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f Water Facts at Glance

e  There are 1.1 billion people, or 18 per cent of the world’s population, who lack access to safe drinking water About 2.6 billion
people, or 42 per cent of the total, lack access to basic sanitation.

e Only one per cent of the total water resources on earth is available for human use. While 70 per cent of the world’s surface is
covered by water, 97.5 per cent of that is salt water. Of the remaining 2.5 per cent that is freshwater, almost 68.7 per cent is frozen
in ice caps and glaciers.

e  Water withdrawals for irrigation have increased by over 60 per cent since 1960. About 70 per cent of all available freshwater is used
for irrigation in agriculture. Yet because of inefficient irrigation systems, particularly in developing countries, 60 per cent of this
water is lost to evaporation or is returned to rivers and groundwater aquifers.

e In parts of the United States, China and India, groundwater is being consumed faster than it is being replenished, and groundwater
tables are steadily falling. Some rivers, such as the Colorado River in the western United States and the Yellow River in China,
often run dry before they reach the sea.

e Up to 30 per cent of fresh water supplies are lost due to leakage in developed countries, and in some major cities, losses can run as
high as 40 to 70 per cent.

e About 90 per cent of sewage and 70 per cent of industrial wastes in developing countries are discharged into water courses without
treatment, often polluting the usable water supply.

e  Every week an estimated 42,000 people die from diseases related to low quality drinking water and lack of sanitation. Over 90

& per cent of them occur to children under the age of 5. J‘/

Source : United Nations/Water for Life - wwwO0.un.org



http://www0.un.org
http://jaaf.eureka.lk/



