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P r e s e n t m i l i t a r y e q u i p m e n t i n t h e w o r l d i s a l r e a d y s u f f i c i e n t t o 
k i l l every h u m a n 40 t i m e s over . A n d ye t , every day , w e l l ove r a 
b i l l i o n d o l l a r s w i l l flow i n t o t h e w o r l d ' s a r m a m e n t s r ace . T h i s 
co r responds t o t h e t o t a l i n c o m e d u r i n g t h a t same d a y o f t h e 36 
poores t n a t i o n s o f t h e w o r l d , w i t h a p o p u l a t i o n o f some 1,800 
m i l l i o n . H a l f o f these peop le w i l l be l i v i n g i n u t m o s t p o v e r t y , 
t h e i r c h i l d r e n h u n g r y . I n t h e i n d u s t r i a l i s e d c o u n t r i e s , d u r i n g 
t h i s same d a y , ove r 400,000 e n g i n e e r s a n d sc ien t i s t s — a b o u t h a l f 
o f a l l t h e r e a r e i n t h e w o r l d — w i l l be d e v o t i n g t h e i r s k i l l s t o 
d e v e l o p i n g m o r e dead l y m i l i t a r y e q u i p m e n t . 

H o w e v e r c o m p l e x , t h e r e is a n i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n t h e a r m a ­
m e n t s r a c e a n d o u r e f f o r t s t o e n s u r e b a l a n c e d g l oba l d e v e l o p m e n t . 
I n t h a t c o n t e x t , a r e p o r t was p r e s e n t e d i n 1977 t o t h e U n i t e d 
N a t i o n s G e n e r a l Assemb l y o n t h e econom ic a n d soc ia l consequences 
o f t h e a r m s race (Economic and Social Consequences of the Arma­
ments Race and its Extremely Harmful Effects on World Peace and 
Security). T h e r e p o r t c o n f i r m s t h a t t h e t r e n d i n a r m s d e v e l o p m e n t 
a n d p r o d u c t i o n pers is ts , I n v o l v i n g c o n t i n u o u s a n d g r o w i n g d e m a n d s 
f o r resources despe ra te l y needed f o r soc ia l d e v e l o p m e n t purposes. 
" G e n u i n e s e c u r i t y " , t h e r e p o r t s a y s , " c a n n o t be assured b y t h e a c c u m u ­
l a t i o n o f a r m a m e n t s b u t o n l y t h r o u g h d i s a r m a m e n t , c o - o p e r a t i o n 
a n d t h e g r o w t h o f e x c h a n g e a n d i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e i n a w o r l d o f 
d i m i n i s h i n g i n e q u a l i t i e s . " 

These issues w e r e t h e s u b j e c t o f a Development FOrum r o u n d -
tab le d iscuss ion r e c e n t l y o r g a n i z e d b y t h e U N s m o n t h l y d e v e l o p m e n t 
j o u r n a l i n t he Pa la l se de N a t i o n s i n Geneva . 

N Q E L - B A K & R : I hope a n d 
bel ieve t h a t t h e Spec ia l Session o f 
t h e G e n e r a l Assemb ly i s g o i n g t o 
I n i t i a t e a w o r l d t r e a t y o n d i s ­
a r m a m e n t . T h i s c o u l d f o l l o w t h e 
d r a f t s p r e p a r e d by t h e Sov ie t 
G o v e r n m e n t i n 1962 a n d v e r y 
s h o r t l y a f t e r w a r d s by P r e s i d e n t 
J o h n F. K e n n e d y . I r e g a r d t h e m 
as t h e h i g h p o i n t o f a r m a m e n t 
deba te ove r t h e l a s t 100 yea rs — 
t h e d i r e c t o u t c o m e o f 40 yea rs 
o f c o n t i n u o u s deba te o n a r m a m e n t 
p r o b l e m s i n t h e L e a g u e o f N a t i o n s 
a n d i n t h e U N a f t e r 1945. 

I hope f o r s u c h a t r e a t y i n 
t h r e e stages, o f p e r h a p s t w o yea rs 
e a c h , because I t h i n k t h e less 
a f f l u e n t n a t i o n s o f t h e w o r l d a r e 
n o w t h o r o u g h l y l a u n c h e d I n t o t h e 
a r m s race . T h e pe rcen tage o f t h e i r 
a r m a m e n t s e x p e n d i t u r e h a s r i s e n 
f r o m a b o u t 6 pe r c e n t less t h a n 10 
yea rs ago t o 15 p e r c e n t t o d a y . 

M i l i t a r y d i c t a t o r s h i p s w i l l fight 
a g a i n s t d i s a r m a m e n t , b u t i f t h e r e 
Is a w o r l d t r e a t y , t h e i r resources as 
w e l l as t h e h e l p t h e y rece ive f r o m 
t h e rest o f t h e w o r l d c o u l d be used 
n o t f o r a r m a m e n t b u t f o r d e v e ­
l o p m e n t . As i n t h e a f f l u e n t , i n d u s ­
t r i a l i s e d na t i ons , , t h e y need a 
soc ia l r e v o l u t i o n a n d r e d i s t r i b u t i o n 
o f w e a l t h by t a x a t i o n . T h a t has 

g o t t o h a p p e n o n a w o r l d scale, 
a n d I be l ieve i t w i l l o n l y h a p p e n 
i f t h e r e i s a g r e a t r e d u c t i o n o f 
t h e < m s e x p e n d i t u r e . 

\ j d R E S H K O V A : Sov ie t w o m e n 
s u p p o r t e d t h e decade f o r w o m e n 
p r o c l a i m e d b y t h e U .N. W e be l ieve 
t h a t t h e p r o c l a m a t i o n o f t h i s 
decade c a n serve as t h e r e c o g n i ­
t i o n o f w o m e n ' s c o n t r i b u t i o n t o 
d e v e l o p m e n t a n d peace. T h e f a c t 
t h a t s u c h a decade w a s p r o c l a i m e d 
a t a l l t es t i f i es to t h e d i s c r i m i n a ­
t i o n t h a t s t i l l ex is ts a g a i n s t 
w o m e n i n w o r k , e d u c a i o n a n d p r o ­
fess iona l t r a i n i n g . 

I n t h e course o f I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
W o m e n ' s Y e a r i t w a s v e r y e v i d e n t 
t h a t w o m e n f e l t c o n c e r n f o r t h e 
g r e a t s u m s b e i n g s p e n t o n a r m a ­
m e n t s a n d t h o u g h t a b o u t h o w i t 
w o u l d be i m p o r t a n t t o use these 
finances f o r t h e s o l u t i o n o f s u c h 
p r o b l e m s as e l i m i n a t i o n o f i l l i ­
t e r a c y a n d d o i n g a w a y w i t h i l l ness . 

I b e l o n g t o a g r o u p o f peop le 
w h o h a v e been l u c k y e n o u g h t o see 
t h e e a r t h f r o m space. I t t a k e s o n l y 
one a n d a h a l f h o u r s f o r a space 
s h i p t o m a k e a c o m p l e t e r e v o l u ­
t i o n a r o u n d t h e e a r t h . W h e n y o u 
a re f l y i n g i n space w h a t s t r i kes 
y o u m o s t o f a l l i s t h e r e a l i s a t i o n 
t h a t t h e e a r t h is so s m a l l a n d 
very b e a u t i f u l . M a k i n g i t m o r e 

b e a u t i f u l d e p e n d s o n . a l l t h e people 
w h o l i v e o n e a r t h — a n d the e f fo r ts 
o f eve ry I n d i v i d u a l . 

M A C B R I D E : T h e I m p a c t o f 
t h e a r m s r a c e i s a colossal was te 
o n t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e w o r l d . 
I t h a s n o w surpassed $400 b i l l i o n 
a n n u a l l y . A s t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r o f 
I n d i a p o i n t s o u t , t h i s is e q u a l t o 
t o t a l w o r l d - w i d e e x p e n d i t u r e o n 
e d u c a t i o n a n d t w i c e as m u c h as 
g o v e r n m e n t e x p e n d i t u r e o n h e a l t h . 

B u t t h e r e i s a n o t h e r aspect I 
w a n t t o emphas ise . M y u n d e r s t a n d ­
i n g o f a n u c l e a r w a r u n d e r p r e s e n t 
c o n d i t i o n s w o u l d be t h a t t h e r e i s 
n o a r e a o f t h e w o r l d t h a t w o u l d be 
s p a r e d f r o m s u c h a w a r . F a l l - o u t 
a n d r a d i a t i o n w i l l n o t s top a t 
n u c l e a r - f r e e zones even i f y o u d o 
exc lude n u c l e a r w e a p o n s f r o m ce r ­
t a i n areas. D i s a r m a m e n t Is o f 
d i r e c t c o n c e r n t o every c o u n t r y i n 
t h e w o r l d . 

D E A L W I S : I w o u l d l i k e t o 
endorse t h e I n t e r - r e l a t l o n s h l p b e t ­
w e e n d e v e l o p m e n t a n d d i s a r m a ­
m e n t . N o t o n l y does t h e e n o r m o u s 
e x p e n d i t u r e o n a r m a m e n t s severe ly 
r educe t h e resources a v a i l a b l e f o r 
d e v e l o p m e n t , w h e r e t h e l a c k o f 
resources is a c r i t i c a l c o n s t r a i n t , 
b u t i t a lso dep le tes t h e e a r t h ' s 
scarce c r i t i c a l n a t u r a l resources . 
F u r t h e r , o u r energ ies i n r e s e a r c h 
a n d d e v e l o p m e n t a r e b e i n g d i v e r t e d 
t o d e s t r u c t i v e purposes a t t h e 
expense o f i m p r o v i n g t h e p h y s i c a l 
q u a l i t y o f l i f e o f t h e peop le . N o t 
o n l y m a t e r i a l resources b u t h u m a n 
resources are a lso b e i n g d i v e r t e d 
w i t h t h e h i g h l y q u a l i f i e d p r o f e s ­
s iona l s b e i n g l u r e d b y t h e a t t r a c ­
t i v e t e r m s o f w o r k r e s u l t i n g i n a 
b r a i n d r a i n o f expe r ienced p e r ­
sonne l f r o m d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s 

T h e p ress ing issue o f d i s ­
a r m a m e n t w i l l be t h r u s t 
a g a i n t o t h e c e n t r e o f w o r l d 
a t t e n t i o n a t t h e e i g h t h Spec ia l 
Session o f t h e G e n e r a l A s s e m ­
b l y o f t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s i n 
N e w Y o r k f r o m M a y 23 t o 
J u n e 28. 

F i n a l p r e p a r a t i o n s a r e 
u n d e r w a y f o r t h e Session 
w h i c h w i l l b r i n g t o g e t h e r 
l j ep resen ta t i ves o f a l l m e m ­
ber s ta tes o f t h e w o r l d o r g a ­
n i z a t i o n . I n t h e w o r d s o f 
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l K u r t W a l d -
h e i m , i t w i l l , " i n a l l p r o b a ­
b i l i t y be t h e la rges t , m o s t 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e g a t h e r i n g ever 
convened t o cons ide r t h e ques ­
t i o n o f d i s a r m a m e n t i n a l l i t s 
aspec ts . " 
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t o f i l l t h e v o i d I n o t h e r ' f i e l d s o f 
I n d u s t r y . 

A g a i n , b y c o m p a r i s o n , a r e c e n t 
T J N C T A D s t u d y e s t i m a t e d t h a t 
t h e T h i r d W o r l d ' s d e b t s w i l l t o t a l 
$253 b i l l i o n b y 1980 . W h a t w i l l b e 
t h e I m p a c t o f t h i s ? I t m e a n s t h a t 
d e b t s e r v i c i n g p r o b l e m s w i l l l e a d 
t o a c u t d o w n o f I m p o r t s o f e s s e n ­
t i a l r a w m a t e r i a l s r e s u l t i n g I n 
r e s t r i c t i n g e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t . 
I n t u r n i t w o u l d c r e a t e p r o b l e m s 
o f p o l i t i c a l i n s t a b i l i t y , p a v i n g t h e 
w a y f o r t h e e m e r g e n c e o f d i c ­
t a t o r s h i p s a n d t h e b r e a k u p o f 
t h e d e m o c r a t i c p rocess , w h e r e s o m e 
a r e k e p t I n p o w e r b y r e s o r t t o 
a r m s . 

E v e r y o n e r e c o g n i s e s t o d a y t h a t 
t h e r e Is a n a d e q u a t e d e t e r r e n t I n 
t h e a r s e n a l o f t h e m a j o r p o w e r s ' 
w h i c h c a n m a i n t a i n t h e b a l a n c e o f 
p o w e r . O n e d o e s n o t n e e d t o u s e 
a s l e d g e - h a m m e r t o k i l l a m o s ­
q u i t o . 

A g a i n w e t a l k a b o u t t h e p o p u ­
l a t i o n e x p l o s i o n . B u t h o w b e s t c a n 
y o u c o n t r o l p o p u l a t i o n e x p l o s i o n 
e x c e p t t h r o u g h r e d u c i n g i l l i t e r a c y 
a n d i m p r o v i n g l i f e e x p e c t a n c y ? 
I n S r i L a n k a w e h a v e b e e n a b l e 
t h r o u g h i n c r e a s e d r e s o u r c e s i n 
e d u c a t i o n a n d h e a l t h se rv ices t o 
r e d u c e t h e p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h r a t e 
f r o m 3.2 p e r c e n t t o 1.6 p e r c e n t 
b e c a u s e w e h a v e r a i s e d o u r l i t e ­
r a c y r a t e t o 8 7 p e r c e n t a n d o u r 
a v e r a g e l i f e e x p e c t a n c y t o 67.2 
y e a r s . R e c e n t s t u d i e s h a v e s h o w n 
t h a t t h r o u g h l i t e r a c y a p o o r 
f a m i l y I n a d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r y 
k n o w s t h e a d v a n t a g e s o f h a v i n g a 
s m a l l f a m i l y u n i t a n d i f y o u a r e 
r e a s o n a b l y a s s u r e d o f a l o n g l i f e 
e x p e c t a n c y f o r y o u r c h i l d r e n y o u 
n e e d n o t t a k e a n i n s u r a n c e o r 
s e v e n c h i l d r e n t o e n s u r e h a v i n g 
t h r e e c h i l d r e n t o h e l p y o u r u n 
y o u r f a r m . 

I t h a s b e e n s a i d t h a t t h e r e is 
a n i n c r e a s e i n t h e a r m s e x p e n d i ­
t u r e a m o n g t h e d e v e l o p i n g c o u n ­
t r i e s . Y e s , b u t ' I d o n o t t h i n k i t 
f a i r t o m a k e a g e n e r a l o b s e r v a t i o n 
f o r a l l d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s 
b e c a u s e m o s t o f t h e a r m s sa les a r e 
t o a v e r y f e w d e v e l o p i n g c o u n ­

t r i e s w h i c h a r e i n a d e facto w a r 
s i t u a t i o n . C e r t a i n l y m o s t o f u s 
r e c o g n i s e t h a t t h i s i s s o m e t h i n g 
w e c a n i l l a f f o i l d t o i n d u l g e I n . 

F u r t h e r m o r e , e v e r y t i m e y o u 
c r e a t e m o r e s o p h i s t i c a t e d w e a p o n s 
y o u a r e f o r c i n g c o u n t r i e s i n a 
w a r s i t u a t i o n t o k e e p u p w i t h t h e 
o t h e r s i n m i l i t a r y h a r d w a r e . T h i s 
C o m p e l s t h e m t o c o n t i n u e b u y i n g 
m o r e a n d m o r e s o p h i s t i c a t e d w e a -

p o n s . O n e s h o u l d b e a r i n m i n d 
t h a t t h e r e a r e t w o p a r t i e s i n t h e 
t r a d e i n a r m s . 

B U R H O P : I t h i n k t h a t t h e 
p r o p o s a l f r o m t h e S o v i e t G o v e r n ­
m e n t s o m e t i m e a g o t o d e v o t e 10 
p e r c e n t o f t h e a r m s e x p e n d i t u r e 
o f t h e p e r m a n e n t m e m b e r s o f t h e 
S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l t o d e v e l o p m e n t , is 
a v e r y w i s e a n d u s e f u l o n e . B u t 
b e f o r e t h i s c a n b e d o n e t h e r e i s a 
t r e m e n d o u s t a s k t o be d o n e i n p r e ­
p a r i n g p u b l i c o p i n i o n i n t h e d e v e ­
l o p e d c o u n t r i e s . I f m y c o u n t r y 
( B r i t a i n ) d i s a r m e d t o d a y a n d 
o f f e r e d t h a t £ 6 0 0 0 m i l l i o n , n o t o n e 
p e r c e n t w o u l d g o t o t h e d e v e ­
l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s , s u c h w o u l d b e 
t h e c l a m o u r f o r t a x r e d u c t i o n s a n d 
t o g e t t h e m o n e y p l o u g h e d b a c k 
i n t o t h e B r i t i s h e c o n o m y . 

T h e b i g g e s t t a s k t o d a y w i t h 
r e g a r d t o d e v e l o p m e n t i s t o f o r m 
p u b l i c o p i n i o n a n d m a k e i t a c c e p t 
t h a t i n o u r o w n i n t e r e s t w e h a v e 

W e a p o n s v e r s u s D e v e l o p m e n t 

y 
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Electrification for 13 d t l M and 
19 rural zones with a population 
of about nine, million Inhabitant* 

Equipment for 520 elattraoms' 
(SO puptla per primary school 

T e c h n o l o g y f o r D e v e l o p m e n t ) . T o 
t h e v i l l a g e r l i v i n g i n P a k i s t a n n o t 
k n o w i n g w h e r e h i s n e x t m e a l i s 
c o m i n g f r o m , t h e i d e a s o f s t o p p i n g 
n u c l e a r w e a p o n s s e e m v e r y r e m o t e 
a n d d i s a r m a m e n t is s o m e t h i n g h e 
does n o t f e e l v e r y c o n c e r n e d a b o u t . 
O n t h e o t h e r h a n d , a l s o I n t h e 
d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s , d e v e l o p m e n t i s 
s o m e t h i n g t h a t w e n e e d a g r e a t 
d e a l m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t . W h y 
c a n n o t w e i n t e g r a t e t h e s e t w o 
g r e a t e f f o r t s o f t h e U N t h i s y e a r 
a n d n e x t y e a r ? I t is clear! h o w 
c lose ly b o t h a r e c o n n e c t e d . 

N O E L - B A K E R : L e t m e r e t u r n 
t o t h e q u e s t i o n — h o w d o w e 
p r e v e n t t h e p r o l i f e r a t i o n o f n u c l e a r 
w e a p o n s w i t h o u t d e p r i v i n g t h e 
w o r l d o f p e a c e f u l n u c l e a r p o w e r . . 

M y p r i v a t e b e l i e f i s t h a t 
n u c l e a r e n e r g y Is o n e o f h i s t o r y ' s 
g r e a t m i s t a k e s . H a d i t b e e n d i s r 
c o v e r e d i n t h e y e a r 2 1 5 0 r a t h e r 
t h a n i n t h e y e a r 1930 w e m i g h t 

b y t h e n h a v e g o t r i d o f 
w a r a n d a r m a m e n t s a n d 
t h e n t h e a t o m c o u l d n o t 
h a v e d o n e us v e r y m u c h 
h a r m . I r e m a i n deep- j 
l y c o n v i n c e d t h a t f o r 
t h e p r e s e n t — f o s s i l 
f u e l , w i n d , c o a l ; o i l . 
r i v e r s , w a t e r f a l l s a n d 
t i d e s c a n p r o v i d e f o r 
a l l t h e e n e r g y n e e d s o f 
t h e w o r l d . T h e e n e r g y 
o f t h e f u t u r e i s t h e s u n 
— u n p o l l u t l n g a n d i n ­
e x h a u s t i b l e . I t h e r e ­
f o r e h o p e v e r y m u c h 
t h a t t h e d e v e l o p i n g 
c o u n t r i e s w i l l c o n c e n ­
t r a t e o n w i n d , s u n a n d 
w a t e r p o w e r a n d p u t 
t h e i r e m i n e n t s c i e n t i s t s 
o n t o a c r a s h p r o ­
g r a m m e f o r s o l a r 
e n e r g y . 

a t r e m e n d o u s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o 
b r i n g a b o u t d e v e l o p m e n t i n t h e 
T h i r d W o r l d . 

I t is o n e t h i n g t o sugges t t h a t 
I f w e h a v e d i s a r m a m e n t a l l t h e s e 
g r e a t t h i n g s w o u l d m a t e r i a l i s e . 
B u t u n l e s s d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s a r e 
m a d e a w a r e o f t h e a d v a n t a g e s t o 
t h e m s e l v e s i n d o i n g i t , I d o n o t 
t h i n k t h i s w i l l h a p p e n . 

T h e t w o m a j o r e f f o r t s o f t h e 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s i n 1978 a n d 1979 
a r e t h e S S D a n d U N C S T D ( S p e c i a l . 
S e s s i o n o n D i s a r m a m e n t a n d t h e 
U K C o n f e r e n c e o n S c i e n c e a n d 

D E A L W I S : I t h i n k M r . B u r h o p 
m a d e a v e r y v a l i d p o i n t w h e n h e 
a s k e d h o w w e e n s u r e t h a t p e o p l e 
w h o a g r e e d w i t h d i s a r m a m e n t 
w o u l d a g r e e t o d i v e r t t h e s e 
r e s o u r c e s I n t o d e v e l o p m e n t . 

I t h i n k y o u c o u l d p u t t h e 
q u e s t i o n t h e o t h e r w a y a r o u n d . 
H o w m a n y w o u l d a g r e e t o d i s a r m 
p u r e l y f o r t h e s a k e o f d e v e l o p m e n t 
i n t h e T h i r d W o r l d ? W e a r e t o d a y 
l i v i n g i n a w o r l d o f i n t e r d e p e n ­
d e n c e a n d t h e cr is is i n t h e d e v e ­
l o p e d c o u n t r i e s is o n e o f s t a g f l a ­
t i o n . T h e a n s w e r p e r h a p s l i e s i n 
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creating markets in the developing 
countries through economic growth 
which could stimulate economic 
activity in the developed countries. 
This would give the international 
economy a fresh burst of life. 

EVANS: Would it be practical, 
fceeing that in 1980 the United 
Nations is going to declare the 
Third Development Decade, simul­
taneously to declare an inter­
national disarmament strategy 
specifically linking the two strate­
gies together so that you are in 
fact reallocating resources from 
the arms race to development — 
say five per cent per annum 
under some kind of supervised 
budgeting control? 

DE ALWIS: Let me return 
to the point I made earlier, that 
creating sophisticated weapons 
creates a market for them. How 
ean we put an end to this? Some 
multi-national corporations are 
engaged in the arms industry and 
we seem to be able to make very 
little headway in stopping the 
sale of weapons which are detri­
mental to the economic develop­
ment of the Third World. 

I believe that for these multi­
nationals, the arms business is a 
safe and ready source of profits. If 
one could find the altenative or 
explore adjustment possibilities, 
these multlnations may be persu­
aded to consider them. 

MIKTON: Why do these multi-
nations go into the arms busi­
ness? The reason is because the 
profit they make in the initial 
production runs (which covers the 
costs of research and development) 
was guaranteed them by their own 
government. So the first 100 units 
of production covers research and 
development and stays in the 
country because it was ordered by 
the government. 

This means that the "profit 
" motive" is , more or less in the 

hands of the government. In other 
words, the government assures the 
company of its profit — so by 
working in the government you can 
probably presuade the company 
not to go into arms. But unless you 
do this on the long-term basis 
these companies cannot plan the 
restructuring of their labour force 
and diversification into other fields, 
to employ their large labour forces. 
Prom observing the experience 
ot large US corporations, I know 
many have this long-term corpo­
rate objective to reduce reliance on 
arms sales. First, it is not very 

stable. Second, It does not have 
any direct spin-off benefits for 
other production lines. Third, it is 
very capital-intensive in terms of 
the time and grey matter needed, 
and they cannot switch this person­
nel easily to other commercial pro­
jects. 

We hear of companies like 
Boeing and Lokheed whose mili­
tary sales are declining as a 
percentage of their overall sales. 

I think you have to attack 
these problems from within the 
companies and the labour force. 
I do not think we are going to 
convince governments how to 
behave — but I think we might 
be more successful working through 
the management and labour force. 

DE ALWIS: You speak ot 
labour unions. I will give you 
another example. When the deve­
loping countries ask for a new 
international economic order the 
Qrst question the labour unions ask 
is: "What will it do for our people 
on jobs? Does it mean that the 
industries will close down and our 
people lose their jobs?' The whole 
attitude of the worker Is very 
simple: "I work for a living". He 
is not interested in what he pro­
ducers. He wants a living. If you 
offer him the same terms and 
conditions in any other field, he 
will accept it. 

EVANS: But some workers say 
they do In fact care about what 
they produce — like the Lucas 
Aerospace workers in England. 
They are trying to persuade, 
through the trade union movement, 
to work out alternatives for civi­
lian use instead of the armaments 
they produce. The workers them­
selves are satisfied it is feasible. 

MACBBIDE: Let me f i n i s h by 
answering the question put to me 
earlier — what can the general 
public, represented by Non Gov­
ernmental Organisations (NGOs) 
do in promoting the special alms 
of the Special Session of the Gene­
ral Assembly? 

First, we have to create a 
public opinion which will Insist 
on results from governments. 
Second, we must be positioned to 
formulate proposals that have a 
chance of being taken seriously by 
the Special Session. 

The greatest problem with dis­
armament is that government arms 
policies are determined by the 
military establishment. Invariably, 
questions on disarmament are 
referred to the defence department, 

which prepares the papers that the 
diplomats will need. This is why 
the NGOs are so important — 
they offer the only input that does 
not first go through the dark 
glasses of the military establish­
ment, whose profession is to 

. build armies and to obtain the 
biggest and most dangerous wea­
pons in the world. That is what 
they are being paid for. 

Now, in respect to public 
opinion, there has been a tremen­
dous revolution in science leading to 
high standards of education and a 
tremendous progress in the mass 
media. It is now possible to Inform 
the public as never before through 
the press, the radio, television and 
the cinema. 

In addition, public opinion is 
now in a position to make Itself 
heard. The centre of gravity is 
moving from the secret diplomacy 
of council chambers to the public. 
The first startling example we had 
of this was the Vietnam war — 
which was the first time in history 
that a war was stopped in mid­
stream by public opinion. Until 
then It was "my coutry, right or 
wrong" and if you did not back it, 
then you were put in jail. 

Would it have been possible, 
ten years ago for dissidents to 
hold press conferences For 
amnesty to set up a group of 
members in the Soviet Union, 
operating publicly? This is the 
result of public opinion. I think 
that we are beginning to create a 
public opinion ' which will reject 
armaments. 
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