
s p a c i n g of 2m x 1m (2500 ha" 1 ) as a 
f o d d e r bank and along the fences. For 
smal lho ld ings it can be planted along 
t h e fences in 1m apart. It can be 
es tab l ished from seedlings or cuttings. 
I n intermediate and dry zones Gliricidia 
i s preferably establish from seedlings 
p lan ted in polythene bags after 
col lect ing seed. Planting should be 
commenced with the on set of rain and 

initial pruning should start at 1-1.5 m 
height. On an average 5-6 kg of leaf 
biomass (on fresh basis) could be 
obtained per plant per year. The study 
carried out in the Pannala AGA 
division revealed that planting Gliricidia 
in the fences of individual land 
holdings, 2m apart, and by using them 
as animal feed the milk production can 
be increased by 50%. 

DIKIRIPOL FOR YOUR LAND 
Dikiri pol is one of the special 
variet ies of coconut found in Sri Lanka. 
T h e nuts are generally heavy. When 
tapped on the nut, dikiri gives a low 
dul l thud. The kernel of the dikiri nut is 
thicker than that of a normal nut. It is 
soft and is a jelly like mass, filling 
almost the entire cavity of the nut. The 
kernel is suitable for production of 
various sweets. The nut water is thick 
and is an oily substance. Due to its 
special characteristics and scarcity, 
dikiri nuts are expensive. 

Dikiri is mainly found in the Southern 
Province of the island especially in the 
Denipitiya and Weligama areas. The 
production is limited to 1-2 dikiri nuts 
per bunch per palm. Furthermore, 
under natural condition dikiri nuts do 
not germinate. Hence, propagation of 
dikiri is difficult. 

Therefore, Coconut Research Institute 
has launched a programme for a 
mass-production of dikiri plants using 
the embryo culture technology. The 
plants will be ready for distribution in 1-
2 years. However, a few dikiri 
seedlings have already been sold at a 
cost of Rs. 125.00 per seedling. 
Further information can be obtained 
from Director, Coconut Research 
Institute, Lunuwila. 
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