)

7. (i)

(ii)

8. (i)

(i1)

(iii)
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A meeting of the Council shall be held once at least in

every two months.

The quorum of the meeting of the Council shall be 10 members.

Subject to the preceding provisions of this section the .
Council shall make rules and regulations relating to the
procedure followed at its meetings and the conduct of its

functions and activities.

Subject to such special rules as may be framed for this
purpose by the Council, the Council may pay to any of its
members any expenses actually incurred by such members for

the purpose of performance of his duty as a member.

Save as provided in sub-section (i) of this Section, no
member of the Council other than the Secretary-General,
shall be entitled to any remuneration or allowance for

work done by him as a member.

The Secretary-Genoral shall be the Chief executive
officer of the Council and shall be a full time officer.

The Council may appoint such other officers and such
servants as the Council considers necessary for the

purpose of this Act.

The remuneration and conditions of service of the officers
and servants of the Council shall be such as may be

determined by the Council.

(iv) 4t the request of the Council, any officer in the public

service may, with the consent of that officer and of the
Secretary to the Treasury, be temporarily appointed to

the staff of the Council for such period as may be
determined by the Council with like consent, or be
permanently appointed to such staff. The provisions of
sub-sections (2) and (3) of section 26 of the Government
Sponsored Corporations Act No.19 of 1955, shall, mutatis
mutandis, apply in relation to any officer in the publié
service who is temporarily or permaenently appointed to the

staff of the Council.

Where the Council employs any person who "has entered
into a contract with the Government by which he has agreed
to serve the Government for a specified period, any period
of service to the Council by that person shall be regarded
as service of the Government for the purpose of discharging

the obligation of such contract.

LIC I BN
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Provident 9. The Council may establish and regulate a provident fund
Pund. ~ for the benefit of all or any of the employees of the
Council and other dependants or nominees and may make
contributions to any such fund out of the moneyé of the

Council.

M 10. The Council shall have its own funds. All monies received
Account . L .
Lecoumts by the Council, including such as may be voted by the

Parliament for use of the Council shall be credited to the

fund, and all payments made by the Council shall be there-from.

As soon as convenient, after the date on which this Act
comes into operation, the Government shall make a contribution
of one million rupees for the purpose of defraying the
expenses of the Council under this Act.

Auditing 11. (1) The Council shall cause its accounts for each Financial
year to be kept in such form and manner as may be
approved by the Minister* with the concurrence of the

. Minister of Finance.

(2) The Financial Year of the Council shall be the year

commencing Cctober 1st.

(3) An estimate of the income and expenditure of the
Council for the ensuing financial year shall be
submitted before the 15th March of each financial
year for the approval of the Minister.

‘ (4) Wnhere any item of expenditure is not provided for
in such estimate, the prior approval of the Minister
' t0 a supplementary estimate shall be obtained before

any expenditure is incurred in respect of such item.

(5) (a) The Accounts of the Council shall be audited
annually by an fuditor (nereinafter referred
to as the Auditor) appointed by the Minister
on the advice of the Auditor General. The
Auditor so appointed shall be a member of the
Institute of Chartered Accountants of Ceylon.
The Auditor shall receive such remuneration
from the funds of the Council as the Ministry

may determine with the concurrence of the Minister

. of Finance.
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(b) The Auditor-General shall have power -

(i) to direct the mamer in which the Council's
accounts shall be audited by the Auditor;
and to give the Auditor instructions in
regard to any matter connected with the
performance of his functions as the Auditor;

and

(ii) to conduct a supplementary or test audit of
the Council's accounts by such person or
peréons as the Auditor—Generai may authorise
ih that behalf, and fotr the purpose of such
audit, to require information or additional
information to be furnished to any person or
persons, and in such form, as the Auditor
General may, by general or special Order,

direct.

(iii) the Auditor-General and the Auditor or any
officer authorised by either of them shall
have access to all such books, deeds, contracts,
accounts, vouchers and other documents of the
Council as the Auditor-General or Auditor may
consider necessary for the purvose of the audit,
and shﬁll be promptly furnished by the Council
or its officers with such information w;thin

their knowledge as may be required for such

purpose.

6. The accounts of the Council in respect of each
financial year shall be prepared and rendered to the
Auditor referred in sub-section (5) before the expiry
of a period of six months after the end of such

financial year.

7. The Auditor shall examine the accounts of the

Council and furnish a report stating -

(i) whether he has or has not obtained all the
information and explanations required by

him; and

(ii) whether the balance sheet and accounts
referred to in the report are properly
drawn up so as to exhibit a true and fair

view of the affairs of the Council.



Regulations

o
¢

-8 -

8. The Auditor shall gubmit his audit report to the
Auditor-General who shall have the right to comment
upon or supplement the audit report in such manner as

he may think fit.

9. The Auditor-General shall transmit the audit report
together with his comments upon, or his supplement to

such report, to the Secretary General,

12. The Secretary General shall, on receipt of the Auditor's Report

in each year, place %efore the Council.

(a) a copy of such report together with the Auditor-
General's comments, if any, upon, and his

supplement, if any, to such report.
(b) a copy of the income and expenditure account;
(¢) a copy of the balance sheet; and

(d) & report on the work performed by it for the
period for which the income and expenditure

acoount and the balance sheet have been made up.

15, The Minister shall cause copies of all the documents
gpecified in the last preceding sub-section to be laid before

the House of Representatives and the Senate.

14. The Council may make regulations not inconsistant with this
Act prescribing all matters which are required or permitted to
be prescribed or which are necessary or convenient to be

prescribed for carrying out or giving effect to this Act.

* Note. - Minister means the Prime Minister.




ANNEZX,

Dissenting view

Mr. B. Mahadeva expressed the view that, if the Prime Minister was
to be the Chairman of the Council, it was both necessary and desirable that
other Ministers whose Ministries were directly concerned with research,
should also be members of the Council. He suggested that, in addition to
the Prime Minister, the Ministers in charge of Agriculture, Industries,
Fisheries, Health and Education should be ex-officio members of the Council.
With the inclusion of these four additional ex-officio members (one Minister
other than the Prime Minister was already included as an ex-officio member
in the Committee's draft Bill) the number of non ex-officio members could
be reduced by the deletion of the 3 members whose inclusion to reprecent
so-called "Socio-economic interests" has been suggested in the Committee's
draft Bill, and by the reduction in the number of scientific members hy one.

This would leave the total number of members on the Council unchanged.
Mr. Mahadeva stated that he made this suggestion because -

(i) it was very necessary that the Ministers whose Ministries
would eventually have fo implement the recommendations
of the National Research Council, particularly in the
fields of agricultural, industrial, fisheries and wmedical
research, should be closely associated with the development

and discussion of the plans which come before the Council;

(ii) it would reduce the possibility of antagonism developing
between the Council and the Government Research Department
and other research agencies (i.e. the University, Research
Institutes etc.) through which the major part of the Island's
scientific research would have to be conducted, and ensure
that the Council's proposals were speedily implemented by

these Departments and agencies;

(iii) it was not correct to require the Prime Minister to preside
at meetings of the Council, consisting almost exclusively
of experts in special fields, without the assistance of
her Ministers who were in charge of research in these

fields.

sena10/1115
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NATIONAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL

The present proposal to have a Nationnl Research Council
emerged from a resolution of the General body of the Ceylcn Association
for the Advancement of Science urging the Government to appoint
a 8cience Commigaion " to investipate the facilities at present

. available in Ceylon for scientific and techniezcl research developnont,

how these should be co«ordinated and extcnded, and to formulate a
sciontific policy for the country,’

This resolution was brought to the neticc of the Hon,Prime
Minister and the Hon. Ministcr of Industries, Home and Culture by
the Caylon Association for the Advancement of Scicnce in May 1962,

Action was initiatcd by the Hon.,Minister of Industries, Home
and Cultural Affairs, A Cabinet paper proposing the appointmont of
& 8cience Comnission of 5 Members as a step preliminary to the
setting up of - tthe Nationa} Research Council was prepared by the Ministry
ot Industries, Home and Cultural Affairs, The retting up of =~
Bc¢ience Commission was approved by the Cobinet in November 1663,

Subsequently the Hon,Prime Ministcr had discussions with the
Director of the Unesco Science Co~operation Office, New Delhi, the
Permenent Secretary to the Ministry of Commeree and Industries and
the Permancent Secretary to the Ministry of Education and Cultural
Affairs, It was decided then by the Hon,Prime Minister that it was
not necessary to appoint a Science Commission to set up a National
Research Council, It was considered that a conference reprcsentative
of various Departments and orgcnizations conducting research chould
be convened and that the decisions should be conmumicated to tho
Hon,Prime Minister,

Accordingly, as asrecd betwecn the Permanent Secrotary,

Ministry of Education & Cultural Affairs cnd the Director,Nationcl
Planning Sceretariat, a meeting was convened on 1,4.64 to which
were invited the followingi=

R epresentatiires fron the following Ministries:=

Ministry of Transport & Vork, y

Ministry of Agriculture and Food,

Ministry of Land, Irrigations & Power, ’
Ministry of Posts,Broadcasting cnd Information,
Ministry of Health,

Ceylon Association for the Advauccment.of Science-8 Reps, -
Director,CISIR, or his rcprescntatives, -

2 Representatives~ University of Ceylon, Peradeniya,
cOntrollei,Economie Division,

Mr Clark,“hief of Unesco Mission,

Dircetor,National Planning,

Becretary,National Commission,Unexco,

The mecting,at which the Permonent Secrotary to the Ministry
¢f Bducation and Cultural Affairs presided, discussed the proposal
and decided to appoint a Sub-Committee as follows to prepare the draft
proposals for the esinblishment of a Nationnl Research Council
for submission to the Hon.Prime Ministor,
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The SBub-Committee comprisedi~

1, Permanent Secretary Ministry of Education & Carturel Aftoirs,
" 2, Prof,0,E.R.Abhayaratna, Dean of the Faculty of Medicine,

3, Dr.N.G.Baptist,Representative of the C.A.S88
4, My B Mahadeva,3/ARF,,
8. My, .A,5.Navaratnarajah,Dircctor of Development,

6,'ur.A.O.Weorasihghb,Senior‘Assistant Seéretary M/L,1,P,

7. Dr.A.Sundealingen,Director,CI0IR,,

with Mx,T.C,I.Ekanayake,Secrectary, National Commission,Unesco, to

function as secretary of the Sub-Committee,

The Sub-Committee met on four occasions and has prepared o Draft
for the setting up of a National Research Council in Coylon, The draft

Act is herewith forwarded.

AN SCT TO PROVIDE THE ESTABLICHMENT OF THE
NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL OF CLYLON AND ALL
MATTERS_CONNECTID THIRLYITH
1, This Act may be cited as the National Rescarch Council
of Ceylon Act No. of 1064,
2, (1) There shall be establiéhed, in accordance with the
previekensf this Act, a Council which shell be cclled the
Mational Research Council of Ceylon,hereinatter roferred to

as " the Council ,
. )

€41) The National Research Council of Ceylon shalig'in that

name, be a body corporate conaistiné of the pcrsons for the

Bhort Title

Egtablishpont
of tho Notiow
nal Resocreh
Council of
Coylon,

time being holding cffice as members of the Council as hereinafter

provided, and shall have perpetual succession and a common seal

and may sue and be sued in its common nane,

¢4i1) The headquarters of the Council shall be in Colombo or

in such other plase in Ceylon as may bo dccided by the Council,

3. The tunctions of the Council shnll be-
ta) to advise the Prime Minister on the application of

Punctions
of the

Science and scientific research to problems of national ®ouncil,

importance for the gencral benecfit of the community,
(b) to advise the Prime Minister on the cow-ordination of

Rescarch in the various areas of sciontific vwork with
a view to dirccting scientific work into channols vitcl

for nationa} progress.

Ce) to initiate, promote #hd intensifyfundmental and
applied resenrch with the object of developinz the
economic resources of the country and of promoting
the well-being of the people.

(d) to keep under rcview the country s necds for troined,

sciontific ond tochnical porsonndl cnd to cdvise thc Prime Ninistor
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on gteps to maintain an adequate supply of such porsonnel,.
(e) to collect shd disseminate information relating to scisntific
and tcchniedl matters and to public sciontific and
technical reports, periodicals snd papers,
(t) to establish and maintain ldddson with scicntific institutiono
in other countriecs in matters of scicntific research and interest,
(g) toalvise the Prime Minister on matters of sciocntific policy
and 60 any other connected matters referred to it
by the Prime Minister includiny the allocation of
‘funds for mcientific research,
Powers of 4, (1) "The Council shall have powerste
thes Council Ca) to perforn all such acts as may be necessary for or
incidental to the varrying out cf its functionsj
(b) to make =11 appointments necessary for the efficient
discharge of 1ts functions on such terns and conditions
as 1t may decidej and within such terns, to suspend,
‘ dismiss or otherwise punish persons in its employ;
(¢c) to institute and award research fellowships,studentships,
scholarships, prizes and medals for scicntific works
€d) to erect,equip and maintcin research units and laborataries
either independently of in assoeiation with organizations
engaged in scientific _:eseb,r;:h, both ia the public ond private
sector and to kecp the principal physical standards of meanurcnontos
(o) to make grants in aid of spccifiic research projects in ony
scientific dnstitutions or departoents;
(2) to etablish o rosearch fund for tho promotion of scicntific
research and doveldpment to which ifts, pronts and bequests -
may be made by individuals and corporate bodiesjcronts chould,as
‘ approved donations, be frec fron income tax 3
Cg)’ to frame rulos and regulations necessary to carry out ite
objectivess
(h) toscquire and hold any property movoble or immovahle required
for the prupose of its functions an? to hold and cnjoy the
property sosacquired;
(i) toscquire by gift,pgrant, beduest or device any such property
for the purpose of thid Act and to mroo to eny conditica of such
gift, grant, -bequest or Govises
(11) A1l property,movable or imicvable, acguived or held by the Council
and all monies pzid cén to or rcceived by the Council under this
Act shall be used and applied by the Council in furthorance, of the .
objects ctf the Council and the Council chall have the power from
time to time, to eell,crant,eonvey;,dovise,asoigh, exchunpe or othervise |
dispose of or mortgage any suck property ond to invest its funds in such .
panner as may be necessary end oxpedient.
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(i11) The Prime Minister may, by order,vest in the Council

- for the purpose pf this Act and subjeet to restrictions,conditions
and prohibitions of ony nature v‘nhatsoever relating to ixse,
occupation or disposition as may be specified in the Order, any
land or building acquired for a public purpose under the provisions
of any law now or hereinsfier to be in force for the acguisition
o private lan#s for public. purpose or any other ®rown land,

(1v) The Prime Minister nay, by Order,transfer to the Council
such fixtures and movalile property belonging to the Crown as may
be specified in Order ond any fixtures or moiable proporty specified
in such Order shail,with effect from such date as may be appointed,
thereby vest in and be the property of the Council,
8. (1) The Council shall consist of twenty-one (21) nembers, Mombership

€a) Ex-officio members-— I, The Prime Minister vho shalk of tho
Council,

be the Chairman,

11. AVice=Chairman who shall be
a nenber of the Cabinet and
appointed by the Prine Minister,

111, The Scerctary~General of the

Council vho shall be appointed by the
~§ouncil with the concurrence of the
. rime Minister, The f2irot Secrotarye
aeneral shall be cppointcd by tle
Prime Minister in consultation with tho
Ceyion Association for the Advancenent
o £ Science,

¢b) Appointed Members~ . 3 membors to be appointed by tho
Prime Minister to rcprescnt scientific

activity in the private cector,
IX. 3 memberc appointed by the Prime
Ministcer represcnting sociowecononic
1ntemté.; .
111, 12 persons who shall be scicentists,
In the appointment of theso 12 persons,
the Prime Minister shall inelude at
lcast one to represent each of thoe
following research cateorieste
Physical Science Researoli, .
Biologzical Sc¢ience Research,
Agricultural Researeh,
Industrial Research,Mediccl Research,
and 8Social Science Rescarch,
In the appointment of thesc 12 scientists,
the Prime Minister shall consult
reccognised scientific bodies,
(11) ¢a) Every member of the Council appointed under
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paragraph (b) of 94b -section (i) of this Section
shall hold office for a period of three ycars ond
ghall be eligible for reappointment,
¢ 'In the tirst Council, one third €1/3rd) of the number
of non-exwofficio members will retire at the end of the
first yoar and one third €1/3rd) at the ond of the
Seconfl year, The retiring members in each case beins
eligible for re-election,
C111) The Prime Minister, either on his own initiative or on
the advise of the Council, may remove any member of the Council-
other than an ex-officio member,.
Civ) In the case of absence of over three months.of a membor
appointed under sub-section ¢1) (b) and (ii) (b), the Prime Minister
- may appoint on the advisé of the Council, a person toaet in place
¢f the member during his absence amd the deputy,vhile so aeting,
shall have and may exercise all the powers and functions of a member,
¢v) Any non ex-officio member appointed under sub=seetion
(1) Cb) ond (41) (b) of this section, who is absent from three
successlve meetings of the Council without leave from the Council
shall be deemed to have automatiecally lost his menvership in the
Council, and the Prime Minister , on the ndvise of the COuncii,
may thereupon appoint: a person to £ill such vaccncy thercby for
the unexpired period of membership, v
6. (i) A meoting of the Council shall bo held o nce at least
in every two months,
¢i1) The yuorum of the meoting of the Council shall be 10 membors,
(i11) Subjeet to the preceding provisons of tais section the
Council shall make rules ond reculations rclating tothe
procedure 2ollowed at its meetinge and the conduct of its
functions and activities.
7. (i) Subject to such special rules as may be framed for this Expenses
purpose by the Council, the Council may pay to any of its membersof .
any expenses actually incurred by such members for the Merbors,
purpose of performanee ¢of his duty a2s o member,
€44) 8ave as provided in sub-section (i) of this Section, no
member of the Council other than the Seerctary-General shsll be
entitled to any renumeration or allowance for vwork cdone by him
as a member, \
8. (1) The Secrctary-General shall be the chief executive officer Staff
of 'tlie Council and shall bec a2 full time officer,
(41) The Council may appoint such other officers and cuch
gervants as the Council considers necessary for the purpose of
this Aet,
(111) ?he renumeration and conditions of service of the
efticers end servantc of the Council shall be such as may be
determined by the Council,
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Auditing,
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(iv At.the request of the Comeil; any officer in ‘he public

service, may,with the consent.of the officer and of the Secorctary

to the Treasury, be tomporarily eppointed to the staff of the

Council for such period as may be determined by the Council whtd"

like consent, or be permanently appointed to such staff, The
provisions of subesections (2) ond €3) of sectien 26 of tho Governpent=
Sponsored Corporations Act No.10 pf 1955, shall, mutatis mmtondis,
applp in relation to eny officer in the publie service wio is

terporily or pernanently appointed tmmmummm

to the atatf of the Coumcil,

Where the Council cmploys any person vho has entcred into a
contract with the Governmont by which he has agrecd to serve the
Government for a specific period; any period of service to t‘he
Council by that person shall be regorded as service to the ('overnment
for the purpose of discharging the obligations of such contracts,

6. lfhe Council may establich ond regulate o provident fund
for the benefit of all or any of the cmployees of the Coumcil
and other dependents or nominees and may make controbutions to

any such fund out of the monecys of the Council,

" 'The Council shall have its own fundds’ All monies received
by the Council, 1nt1uding osuch as may be voted by the Parlicment
for use ofcthe Counc:ll,, shall Be ercdited tp the fund ond all
payments made by the Coureil choll be therefrom,
As soon as convenient, after the date on which this Act
comes into operat:lcn, the Governnent shall make o contribution
of one million rupces tor the purpose of defrayins the oxpenses
of the Council umder this Act,
11, €1) The Council shall cousc its accounts for each financial
year to be kept in such form and monner as nay be approved by
the Minister® with the concurrence of the Minister of Finance,.
¢2) The Pinancial Yeai-' of the Council shall be tho year
commencing October 1st.
(‘3) An estimate of the :lncome and expenditure of the Council
_tor the ensuing financial year chall be submitted before the
15th March of Eavh finorcizl year for the approve} of the Ministmy -
tc 'a suppiemenfary éstimai:e nhail be obtained before any oxpenditure,
is incurred in rospect of such item.
¢s) (a) The Accounts of the Council shall be cuditod annually by
am. Auditor (hereinafter re!erred 40 as the Auditor) appointed
by the lliniater on the advise of the Additor General, The
Aud;tor so appointed shall be o mcmber of the Institute of
Chartered Accountants of Ceylon. The Auditor shall reccive
such remmeration from the funds of the Council as tho Minigter
nay detormine with the concurrence of the Minister of Fimmcé.
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(B) The Auditor-General chnll have poworw
(i) to direct the momner in vhich the Council's
accounts shall be cudited by the Auditor; and
to give the Auditor instructions in rogard to
any matter connected with the porformance of
his functions as tke Auditor; and
C¢i1) to conduct a supplerentary or test audit of tho
Council's nccounts by such porson or porsous
u6 the AuditoryGencral may authorise in thot
behalf., and for the purpose of such oudit, to
require infiymution or additionul information to
be furnished t¢o any person or persons, and in
such form, as the Auditor General may, by roneral
or cpceinl Qrder, direct,
¢e) The Auditor-General and the Auditor or any officer
authoeigsed by either of them chall have access to cll such books,
deeds, contracts,accounts, vouchors and other documcnts of the
Council as the Auditor-General or Auditor may congider necessory
for the purpose of the audit, and shall be promtly furnished by
the Cuuncil or its cfficers with such inZornation within thelr
knowledpe as may Ube required for guch prupose,
€6) The accounts of the Council in respect of each finonciol
year shall be preparcd and renderced to tho Auditor referred to in
subwesection(5) bafore the cxpiry of & period o2 sik moatho after
the end of such financial year,
€75 e Auditor shall examine the accounts ¢f the Commecil and
furnich a2 rcport ctatingw
(1) whether he has or has not obtained cll the information
and expla.uatidns required by him; and
(’i.i) whether the bélance shect ond accounts referred to
| in the renort aro properly drawn up so as to exhibit
a tms and fair viev of the affairs of the Cowmcil.
Cs) The suditor shall submit hia udit report to the Auditorw
General who shall have the risit to comront upon or supplemcnt the
audit report in such manner as he may think fit,
(9) The Auditor General shall transmit the cudit report tocothor

'\k
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with his coniment upon, or nis supplenzat to cach rcport to the
S8ecretary~Qeneral, ‘ '
12, ¢ The Secretary~General shall, on rcceipt of the Auditor’s Report
. in each year, place before the Cowncile
C(a) a copy of such rcport whth the Auditore
General's comments , if any,upon, ond his supplcment,
if any, 80 such rcports
(b) a copy of the income ond expenditure accounts
(c) 8 copy of the balance shectj and
€a’ a report of the Council on the work performed by
it for the period tor which the incomm and cx'pgnd i) A el

account and the balance shect have becn rude Up,
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13, he Minister shall cause copies of all the documents
+ .
apecitied in the last preceding sub-gection to be 1laid bofore
the House of Representatives and the Senate,

Regulations 14, Theruncil may make regulations not inconsistcent with

this Act prescribing all matters which are required or
permitted to be prescribed or which are necessary or conveneint
to be prescribed for carrying out or civing effect to this Act.

* Wote Minister moans the Prime Minister,

ANNEX
DISSENTING _VIEW

)

Mr ¥ohadove expressed the view thaé; if the Primo Minister
was to be the Chairman of the Councii, oit wae both necessary and
degipable that other Ministers whose Ministries were dircetly
concerned with research, chould be members of the Council,

i; sugrested that, in addition to the Prime Mimister, the Ministers

in charged of Agriculture,Industries,Fishcries,Heslth and

Education should be ex-officio members of the Coumcil, With the
inclusion of these four adiitional ex~officio members (one Minister
other than the Prime Minister was alrcady inciuded as an ex-officio
meubers wmsdximcmiumbky  in the Comnittee s draft Bill) tho number
o2 aon ex- officio members could be reduccd b§ the deletion of the 3 meabordg
vhose inclusion to represent so«called "Socio=econonic inycrests" has
been sugpested in the Committee s draft Billm and by the rcduction

in the number of scientific members by onc, This world lcave the
total number of members on the Council unchanged.

My Mahadeva stated that he made this sugrestions becausew-

(1) it was very necessary thot the Minieters vhose Ministries

would eventually have £ to implement the recommendations of

the National Research Council, particulorly in the fields of
agricultural, industries, ficheries and nedical resecarch,

should be closely aszociated withk the developuent ond discuscion

of the plans vhich come before the Councilg
(41) 1t would reduce the poésibility of antaronisn developing
between the Council and the “overnment Rescarch Departoents

and other research agencies (i.é. the VUniversity 8escarch

Institutes) through vhich the major part of the. Iolond's

scicntific research would have to be conducted , and cnsure

that the Council‘s proposals were specdily émplemented

by these Departments and apgenciesg

(111) it was unfair ond dndesitsble to requirc the Prime Ministor

to preside at mectings of the Council, consisting almost

exclusively o cxperts in special ficlds, without the

agsistant of his Ministries who were in charpge of research in thesc

2ields,.
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COMMENTS ON THE DISSENTING VICW OF MR,.B.MAHADEVA
by members of the delepation represcnting the Ceylon Ascociation
for the Advancement of SBcience

1. The ﬂhtionAI Regearch Counoil as envisaged in the draft Acte
accepted by all save the dissentient- is an advisory and plonning body
taking on the okecution of only such projects for vhich no provision
exists already.

ﬁ. When the éissentiont states that he considors it very nccesoary
that the Ministers whose ministries would eventually have to implesent

the recommendations of the National Research Council should be oloéely
ascociated with the discussion of the p}ans which come before the

Council he scems to be thinking in terms of pencrol scientitic plamning
rather than of the organisation and direction of ecientific rescarcli,

The dissentient alco otates that it is not corrcet to requirs tho Primo
Minister to preside ai mectings without the assistonce of ¢the Ministers

in cherpe o2 rcsearcﬁ in <heose ficlds, Vo™ arc cnoble to soz ¢he point

of this argument, The Ministers arc in charger of research only in o

very peneral and remote scnse, Buca views that they couvld oxpress in the
Council would be factual and expressive of their hopes and intcantions

for the future, The National Research Council would not cmbark on the
scientific discussion of a subject wit out ascertaining the background
tacts and information and the views of the rolevant ministry would
naturally be obtained berorehand. It would be o sheer vwaste of o Einistor
time to attend tke meetings of the Council morcly for the purpose o2  ~
kecping the Council informed of facts which cen be obtained in writing
beforchand,

3. ¢ would be the duty of a National Research Council to mointain
close collaboration with government departments conductin® regearch

within the Varxous ministries.. It i however neither practiccoble nor
desirable for the reSpectﬁve'Iinisters to be menbers of the Council.

4, It the dissentient & argument is ccnccded it would be necessary
for at least half the cabine%« at a concervative estimate~ to be

in the Council, vhich would give the Council the appecrance of a

Cabinet Sub-Committee with scicntific adivsers,

5, Xt ic a fact that the peneral practice in-National Research
Councils of this type in developing coumtries today, is to havo the

Prime Ministor ss Chairman, This automntically cnsurcs o high priority

for decisions taken by the Com~il,

8. Any arcunont besed on the innuendo thot the Prime Mintstor boing
a layman is not knowledgeable on matters concoraning sciontific

research is ludicrous, for, by the same toiren, it may be argued thot

the Ministers themsclves are unversoed in scicnco. There s no cvidenco

to support any claim that the Ministcrs, or for that matter theoir ketdk
chief executives the permcnont secretary are apnointed to their

respective ministries on the basis of any opcciclised scientific Rnowledre,
For this knowledge they eithior consult the ccicntists in their dopartments-
who as we conceive it would Do ropresonted im o Nationnl Rescarch Counc le-or
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or consult expert opinion abroad,

7. Necessary action arising out of tho Research Counc:ll's reoconnendations
would have to receive the sanction ond cooperation of the Ministry conccrncdés
for this purpose the ministry and their scientific speciclists would be
consulted, There would be opportimities for all viewwpoint to find
expression,
The dissentient sugrrests the pogsibility of cntaronicm between the council
and the departments within the Ministriesz, This implies that Ministries
are likely to be disloya} to their chief, iho Prime Minister as Chairnen
0f the Council is & safeguard against such unlikoly contin~cncies for it
will be tho duty of 21l departments and groncies to cooperato with tho
Council because requests from the Council would come throurh the Prime
Minister,
Apart from these considerations we would cmphasise that the primary
function of the Council bz to assist and stimulate all scientific

research and if necessary to remove antaconismc where they exiot,
8, It nust hlso be borne in mind that .the rovernnent is not the
only sector involved in gcientific research, Other ormnnisations such as
quasi-sovernment and nonwgovernment orsnhisctions are involve(f.
5. The diesentient?s proposal to omit reproscontotion Zrom the
socio=economic gphere will deprive the Research Council of eminent
men who are awnre of the neads of society and the economic possibilitices
within vhich projemts can he carricd out, '
?1 the desired goal is to bo achieved then the fiecld of soclow econcides
must ¥m find represcntation, as otherwise the projects both resenrch cnd
dovelopment will be out of context with living reality,

10, One of the chief fimctions of the Rescarch Comncil will be to
ensure that the programmes of rescarch are frawn up by the uost lnowledsenble
persons in the field, the scicntists themselves,

+ i8 the cclentists who will be called upon to arncute the progzensunes of
\%vork,and it is they and orly they vho will be oble to corrcetly udvise

the povernrent rogording the manner in wheih scicntific work should procced
in the bezt intorest of the country, .
This is a privilepne afforded to mzny other spheres of cctivity in the oomtry,
for exzmple, the administrative and legal spheres, and it is a privileye
which for =m0 1ocng has been denied to the scicntists nuch to the detriment

of the country's interests,
1f.‘ The prescnce of Ministers in the Courcil io likely to inndbit
free expression of views by departmental officors and may stand in the way ot
a detached scicentific and impersona} approach to problems under examination
by the Coumncil,

For the reasons claborated obove, the Ccylon Associntion for the
ADvancement of Science would adhere to tho original scetion in the proposed
dratt on which the disscnting view has been put forwardy
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This(85% Membership of the Council) has becen accepted by everybody
save the diesentienf, M, B.Mahmievd%
We wish to completely dicsocinte oursclves from the dissenting view
as 1t is contrary both in spirit and principle to the pattcrn ef o
’f'gtioml Research Council, This view is. cozpletely rcmoved froy
the jdeas the Ceylon Ascociation for the Advancenment of Scicnce had
in nind when it first proposcd the creation c? such a Resecrch Loly
for Science, Nothing that has hoprered bnnthe history of our cowitry
since that time has riven us causc tc chopps our thinling on this
svhject,

gpde  HenJWijoselors

orde HeGeBoptict

grde  E.0.B.7ijesclora
25th June 19264,



1948
4‘19

1950

1952

1953

1956

@ 1960

1961-63

Science

Commission

Some Notes On The Establishment Of the '

National Science Council of Ceylon .,

AR h .
Lacongg;a$ed by an'Act of Parliament,

Act No. 9 of 1968 and Amendment Act No.44 of 1968

The C.A.A.S. first proposed the creation of a body which would
have over-all responsibility for the formulation of a National
Science Policy. The memorandum on the creation of a Council

for Scientific and Industrial Research for Ceylon was presented
to the first Prime Minister, Mr. D.S.Senanayake. 4 draft bill
was drawn up on lines similar to that of the Indian Council and

Industrial Research.

The C.A.A.S. appointed a committee to study the organization of

scientific industry in Ceylon,

The report gé this committee was endorsed by the General Committee
and presented to the Hon. D.S.Senanayake, Prime Minister. Since

no action was taken on this matter;TC.A.A.S. delegation intervicwed
Mr. D.S.Senanayake, Prime Minister and urged him once again to

take necessary action to see that a Research Council on the lines

indicated in the 1949 memorandum was formed.

No action was taken up to this time. . The C.A.A.S. took up the

matter again. This move however, went asﬁiew and resulted in the

. creation of the C.I.S.I.R.

As no action on the formation of a National Research Council
was_teken, had up to then been taken by the Government, the
C.A.A.S. formed a General Research Committee of eighteen as a

substitute for the National Research Committee. Crun el

The General Research Committee re-examined the original C.A.A.S.

proposals to form a National Research Council,

The C.A.A.S. submitted a memorandum to the Minister of Industries,
Mr. Maithripala Senanayake. A Cabinet paper on the creation of

a National Research Council was drawn up and presented to

Mr. Senanayake as an ouE:come of these discussions. It was prelfdede
further proposed that a\# Science Commission" should yﬁgﬁgta thtip
creation of a body such as the National Research Council., On the
Minister's request, the C.A.A.S. explored the possibility of
obtaining Unesco aid in the formaddkon of high level experts to
serve on this Commission. The formation of a Science Committee

of 5 members as a preliminary to setting up the National Research
Council was approved by the Cabinet in November 1963,

After subsequent discussion with the Director, UNESCO Science
Co-operation Office, New Delhi, the then Prime Minister decided
that instead of the proposed ' Science Commission" a conference
of representatives of various departments and organizations

engaged in research be convened to discuss proposals for the
‘02/00



formation of the National Research Council., These decisions were to

be conveyed to her.

At this meeting a Sub-committee

was appointed to prepare the draft proposals for the establishment of a

National Research Council,

1964 - The Draft Act was prepared, and submitted to the Hon.Prime Minister
for discussion.,
Dissenting The dissenting views of Mr. B.Mahadeva, Permanent Secretary,
views . Ministry of Agriculturel Food and Fisheries and comments on the
‘ dissenting view by members of the delegation representing C.A.A.S,
were submitted together with the Draft Act.

Major differences of opinion related to

a) Ministerial Representation on the Council.
b) Whether the Prime Minister should be Chairman of the Council.
c¢) Whether the Council should be allowed to have executive functions

in addition to its Advisory responsibilities.

Minor disagreements arose on

~a) Numerical strength of the Council.
b) Financing of the Council.

c) Appointment of the Secretary-General.,

‘ ‘ 1966 - In view of the differences of opinion that had arisen, the Prime
Minister instructed the Economic Secretary to the Cabinet to
consider the matter afresh and finalise a draft bill for Cabinet
approval,

A memorandum dated 1st February 1966 issued by the Economic

Secretary embodied the following suggestions.

1) The proposed Council be given a special position, so that as an
Advisory Body, its proposals be given serious and careful
consideration by the Government. However, appointment of the
Prime Minister as Chairman would not be feasible for certain

reasons,

2) " Ministers have no real place in a National Research Council as
a Research Council would fof the most part concern itself with
matters of a specialist nature ". It would be preferable to
appoint to the Research Council " those who normally act as

advisors to the Minister on Scientific matters '".

.3/
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3) As there was a possibility that if the Prime Minister and other
Ministers were excluded from the Council, the advice it gives
could easily be neglected,itlﬁ was suggested that the Governor -~
General be appointed as Patron of the Council. The Council would
%St as advisor to the Governor General on Scientific matters. The
Governor General in turn would convey the advice to Cabinet or

individual Ministers,

4) The position of the Council be strengthened by placing the
C.I.S.I.R. in its charge. The Council would be responsible for
appointing a Managing Board and Director and for formulating the
over-all policy of the C.I.S.I.R.

~

. .
5) The crit%gm that since the Council was an advisory body, it was

anamolous for it to have executive powers, did not appear to be

reagonable,
@ . =556 - Ecomsmictuvizor - Ministry of Pr & Brfhr—bo—GemProvident—GAAS
¥ SF wan o Sugqested, flar - _
Suggee%iFn- as an alternativgfpccpssai a Ministry of Scien¢e and Technology be.

set up first - Such a IMinistry would be in a better position to
A
recommend)ada&se and promote the creation of advisiﬁ% bodies.

Comments on proposal of Economic Advisor/Ministny of P. & E.A.

Commeénting on this memoygndum Dr. N.éi_gaptisﬁ suggestﬁﬁthat
a) No ministﬁg;T-representation on the Council was necessary or
desirable. ‘
b) It was not necessary that the P.M. be Chairman;\}if direct liason
can beugrovided between Council and Cabinet.
c) To acheive a degree of efectiveness and realism, it was desirable
. . ~ that the Council have some executive responsibi;lij:y - eﬁag‘;')]rf‘_m g
CeI.S.I+R.y M.ReI. and other state sponsored Research Industries
hewdeh ... eventually be brought under the executive responsibility

of the Council.

Minor features
a) Mumerical strength should not exceed 19'inc1uding the Chairman
b) Financing should preferably be under the llinistry of Planning
¢) S.G. be aprointed by the G.§. on the recommendation of the Council
i of the CAAS.
CAAS view Ceienec
a) The CAAS was not onposed to the setting up of a Ministry of Seienti-
£ie and Technolggy.but it was not willing to accept the Ministry

as a substitute for a National Research Council.

b) They were still agreed that the P.M. should be Chairman.

c) It was also agreed that "in its relationship to Government the
Council of course could have advisory function only. But this did
not in any way conflict with the Council having all the executiye
powers of a corporate body in matters that did not involve a direct

L] L3 3 v“
relationship with Government. ' Cont 'd. .4
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1961
Nogg2E=4967 — A Draft Bill

6 provide for the Establishment of the National Science Council

of Ceylon for matters connected therewith" was presented to Parliament.
. i 29 Nerembeor 1947, — Ruaeuded L I
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Notes for Hon. Hinister

's talk to

National Science Council

The necessity to organise and direct scientific activities

for the development of a country's resources has been recognised

all over the world. The methods by which the science policy for a

country should be developed is cﬁrrently receiving the attention

-of both the highly industrialised

Central scientific organizations have been set up in many countries,

and the developing countries.

but because the concept of an organised scientific policy is

comparatively new, these central co-ordinating organizations have

taken different forms in different countries. It night be said

that the development of central science policy making bodies is

still in the early stages.

Our own attempts at creating

a centralised co-ordinating

scientific body was the formation of the National Science Council

in 1968, under the National Science Council, of Ceylon Act No: 9

of 1968, Under this Act, the Council consists of 21 members

representing the main areas of sc

ientific research, namely

(a) Physical Science Research

(b) Biological Science Research

(¢) Agricultural Research
(d) Industrial Research
(e) Medical Research

(f) Social Science Research

The main functions of the Council as specified in the Act

are briefly -~

(1) To advige the Minister on -

(a) the application of science and scientific

research to problems of national importance

for the general benefit of the community;

(b) the co-ordination o

f research in the various

fields of scientific work;

(¢c) the steps that should be taken to maintain

an adequate supply

personnel;

(d) matters of scientif

allocation of funds

(2) Initiate,promote and int

research.

of scientific and technical

ic policy including the

for scientific research.

ensify fundamental and applied

(3) To collect and disseminate information on scientific

and technical matters, and publish reports etc.

Unfortunately, the first Council was unable to carry out some

of these functions effectively.

The Council realised that this was

primarily due to the lack of direct links with the Ministries

concerned with scientific and tec

hnological activities, and with

planning. The former Council therefore recommended to me that the

cee2/0un
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Council should be reconstituted in such a way as to bring in
members who would provide liééon between the National Science
Council and the various Ministries. Briefly, theycﬁsﬁ&%gigded
that the Ministries ghould form Standing Research Gouncids and
that the Chairman of each such Standing Research Connmittee
should be a member of the National Science Council. In the
case of certain Ministries whose activities were related,

Joint Standing Research Committees were to be formed.

These recommendations were taken up at Cabinet level
by me and accepted by %ﬁ?inet. This Council is thus constituted
(o N

on the basis of this schedule, but at the same time, keeping

within the provisions of the Act.

Some of you have been appointed to represent the Standing
Research Committees of the various Ministries and I must
request such members to ensure that the Standing Research
Committees function effectively and that information on the work
of their Ministries is fed back to the National Science Council
In this context, I might refer to the difficulty the executive
staff of the Council have already experienced vhen attempting to
collect any relevant data, viz. on Manpower Resources and needs,
other resources,expenditure on research and experimental develop-
ment etc. No planning is possible without reliable data of this
nature. Perhaps, this lack of co-operation results from the
ignorance of the value of this type of data to development
planning, and therefore it must devolve on you, especially those
of you representing the Standing Research Committees to inculcate
this attitute of co-operation among those departments and
institutions within your ( particular group ). One of your
functions is to advige Government on the allocation of funds
for scientific research and it ifould therefore be necessary for
the representatives of the various Ministries to advise the

Council on such matters.

The establishment of a functional 8cientific and Technical
Yocumentation Centre is a long-felt need of the scientific
community., The Ministry has already taken steps to obtain the
assistance of an‘Ihternational ok y to establish such a
Centre. This very important ancilliary service, I hope, will
soon become a reaiity. It would seem logical that such a Centre,
should be linked to the Council, and I therefore request you to

give this proposal high priority in your progmamme for the year.

The absence of ancilliary services has been one of the causes
of the Brain Drain, both external and internal. Again high priority
should be given by the Council to matters pertaining to the provision
of such services in the current context of our economy. You will
all agree with me, no doubt, that it is most important that the
favourable conditions be provided for scientists, if the present

Brain Drain is to be arrested or hopefully even reversed.

...3/...



The W.5.C. shold bo aware of the openings in the vorious Scicntific Rescorch

};nstituﬁions ond Institutions of Migher Mducction. It should cndeavour to acooso

. cmployment nceds and direct and as:ist trained scicntific and technicnl personncl
»

g T+

to find {their corrcct niche in the scicntific co mmnity. This is importcnt if we
arc to encourase our young scientists, who have been troined abroad to rotura nowd.
At present, scholarships and fellowships in all disciplinco arc chanallod
through the Dept. of lixternal Resources. I expect +tho new council could proparc
a rcport on the feacibility of chanelling awards for all ficlds of socicnce and
tcchnology through the Council.
Finally, I must strcss again that the Council will function as the
Promicr Seicnce Policy llaking Body in the country. liost develoning countrico arc
otriving to achkeve a coherent policy for Egifncq which will run concurrcnt with ito
dovelonuent policy. lle arc no exccption,| to do this we must develon our om
indég‘cnous scicntific regources. Each of &ou, roprocento either o particular
digcinline or a groun of disciplines. Iach of you provideso the gpecialist cxportice
we need to channcl our limited resourccs ~nd achicve tangible rosults. Yo do taip,
I agk cach of you to participate actively in detormining 2ll matters of policy in
particular so that the exccutive machinery of the INSC now set in motion coan function

in a manner setisfactory to all of us.




CARLIT MapORANDUM

“HATIONAL SCIENC GOUNGIL

The National Science Council was established under the
National Science Council of Ceylon Act No. 9 of 1968 and the Act
came into operation on 17th April, 1968 by notification of the
then linister.of Scier*ific Rescarch and Housing (Cazette Zxtira~
ordlnany No. 14;796/3 of 6th April, 1968).

The main funciivas ol the Council are :-
(1)  to advise the Minister on -

(a) the application of science and scientific
research to problems of national
importance for the general benefit of the
community;

'(b) the co-ordination of research in the
various fields of soientific work with
a view to directing scientific work iato
channels vital for national development;

(@) the steps that should be taken to maintain
an adequate supply of scientific and
‘technical personnel, having regard to the
country's need, from time to timo for
such personnel; and

(d) matters of scientific policy including
the allocation of funds for scientific
research, and any other such matters as
the Minister may refer to the Counocil

" for its advice;

(2) to initiate, promote and intensify fundamontal
and applied research with a view to developing
the economic resources of the country and
promoting the welfaro of the people.

The council consists of 21 members all of whom are
- appointed by the Mmistor° Bach member holds office for a period
of three years.

Though the National Sciencce Council has been in
existenco. for 3 years it has not becn able to carry out its
major functions effectively. I oonsider that this is primarily
due to the faot that the Gouncil as a whole has had no direct
links with the Ministries under which the major sciocntific
activities of the country are carried out., Bocause of this
lack of intimate contact with soientific activities in the country
the National Science Council has tended to work in isolation.
It .is thorefore desired to re-constitutc the Council in such a vz’ as
to onable it to perform its functions satisfactorily.

It is recognised that planning, co-ordination and
implementation of rosearch and development activities that may
be pertinent to a particular Minisiry, or group of Ministries
having relatod functions should derive from within such Ministrie:,
If each of these various groups of Ministries is represented on
the National Science Council therc would be a more offoctive
mecasurs of co-ordination among the various sectors of research
activity that are prosently carried out.in thc departmunts,
resdaroch institutes and universitioes.

2/.‘.‘...‘.‘
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To achieve this co-ordinstion it is suggested that tho
Ministries in which scicantific research is presently carried out
should be grouped in the following manner :=

Group 1
(2) Ministry of Agriculture and Lands.,
(b) Ministry of Irrigation, Power and Highways.
(Irrigation Section)
Sroup 2
Ministry of Fisherics,
Group 3
Ministry of Foreign & Internal Trade
(Food Research Activitics )
Croup 4
(a) Ministry of Industrios & Scientific Affairs.
(b) Ministry of Plantation Industrics.
Group 9
(a) NMinistry of Irrigation, Power & Highways.
. (Power and Highways Group).
(b) Ministry of Communications.
(c) Ministry of Posts and Tolccopmunications.
Group 6
Ministry of Housing and Consiruction.
Group 7
Ministry of Health,
Croup 8

() Ministry of Education.
(including universities).

(b) Ninistry of Cultural Affairs.

Within cach of tho above groups of Ministries it
is proposed that a Standing Resocarch Commitice be set up. This
Standing Resecarch Committec would be responsible for the planning
.and co=ordination of the research activities within thet group
of Ministries. It is suggested that a Chairman should be
appointed to cach Standing Rosearch Committee by consultation
among the particuler Ministors concerned. Such Chairmen would
thon be apnointed by the Minister of Industriocs and Soientific
Affairs to bo a membor of the National Science Council. These
members would then be in e position to transmit to the National
Science Council the scope and range of rosearch activities in
differcnt Ministries and this in turn would assist the National
Science Council in formulating an overall policy for soiontific
research, ‘

Y eeerernns



PR o

TN AT S

et

ey =

TN R TGN Y, T £, ST S mer e S A Fud

e s

RPN

o,

—a

REalR F ARl cebl et s

.o
(V8]
.

In order to bring about co-ordination in the
allocation of funds it is also proposcd thpt a representative’
each of the Ministry of Planning and Employment and of the Ministry
of Financc be appointed to the Notional Scionce Council. Tho
balance memburs would bc appeinted by the Minister of Industries
and Scientific Affairs from among pcrsons who arc cngaged in or
closcly associated with the pursuit, promotion and application
of soicnce. The opportunity would be taken in these appointments
to represent verious branches of rescarch getivities which would
not othorwisc be adequotely represented on the Council,

The substancc of these proposals have been circulated
to the various Hinistries concerned with scientific and technical
work and this memorandum incorporates the suggestions that have
been made by sore of the Ministries.

These proposals could be implementdd within the
frame-work of the present National Science Council of Cuylon
Adot. It is requestud that the Cabinet approves the above
propospls and directs the Ministers concerned to agree to the
formation of the proposud Standing Rescarch Committees and to
nominate a representative from cach group to serve on the
Nationzl Seience Council.

Sgd: T. B. Subasinghe.

Ministcer of Industries and Scientific
Affairs.

Ministry of Industries and Scientific Affairs,
48, Sri Jinaratana Road,
Colombo 2,

9th July, 1971,
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DRAFT NATIONAL SCIENCE COUNCIL OF SRI LANKA BILL

A LAWY TO PROVIDE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NATIONAL
» ‘ SCISZNCE COUNCIL OF SRI LANKA AND TO MAXE PROVISION
FOR MATTERS CONNECTED THEREVITH OR INCIDENTAL THERETO.

BE it enacted by the National State Assembly of the Republic

of Sr1 Lanka as follows :-

1, This Law may be cited as the National Science Short title

Council of Sri Lanka, Law No.  of 19 and date of
‘ operation,
o  PART I

THE NATIONAL SCIENCE COUNCIL OF SRI LANKA,

2. (1) There shall be established a Council  -. Establishment
which shall be called the National Science of the
Council of Sri Lanka (in this Law refer- National

red to as "the Council") and which Science

e ».

. shall consist of the persons:who are - Council of
for the time be1ng members of:the Council Sri Lanka.

under thxs Part of this Law,.

(2) The Council shall by the name assigned
' to it by sub-section (1) be a body cor-
‘ , | porate and shall have pérpet'uél puccesa-
sion and a common seal and may sue and

be sued in sucﬁ’name@” P

(3) The head off1ce of the Councxl shall be
in Colombo or in such other place ‘in Sri

Lanka as may be ‘determined ‘by-.the Council,

3., The duties of the Council shall be 3~ Duties of

(1) to advise the Minister on =~ ° the Council,

m’

DEg

(a) the applicatibﬁ'and utilization of ‘ R
sczence and technology for the deve-
lopment of Sri Lanka ;
(b) the formulation of ccience policy
(ci the allocation of funds for scienti-
fic and technoiégicél research; and
(d) any other matters that may be
referred by the Minister to the Councilj

..2/00



4.

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

-2 - .

to initiate, sponsor and support scientific

and technological research with the objec-

tives of :- - g ' |

(a) the.development of‘the;resources of
Sri Lanka ; .

(b) the promotion of the welfare of the
people of Sri Lanka; and.

(c) the advancement of science and techno-

logy in general, in Sri Lankaj

to collect, dlssemlnate and Dublloh scienti-

fic and techn1ca1 1nformat1on ;

to establish and maintain liaison with
scientists and technologists; and scientific
and technological institutions in Sri Lanka

and in other countries;

to study and report on :- .

(a) the effective utilization of the availa-
ble scientific;and technological .
personnel in the ﬂountry, o

(b) the future scientific and technologxcal
manpower requiremen;s for the effectzve
implementation.oflthe~scienoe policy
of the country; and

(¢) the steps that should be taken to pro-
v1de adeouate tralnlng f30111t1e¢ to

meet such future manpower requ1renent

to take cognisance of and report on oubJect°
of national importance concern1ng sc1ent1f1¢,.
tecnnologxcal, educatlonal, oocxologxcal and

econom;c matters 1n Sr1 Lanka, ‘and

to do such other thlngs as may be necessary
for the development of sc1ence and techno- -

logy in Sr1 Lanka.

The Council shall have such bowers; }ights and ' - Powers of

functions as may rcasonably be neceosary or ' the Council.

expedient to carry out 1ts dut1es, and in

particular, it may -~

(a) make grants to a sc1ent10t or techno= "
loglst a team of such persons, éi

Research Instltote;‘a Unlversityf or

003/00



»

(b)

(c)

(a)

(e)

(D

”l(g)_

(h).

(1)»

(;)

._53-.

any recoénized scientific body to
commence or confinue a specific'research
pro;ect or pro;ects 3 ' N
1nst1tute and award research fellowsb1ps,
studentahlps, scholarshlps, prizes and
medals for scientific .and technologlcaL

work;

establish and. mazntaln, research and

experlmenmal dexelopment unlts, elther

.A1ndependcnt1y or in association uxth

organizations engaged in scientific and

.technolégical research;

éneqt, equip and maintain institutions
or laboratories for scientific and tech-
nological research;

establish and maintain a scientific and
technical dccumentation centre;.
establish a rescarch fund for the promo-.

tion of scientific and technological

research;

naintain a register of scientific and

technical persennellin the country;

provide for persons having a speclalzzed
technical knowledge in the state servxce
or in quasi-Government institutions, the
facility to serve on the staff of the
Council for spec@fiéd periods of timej
and make available to the state service
or qua51-Government 1nst1tutxons, the -
services of persons on the ctaff of the

Council, for specified periods.of time;

"take and hold ahy'property, movable or
. immovable, which may become vested in

“it by virtue of any purchase, grant, -

gift, testamentary dispoéition or dther-
wise, and subject to the rules of the
Councll, sell, mortgage, lease, grant,
convey, devi e, uSSlgn, exchange or
otherulse dlapose .of the same"
appo1nt, employ, remnunerate and have
dlsclpllnary control over its offlcers,'

servanis and agenus,

0‘94/00




5.

6.

-4-

(k) establish and maintain provident funds
and provide'welfare and recreational .

facilities for its employees;

(1) make rules in respect of the administration -

of the affairs of the Councily

(m) @elegate to.the Executive Committee or

the.Secretary-General,‘such powers,rightc,

or functions, conferred or imposed on the |
Council by this Law, as may be considered
) .

necessary .for the efficient transaction of

. its businessy and. _
(n) adopt all such measures, which in the

opinion of the Council, are considered

necessary for,'conducive or incidental to

the fulfllment of the eutles of the

COUHCII..

In the exercise, discharge and performance of its
functions and powers under this Law, the Council
shall comply with such general or, after consul-

tation with the Council, with such special direc=

tions as the Minister nay, from time to time, - -

‘issue to the Council.

(1) The Council shall consist of eleven members,

of whor -
. '_‘ o T \ .
(a) seven, who have distinguiched them-.

selves in any field of Science or Tech-
- nology, shall be appointed by the
Minister; and

(b) four shall be ex—officioc members,namely,

(i) The Secretary-General,

(ii) The Sebretary,'Ministry of Scientific

o _Affairs or his representative.
(1i1) The Secretary, M1n1utry of Plannlng
' ~ or his representatxve.
(iv) The Secretary, Ministry of Finance .

e or his representat:ve.

(2) A person shall be disqualified from be1ng
appointed, or from contlnulng,_aa a member ef
the Council} if he is or becomes a Member of

the National State Asgembly.

0.5/.‘
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(1)

(2)

(1)

(2)

(1)

(2)

(3)

The Minister shall appoint one of the members
of the Council appointed under paragraph (a)
of sub-section (1) of Sectxon 6 to be the

" Chairnan of the Council,

The members of the Council shall from amongst
those appointed under paragraph (a) of sub-
section (1) of Section 6, clect the Vice-
Chairpman of the Council. The Vice-Chairman

shall perform the duties of the Chairman, in

‘the absence of the Chairman, or vhen there is

a vacancy in the office of Chairman,

Every member of the Council, who is not an

ex-officio member shall, unless he earliéf'

vacates office by death, resignafion or
renoval, hold office for a period of three

years.

Every ex-offlcxo member shall hold office as

. long as he holds the post by virtue of which

he was appoxnted as a member,

The HMinigter may, if he considers it expedient

so to do, renove, by Order published in the

Gazette, any menber of the Council, appointed

under paragraph (a) of sub~-gection (1) of

Section 6, without reason stated,

A member of the Council in respect of whonm
an Order under sub-section (1) is made by
the Minister shall vacate his office on the

date of the publication of such Order in the

Gazette,.

The removal of any member of the Council under

sub-section (1) shall not be called in

question in any court.

‘A member of the Council, other than an ex-officio

nember, nay at any time resign his office by

letter addressed to the Minister, and such resig-
nation shall not take effect until the Minister

intimates in writing to such member that the

.

‘resignation has been accepted,

..6/..
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12,

13,

14,

15,

(1) -If a member of the Council dies or resigns

or is removed'ffom office, the Minister.

ﬁéy, having due regard to the provisions of -

Section 6, appoint. any other person to be a
‘riember in place of the member who dies or

resigns or is removed from office.

(2) A nembér appointed under sub-section (1) .
shall, unless he earlier resigns 6r vacates
office by.deathlbr iemoval, hold office for
the uneikpired part of the term of office of

the member whom he succeeds.

Where“a'member'df.the Council is by reason of

illness, infirmify or absence from Gri Lanka for a

period of not less than three months, teaporarily
unable to perfornm the duties of his office,. it
shall be the duty of such a member to inform the

Minister in writing. Thé Minister may,'having

due regard to the provisions of section §,'appoiht‘

another person to act in his place.

Any member of the Council who vacates office,

" other than a member who is removed from office '
‘under séction:Q, shall be eligible for

' reappointment. -

‘

' No act or proceeding 6f'the Council shall be’

deemed to be invalid by reason only of the
existence of an& vacancy anongst its members
or defect in the appointment of any member
thereof, |

(1) The seal of the Council shall be in custody

‘of the Council.

..7/..
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(2) The seal of the Counc11 may be'altered in

' such manner as’ may be determxned by the N
.8 ) »
Council,
«. . (3) The appllcation of the seal of the. Council .

shall be authenticated by the sxgnature of

the Chairman of the Council or some other
member of_the Council authOriséd by the Council
to authenticate the application of the seal,
and of the Seéiétapy-deneral of the Council,

or some other officer of the Couhcil authorised
by name by the Council to act in hls stead in
that behalf,

' 16. The members of the bouncxl sh..ll not be raid any Reimburse-
' remuneratlon, but shall ‘be relmbursed from the ‘ment of
Fund of the Council for such trave111ng, hotel expenses of
and incidental expenses. as they may 1ncur for nembers of
; the purpose ‘of attending meetings of the Counc11 " the Council.
* | or for such other purpose connectéd with the :

activities of the Council as may be approved by

’ " =« the Council,

17. (1) The mectings of the Council shall be held Meetings
once at least in every three monthﬁ.'_ of the

(2) The quorum for ahy‘meeting of the,Council .. Council.

j . : . chall be at least five...
'. - (3)

The Chairman or in his absence the Vice -
‘Chairman, or in the case of the absence of
both, -a mémbef, chosen by the nembers present,

.shall preside at a'meeting-df the Council,’

(4) A1l questions for decision at aﬁj neefing
of the.Council shall be deéi&ed by fhe vote
. - of the majority of the members presént;' In
case of any equality of votes, the presiding

- officer shall have a casting vote.

(5) Subject to the preceding provisions of this

section, rules may be made under this Law

. in respect of the meetings of the Council,
the procedure to be followed, and the busi-

ness to be tranmsacted, at such meetings,

| i ) . . .
18, (1) The Executive Committee of the Council shall Executive

consist of = _ Committee.

Le8/ve
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(2)

(3)

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

: -8 -

(2) The Chairﬁan of the Council;

(b) The Vice-Chairman of the Councilj

(c) The Secretary-Genefal of the Council; and
(d) The ex-officio ‘Hember appointed under .

' pardgraph (b) (ii) of sub-section (1) .

of Section 6.

The Council may delegate to the Executive
Committee established under sub-section (1)
such powers, rights or functions conferred

or imposed on the Council, by this Léw, as

- may be considered neééssdry for the efficient

transaction of its business.

Rules may be made under this Law in respect

of the méetings of the Executive Committee,

. the procedure to be followed, and the busi-

ness to be transacted at such meetings,

(a) The Minister, on the recommendation of Working

| the Council, may appoint such Working Committees
Committees, as are deemed necessary to  ~ of the
assist the Council in"the performance Council.

of its duties, and may appoint such
persons (wvhether connected with. the
Council or not), as may be deemed fit to
be members of any such Committee,

(b) The Minister shall appoint one of the
menbers of a Working Committée~appointéd
under paragraph (a) to be the Ghairman.
of such a Working Committee. The ¢hairmén
so appointed shall be the convenor of

that Working Committee.

The meetings of a Working Committee shall be

held once at least in every two months.

A Vorking Committee appointed under sub-section
(1) shall have a membership not exceeding

seven.

Every member appointed to a Vorking Committee
under sub-section (1) shall hold office for
a period of two years, and shall be eligible

for reappointment,

«e9/es
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(5)

(6)

(?)

(1)

- (2)

-0 -

The Council may- assign to a Working Committee
established under sub-section (1) such of

its powers as it hay deem fit, but shall not
be divested éf any power which it may have
assigned to & Committee. The Council may
aﬁend, or fevdke, ény decision made by a

Working Committee.
The nembers -.of a Working Comnittee dppointed

under sub-section (1) shall not be. paid any

remuncration, but shall be reimbursed from

"the'Eﬂnd of thé Council, for such travelling,

hotel‘éhd incidental expenses, as they may

incur for the purpose of attending meetings

'pf.éuch a committee, or for such other purpose

connected with the activities of the Council,
as may be appfoved by the Council.

Subject.to the preceding provisions. of this
section, rﬁ;és may be made under- this Law,

in respéqt of the meetingg of o Uorking
Committeé, the procedure to be followed, and

the business to be transacted at such meetings.

PART II

. STAFF OF THE COUNCIL

such terns.and conditions as shall be deter-

mined by the Minister in consultation with

" the Minister»of.Finange;

If any vacéncy oécurs in-the office of
Secretary~General or if the Seéretary-
General by reason of leave, illness, or
other cause,. is unable to temporarily pér- !
form the duties of his office, the Council

shall, as soon as possible, subject to the

3

|

The Counqii shall, in consultation with the Appointnent
'Minister appoint;a person to be Secretary- of the
Generaly who shall be the chief executive Sécretary-
officer of the Council, and who shall ‘be a Genérél
whole-time officer of the Council. The. " and other
Seqrgfary-Genéfai_shall be employed on officers

and servanta

- of the

Council.

' ve10/00




(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

21, (1)

approval of the Minister, make such arrdnge=-
ments as it may think flt for carrylng on the

off:ce.

D

The Secretary~General shall be entitled to

- convene, be present at, -and speak at any

meeting of any authority, body or committee’
of the Council, but shzll not be entitled to
vote at any such meeting unless he is .a member

of such ‘other authorxty, body or comn1ttee.

Subject to the provisions of thls Law, - 1t shall
be the duty of the Secretary-General to give
effect, or to ensure that effect is given,

to the decisions of the Council,

The Counéil»may delegate to the Secretary-
General,'such powers, rig hts or functlons

conferred or imposed on the Counc11 by this

Law, as may be .considered necessary for -the.

efficient transaction of its business, and it
shall bé the duty of the Secretary-General

~

to exercise, discharge or perforn those powers,

functions or duties as may be delegated to

him, by .the Council,

The Council néy appoint to the.staff of the

Council such other offlcers and servants as

the Counc11 may deem neceSoary.

Subject to the other provisions of this Law,
the Council may - ' .
(a) appoint, dismiss and exercise disci-.
plinary control over the staff of the
. Council; '
(b) fix the wages or salary or other .

remunération of such staff}

-(é) determine the terms and conditions of

the service of such staffg and
(g) establish and regulate provident funds .
. or schemes for the benefit of such
staff and make contributions to any such.

fund or scheme,

" eal/ee
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(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

- 11 -

Rules may be mede under this Law in respect
of all or any of the hatters;refepred to in

sub-gection (1).-

At the request of- the Council,-ahy officer in

. the state service may; with the consent of

that officer and the Secretary to the Ministry
in charge of the Minister to whom the subject
of Public Administratioh has been assigned, be
temporarily appointed to the staff of the
Council for such period as may be determined

by the Council with like consent or be perma=-

‘nently appointed to such staff. Where any

officer in the state service is temporarily
appointed to the staff of the Councxl, sub=
section (2) of Section a, of the Motor
Transport Act: No. 48 of 1957 shall mutatis

nutandic apply fo and in relation to hin.

Where any officer in the state service is .
permanently appointed to the staff of the -
Council, sub-section (3) of Section 9 of the
Yotor Transport Act No. 48 of 1957 shall

mutatis mutandis apply to and in relatxon

to hin.

Where the Council employs any person who has.
entered into cont;act with the Government

by which he has agreed to serve the Government_t
for a specified period, any period of servxce
to the Councii by that person ghall be
regarded as service to the Government for the
purpose of discharging the obligations of

sqch contract.

At the request of the Council,.any member of

' the Local Government Service, or any other

officer or servant (other than a member of the
Local Government Service Commission ) of any
local authority may, with the consent of

such member, :officer .or servant and fhe Local
Government Service Commission or that autho-
rity, as the.case may be, be temporarily
appointed to the staff of the Council for such

ee12/40




(7)

(8)

(9)

22, (1)
(2)

?eriod as'ﬁéy be determined by the Council with

like concent or be permanently appointed to such

staff on such terns and conditions, including

those relating to pensioh or provident-fund

rights, as may be agreed upon by the Council : "
and the Local Government Service Commission

or that authority.

Where any person is temporarily appointed to

the staff of the Couhcil, in pursuance of the
provisions of sub-section (6) he shall be
subject to the same disciplinary control, as any

other member of such staff.

Any officer or servant of a State Corporation '

may, with the'-consént of such officer or - I .
servant and the Board of Directors of éuch .
Corpdratiod;lbe'temporarily or pernanéhtly

appointed to the staff of the Council, on such

terms and conditions, including those relating

" to provident fund righté, as may be agreed upon .

by the Boafd of Directors of that Corporation

and the Council, ' *

Where any person is appointed whether tempo-

rarily or permanently under sub-section (8)

to the staff of the Council, he shall be

subject to the same disciplinary control, as .
any other member of such staff, : : ‘

PART III
FINANCE

The Council shall have its own Fund, The Fund
of the ‘ «

There shall be paid into the ‘Fund of
: L Council.

the Council «

(a) all such sume of money as may be voted
from time to time by Hational State -
Assembly for the use of the-Gounciljand

(b) all sums of money received by the
Council in the exercise, discharge and
performance of its functions, powers

and duties.

..13/..
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(3) There shall be paid out of the Fund of the
Council all sums of money requ1red to defray
any expenditure 1ncurred by the Counc11 in

‘the exercise, discharge and perfdrmance of -

its functions, powers and duties under this

Law, or any other written Law, and all such

sums of money as are required to be paid out

of such Fund by or under this Law,

(1) The income of the Council shall be exenpt

from Inconme Tax.-

(2) The Council shall be exempt from the payment
- of any customs or excise duty on any goods
imported or purchased out of bond by the
Council, if the Minister ;n consultation
with the Minister of ﬁinancé approves of

‘such exemption,-

The financial year of the Council shall be the

. period of twelve months commencing on the first

' 25.

26.

27,

day of January each year,

The provislons of Part II of the rlnance Act,
No. 38 of 1971, shall, mutatis mutandis apply’

to the financial control and accounts of the

Council,

PART IV
’GENERAL

1.,

(1) The Council may. make rules in reupect of
a11 or any matters for: whxch rules. are
authorised or required by this Law to be

made.

(2) No rule made by the Council under this Law

shall have effect until it has been
approved by the Mln;stcr.

All mnmbersljoffiqers and servants of the

Council shali be deened to be ‘state officers
within the meaning of, and for the-purpose of,
the Penal Code.

cen L. . ‘..14/..

Exenption
from Toxes

and Duties.

Financial

year.

Applicetions
of the
provisions
of the
Finance /ct,
No. 38 of
1971,

1

Power of

Council to

make rules.

Council

 .-déemed to
be state

officers.




28,

D9}

30,

.-14-

The Council shall be deemed to be a scheduled
institution within the meaning of the Bribery
Act, and the provisions of that Act shall be

donstrued,accordingly.

(1) No suit or prosecﬁtion'shail lie ;_'
L (a) against the Council for any act
which 'in goo& faith is done or
., purported to be done by the Council
E under this Laws or ’

(b)i against any member, officer, servant
or agent of tﬁe Council for any '
act which in good faith is done or
purpofts‘to be done by him under.
this_Law or on the direction of the

Council,

(2) ‘Any ‘expense igcurred'by the Council in any

suit or prosecution brought by or against

the Council before any court shall be-paid °

out of the funds of. the éouﬁéif,gand any
costs paid to, or recovered by the Council
in any such suit or prosecution shall be

. credited to the funds of the Council,

(3) ‘Any expense incurred by any such person as

ié.referred to in paragraph (b) of sube
section (1) in any suit or prosecution
brought'agdinst him before any court in
respect of any act which is done or is
pqrpdfted td.be done by him under this”

Lawv or on the direction of the Council.-

shall, if fhe court holds that such act Qas
done in good faith, be paid out of the funds

. of the Council, unless such expense is

The‘Council'
deened to be
a scheduled
institutian
within' the

meaaing of

.the Bribery

Act,

Protectioﬂ

for action '

"~ taken under
" this Act or

on the direc-~
tion of the

Council,

~recovered by him in such suit or prosecution,

No writ against person or property shall be

. issued againét a member of the Council in any’

action brought against the Council,

e15/0s
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32,

33,

34.

- 15 ‘-_- .-

The Council may . .enter into and perform or carry

6ut, whether directly or through any officer

‘or agent, authorxsed in writ1ng in that behalf,

by ‘thé Council, all, such contracts or agree-

ments as may be necessary for the.exercise

discharge and performance of the powers,z"

i

functions and dutxes.of the Councila

(1)

(2)

(1)

(2)

Where any ;mmovnbhe-property is required
to be acqnired for ‘any purpose of the
Council and thezﬁinister, by Order publi-
shed in the Gazette,approves of the propo-
sed acquisition ‘that property shall be

deened to be required for a pub11c purpose

and nmay accordingly be acquired under the |

Land Acquieitlon Act and be transferred

to' the Council,

Any sum payable for the acquisition of

any inmovable property under the Land Acqui-
sition Aé¢t for the Council shall be paid by

the Council.

Where any imnovable property of the Crown .

is required for the purpose of_the Council,

such purpose-shall be deemed to be a’
purpose for which a specinl-érqnt;orﬁlease
of such property may be meceqaner section
6 of the Crown Lands Ordihénce!;and
accordingly the ﬁrovisions of that Ordi-
nance shall apply to a special grant or

lease of such property to the Councxl.

Where any movable property of'the-Crown

is requirced for the purpose of the Council,

the Minister may, by Order published in - .

the Gazette, transfer to’and vest in the

Counc11 the possess1on and use of such

3 .

nmovable property. .

The Council or any person authorised in that

behalf by the Council may by notice in writing

. require any person to furnish to the Council

or the person so authorised within such period

Contracts.

fcquisition

of immovable
property

under the

Land Acqui-

sition Act
for the

Council,

Crown
property both
movable and
ipmovable to
be made
available to

the Council.,

Returns and

information.
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" as shall be cpecified in the notice, all such

returns: or information as may be necessary for

the Council under this Law and as are within the

- knowledge of such person.

35,

364

Any officer or servant of the Counc11 who 1s

P

generally or specxally authérised in that
bchalf by the Council may , after giving at

least three days' notice in writing to the

owner or occupler of any lnnd or prenlseu,enter

‘_upon such land or premises and thcre do such

acts as nay be reasonably necessary for the

' purpose of carrying out any work of the Council,

or of making any investigation or ‘examination -

pre11n1nary or 1nc1denta1 to the exercise of

any pover,. or the dxscharge of any £unct10n, of

the Councll. :

(i) Every person who -

s2:.(a) - knowingly. makes any false or
incorrect statement in any return
or other document-nade or furnished
under or for the purposes of thls
Law or .
- (b) fails or refuses to furnish any 1nfor-
- mation or return.required under this
Law to be furnished by.himj or
(c) ‘resists or obstruets~any person- in the
exercise,-discharge or performance'ef
any power,. function or cduty conferred |
or 1nposed upon that person by or under
this Law; op o
(d) being a member'or officef“orféervant
of the Council,  discloses any informa-
tion obtained by him in, or in connec-
tion with, the exercise of'his'pdwers
,orﬂtheiperformance of his duties under
this Lawy.to any person other thana
person. to whom such information is .
neceesar&.for the nurpose of the exere
cise of'any power, or the.performance

of any duty,qnder this Lau; or

0017/.-:.
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38,

39,
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(e) contravenes or fails to comply with
.any provisioh of this Low or rule made
under this Law, shall be gu11ty of an

offence under thxs Law, .

1
(2) Every person who commits an offence under this .

Lav shall, on comviction after sumbary trial

before a Magistrate, be liable to a-fine

not exceeding five hundred rupees.

The provisions of this Law shall have effect
hotwithstanding anything contained in any

other law, and accordlngly in the ovent of any
conflict or 1ncons1stency between the provzs1ons
of this Law and such other law, the orov1slons :

of this Law shall prevail.

R PART V-

REFEAL AND TRANSITIONAL FPROVISIONS

The National Science Council of Ceylon, Act
No., 9 of 1968 and the National Science Council
of Ceylon (Ancndment) Act No. 44 of 1968 are

.

hereby repealed.

Subject to the provisions of this Law, and of

any appropriate Instrument, the following provi-

sions shall apply as from the date on which the

Council is. established,

(1) All officers and servants in the service |,
of' the old Council, on the day imnmediately.
prior to that date, shall be deemed to be

officers and servants in the service of the .

Council, and shall hold their offices with .
as nearly as may be the'same status and_oh
the same terms, including terns relatiné

to salary or wages, the termination of .
employment, allowanccs of other benef;ts

as they had or en;oyed in the serv1ce of
the. old Council. ' )

0018740
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(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)
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All debts, obligations and liabilities
incurred and all contracts, deeds, :bonds,. .
agreements and other instruments:executed or
entered into, and all matters and.things
engaged to be done by, with.or for. the old
Council), prlor to- that date Uhall be deemed
to have becn 1ncurred, executed, entered into
or engaged to be done by, with or for the

Council, subaept to the prov1sxogs of para-

-graph (1) of this section,

All suits, pfpsecutions, appeals or other
legal proceedings, civil and crinihgl, insti-
tuted or uhxch might have been 1nst1tuted,

by or agaxnut the old Council, prlor to that
date may, subJect to the provisions of this
Law and of any other written law, be conti-

nued or instituted by or against the Council,

All decrees or orders made by conpetent

Court in favour of, or agaxnst thu old Councxl,
prior to that date shall ‘be’ deened to _have

been made in favour of, or against, the

Council,

A1l property, movable or immovable, which

has been vested in, or legally purchased or
acquired by, or leased to, or placed at the
disposal -of, or in any other manner trans-
ferred to the old Council, or is in its.
posséssion or-cbntrol at.that date shall be
held by or in trust, forthe Council, subject
to the trusts, charges, liabilities, reserva-’
tions, servitudes or other:gpépmbrances and on
the terms and conditions appertaining, attach-

ing - or applicable thereto at that date.

A1l rules and regulations nade- by the autho-

rities of the old Council shall be deemed
to be rules and regulations made by the

Councili"“

The Fund of the old Council egtab11shed under
Section 21 of the National Sc1ence Council

of Ceylon, het No.9 of 1968, shall be deemed
to be the Fund of the Counc11. '

.19/,
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this Law, unless the context othervise Interpretation.

requires -

5

"appropriate Instrument" in any context
relating to the Council or any authori‘y
therecof, the officers of the Council or
any other body of the Council, means any
rule or regulation applicablé thereto duly

nade under this Law,

"Minister" in any context relating. to the
Council means, the Miihister to whom the -
subject of Scientific Affairs is for the

time being assigned.

"officers and servants" mean persons

holding posts declared to be that of an

‘officer or servant under the provisions

of Section 20,

"01d Council means the Counéil cstablished
under the National Science Council of
Ceylon, Act No. 9 of 1968.

"Secretary-General" in ahy context rela-

ting to the Council means the Secretary -
General of the Council.
"the Council" izeans the Council established

under this Lav..
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National Science Council of Ceylon
Act, No. 9 of 1968

L. D.—-0. 4/65.

AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
NaTioNAL ScieNCE CounciL oF CEYLON AND FOR
MATTERS CONNECTED THEREWITH.

[Date of Assent: February 28, 1968]

i BE it enacted by the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty,
' by and with the advice and consent of the Senate and
the House of Representatives of Ceylon in this
present Parliament assembled, and by the authority
of the same, as follows:—

' 1. This Act may be cited as the National
Science Council of Ceylon Act, No. 9 of 1968, and
shall come into operation on such date as the Minister
may appoint by Order published in the Gazette (in
this Act referred to as the ‘“ appointed date ’’).

PART I
Tae NatioNaL Science CounciL or CEYLON.

2. (1) There shall be established a council which
shall be called the National Science Council of
Ceylon (hereinafter referred to as ‘‘ the Council *’)
and which shall consist of the persons who are for
the time being members of the Council under this
Part of this Act.

« (2) The Council shall by the name assigned to it
' by sub-section (1) be a body corporate and shall have
j perpetual succession and a common seal and may sue
¢ . and be sued in such name.

(3) The head office of the Council shall be in
Colombo or in such other place in Ceylon as may: be
determined by the Council.

8. The functions of the Council shall be—
(1) to advise the Minister on—

(@) the application of science and scientific
research to problems of national
importance for the general benefit
of the community;

(b) the co-ordination of research in the
various fields of scientific work with
a view to directing scientific work
into channels vital for mnational
development ;

H 0127-3,682 (11/67)

Short title
and date of
operation,

Establishment

of the National
Science Council
of Ceylon.

Funetions of
the Council.



2 National Science Council of Ceylon
Act, No. 9 of 1968

(¢) the steps that should be taken to maintain
an adequate supply of scientific and
technical personnel, having regard to
the country’s need, from time to time,
for such personnel; and

(@) matters of scientific policy including the
allocation of funds for scientific
research, and any other such matters
as the Minister may refer to the
Council for its advice;

(2) to initiate, promote and intensify fundamental
and applied research with a view to develop-
ing the economic resources of the country and
promoting the welfare of the people;

(8) to collect and disseminate information relating
to scientific and technical matters, and to
publish reports, periodicals and papers on
matters scientific and technical;

(4) to establish and maintain liaison with scientific
institutions and scientific workers in other
countries in matters relating to science and
scientific research; and

(5) to do such other things as may be necessary for
the advancement of science and scientific
research in Ceylon.

Powers of &. The Council shall have such powers, rights and

the Counail. "y .
authorities as may reasonably be necessary or expedi-
ent to carry out its functions, and in particular, it
may—

(a) institute and award research fellowships,
studentships, scholarships, prizes and medals
for scientific work;

(b) erect, equip and maintain research units and
laboratories either independently or in asso-
ciation with organizations engaged in scien-
tific research in the public sector or in the
private sector;

(c) make grants in aid of specific research projects
carried on by any scientific body or institu-
tion;

(@) establish a research fund for the promotion of
scientific research in Ceylon;
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(e) take and hold any property, movable or immov-
able, which may become vested in it by virtue
of any purchase, grant, gift, testamentary
disposition or otherwise, and subject to the
rules of the Council, sell, mortgage, lease,
grant, convey, devise, assign, exchange or
otherwise dispose of the same;

(f) make rules in respect of the conduct of the
affairs of the Council; and

(9) do all such other acts or things as, in the
opinion of the Council, are necessary to
facilitate the proper carrying out of its
functions.

‘ 5. In the exercise of its functions and powers Coundil to

under this Act, the Council shall comply with such {omply “ith
general or special directions as the Minister may, from directions.
time to time, issue to the Council.

6. (1) The Council shall consist of twenty-one Constitution_
members all of whom shall be appointed by the ©f the Council
Minister from among persons—

(a) who possess recognized scientific qualifications;

or

{b) who have been engaged in, or closely associated

with, the pursuit, promotion or application
of science; or

(c) who, in the opinion of the Minister, have

rendered distinguished service to science or
v have made contributions to scientific
. knowledge.

« a (2) In making the appointments under sub-section

i .('1), the Minister shall ensure that at least one person
engaged in or closely associated with each of the
following categories of research is appointed as a
member of the Council: —

(a) Physical Science Research
(b) Biological Science Research
(¢) Agricultural Research

(d) Industrial Research

() Medical Research

(f) Social Science Research.

(8) A person shall be disqualified for being
appointed, or for continuing, as a member of the
Council, if he is or becomes a Senator or a Member of
Parliament.
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7. (1) The Minister shall appoint onme of the
members of the Council to be the Chairman of the
Council.

(2) The members of the Council shall from amongst
their number elect the Vice-Chairman of the Council.

8. Every member of the Council shall, unless he
earlier vacates office by death, resignation or

~removal, hold office for a period of three years.

9. (1) The Minister may, if he considers it
expedient so to do, remove, by Order published in the
Gazette, any member of the Council without reason
stated.

(2) A member of the Council in respect of whom
an Order under sub-section (1) is made by the
Minister shall vacate his office on the date of the
publication of such Order in the Gazette.

(3) The removal of a,n?' member of the Council
under sub-section (1) shall not be called in question
in any court.

10. A member of the Council may at any time
resign his office by letter addressed to the Minister,
and such resignation shall not take effect until the
Minister intimates in writing to such member that
the resignation has been accepted.

11. (1) If a member of the Council dies or resigns o

or is removed from office, the Minister may, having

due regard to the provisions of section 6, appoint any
other person to be a member in place of the member '
who dies or resigns or is removed from office. .

(2) A member appointed under sub-section (1);
shall, unless he earlier resigns or vacates office hy
death or removal, hold office for the unexpired part
of the term of office of the member whom he succeeds.

12, Where a member of the Council is by reason
of illness, infirmity or absence from Ceylon, tempo-
rarily unable to perform the duties of his office, the
Minister may, having due regard to the provisions of
section 6, appoint another person to act in his place.

13. Any member of the Council who vacates office,
other than a member who is removed from office under
section 9, shall be eligible for reappointment.
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14. No act or proceeding of the Council shall be
deemed to be invalid by reason only of the existence of
any vacancy amongst its members or defect in the
appointment of any member thereof.

15. (1) The seal of the Council shall be in
the custody of the Council.

(2) The seal of the Council may be altered in such
manner as may be determined by the Council.

[
(8) The application of the seal of the Council shall
‘)3 authenticated by the signature of the Chairman of
the Council or some other member of the Council
authorized by the Council to authenticate the appli-
cation of the seal, and of the officer of the Council
who is designated the Secretary-General of the Coun-
cil or some other officer of the Council authorized b
name by the Council to act in his stead in that behalf.

18. The members of the Council shall not be paid
any remuneration, but shall be reimbursed from the
Fund of the Council for such travelling, hotel and
incidental expenses as they may incur for the purpose
of attending meetings of the Council or for such
other purpose connected with the activities of the
Council as may be approved by the Council.

17.. (1) The meetings of the Council shall be held
once at least in every two months.

(2) The quorum for any meeting of the Council
shall be at least ten.

(3) The Chairman or in his absence the Vice-
Chairman, or in the case of the ahsence of both, a
member chosen hy the members present, shall preside
at a meeting of the Council.

(4) All questions for decision at any meeting of the
Council shall be decided by the vote of the majority
of the members present. %n case of an equality of
votes, the presiding officer shall have a casting vote.

(5) Subject to the preceding provisions of this
section, rules may be made under this Act in respect
of the meetings of the Council, the procedure to be
followed, and the business to be transacted, at such
meetings.
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ceedings of the
Council deemed
not to be
invalid by
reason of any
vacancy, or
defect in the
appoiotment,
of a member.

Application of
the seal of the
Council.

Reimbursement
of expenses of
members of the
Council,

Meetings of
the Council.



6 National Science Council of Ceylon
Act, No. 9 of 1968

PART IL
StaFF oF THE COUNCIL.

Appointment of 18. (1) The members of the Council shall, in

the Secretary-
General and
other officers
and servants
of the Council.

Powers of the
Council in
regard to the
staff of the
Council.

Appointment of
public officers

to the staff of

the Council,

cousultation with the Minister, elect from amongst
their number a Secretary-General who shall be the
chief executive officer of the Council, and who shall
be a,whole-time officer of the Council.

{(2) The Secretary-General—

(a) shall retire from office on reaching the age of
- sixty years; and

(b) may at any time, with the prior approval of the
: Minister, be removed from office.

(3) The Council may appoint to the staff of the
Council such other officers and servants as the Council
may deem necessary.

19. (1) Subject to the other provisions of this Act,
the Council may—

(@) dismiss and exercise disciplinary control over
the staff of the Council;

(b) fix the wages or salary or other remuneration of
such staff;

(¢) determine the terms and conditions of the service
of such staff; and

(d) establish and regulate provident funds or
schemes for the benefit of such staff, and make
contributions to any such fund or scheme.

(2) Rules may be made under this Act in respect
of all or any of the matters referred to in sub-section

(n).

20. (1) At the request of the Council, any officer
in the public service may, with the consent of that
officer and the Secretary to the Treasury, be tempora-
rily appointed to the staff of the Council for such
period as may be determined by the Council with like
consent or be permanently appointed to such staff.

* (2) The provisions of sub-section (2) of section 9 of
the Motor Transport Act, No. 48 of 1957, shall,
mutatis mutandis, apply in relation to any officer in
the public service who is temporarily appointed to the

o
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staff of the Council, and the provisions of sub-section
(8) of the aforesaid section 9 shall, mutatis mutandis,
a.;])]ply in relation to any officer in the public service
who is permanently appointed to such staff.

~ (8) Where the Council employs any person who has
entered into a contract with the Government by which
he has agreed to serve the Government for a specified
period, any period of service to the Council by that
erson shall be regarded as service to the Government
or the purpose of discharging the obligations of such
contract.

(4) At the request of the Council, any officer or
servant of the Local Government Service Commission
or any local authority may, with the consent of that
officer or servant and that Commission or authority,
as the case may be, be temporarily appointed to the
staff of the Council for such period as may be deter-
mined by the Council with like consent, or be per-
manently appointed to the staff of the Council on such
terms and conditions, including those relating to
pension and provident fund rights, as may be agreed
apon by the Council and that Commission or
authority.

(5) Where an officer or servant of the Local Govern-
ment Service Commission or of any local authority is
temporarily appointed to the staff of the Council, he
shall be subject to the same disciplinary control as

- any other member of such. staff,

(6) The employment in the staff of the Council of

any person appointed under this section shall not be

. ‘ terminated except with the prior approval in writing
of the Minister.

. (7) Ir this section, ‘ local authority >’ means any
Municipal Council, Urban Council, Town Council or
Village Council.

PART III.
Finance.
21. (1) The Council shall have its own Fund. The Pund of
(2)- There shall be paid into the Fund of the

Council—
(«) all such sums of money as may be voted from

time to time by Parliament for the use of
the Council; and
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(b) all sums of money received by the Council in
the exercise, discharge and performance of
its functions, powers and duties.

- (8) There shall be paid out of the Fund of the

Council all sums of money required to defray any

expenditure incurred by the Council in the exercise,

discharge and performance of its functions, powers

and duties and all such sums of money as are

rAequired to be paid out of such Fund by or under this
ct.

Borrowing 22, The Council may, with the consent of the

powers of the  Minister, or in accordance with the terms of any
~ general authority given by the Minister, borrow tem- .

purarily by way of overdraft, loan or otherwise, such

sums as the Council may require for meeting the

obligations of the Council:

Provided that the aggregate of the amounts
outstanding in respect of any temporary loans raised
by the Council shall not exceed such sum as may be
determined by the Minister in consultation with the
Minister of Finance.

Tncome of the 23. (1) The net surplus of the income of the
Council. Council in any year may, with the approval of the
Minister,—
(a) be applied to any special purpose cunnected with
the functions of the Council ; or
(b) be paid to a general reserve fund which may
be established and maintained by the Council.

(2) The income of the Council shall be exempt from ,
income tax. ‘

Accounts of 24, (1) The Council shall cause its accounts to be

B on,e2d  kept in such form and manner as may be approved by
the Minister.

(2) The financial year of the Council shall be the
period of twelve months commencing on the first day

of October.
Estimate of 25. (1) The Council shall, for each financial year,
it ot Prepare in such form as may be approved by the
the Council Minister an estimate of the income and expenditure
or eac
financial year fOI' tha't year.
to be trans.
mitted to the

Minister.
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(2) The estimate referred to in sub-section (1) shall
be in duplicate and shall be transmitted to the Minis-
ter on or before the fifteenth day of March in the
financial year preceding the one to which it relates.

(8) Where any item of expenditure is not provided
for in such estimate, the prior approval of the
Minister to a supplementary estimate shall be
obtained before any expenditure is incurred in respect
of such item.

4 26. (1) The Council shall have its accounts for each Audit of the
financial year audited by the Auditor-General. the Couneil.

(2) For the purpose of assisting him in the audit
of such accounts, the Auditor-General may employ
the services of any qualified auditor or auditors who
shall act under his direction and control.

(8) The Auditor-General and any person assisting
him in the audit of the accounts of the Council shall
have access to all - such books, deeds, contracts,
accounts, vouchers and other documents of the Council
as the Auditor-General or such other person assisting
him in the audit of the accounts may consider neces-
sary for the purposes of the audit, and shall be
furnished by the members or officers of the Council
with such information within their knowledge as may
be required for such purposes.

(4) For the purpose of meeting the expenses incurred
by him in auditing the accounts of the Council, the
4 Auditor-General shall be paid from the Fund of the

‘ Council such remuneration as the Minister may
determine with the concurrence of the Minister of
Finance. Any remuneration received from the
Council by the Auditor-General shall, after deductin
.any sums paid by him to any qualified auditor employes
by him for the purpose of such audit, be credited to
the Consolidated Fund of Ceylon.

(5) For the purposes of this section, the expression
‘“ qualified auditor *’ means—

(a) an individual who, being a member of the
Institute of Chartered Accountants of
Ceylon, possesses a certificate to practise as
an Accountant issued by the Council of that
Institute; or '
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(b) a firm of Chartered Accountants each of the
partners of which, being a member of that
Institute, possesses a certificate to practise
as an Accountant issuéd by the Council of
that Institute.

27, (1) The Auditor-Geperal shall examine the
accounts of the Council and furnish a report—

(a) stating whether he has or has not obtained all
the information and explanations required
by him;

(b) stating whether the accounts referred to in the
report are properly drawn up so as to exhibit
a true and fair view of the affairs of th
Council; and

(¢) drawing attention to any item in the accounts
which in his opinion may be of interest to the
Senate and the House of Representatives in
any examination of the activities and
accounts of the Couneil.

(2) The Auditor-General shall transmit his report
to the Council. -

28. The Council shall, on receipt of the Auditor-
General’s report on the accounts for each financial
year, transmit such report together with the profit
and loss account and the balance sheet to which the
report relates, and a statement by the Council of its
activities during that financial year to the Minister
who shall cause copies thereof to be laid before the
Senate and the House of Representatives before the
end of the year next following the year to which such
report and accounts relate.

PART 1IV.
GENERAL.

29. (1) The Council may make rules in respect of
all or any matters for which rules are authorized or
required by this Act to be made.

(2) No rule made by the Council under this Act
shall have effect until it has been approved by the
Minister.

30. All members, officers and servants of the
Council shall be deemed to be public servants within
the meaning of, and for the purposes of, the Penal

‘Code.

<o

@’
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31. The Council shall be deemed to be a scheduled
institution within the meaning of the Bribery Act, and
the provisions of that Act shall be construed
accordingly.

32. (1) Contracts on behalf of the Council may be

made as follows:—

(¢) a contract which if made between private
persons would be by law required to be in
writing, may be made on behalf of the
Council in writing under the common seal
of the Council;

. (b) a contract which if made between private

persons would be by law required to be in
writing, signed by the parties to be charged
therewith, may be made on behalf of the
Council in writing signed by any person or
persons duly authorized thereto by the
Council; and

(¢) a contract which if made between private
persons would by law be valid although made
by parole only and not reduced into writing,
may be made on parole on behalf of the
Council by any person or persons duly
authorized thereto by the Council.

(2) A contract made according to this section shall
be effectual in law and shall bind the Council and all
purties thereto and their legal representatives.

(8) A contract made according to this section may
be waived or discharged in the same manner in which
it is authorized by this section to be made.

33. The Council or any person authorized in that
behalf by the Council may by notice in writing require
any person to furnish to the Council or the person so
authorized within such period as shall be specified
in the notice, all such returns or information as may
be necessary for the Council under this Act and as are
within the knowledge of such person.

83. Any officer or servant of the Council who is
generally or specially authorized in that behalf by the
Council may, after giving at least three days’ notice
in writing to the owner or occupier of any land or
premises, enter upon such land or premises and there
do such acts as may be reasonably necessary for the
purpose of carrying out any work of the Councii, or
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of making any investigation or examination prelimi-
nary or incidental to the exercise of any power, or the
discharge of any function, of the Council.
Offences " and 85. (1) Every person who— .
penalties. .
(e) knowingly makes any false or incorrect state-
ment in any return or other document made
or furnished under or for the purposes of
this Act; or s

(b) fails or refuses to furnish any information or
return required under this Act to be
furnished by him; or &

* () resists or obstructs any person in the exercis
discharge or performance of any powe”
function or duty conferred or imposed upon
that person by or under this Act; or '

(@) being a member or officer or servant of the
Council, discloses any information obtained
by him in, or in connection with, the exercise
of his powers or the performance of his
duties under this Act, to any person other
than a person to whom such information is
necessary for the purpose of the exercise of
any power, or the performance of any duty
under this Act; or

(¢) contravenes or fails to comply with any provi-
sion of this Act or rule made under this
Act,

shall be guilty of an offence under this Act.

(2) Every person who commits an offence under this
Act shall, on conviction after summary trial before $
Magistrate, be liable to a fine not exceeding five
hundred rupees.

This Act to 86. The provisions of this Act shall have effect
Stber writton  DOtwithstanding anything contained in any other law,
law. and accordingly in the event of any conflict or incon-

sistency between the provisions of this Act and such

other law, the provisions of this Act shall prevail.



