
BRINGING VEGETATIVELY PROPAGATED TEA INTO 
PRODUCTION: OBSERVATIONS IN THE LOW-COUNTRY 

R . U . P r i ce* 

T h e fo l lowing observations on the practice adopted on Ya tade r i a Estate (e leva­
tion 1,000 ft) wi th satisfactory results m a y be of interest. 

I n 1960 a small block (1£ acres) was planted wi th clones T R I 2026 (1 a ) & 
2024 ( £ a ) . T h e clearing was planted in M a y and manured in accordance with 
the T R I recommendat ion plus 2 5 % , using init ial ly Sterameal and thereafter 
T 2 0 0 M i x t u r e . Plants were approx imate ly 15 months of age at t ime of plant ing 
and w e r e in the form of ' "Bed" plants. Shortly after planting, T o o r Dhal l was 
planted in alternate rows and a l lowed to g r o w freely until the end of the dry weather , 
by which t ime it had formed a comple te canopy over the tea at a height o f about 
6 feet. I t was then cut back to ground level and a l lowed to d ie . L e a f fall f rom 
the T o o r Dhal l was considerable and this no doubt helped to conserve moisture 
dur ing the drought periods. 

Plants w e r e bent in O c t o b e r / N o v e m b e r of that year and thereafter a l lowed to 
g r o w freely, being cut back to 12" in M a y 1961 and subsequently in O c t o b e r and 
M a y o f the succeeding year to heights va ry ing between 12" to 15* depending on 
g r o w t h . A t each cut back only the centres w e r e r emoved and all side branches left 
untouched. T h e first real prune g iven in O c t o b e r 1962, by which t ime there w e r e 
many vigorous l o w side branches, was at 18". Every th ing except green sappy 
shoots a b o v e that height was r emoved , but nothing be low, and Uie ld r in was sprayed 
on the pruned frames. Despite regular drought conditions each February and 
M a r c h , deaths did not exceed 2 % . 

T h i s clearing was first plucked in D e c e m b e r 1962 and yie ld for 1963 was 1671 
lb per acre and for 1964 wi l l approx imate 2,800 lb per acre. 

Subsequent Clear ings , which were polythene-sleeve plants of about 15 months 
w e r e g iven identical t reatment except that they were sprayed wi th Die ld r in after 
cutt ing back at approx imate ly 14 months and again after the first prune in O c t o b e r 
( approx 15 months l a t e r ) . T h e 1961 planting ( C l o n e T R I 2024 & 2026) wi l l g i v e 
approx imate ly 2600 lb per acre for 1964, (its first year of p luck ing) . A monoclonal 
block of 2 acres on very steep land was planted wi th C lone T R I 2024 in 1962, g iven 
identical t reatment and wi l l be brought into plucking at the end o f D e c e m b e r this 
year. N o deaths have occurred subsequent to the O c t o b e r 1964 prune. 

A l l these clearings w e r e planted on old R u b b e r land which is p robab ly higher 
in humus than re-condi t ioned tea land, but in 1963 a 16 acre block which included 
4 acres of o ld tea land was planted and at present there appears to be litt le difference 
in g rowth between the o ld tea and rubber lands. 

I t is m y opinion that too many Estates are dece ived by the v igor of V . P . mater ia l 
and try to c rop too soon. I t is far better to be patient and a l low the plants, and parti­
cularly the root system to deve lop fully before c ropping . 

Present address. Yataderia Estate, Undugoda. The Institute does not necessarily endorse 
the views expressed in papers contributed by persons other than members of the Staff. 
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