Abstract

< @ha purpose of the-pﬁgbgnt study was to e#peri—
mentally test the effect of pre-school education on
the development of thought and perscnal relationships
in two selected groups in Sri Lanka, and %o see if
pre-school children were et an aﬁvaatageéusﬁ oSl
tion when they enter Grade I;\ The first hypothesis
was that pre~school education haé no significant
| effegﬁ-aa.the cognitive development of children. The
second and third hypothesés were that pre-school
educstion bad no significant effects on the emotio-
nel adjustment and aeceptable saéial behaviour of
children, The fourth hypothesis stated that pre-
school education 4did not facilitaste readiness to
formal schooling. The fifth hypothesis was that
children from affluent homes did mot Aiffer sige
nificéﬁﬁiy from children from non-affluent homes
with regard to the benefit they get»fram pre-school
‘eﬁaeationwiggreapest designs were utilised to test
chese-hspothsses:\ In the pre-test the subjects
weéé sdninistered tests which megsured their coge-
nitive development, emotional adjustment,-ascepta-
ble socieal hehavicnr end resdiness to formal schoole
ing. The pre-test was administered to the experi-
mental group Just as they entered their pre-schoolsy
itzwas«admﬁaistereé to the eggiral group at hamg¢J
Forty~-one-subjects formed the experimental group
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and 55 nou pre-schoolers formed the coutrol group.
The post tests were sdnimistered after 8 months,
at the beginning of the primary school snd at the

- end of © months in a primary school, teo both the

experimental and control groups. 'In addition to
the pre-school variable, the home envirenment of
the child was studied in relstion to sccio-economic
status, chiid_rearing‘praetiaes and parent psrti-
c¢ipation. |

The snalysis tables were divided into two

categbries; scores representing a direct influence

- of the experimental method and countrol method snd

seores representing the effsct of high and low
socio-scononic stabus, child rearing practices
and perent participation.

There were significaut aifferences'betweén:the
experimentsl and comtrol group in relation to‘cog-
nitive development, acceptable secial behaviour,
emotional adjustument and resdiness to formal
schooling, but there were no sigunificant differences
between the affluent and the poorer groups in rela-
tion to the benefits they got from pre-school
e&aea%ion‘ia the areas of cognitive developnent
emotional adjustment and acceptsble seecial beha-
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PThe study showed that irrespective of pree

school attendance there were significent differences
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betueen cognitive development scores and %he‘aigh
. 2nd low socio-economic statuns, child resring
practices and parent partieipation, The study
did not show any significant differences between
emotional adjustment asnd §igh and low scorers inm
“oo socio-economic status,child rearing practices or
| | parent participation. The study showed sigaifin
cant differences bebuween high snd low socio-
‘economic status and amcceptable socisl behaviour
and resdiness to formal schooling. This study
alsc showed that the home enviroument vériéﬁle
could not be ignored when pre-school experience

was discussed, -

The pelationships of this study to future
investigations and desigas were also discussed.




