- . . . M

Y3¢. 26 (544, :L/\ 3'7 96’

— i -283

' e : \\ ‘

"/

p \
.I' ' .
. Ceid . “ "’
. \.. '-"/ N )
' N N
' TR N\ o //
- | ' N

Paper delivered at the Seminar on Archaseolo

f?h roanised by the Natural Resources, Energy and

o _ Science Authority of Sri Lanka (N Naresa) [9( (- -

q—————

ARCHAEOLOGY IN SRI LANKA - THE PRESENT

by

—— .

¥
4 z-ﬁi ,

i; o Roland Silva
ﬁ ) .

:J‘

;

3
1.
. »
H
, B
i
k3
Lo
~
g
[

¢S o088 o N MR AL




(24

et et ———— L cxam mon i T Ry =

Raper delivered st the Seminar on Archasology

organ_sed by the Natural Rasnurces. Energy_and
Sgience Authority of Sri Lankqulyaresa)

ARCHAEQLOGY IN SRI LANKA - THE PRESENT

by
Roland Silva. ReReT Befey FoILA, (S2d Lanka),
M.Sc (frchitecture) Acadoiric
Postgraduate Dip in Indian
Arckasology (London), Postgraduate
' 0ip. Studio dei Monumenti (Rome),
: . Chartered Architect.

Mzr.Chajrman, Diaﬁiﬂéuiahod } {{
Farticipants. .anies & Gentlemen, o

I an highly hopoured to he able to uddrass you on the subject of
lrchaaoiqu in Syl Lanka as it exists todnv, ' My colieagues Or.Raja de
53lve, farmer Commissinrer of Archaeolog/ has niready spoken tO you
#hout the past and Praf,P.L.Prematilleke, Professor of Archqealoeyo
University of Reradaniys will, indeed, speak to you about the future,
Although the title rafors to archaeology specific to Sri Lanka, ] feel
it is érudant'tq plaeca this asvdience in the right perspective in :eiation
to thafintatnatipnli scene g9 iﬁe scope of archasology has changed much
between the pagg anc &he pxasopt and, no doubt; in the ;uture far the

=ience of asrchagolagy is as internationsl ss any other professinn,

[Btoge ol PrchaeolBgy - Tntsrnational_Scens|

‘Archaeulogy like ail other acisnces and professlenb Have various lovels

of!intetiction gnd ptactice.? At the ‘two ends of thisg quctrum lay the
privata investigatcr and at the other end ratharvthe international
Charters cavering these d18ciplines. Betusen these tuo extremos lay the whole
host of disciplines, canventions, legislation and internationally

acceptad Chartets which are on the one hand adhered to and on the other
carefully uisragarded. We as prnfeasionals accept the fact that all

aspects cf a profassion é;%géi'ba J;itten into codes of conduct to every
stage of ‘profesidnel actian nor would it be accepted that the scope of

an archaeologist can be bound tcgethi:'as a fixed package of subjects

beyond which one rnmains silent without comment. Archaseology ss medicine
extends f-om a toothache to the intricacies of moral in tempering uwith

future progeny or as enginsering from tightening s bolt to getting s

man on the moon. Ih tliis ragard the trend of archasclogy alsc extends

from the simple guidance of s school party to an srchasological museum

to identifying a particle of ssh or bone which might belong to a royal

personsge or an impertant religious leader. In a material sense, the
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subjects of archasology cover broadly the follouing:-
(a) The documentation of movable and immoveble cultural
- property. - ' e '
(b) The excavation and the systematic investigation of

buried remains.

(¢) The cleaning and conservation of both movable and

immovable cultural property,

. . : : .
.{d) The scientific recording and the publication of

research covering cultural property. ’ o e -
(e) The display of movable and immovable cultural property.

(f) Legislation, para-legislation and rules of conduct . ;A
formulated foi the security, preservation and maintenance ]
of movable a&d immovable culturael property which include . f
the administrative and financisl cover to implement such

legisldtion apd accepted conventions. °

' These broad headings, to our minds, cover all aspects of srchaeology

. .

throughout the world whether they belong to a period of'pre-hisgoty.
proto-history and the different phases of history be it the ancient
medieval or the recent past. In this regard, one is not surprised that
there are still many countries in the world that do not have adequate
provisions either in the form of enacted laws, sdministrative provisions
or financial allocations to cover the science of archasology. On the

other hand the sophistications of such provisions crowd the legsl

. qdministratlve and financial divisions of some,speclally those uwhere

the econoﬁy of that Stete relies largely on the cultural property for

" their budgetary balancing. Such countries are not necessarily all in -

Europe. Thailand in 1975 relied up to 50% of its income on tourism .
much of which was from such cultural property. All action towards
archaesological prectice is summed up in local bonvantlona. natianal -
legislation and internaticnal statutes. These efforts can be summarised

at the highest level by introducing the ;udionce to the International ' L
Charters covering such pressrvation: . . .
(aY Recommendation on internstional principles spplicable .

to archaeological excavations, adopted by the General



(b)

(e)

(d)

(e)

Conference at its 9th session, New Delhi, Sth December 1956,
These recommendations were further studied in a specisl
conference held in Cyprus which hes helped to upgrade the
nature of archaeclogical research and where conservation
also acquiraJ a better defined identity both at a level

of theery and.practice (1). '

The UNESCO recommendation concerning the Internatlbnll
Charter for the Conservation and Restoration of Monuments
and Sites at the Second International Congress of Architects
and Technicians of Historic Monuments which records the
decisions and the resolutions of a meeting held in Venice

in 1964, Thess proposals uwere revieswed at the First Internationsl

Congress on Architectural.Conservation, University of Basls,

‘Switzerland, March 1983 where recommendations were offarsd

to review and where necessary recast the Venic Charter

of 1964.(2).

UNESCO inter-governmantal conference of Ministers of
Cultyre of Asia, Jogjakarta, 1873,  The resolution provided
that QNESCO takes the initiative to get the town planners
of Asi'a together to work put a code of cultural ethics to
preserve in a significant manner the encient city centres of this
region. This resolution was only marginally provided for
in a conference got together by UNESCO to study the ancient
city centres of Asia during 1878 (3),

The 19th General Assembly Session of UNESCO held in

Nairobi in 1976 recommended the safebuardlng of historic
areas of cities and the formulation of rules covering the
contemporary role. But this resolution hes had no direct

response nor follow-up.

The regional trend towards f&rmulating rules covering the
protection of Archaeology and Fine Arts waes evolved

8s a3 consequence to the &s * meeting of Ministers of
Education of ASEAN countries in their deliberations of 1974

)
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(h)

_\uhg;ejnecessa:y'the legislation and para-legislation i -
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which resulted in s sub-group called ARCAFA (Applied
Research Cente for Archaeology and Fine Arts) being

" formed constituting these countries. This group ' ‘

met in common session in 1980 to review and to revise

concerning the excavation end conservation of monuments : _
and sites as a Regional Charter covering ASEAN countries(4),’ .o
The Asian Reglonal Conference of the Commonuealth

Association of Architects met in Colombo in 1975 on the -
Theme of the Conservation of Historic and Ancient Buildings. '
Important and pious resolutions covering the preservation of
ancient hulldings and specially modern constructions of the

recent past were looked into in depth at this confereqce.

" but these resolutions have not,unfurtunately,had the impact

and influence necessary)elther in Sri Lanka or in the.

J
region.

B T

The First Asian Reglonal Conference on Historic Places . B -
was héid in Sydney in 1883 and the outcome of these
resolutions covered s vast range of proposals including
movable and immovable property of yester-year such as
machinary, locomotives etc. These trends of thought

and proposals have yet to be digested and ruled upon, :

The International Committee of Monuments and Sites held

its 7th General Assambly in 18984 in Rostock and Dresden

which had a series of tesolutions which suggested not only

the preservation of town centres, but also simple village

centrés speclally of South and South-East Adig. It also

looked seriously at the concepts of cultural tour;sm. ' %
The Rostock/Dresden declaration at the 8th Genersl Assembly
of ICOMOS in May 1884 is of special significance and ’
coveres the unanimous view of this assembly on ths tredds

of preservation covering (a) cultural heritage and




and modern life, and (c) enhancement of monuments

and sites.

O W V-

(1) The Second Asian Regional Conference on Historic
Places held in Colombo in March 1885 cover
_gopservation aspects ranging from town and village
environments to gordesn, menuments and the interiors
of edificas, It nlso prn}aclad the future concapts of
conservation including trends towards legislation, Fr
finance, administration, training and technological

research.

This continuing growth end development of ideas will, no doubt, ensune}
at an international lave17the correct perspective towards the growth nf

archaeological interest covering both movable and immovable property.

Irends_in_Archeeoloqy In SrL Lanka taday)

Sri Lanka is groud to record that it houses the largest cultural heritege l'
projzet ever Bandlep by UNESCO so far. Here we refer to the work of the
Culiural Triangle which nnérates at an initial cost estimate of around
U.S5. $.50,000 or Rs.1,118 million., We will ho utilizing the work of

the Cultural Triangle as an example of.ngnd of archasology in Sri Lanke
today in most of the case studies.discugsed in this paper. This does

fot imply thet there is no work outside tha work of the Cultursl Triangle,
but for coﬁbenience wa will bo concentrating an the Culturel Triangle
uvhich indicates the line of thinking meant for the Cultural frlangle and
the archacological work in all other Departments where such research

1s being conducted presen4ly. Tha scope of the work of the Cultural

- Triangle covers excavation, conservation and the layout of encient

monuments and the display of ths movable cultural property discovered
at the verious sites. It has considored and implemented the basic

requirements provi&&d by the International Charters. For axample,sufficient

. area of every site has-been reserved for future investigations. The

conservation conventions follou closely the Venic@Charter. The objects
dlscoyered at the sites will not be sent out of the site, but housed in

museums with the proper security and scientific protection. The
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documantation of excavated objects are being regularly.published at
six months 1ntét&§13 and the researcﬁiéovetlng these finds are
exposed to the entire academic community of the world interested in
South Asian material., The provisions of modern usage at a religious,
scientific and cultural level is being provided to maximum advantage.
To view this at a more digested lasvel, the following points|a:e

recordeds -

4

(a) Excavation

(i) Documentation of the site prior to excavations is being
done in terms of contour surveys, tree surveys and building

surveys whathar.thpy are modern or ancient.

AN -

(11) Aerlal photography st the lowsst flight levels of 3,000
to 5,000 fest above'ground level is being carried out, B

(1i1) Resistivity surveys covering selected areas of ihe site

is being carried out.

(iv) Excavation grids of 3D metres covers the whole area of .
the sitewith datum levels established on the grid
inter-section points. These 30 metre qrids are further
sub-divided into 81 squares and the excavation work
identified according to thes; pits,

(v) The excavation wark is under the supervision of @
Graduate Excavatpr who is treined by the Archasological
Directors. A m;;imum of 10 pits are supervised by a Graduate
who keeps the scientific recordings in the relevant books
provi&ad for this purpose. These standard books are
subsequently duplicated and stored as archivel material’ .

after sach six-monthly excavation report is published.

(vi) Photographic and drawing records sre kept by the
photographers and the draughtsmen set apsrt for this .
project. The photograephers have also kept three dimensionas)

photogrammetry records so that these sites can be re-plottad,

Aar e o s
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These neqgatives are carefully storsd so that the layers

rans Epen that have been destroyed through excavations c;n

be reviswed even in 8 100 yesrs if the negatives are

properly stored., The guadropod design for this purpose

oend the system evolved for such recording is a patont

of the CUIturai Triangle.’ Tﬁe processing of aréhaaologlcal
material discovérad and“tﬁey being.tegorded in the six monthly
report is only the first part of the publication uwhere the
discovered abjocts are recorded without :'bias in their

proper stretified levnls,
' N ]

(vii) The dating matorisl for Carian 14 or Thermoluminescence

or any other method is carefully stores and researched upon.

(viii) The “ccumentation of excavated material is covered in three
index cacrds apart from the excavation record books, Theso
include (8) special finds card (b) pottery cerd and (c) thn

stratification card. The data ruca;qud in thore cards oro

50 brovlded that the information coulird be fed into a
computer and retrieved in time of writing tho roport. Thase
dats cards are standardised sp that the computer

wauld retrieve ang compare material from other sites as woll.

(b) Conservatiaon

The rnonservatlion work is covered under 5 sections - stone work,

brick work, timbor work, intcrliors, snd movable cultural p:nporty.

Work covaring the consarvation of stone work 1nciudes both
the rough heuwn stones as mwell as the delicately carvad units.
The conservatlon of the former is on the bosis of dismantling
and re-assembling according to the original plans and details
of the old edifice. However, the composition of morter

and . any packing)uses modern materisls. The delicately
carved stone work will, however, be suitably clesned of its
organic accretions and refixed at the original sitss

with the necassary protection against speedy deteriorstion
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g.ﬁ - : of the Qtone object. UWhere delicate objects ate@_ S
G o found which cannot stand up to the out-door life this
: Ef would be moved into the site museums. i
ol
Bl oo (11) Brick work | : Lo

Every effort will be made to retain the updisturﬁed
brickwork intact spécially if they are decorated or

moﬁided or has plaster upon it. Slightly distorted wali
remains will not be tempered with as they lend té the
character of antquity and therefore enhanées the:display.
. Brickwork where portion; have disappeared due to' ] Y
wéafherihg or collapse are replaced with new bricks of

exactly the original dimensions,but ensuring thai,alll

g p
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. bricks are stamped with the year of conservation.

The mortars for such brickwork should be very fi;m,: 8o ag to

[

utiqulata as close as is possible to the adhesivés used in

ancient times., This 1ls vital in order to malnta;n the o
..homogeneity of the old and the new fabric and to'preventij

any deterlorat{on of the old in preferance to thq strqnget .

modern additions. ' .

(Lii) Timber work

The replacement of timber work is most damandfng:spapially
those besms and other 'such units that carry a structursl
load, Every effort is being made to retain the old timbers
specially if they are carved or occasionally even painted.
If replacement of timber 1s'nacessary.-the year of conservation
lis‘markhd on the 'nev pieces. However, svery detdil 6f the bld

. timber carved into the new work including the joinery techniques.
Tiles resting on such roofs are also carefully studied and

the new tiles made to such specifications.

i
(iv) Conservation of interiors

The conservation of interiors include the repeir of broken
sculpture snd wall paintings including fixed furniture, Some

sculpture is of stone while the bulk of such objects consist

-

-~ o

et Lot
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Af gtucco where the interlor is varled. Some of the
intrriors may be of brick and mortar while others are of
timber. Houwever, the gxteriors which are aress subject to
much of the .decay have 8 clay interfor und lime plaster
extarior with pigments covering tha surfsce. Repairs to
such sculpture depends on the state of sach item. If

the sintues have not been plastered at all, the inner

core is conservod as a masa of bricks forming # general
shape indicative of the origlnal sculpture. If the

sculpture has substantipl pla;ter then the balance portions

are repaired so that the new and the old can casily be
distinguishad. Aut the new plaster would have a similoar
consistency to the old where the plaster is painted. Every
effort would be made to provide a pigment in the added

srea in 3 manner that would show the epecialists the new

portion straightawny. Whers such patchoc of repair are necessary
and are vicwsd, no re-painting is done at all excopt to

pravide a neutral but distinect colour difference identifying

the old from the new. Paintings are genarslly covered with

milch dust and soot and these have often to be cléanad., At

thn same time presventive measures have also to be adopted whereln
the devotees hsve to be requested Lo svoid the lighting of lamps

within the dark interirors of painted caves.

Lonzexvation of movable obfects

Canservation of movshle objects is a vitnl pre-requisite in
any oxcavatian programma. Some of theso aobjects requiro
urgent handling ag their exposure to the atmospheye after
excavation produce fast deterioration due topxidisation and
dryidg,TheraFureqthe conservation programme is not only to
provide the chemical claanlng)but suitable environmental
conditions to the ohjects to retain a suitab}o deqres of
chemical balance uhare deteioration is roducad to a2 minimum.
In order to cater for this need, the Cultural Triangl.e hes

provided 8 mini laboratory in sasch of the projscts and s
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ma jor laboratory central to all six projects. Thé staff

has
the
The

and

deli

(e).

/-
he

been sulitebly trained both in Sri Lanka and abroad and
equipment funded by International and other agencies.
items of special treatment include rather corroded finds
the wet ivories and thin glass which are th; most

cate objects discovered in recent times.

display covers two aspects (i) immovable monuments

and (ii) movable cultural property.

(i) Immovable monuments

The concept of display of immovable monuments
covers two important fac@ts (a) as most of the
monuments are of a religious nature, they have

to be suitably arranged to meet the requirements
of the religious bublic (b) these objecfs are

also visited by numerious visitors both local

and fareign and as such the security, the
presentation and the historical data cerring such
edifices should be properly outlined. Considering
all these, it has been found useful to treat

most of the sites covered by the Cultural

Triangle as pedestrian areas with a security

fence protecting the reserve., The point of

entry and exik has been suitably arranged so that
both pilgrims and visitors enter the site adjacent
to the modern monastery or the visitor centre
where provision has been made for parking and other
facilitiés., The religious public would by custom
pay their courtesies to the religlohs personnel and
then enter the sites, while the visitors will be
provided with s suitable description of the
monuments using a scale model Qnd a8 loudspesker
system. The ground will be adequately landscaped
and resting places provided. Garden lights snd
subdued floods will illuminate the monuments

so that the pilgrims and visitors could enjoy the
monuments in the coolness of the svening., Lighted-

sign. boards and guiding arrous will assist the

-
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visitors., Qiuida books and other publications will be

available at tha visitor centre. The religious aspirstion

of the sites have to be revitalised with suitoble modern

monastic units for the religious and . 8ll religious ° i

functions of annual processicns and other doily Ffunctions

P

neerd to be promoted,

e 2

Display of movabls cultural preperty

The quection of the repatriation of the cultural property

has been raised rather firml&iin racent years., This uas ]
with regard to the return of such culturnl objects thot

were takan away to the colonial matropuils in that ‘ra.
LCansidering this same philosophy in a national sensoc, tho

veople of any city'ia likely ton object to the trancfer of thair
cultural property to its oun metropolis. Recognising this
potential trend; the Cultural Tslangle hes praviaad a museum st
aach site of excavation to house the cultural prbpuwty proposad :
to be unearthed at wach site. Suitable security and chemical \
preseivntion has to be nrovided so that the objects so

discovered and praoporly displayed will ngt suffer as a

consequence to this decision., Infternational conferences have

underlined this trend of philosophy and it is our duty to

e e A ———

takeo cognisnncd of sugh guidancse.

E;nggggiugal and grofgssionaI’sEhtUEi

- —————

The pducatlonal aspegts of archaeology have daveluped

substantielly in the recant past. The Ulearsitles of Peradeniya

—

and Kelanlya had providasd archaeological course for their students,
nriginally at a Poét-graduate iuvelvbut now it has been geared |
to cover under-graduate studieg as well. At the same time
Jaysewardenepura University has revived its course for
under-graduates studying archaeology and Jeffna University

and Ruhuna University are preparing to revitalise their studies

in archaeology. A healthy climax to these trends of University
effort hav& been for the Ministry of Higher Educatién to

invite dons and the professionals engaged in srchasological

work to pool their resources to a central .organisation that

will cater to the practical professional needs of this

s
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discipline. Legislation approved in the last two months

has sanctioned the establishment of a centre for

T e -

Post-graduate Archaeological Studies which will confer

its oun qualification independent of other institutions of

higher learning. Initiaslly, this centrq wil) assist the

near 200 archaeological graduates in the field,worklng with _ -

the Cultural Trlangle,to upgrade their knowledge in this
discipline. These scholars will prepare themselves for a
post-graduate M,Sc degree which we hope will be 'the stepping s
stone to a flush of doctoral degrees to come. Thae Architectursl
scholars engaged in ths cdnseruaéion of monuments have also -
evolved a course of training at the University of M oratuuwa
leading up to a M.5¢c course in the conservation of ;6nnuments.
This course which covers a curriculum closely linkéd with

the Rome Centre has a'practical bias in that those engaged

in applied work are encouraged to follow this extended weakend
course leading up to the M.Sc. Apart from th:@osa students
stepping on to further research, this course is in its

drd year now has opened its doors to the international

community providing three places for students from the

South Asian region, We are proud to note that this is the

"

only conservation of monuments course presently ca{ried out

in Asia, the other nearest being Sydney and Rome., The
afchaaoologists covering the two disciplines of excavation

and conservation have considered even the next stép touvards
professionalism in these two area. Already an adhoc committee
of archasologists has baen established with the Profass&r

of Archaeology, Peradeniya University as its Chairman., The
first effort of thi; committee is to have the organisation
incorporated to form a professional body of archaeologists

so that it becomes a fullfledged professional institute. ¢
The architectural conservators have at the same time linked
itself with the intermationsl body of 1COMOS end has formed a
national body associated to the mother institution. It has

functioned for three years now and it has a represeﬁtatlon

in the executive committes in Paris. This body waes recently
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respansible for hosting jointly with othar otganiﬁatlons the B
Secand Aglac Kegional Conference on Historic Pleces. With this
trent the status of archaeologists of Sri Lanka has certainly
kept well abresst of internalional develcpment and hss most

definiteiy taken a lead zuls In Asia.

|Research_and Practice]

'The'archaeological reseerch and practice in the conservation of
monuments has taken many leaps inthe recent past. The basic
reszearch of any archaerologist covers the dating of artefacts

and this ares has been best harnessed by the fresh dating techniques
that bave been evalved in sstablishing the periods for the sites
uncer the purview of the Cultural Triangle. Tha pottety goquencss
and othor datable materials like coins, beads and foreign objeets
located at these sltes have glven distinct- dates for the strata

of these major exnavations. Positive efforts have also been

made not only to date objecks intToreign laboratories but also to -~

eﬁtablish aur own glaces of experiment, We have in this rog&rd
nstablished recently the dating of bricks, tiles, pottury and evon

plaster'@sing Thermoluniniscenre, The carbon dating of OUT
avtefacts will be a realicy in the not too distant future. Pollaen

studles.are being pursued, The research in sarchaeological studies
uhich was confined to the Archaeological Departmant has

now been expanded in a major way to all the tesching institutions

of tho country and thay have tuken the spearhuad of attack in looading
the ﬁork of thas Cultural Triangle. The conservation of monumants and
its prachihe so far under the sole purvisuw of the Archaeological
Dapartment has hsen opened up to PTivate professional architectural
organisations. These specialists have on their 6wn acquired the neuw
speclaliéies of conservation and have accepted their responsibilites
with courage and foresight. They have broken nsw ground in opening
up conservation practice to staff and labour outside the government
institutions. Contractusl clauses,quidelines and spacifications \
have bsen sutdied, formulated and incorporated into documents

of international acceptance. Ths conssrvaetion results now betng
achieved is indeed the test of such pioneering efforts. The
research of archaeologists and architectural conservetors are flowing
out of " the regular press to reach the research centures of other
countries and international bodies. The excavation reports for

each project are published every six months and the cangervation
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‘balance 90% comes out Ahe ingenuity and enterprlel of the .
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repdrtsrapotts everylyear.

ﬁﬁblic interest and economic baneflt] S

Ihe public i{nterest and economic benefits in developing srchasclagy
has been focussing attentlion in- tha recent past and both flnune!etl
and the political authoritias genuinely convinced of this reaource.
e have been able to confince the Government that archaeology can.
be a money spinner for that aspect of tourism called cu{tural
tourism. We have shoun that if these suggestions are implemanted
the results are inevitabls, Ié is no 6ystety that two-third of
Italy to the south of Florence lives entirely on tourism. 5o is
Spain and in Asla, Thailand 1s an outstanding example._‘ Thess
hard ifacts of politicel thought were accepted in 1978 where the
Cabinet Paper proposing the work of the Culturasl Triangle recorded s
input of 28,4% visitors to the historic cities., Ue have since

N &

imposed an enormous charge as entry fess to visitors foﬁ this area and

despite an apparent disincentive the practical outcome at the end

of 1984 was @ 61% visitor census., As it exists at present the

tred of .visitors to the historic cities is not only.thefforaign
componant but slso tha domestic tourists which has multiplied

many times over and tharebn carries a didactic tag against their oun
upgrading of knouwledge concerning thelr culture and heritage. The
sgcret and:the_proof, of thisnaxatclse ls in results and practice
rather than theory. The actual grant of tha Government to this
ENOIMOUS QNN international campaign is only 10% while the

T
..

institution' set up to i@plement this,which is the Central Cultural

Fund. The begging bouwl of this organisation has been able to harness

80f of the entire expenditure from local and foreign sources.

Rs such, the economic benefit and the public interest is a package \:

tha@ has proved its worth and certainly sn eye opener for the
future. The work that the Cultursl Triasngle ip hand11n§ is perhaps
less then 8 10th of the resources svsileble in this country.
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