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THE COCONUT
INDUSTRY
DURING 1965

W. R. N. Nathanae!

General

The total area under coconut today continues to be in the region of
1-1 million acies. There has in fact been relatively no expansion in this
for the past 35 years, and the preliminary results of the Agricultural Census
of 1982 confirms this. ’

An all-time record in coconut production estimated at 3,148 million
nuts was tegisterod in 1964, The estimated production for 1985 however
is 2,35 milion nuts, representing & decrease of 9-9%, from 1964, and an
imerease of 1-29 over the average production (of 2,801 million nuts) for
the pust 5 yeam.

The decrease in production during 1965 is also reflected in the volume
of exports for the vear. These vepresent decreases of 21-4%, and 5-0%,
from 14964 and the average for the past 5 years, respectively. A shortfall in
erops (associated partly with the poor rainfall distribution in some coconut
growing areas during 1964) may be adduced as the principal factor for the
decreass in overall production. The progressive inereass in internal consnmp-
tion {eonseruent on populstion increase) on the sther hand, would be one
of the factors affeciing the exportable surplus.

An intetesting foature in thatl increased demand coupled with the low
crops has tended towards better prices for coconuts and cocenut products.
In fact, coconuts were rotailed at 30 osats each in some parts of the country
and the export values (Rs. 21781 per 1000 nats) have registered an incroase
of 28-37; over 1964 and 32.7%, over the corresponding average value for
the preceding five years. The record set in 1951 (of Rs. 258/29 por 1000
nuts—which is 13-7%, higher) has however not been outstripped,

Government Subsidised Manure Scheme

The supply of fortilizers under the Government Subsidy Scheme on per-
wmits ismied by the Commissioner of Coconut Rehabilitation continued during
1865. Under this S8cheme, Government as in previous yoars, paid part of
the cost of fertilizers used on coconut lands as an putright grant (and not
& repayable loan). In the case of ESTATES (ie. coconut lands over 20
acred in extent) the subsidy was one-third of the cost of fertilizers used and
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for SMALL HOLDINGS (f.e., coconut lands 20 scres or less in extent) the
subsidy wad one-half of the cost of fertilizers used. Subsidies sanctipned
on permite iasued under the Schenie wore principally for purchases from
the Ceylon Fertilizer Corporation, which came into being during the vear.

With a view to increasing the bouclits to coconut growers, proposals
were drafied by the Commissioner of Coconut Rehabilitation for an Ex.
panded Subsidy Scheme. A Memorandum on the suhject was circulated
tar the views of all organizations connected with the covonat industry.

Desiccated Coconut

Coylon has achieved complete suceess in the clinination of Salmoncila
infection as regards desiceaterl coconut.

The laboratories set up by the Cevlon Coconut Board for stepping up
the scope of chemical and bactetiological control on Desicented Coconut
Manufacture in Coylon, vontinued to function effoctively during 1065,

Fermentation Industry

As in 1864, a shortage of twddy supplies to the distilleries continued
during the year. Among ather factors, the pavcity of Indinn tuppors (who
aro very skilled in the work) has bsen adduced by Excise scurces as a possi.
ble cause for the low supplies.

In this connection, the Labour Dopurtiwent has finalisend arrangemenis
for starting & training course for tappers at Panadura, early in 1966, A
proposal haa alse been made to intensify the scheme, whereby a number
of training centres could be run by the Department of Rural Development,

Monthly Prices of Coccmut Products (1965)

Copra;  Cotonut
Month Candy {Hlfon D7,
. Re. ls. ,‘.’f:“;.._ff",': Rs. cls, Rs. cta.

Poonac

January .. 190013 121300 4262 193-00
Febhruary L. 21847 1402000 - 4467 19500
March = .. .. 230-37 148261 Sl 105-00
April .. - L. 29056 F461-40 a6-3%8 18500
v .. .. 2194 139976 56.50  195-00
June .. .. 211.59 138161 5540 19500
July .. .. 10R.29  1259.85 5360 195-00
August .. .. 18591 111681 523t 204-77
Beptember .. 180-90  1086-47 52-05 222.1d
October .., . 10195 ¢ 1170-00 53-06  225-00
November .. 100.95 1139-52 48.90  225.00
PDecember .. 20343 1175-00 49-30 22478
~Average  204-25  1273-27 5300 $06-58
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I1. By Yalue

Rainfall (S&hons in Coconut Ci‘owlng Areas) {a) Amount
. N . Rs,
T Average . 1. 19646 .. ‘e . 278,202,217
Station . 1984 1965 (1953-G4) i 2. 1064 . .. .. 275,706,451
: - = 3. Averago for last 5 years . o 218,485,000
Tanuwila oo 1747 67-97 81-:3 ~ * : %::-gwnu? xgr{}} ((3-!1%!} . 323,82("7,330
Ma:d&mpc e % ‘(H; : ;:;;g 345‘31 i fi. Tncrense over lnat i years average .. .. 27 3"
Chilaw .. - o ‘ iy 7. Decrease from previona record . .. 13- 8“
Puttalam 3706 47-54 48-32 e
Kurunegala o T80T 81-61 8G-15 g (b} Distribution
: N !"'am;mt Copra D.C.  Fresh nuls
COCONUT PRODUCTION IN 1965 8 of
, 4 1065 . . L OBL9% 1T-4% .Gy |19
1. Production ) 1964 .. e ART0% 20009 2349 G-,
Nul Equivalent t’: III. Average Value of Exports (per 1000 nuts)
1
1. Production in 1965 2835 million nuts : ;t{- Ita/ 1M prta
2. Productionin 1984 ., 348 a 4ot 1. 1665 . 2781
3. Average production for last. 5 years 2801 » G 2. 1004 . . .. 189-¢2
4. Previous produation record (1964} 3148 » Lo 3. Avernge last 5 3earu .- .. o 16400
5. Decrease from 1904 .. .. D-997, - 4. Provious record (1051 . . .. 258.90
6. Incroase over average last | yeara 1-2‘}{3 : ! ' g iﬁm z‘v':: é“f:; - ave ﬁ gz;
7. Decroase from previous record 9% i 7. Dooreaso from previous rergglfd 15757
S : 2
2. Exports ) EXPORTS OF COCONUT PRODUCGTS 1965
1. By Volume o ?' i * : "
ot i . Nul
(@) Amount ¥ Iiem %";w'fy Value (Ra.) ! Eq.,:;mm
Nut Eguivalent [l P A
;I ' Fresh nuts .| 8,642,700 {No) 2,955,340 8,642,700
1. Exportsin 1065 .. 1,278,472,000 million nuts o : 121,976 : ;
2. Exports in 1964 1,625,800,000 ” . DC. .. - 1,040,744 | 82,316523 | 360,006,680
Iast 5 1.345.454.000 - Copra | 818,92 i 48,525,788 | 204,730,000
3. Average last years Peadadh " i C. oil 1 1,737,952 144,404,566 | 706,043,000
4. Previous export moord (1964} 1,625,806,000 " & :
5. Decrease from 1064 21-4% i Total 3,719,592 278,202,217 1,278,472,380
8. Decrease from Inst & years average 5-0%, - !
7. Decrease from previous record 21-49, E o Cooonut Poonao ..{ 156,980 3,147,024 | —
i Mattress Fibre .| 1,301,821 L asa020% |
(b} Distribution _ ) Bristle Fibre . i HE676 23,240,387 : —
Coomut  Copra  D.C.  Fresh nuta " Total Fibre ... — 19732416 | —
! : i |
1065 .. 55207 16-09;, 28-1, 0.79, : §‘ Grand Total | — i J31,082.257 —_
1964 .. B8-T7Y, 1799, 22.990 0-6% -
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