
Child Welfare and Tourism 

When we rejoice with the| 
dawn of peace and the 
po ten t i a l inc rease o f 

tourism in Sri Lanka, we are bound! 
i 

to see an exponential increase in 
tourism in the next few years. We 
need to take into account not onlyj 
the end of the war, but also the 
v i s ib le i m p r o v e m e n t s in the 
economy, including increasing and 
likely fore ign inves tmen t s . Sri 
Lanka's potential to develop the 
tourist industry is not only related 
to the beauty of the country and the 
wonderful beaches, but also the 
ancient history and archaeological 
sites, wild life, hand crafts and the 
m u It i -cu l tura l a t t r ac t ions , 
inc lud ing dance and music . In 
short, the scope is enormous with 
u n p r e c e d e n t e d po ten t i a l 
contributions to the economy. 

Sri Lanka has been well-known as 
a tourist destination for about four 
decades. Initial unrestricted inflow 
of tourists in the seventies and the 
early e igh t i e s and c h e a p 
accommodat ion as well as low-
priced flights led to the influx of 
undes i r ab le tour is ts inc lud ing! 
'Hippies', drug addicts,' sex tourists 
and paedophiles (those seeking sex 
with children). Very soon, Sri Lanka 
b e c a m e a "paradise" for 
p a e d o p h i l e s , espec ia l ly on the 
Southern Coas t with beaut iful 
beaches and new hotel complexes 
that came up with the flourishing 
trade. Although a majority of the 
tourists would not frequent the 
country for paedophilia, a certain 
amount would do so. It is important 
to real ise that even if a smal l 
number of undesirable tourists 
came into the country, the damage 
caused to soc ie ty may b e 
s ign i f i can t . T h o s e iden t i f i ed 
previously were from Europe, mainly 
from Germany, Switzerland, the UK, 
and Scand inav ian c o u n t r i e s , 
Belgium, France and Holland. A few 
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have been identified from Australia 
and the USA. During the Seventies 
and the early eighties, the use of 
children was quite open on the 
beaches and hotels. Subsequently, 
following new laws, especially the 
1995 penal code amendment and 
protests by activists as well as the 
establishment of the National Child 
Protection Authori ty in 1999, a 
s ta tu tory body , r educed the 
incidence significantly, but swept 
some of these activities to a 'covert' 
s ta te . H o w e v e r , many people 
ranging from guest house owners, 
traffickers, parents, three wheeler 
drivers to officials were benefiting 
in many w a y s , and therefore , 
sustained the operations covertly 
and continue to do so even today. 

With the advent of the internet and 
popularisation of it resulted in the 
sale of ch i ld ren , inc lud ing 
pornography on the net. Easy access 
to internet, even not so developed 
in tourist areas, but, has become a 
menace. The internet may have 
sites such as 'sex teens Sri Lanka', 
'gay teens Sri Lanka ' . When 
teenagers type key words such as 
teens + sex or Gay + teens, they 
end up in sites like these and may 
be t empted to e x p e r i m e n t by 
replying these mails. The promises 
by the paedophile on the other side 
may be tempting for the child or 
teen to go on with the dialogue. The 
paedophile at the other end may 
indicate that he too is a teen, while 
he may be a 50-year old man. 
Somet imes , they may write as 
women just seeking companionship 
and may not even talk about sex. 
The man on the other side may 
promise expensive gifts, trips and 
other benefi ts . Somet imes , the 
parents themselves may be fooled, 
e spec ia l ly w h e n the person 
p r o m i s e s to suppor t foreign 
educa t ion for ch i ld ren which 
parents cannot afford to, and this 
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tourist may even take the parents 
along on trips, but abuse the child 
wi thou t their k n o w l e d g e . Even 
outs ide the internet spec t rum, 
paedophiles may build and renovate 
houses and is another ploy by him, 
since he would stay in the house 
with the family and continue to 
abuse the child with or without the 
knowledge of parents. Language is 
fortunately a limiting factor in the 
communication process, although 
middlemen, often traffickers, may 
get involved. 

Unfortunately, the December 2004 
Tsunami too struck these poverty-
s t r i cken a reas , p r e v i o u s l y 
frequented by sex tourists, making 
the ch i ld ren more v u l n e r a b l e . 
H o w e v e r , the N a t i o n a l Ch i ld 
Protection Authority acted swiftly 
to prevent the objectives of some 
of these visitors. 

T h e r e are u n d o u b t e d l y many 
benefits of tourism to chi ldren, 
e s p e c i a l l y , by i m p r o v i n g the 
e c o n o m y of the c o m m u n i t y , 
individuals and families. Through 
improved economy, their standards 
of living and hygienic conditions 
would improve. The contribution to 
their education and .health, would 
be enormous. HoweVer, in the Tush 
for ' go ld ' we cannot lurgefc'our 
precious and innocent children, 
especially the poor children in the 
surrounding communities such as 
fishing villages. 

In any country, another industry 
that g o e s hand in hand wi th 
t ou r i sm is the sex i n d u s t r y . 
Although a country may be able to 
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minimise this aspect, it is almost 
impossible to eliminate it, since sex 
is one aspect o f ' e n j o y m e n t ' 
expected by tourists. It is related 
to nightclubs, night entertainment, 
such as strip tease , end ing in 
prostitution. This would mostly 
affect the poorer villagers in the 
surrounding areas or far away rural 
places from where women may be 
trafficked on false pre tence of 
employment, money and a better 
life. It may not be limited to women, 
but also to y o u n g men and 
adolescents for homosexual activity 
or male prostitution. However, un­
scrupulous adults would not stop 
at se l l ing ch i ld ren for their 
monetary gain. This would also 
include trafficking of children and 
adolescents to the tourist areas 
into small gues t h o u s e s and 
brothels. 

When there is a demand from the 
tourists for sex, the supply line will 
get activated. Unlike in places like 
the Maldives, where the island 
resorts are i so la ted from the 
community, we have a disadvantage 
of being able to mingle with the 
tourists. There may be advantages, 
since the tourists will be able to 
understand the culture, religious 
practices and visit other places 
independently, while the locals may 
be also able to sell their wares to 
the tourists directly benefiting both 
parties. The tourists also will have 
another advan tage of buy ing 
things, such as, Coke, fruits, etc. 
from shops, thus avoiding higher 
hotel ra tes . T h i s p roces s of 
ming l ing also o p e n s ano ther 
opportunity of being able to buy sex 
in the 'open market' either through 
touts or direct-access, It would be 
the tout who will promise safety 
from law, and be able to manipulate 
the system through bribes and 
other incentives. In this market of 
' f lesh ' t rade, the prof i ts are 
enormous without too much of 
investment and the risk is worth if 
the implementation of the law and 
surve i l l ance is in ques t ion . 
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H o w e v e r , this 
ac t i v i t y is 
un l ike ly to 
h a p p e n in 
places that are 
isolated such as 
in i s land 
resor ts in the 
Maldives. 

A n o t h e r evi l 
facet of tourism 
is the trade and 
use of 

narcotics. Again 
the d e m a n d 
would pull the 
drugs into the 
area and the 
people wait ing 
to profit would 
get i n to the 
orbit. Here too, 
adolescents are 
mostly at risk, 
partly because 
of poverty, little 
s cope for 

e d u c a t i o n , 
ignorance and 
the i dea l i s t i c 
mind wan t ing 
to experiment. 
The culture of 
some of these tourists encompass 
fun, sex and drugs, and the guides, 
often adolescents and sometimes 
children, are obliged to partake in 
these ac t i v i t i e s , and m a y be 
deprived of monetary benefits if 
they do not accommodate. The long-
term effects are enormous to the 
i n d i v i d u a l as wel l as the 
community, unless precautionary 
steps are taken. 

When this malicious web of fun, sex 
and d r u g s is spun ano the r 
' T a r a n t u l a ' s teps into sp read 
s exua l l y - t r ansmi t t ed d i s ea se s , 
i n c l u d i n g the po ten t i a l ly fatal 
H l V ( H u m a n I m m u n o d e f i c i e n c y 
V i r u s ) / A I D S ( A c q u i r e d 
Immunodeficiency Syndrome). We 
have to be conscious of the health 
hazards that come with the great 
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Figure 1: Abject poverty in the surrounding fishing 
community villages and the vulnerable children with 
little education and not prospects for a future or jobs 
who are sub jec ted to abuse , exp lo i t a t i on and 
trafficking 

s uc c e s s of tour i sm and the 
u l t i m a t e n e g a t i v e resu l t s , 
especially on society, should not 
n e g a t e the pos i t i ve aspec t s of 
tourism. 

One of the main problems that lead 
to exploitation of children is the 
abject poverty p reva len t in the 
areas. Figure 1 summarises the 
"push" and "pull" fac tors that 
contribute to the problem. 

Why is that children or adolescents 
should not take part in sexual 
activity? The definition of sexual 
abuse makes it clear. Child sexual 
abuse is the involvement of a child 
in sexual activity that he or she 
d o e s not fully c o m p r e h e n d , i s 
unable to give informed consent to, 
or for which the child is not 
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d e v e l o p m e n t a l ! } ' p repared and 
cannot give consent. It includes: 

• The exploitative use of a child in 
prostitution or other unlawful sexual 
practices. 

• The exploitative use of children in 
pornographic performances and 
materials. 

Sri Lanka is a signatory to the 
United Nations Convention on the 
Rights of the Child (UNCRC) and 
is ob l iged i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y to 
safeguard the rights of the child. 
Under the convention, there are 
some articles related to tourism, 
sex trade and child rights, the State 
has an obligation to protect children 
from the following: 

Article 33 Drug abuse 

Article 34 Sexual exploitation 

Article 3S Sale, trafficking and 
abduction of children 

DeniaI :When incidents of child 
abuse s t igmat i se our soc ie ty , 
ne i ther the soc ie ty nor the 
individuals would like to belong to 
that society, and it would be not 
surprising for them to reject reality, 
tt is also easy to justify this denial 
because, of the hidden nature of 
abuse, At the same t ime, this 
den ia l , wh ich is a lso par t ly 
responsible for stigma, becomes an 
important factor that makes the 
issue a hidden phenomenon. There 
have been many justifications in 
soc ie ty , e spec ia l ly c o n c e r n i n g 
abuse of male children such as: 
"Ships do not leave tracks on water" 
in relation to virginity while they 
also say "Boys do not get pregnant". 

W h a t are the bad effects of 
sexual abuse? 

T h e major effect wou ld be 
psychological , with loss of self-
esteem (How you value yourself) 
that would affect their education 
with sudden deterioration of school 
work, and interactions with family 
members and friends. They may run 

away from home or even attempt 
suicide. 1 T h e y also will have a 
tendency to get abused more and 
more w i thou t res i s t ance , 
ultimately leading to prostitution 
(female! or malej . They are also 
likely to be attracted to drugs , 
tobaccojand alcohol as well as risk-
taking |bchaviour. It also causes 
the victim to become an abuser later 

i 
on in life. 

I 
The issue of the risk of sexually-
t r ansmi t t ed d i seases ( S T D s ) , 
including gonorrhoea, syphilis and 
HIV/AIDS, are huge in this segment 
of society. Juvenile delinquency 
(now referred to as children in 
conflict with the law) and violence 
are other detrimental effects on 
society. 

Considering the malicious effects 
on i nd iv idua l s and soc ie ty , 
especially the long-term effects, 
one should be extremely concerned 
in prevent ing chi ldhood sexual 
abuse and exploitation. Apart from 
creat ing awareness at different 
levels, it is essential to implement 
the legal process in making it a 
deterrent to the offenders. T h e 
present laws in the country are 
more than adequate if the law is 
implemented properly to prevent 
paedophiles. 

H o w can w e make use of the 
economic benefits of tourism 
whi le s a f e g u a r d i n g our 
children? 

Accountability to the legal system 
is extremely important with proper 
implementation of the law making 
both the perpetrator and the legal 
officers are accountable . Extra 
territorial prosecutions in most 
Western countries are possible and 
awareness as well as sensitivity 
and coopera t ion of the foreign 
services and the Attorney General's 
Depar tments on both sides are 

[ 

extremely important. 

In te rne t su rve i l l ance s y s t e m s 
should be implemented with the 

po l i ce and ac t ive phys ica l 
surveillance of the tourist areas as 
opposed to passive surveil lance 
(Take action only when a complaint 
is made) is essential. The present 
law in Sri Lanka makes it possible 
to p rosecu te a v i o l a t o r for 
soliciting. 

The most i m p o r t a n t would be 
education of the population of the 
long- and short-term evil effects of 
chi ld abuse , e s p e c i a l l y sexual 
abuse. This can be done at national 
level using the mass media and 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s , such as , the 
National Child Protection Authority 
(NCPA), the UN bodies like UNICEF 
(United Nations Children's Fund), 
WHO (World Health Organisation) 
and U N I F E M { U n i t e d Na t ions 
Development Fund for Women) as 
well as local and international Non-
G o v e r n m e n t a l O r g a n i s a t i o n s 
(NGOs). However, grass roots-level 
awareness building is much more 
ef fec t ive us ing N G O s and 
Community-Based Organisations 1 

(CBOs) . School child Protection 
Committees can be used to impart 
this knowledge very effectively. 

We have used C B O s funded by 
international NGOs by having drop 
in centres for children that would 
provide protect ion to them and 
faci l i ta te k n o w l e d g e and skills 
bui ld ing to protect themselves . 
T h e s e are not res iden t ia l 
institutions, but centres that would 
provide the facilities to the children 
to learn, enjoy and develop skills. 
Summary of some of the activities 
is described below: 

(i) Use the centres as a focal point 
for psycno-sooia f rehabil i tat ion, 
using art therapy, music/drama, 
group therapy, etc. as a medium to 
address trauma of the traumatic 
situations faced in life either before 
or after the T s u n a m i . Other 
resource persons would conduct 
the training. 

Contd. on page 26 
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Contd. frontpage 18 ( i i ) Educa te 
v u l n e r a b l e 
ch i ld ren and 

resources for formal, non-formal, 
sex and health education. 

(v) Provide facilities for relevant 
vocational training educate and 
provide i n c e n t i v e s for s av ing 
introduce concepts of investment 
and entrepreneurship skills. 

(vi) A d d r e s s spec i f ic i s sues 
concerning individual children who 
have been abused or who are 
vulnerable to abuse, especially in 
relation to sexual exploitation both 
by loca ls and tour i s t s and 
t raf f icking of ch i ld ren for 
exploitation, especially sexual. 

The above objectives contribute 
to the g o a l of e m p o w e r i n g 
c h i l d r e n / y o u t h to deal w i th 
situations, which are a threat to 
their well-being. Figure 2 shows 
this diagrammatically. 

These programs could be started as 
Cooperate Social Responsibi l i ty 
(CSR) projects sponsored by the 
c o m p a n i e s tha t benef i t from 
tourism, such as, tour companies 
and Hotels. It is important that the 
project is m o n i t o r e d by 
k n o w l e d g e a b l e p e r s o n s . T h e 
companies should not take undue 
advan tage of th is project and 
tourist visi tat ion should not be 
allowed} since it may lead to other 
issues. Previously, we have seen 
officials being part of an abusive 
process when tourists were allowed 
inside orphanages. 

Footnote: 
1 Har.tindra.5 l ^ m a i L c o m • 

Child /Youth Development Centre 

Attract i 

Beach Kids+Other Kids 

D V D , V C D , S p o r t s ; M u s i c , 

V o c a t i o n a l T r a i n i n g 

F o r m a l / N o n f o r m a l j E d u c a t i o n 
o n C h i l d A b u s e , D r u g s , A l c o h o l , 

C i g a r e t t e s , H I V / A I D S 

CRC Education 
Develop skills to protect yourself. 

And build self-esteem. 
Vocational training is another aspect 

No stigma 
since all groups m e e t together 

Figure 2: Concept of Child Protection 

you th in h igh-
risk areas on the 
f o l l o w i n g 
subjec ts : Sex 
e d u c a t i o n , 
sexua l abuse 
and exploitation, 
H I V / A I D S and 
o ther S T D s , 
d rugs , a l c o h o l 
and tobacco use. 

( i i i ) P rov ide 
fac i l i t i es to 
you th and 
children so that 
they have access 
to e d u c a t i o n a l 
ma te r i a l and 
en te r t a inmen t . 
T h e fac i l i t i e s 
p rov ided are 
instrumental in 
keep ing the 
c h i l d r e n / y o u t h 
away from the 
r i sks of the 
e n v i r o n m e n t 
which they live 
in. 

( iv) P r o v i d e 
r e sou rces for 
en te r t a inment , 
play and leisure 
for children as a 
child right and 
a lso a t t rac t 
these= children 
and y o u t h 
th rough these 

Definitions of some Selected Categories of Tourism 

International Tourism: Temporary movement of people from the resident country to another country for recreation, 
health, business or any other reason. 

Domestic Tourism: Travelling within own country, i.e., travelling from one location to another within own country. 

Sustainable Tourism: Tourism that ensures development of the tourism industry with min imum/no adverse impacts 
on the environment and local culture. 

Cultural Tourism: Tourism concerned with the culture of a country or a region, specifically the lifestyle of the people 
in those geographical areas, the history of those people, their art, architecture, religion(s), and other elements. 

Wildlife Tourism: Travelling to watch wild animals in their natural habitals. 

Medical Tourism (health tourism): Travelling across international borders to obtain healthcare. 

Sport Tourism: Travelling for either viewing or participating in a sporting event. 

Religious Tourism (faith tourism): Travelling people of faith individually or in groups for pilgrimage, missionary, 
or leisure [fellowship) purposes. 4^k 

War Tourism: Recreational travelling to war zones for purposes of sightseeing and superficial voyeurism. 

Sex Tourism: Travelling primarily for the purpose of effecting a commercial sexual relationship by the tourist with 
residents at the destination. 
Drug Tourism: Travelling for the purpose of obtaining or using drugs for personal use that are unavailable or illegal 
in one's home jurisdiction. Compiled with information from wiJcipediu.org. 

Eco Tourism: Responsible travelling to natural areas that conserves the environment and improves the well-being of 
local people. Compiled with information from ecotourism.org. 

Education Tourism or Edu-tourism: Travelling to a location as a group with the primary purpose of engaging in a 
j learning experience directly related to the location. Compiled with information from education-tourism-paul. 
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