Settlement

One of the major objectives of the Mahawe
is the development of agriculture in the D;’
through a process of land sotile B

faring. I persuance of this ¢ 5 e
drawn up Lo seitle 24.512 famil 1‘ S in area
the basin of the Kala Oya. Of this, 6607 fa
have alveady been sctilod and 1018 expecicd tha
remainder will be setiled withio ihe rext few years.

Area Hwhichisapproximately 70.000 acres in exient
has bean divided into six main sections based on
topography and drainage. Each of these sectiors in
turn has been sub-divided into biecks based once
again on micro-levelvariationsin topography and drainage.
Within each block, an allottec has been given 2-172
acres of frrigable Jand and 1/2 acre of unirvigablec
fand 1o serve as his honestead.

The blocks arc of different sizes and i3 conscguionce
the number of holdings vary accordingly.  This can
be seen from Table | which gives the total number

of irrigable Twidings and homesteads in the blod\s

3 i

that have alveady becn seitled within arcas tH and FZ.

TABLE

Distribution of Trrigalbile Holdings and Homesteads in
areas H and H2.

Mool Trrigable No.of

Areq Hlocks holdings homesieads

1 301 271 577
302 08 36 1
303 247 535
304 602 829
308 258 367

H2 305 567 601
306 461 475
307 355 356
309 413 467
310 248 362
311 317 470
313 447 683
314 489 482

Source: Settiemient Planning Division, Mahaw el Develop-
ment Board.

noall of the pre evious land settlement s¢
/ms have been physically se
bic holdings because of mmlo Jevel
fons in topography und the wevelopmeni of tryige
s based ou graviny flow.  Since the prevailling
ohic coadifions and the irrigation system in area H
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e similar to those of other arveas, the physical
separation has been unavoidable. All the same, the
aweli authorities have atiempted to minimize the
“Od“ f“f“ ts of such s#-;ara#ion by ﬁ‘nﬂ‘ﬂi‘ing
¢ holding is located less than 2-1/2
corrssponding homestead.

mi !r‘% from

SRt

fan 188 teen ;)”mﬂ 2d for
arca H ¢ vihe other land setilement
schemes. 0, i almest all of the lapd settlement

schemes, the unirrigable holdings or “homesicads

hg\/c heon disimbuted n alincar fashion. The linear
/n of seitlement gave rise (o a multiplicity of problems,
ihe cbief (mmm:sw ‘which arc 1) the long distances
separating the homesteads from the irrigable holdings,
(2) the difficulties mvol\cd in the provision and
uiilization of public factiities, (‘? the problems in
«)\101111” betier ¢ auon&lnps and solidarity amongsi

(

!

¥ ;nun;) M)pm wion and (4) the lack of self-identification
e setiler.! Because of these problems the

ar 1y e 'sf settiement has bheen (Lb(m ioned i favour

> cluster ty pn cach cluster corresponding to an

jon block.

irrigat

Within each block the homesicads have been
srouped info several hamlets.  The number of hamlets
o block and the number of homesteads per hamlet
vary from one block to another depending on the size

» the Hlock and thc local covironmental conditions.

M Im; can be seen from Table Y which gives the number
ol hamlets and the number of holdings per hamlet in
coriain selected blocks within the H1 area.

TABLE I1

Disiribntion of Hamlets and Homesicads in Blocks 301,

302 and 308.

Nuniber of homesieads

Block Ham/e per /mm/c
301 1 117
2 120
3 176
4 164
3002 i 96
2 140
3 156
4 128
5 223
G 138
208 ] 127
2 113
3 128
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Source: Settlement Planming Division, Mahaweli Develop-
ment Board.

A hamlet with approximately 100 to 150 familics
was considered to be an ideal size because it was
expected to “correspond generally to the peasants
conception of a managesble and comfortable socjal
unit”. ! Furthermore, it was pointed out that “for villagers
and for old colonists such a dimension 1s the ideal to
permit the smooth play of sclidarity ties for any purpose.
Ut facilitates the managing of a new village by its own
teaders, their control of social order and the correct
operation of cultivation schedules without depending
on the external authorities’.!

Onc of the major problems in many of the
previous land settlement schemes was the high degree
of cultural and social heterogenity even within individual
scltlements.  This problem arose partly because of the
Hoeariype of settlement that was establishcd and partly
because of the inadequate attention given (o social and
cultural factors when grouping people together.
These in turn promoted individuality and prevented the
settler identifying himself with a social group. The
Mahawell authorities have attempted to minimize thesc
problems and at the same time promote cohesivencss
and solidarity amongst scttlers by grouping together
as far as possible in hamlets, people having a similar
geo-cultural background, a similar social status and
wherever practicable, similar caste affiliations,

The selection of allotiees and settiing them. on family
farms 1S only one aspect of land settlement.
An cqually important aspect is the provision of infrastruc-
ture scrvices needed by the settlers not only for the
persuance ol therr agricultural and other ¢cconomic
activitics but also [or their day-to-dayliving. I[nithe
previous settlement schemes their services were not
adequately provided and the Little that was provided were
often at the wrong locations.  Clearly, all of the services
necded by thesettierscannat be provided atevery service
centre because of the huge expenditure involved and the
nroblem of an adeguate threshold. Conszquently,
the plans for area H envisages the provisiors of these
scrvices on a hicrarchical basis at 3 different Jevels. j.e.
hamlet centre, village centre and township. The distri-
bution of these different centres within arca H
can be seen from Table 111

TABLE 111
Dudvibution of Hamlet Centres, Village Centres apnd Town-
ships in Area H

Hanler Village
Area  Blocks Cenires Cenires Tovwnships
H 5 23 2 {
Hy 9 43 2 {
oy 10 79 12 2
Hs I 67 10 2
} I 7 4 26 2, 2
ity 5 21 3 }
Total 14 259 31 9

Source: Seitlement Planning Division, Mahawelt Develop-
ment Board.
The services that will be provided at these centres

n divided into 7 categories 1.e. administration,
stal, agricultural, educational, cultural,

COMNBLE

{2

health and others such as cemeteries und public toilets.
The range of services to be provided at each ceulre varies
with the level of settlement.  The hamlet centre will
serve 100 to 125 families which would amount to

200 to 600 persons. Being the lowest order service centre,
the hamlet centre is not expected to perform any adminis-
trative functions. The next order centre is the

village centre designed to cater to the needs of 4 to 6
hamlets that would include 500 to 700 families.

The total population to be served would vary between
2500 and 3500 families. The village centre because

of its Jarger size and location will have more functions
and provide a wider range of scrvices than the hamlet
centre. Next to the village centre 18 the township
centre which is expected to serve 5 to 6 clusters,

These clusters will have 3000 to 3600 families and a total
population varying between 15,000 and 20.0C0
persons. Being a higher order centre, the township is
designed to provide a much wider range of services than
the other two types of centres. The range of
services that will be provided al each level can be

seen from Table 1V,

1t is noteworthy that plans have also been drawn
up to provide a suitable industrial basc for the village
centres and townships. At the village level, the industries
include a textile weaving centye, codtage industries and
and smallscale paddy and fibre-processing mills.  The
larger industries are to be located at the township fevel,
These include a textile mill, rice processing mills and
other mills for agro-based industries such as grovndnut
oil and straw ware.

Plans that have been drawn up, to be of practical
significance should be implemented quickly and efficiently.
This is particularly true of Service facilities. o the
past, there has been a wide time gap between the settling
of pcopleand the provision ofeventhe basic service facilitics.
Furthermore, even after some of the facilities  have
been supplied, it has taken a long time for them to
be developed to a satisfactory standard.

This has not only forced the setilers (o face alot of
unexpected difficuliics but has also prevented them
from sending their roots into the arca.  An equally
serious problem has becn the unplaaned growth that
has inevitably resulted from the delay in the
implementation of plans. Some of the unplanned
growth has no doubt been salutary,  But much of it has
been unsatisfactory partly because it has retarded the
development of the planned service centres and also
because it has led to the emerger.ce of patterns of land
use often contrary to what has been planned.

All of these problems will have to be avojded in arca H
if the new settlements are going to emerge as healthy
viable communities,

itis clear that a great deal of thought has gone
into settlement planning in area H and the net result has
been a healthy and welcome departure from the type
of settlement planning that bas gone on in the past.
Several new conceptshave been incorporated inthe planning
process and of these the cluster type of settlement
and the hierarchical approach to the provision of
services appear to be particularly significant.
All of the concepts bave no doubt been introduced with
certain specific objectives but the extent to which
they will be realized depends on the manner in which
the plans are implemented.
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