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ABSTRACT 

Glor iosa  superba  i s  a p o t e n t i a l  c m m m i a l  source  

of c o l c h i c i n e .  The t o t a l  a l k a l o i d s  of l e a v e s ,  t u b e r s  

and seeds  w e r e  determined by e x t r a c t i n g  wi th  e t h a n o l  

fol lowed by sodium s u l p h a t e  and e t h e r  t rea tment  and 

f i n a l  chloroform e x t r a c t i o n .  The h i g h e s t  c o n t e n t  of 

a l k a l o i d s  w a s  observed. i n  t h e  s eeds  ( 0.6%).  The a l k a l o i d s  

i n  t h e  t u b e r s  v a r i e d  from 0.2 - 0.4% and l eaves  from 

< .  0.05 - 0.2%. The d e n s i t o m e t r i c  e s t i m a t i o n  of c o l c h i c i n e  
t 

, 

w a s  c a r r i e d  ou t  by scann ing  t h e  p l a t e s  a t  350 mu. 

The h i g h e s t  c o l c h i c i n e  c o n t e n t  w a s  found i n  t h e  s e e d s .  

I n  t h e  t u b e r s  i t  v a r i e d  from 0.05 - 0.2%. The c o l c h i c i n e  

con ten t  i n  t h e  l e a v e s  w a s  low. 
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