
Al~str-:ict: /<\,j)kr~/nt~rl!~ ('Gigoi~imolj~/c.) e:<i~Irtrmt:tr~? is one of tllc co~~inlolt trcunnlode pnr.asitcs in thc 1 
]ivcl--.of caitlc and b~rf?ilois :iil(i r.cportcd cascs S!~O\V il cllsollic debility artd u~~tiiri i l i~~css.  
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1 infection. A surTrey of s la i~gl~te~.  I~ouse rnatc:.inl i11 Co!om!)o nrltf Kartdy \vns car-ricd out 0vcr.a one \ 

yclir 1)criod coln~nencing in Ap1ill993. Post n~o~te~n ' r~ la te i ia l  iiorn several sovcr-~~ment fanns and 
otller ficld stations \vere also collected. Seventy percent o f  the carcn sscs esamincd \vcr.c of cattle ant! 1 
tllc t a t  wcrc of buffaloes. L,i\!crs and bile ducts of t l r ~  cattle and briffalocs were esaluined for tbc 
psescncc of parasites Out of 2297 cnlc;isses ofbofiiloes esnini~led; 784 (34.2%) xverc, afibcted by 
tllc pxasitc, col~lpiised to 13 of 6097 carcassesof cattle (0.23%). 711e a~lalysis ol'ol-isi11 csanli~~ed of 
anir-llals or tllc carcasses rcvcalcd that the infection was fo~uld i11 all tile ago-climatic zones. Rowever, 

I 
tile ~)~.w";llcl~ce rate was slightly higller (26.9%) in the d ~ y  zoile cornpared to the wet zone ( 19.2%) 
a:ld intermediate zone (23.2%). Anilnals over two years of age had a high rate of prevale~lce (85.7%) 
wliilst urlly a few allllnals in  the younger group were aKected. Affected livers were dissected and 

were collected for fultller laboratory studies. OIily one species of parasite, Expiu)~attmz 
ex~~lar~~~hntlz was identified. The affected livers were firm iu consistency. Tile capsule was thick and - 
opaque conipared to that of wlaEected livers. Further, some polyp-like protuberances on the 
epit]lcIial surface of bile ducts were observed. Ttle adult parasites were attached to these 

+ protuberances. The microscoljv of hematox$in and eosin stained sections rcvealed a rnonoouclear 
cell in filtsation aroulld portal triad with increased amouuts of glandular tissue in tlre bile ducts. 'I'he 
I,l-elil~lillary resdts of this  study suggest that Expla~~ntlrnr expla~?atunt is a widespread liver parasite, 
IlsilnariIy affecting buflalocs in Sri La~lka. FurtIler studies should be done to dcte1.111irle t he  cIinicaI 
aspect of tlle disease, develop a scrodinglostic test 2nd to nssess econornic losses due to the infection. 
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