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M r . C h a i r m a n , D is t inguished r j 
P a r t i c i p a n t s , Ladies t Gentlemen. 

I am highly honoured to be abla to address you on the subject of 

i rchaeolqgy in S r i Lanka as i t e x i s t s todny, Dy col leagues Dr.Raja de 

rUlv/a, former Gommissinrier of Archaeology has already spoken you 

f.hout the past and P r o f . P . L . P r p m a t i l l e k e , Professor of Archaeology^ 

Un ivers i ty of Rersdeniya m i l l , indeed, speak to you about the f u t u r e . 

Although the t i t l e ra fo rs to archaeology s p e c i f i c to S r i Lanka, J f e e l 

i t i s prudent to p lsca t h i s audience in the r igh t perspect ive in r e l a t i o n 

to the . ' internat ional scans a,s the scope of archaeology has changed much 

between the past anc* t^s present and, no doubt, in the future for the 

s i l e n c e of erchasology i s as i n t e r n a t i o n a l as any other professions 

, Archaeology l i k e a l l other sc iences and profession!] have various l o v o l s 

o f , i n t e r a c t i o n a.nd p r a c t i c e . At the 'two ends of t h i s spectrum lay the 

pr iva te inves t iga to r and at \he other end rather the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

Charters cover ing these d i s c i p l i n e s . n e t u e n n those two extremes Iny the whole 

host of d i s c i p l i n e s , convent ions, l e g i s l a t i o n and i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y 

accepted Charters which are on the one hand adhered to and on the other 

c a r e f u l l y t i isregarded. Wo as p r o f e s s i o n a l s accept the fact that a l l 

aspects cf a pro fess ion cannot be wri t ten into codes of conduct to every 

stsga o f ' p t o f s s i o n a l ac t ion nor would i t be- accepted that the scope of 

an archaeolog is t can be bound together as a f i xed package of subjects 

beyond which one rsmains s i l e n t without comment. Archaeology as medicine 

extends from a toothache to the i n t r i c a c i e s of moral i n tempering with 

future progeny or as engineering from t ighten ing a bo l t to get t ing a 

man on the moon. In (H is regard the trend of archseology a lso extends 

from the simple guidance of a school party to an a rchaeo log ica l museum 

to i d e n t i f y i n g a p a r t i c l e of ash or bone which might belo'ng to a roya l 

personage pr an important r e l i g i o u s l e a d e r . In a mater ia l sense, the 
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subjects of archaeology cover broadly the f o l l o w i n g i -

(a) The documentation of movable and immovable c u l t u r a l 

proper ty . ( 

(b) The excavation and the systematic i n v e s t i g a t i o n of 

bur ied remains. 

(c) The c lean ing and conservat ion of both movable and 

immovable c u l t u r a l p roper ty . 

, (d) The s c i e n t i f i c recording and the p u b l i c a t i o n of 

research cover ing c u l t u r a l property* 

(e) The d isp lay of movable and immovable c u l t u r a l proper ty . 

( f ) L e g i s l a t i o n , p a r a - l e g i s l a t i o n and ru les of conduct 

formulated for the s e c u r i t y , preservat ion and maintenance 

of movable and immovable c u l t u r a l property which include 

the admin is t ra t ive and f i n a n c i a l cover to implement such 

l e g i s l a t i o n apd accepted convent ions. 

These broad headings, to our minds, cover a l l aspects of archaeology 

throughout the world whether they belong to a per iod of p r e - h i s t o r y , 

p r o t o - h i s t o r y and the d i f f e r e n t phases of h is to ry be i t the ancient 

medieval or the recent p a s t . In t h i s regard* one i s not surpr ised that 

there are s t i l l many count r ies i n the world that do not have adequate 

p r o v i s i o n s e i t h e r in the form of enacted laws, admin is t ra t ive p r o v i s i o n s 

or f i n a n c i a l a l l o c a t i o n s to coveir the science of archaeology. On the 

other hand the s o p h i s t i c a t i o n s of such p rov is ions crowd the l ega l 

admin is t ra t i ve and f i n a n c i a l d i v i s i o n s of some,spec ia l ly those where 

the economy of that State r e l i e s l a r g e l y on the c u l t u r a l property for 

t h e i r budgetary b a l a n c i n g . Such count r ies are not n e c e s s a r i l y a l l i n 

Europe. Thai land in 1975 r e l i e d up to 50? of i t s income on tourism 

much of which was from such c u l t u r a l p roper ty . A l l ac t ion towards 

a r c h a e o l o g i c a l p r a c t i c e i s summed up i n l o c a l convent ions, na t iona l 

l e g i s l a t i o n and i n t e r n a t i o n a l s ta tu tes* These e f f o r t * can be summarised 

at the highest l e v e l by in t roduc ing the audience to the In ternat iona l 

Char ters cover ing such preservat ions 

(a) Recommendation on i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r i n c i p l e s app l i cab le 

to a rchaeo log ica l excavat ions* adopted by the General 



- 3 -

Conference at i t s 9th ssssion, New Delhi , Sth December 1956. 

These recommendations were further studied in a special 

conference held in Cyprus which has helped to upgrade the 

nature of archaeological research and where conservation 

also acquired a better defined identity both at a level 

of theory and practice (1). 

(b) The UNESCO recommendation concerning the International 

Charter for the Conservation and Restoration of Monuments 

and Sites at the Second International Congress of Architects 

and Technicians of Historic Monuments which records the 

decisions and the resolutions of a meeting held in Venice 

in 1964. These proposals were reviewed at the F i rs t International 

Congress on Architectural.Conservation, University of Basle, 

Switzerland, March 1963 where recommendations were offered 

to review and where necessary recast the Venic Charter 

of 1964.(2). 

(c) UNESCO inter-governmental conference of Ministers of 

Culture of Asia, Jogjakarta, 1973. The resolution provided 

that IfNESCO takes the in i t ia t ive to get the town planners 

of Asi'a together to work out a code of cultural ethics to 

preserve in a signif icant manner the ancient ci ty centres of this 

region. This resolution was only marginally provided for 

in a conference got together by UNESCO to study the ancient 

ci ty centres of Asia during 1979 (3). 

(d) The 19th General Assembly Session of UNESCO held in 

Nairobi in 1976 recommended the safeguarding of historic 

areas of c i t i es and the formulation of rules covering ths 

contemporary ro le . But this resolution has had no direct 

response nor follow-up. 

(e) The regional trend towards formulating rules covering the 

protection of Archaeology and Fine Arts was evolved 

ss a consequence to the to - meeting of Ministers of 

Education of ASEAN countries in their deliberations of 1974 



which resu l ted in a sub-group c a l l e d ARCAFA (Appl ied 

Research Cente for Archaeology and Fine Arts) being 

formed c o n s t i t u t i n g these count r ies* This group 

met i n common sess ion in 1980 to review and to r e v i s e 

where .'necessary the l e g i s l a t i o n and p a r a - l e g i s l a t i o n ' 

concerning the excavat ion and conservat ion of monuments 

and s i t e s as a Regional Charter cover ing ASEAN c o u n t r i e s ( 4 ) . ' 

The Asian Regional Conference of the Commonwealth 

A s s o c i a t i o n of A r c h i t e c t s met in Colombo in 1975 on the 

Theme of the Conservation of H i s t o r i c and Ancient Bu i ld ings* 

Important and pious r e s o l u t i o n s covering the preservat ion of 

ancient b u i l d i n g s snd s p e c i a l l y modern const ruct ions of the 

recent past were looked in to in depth at t h i s conference* 

but these r e s o l u t i o n s have not)unfortunately^had the impact 

and in f luence necessary^e i ther^ in S r i Lanka or in the . 

r e g i o n . 
i 

The F i r s t Asian Regional Conference on H i s t o r i c Places 

was held in Sydney in 19B3 and the outcome of these 

r e s o l u t i o n s covered a vast range of proposals inc lud ing 

movable and immovable property of yester -year such as 

machinery, locomotives e t c . These trends of thought 
i 

and proposals have yet to be digested and ru led upon. < 

The In te rnat iona l Committee of Monuments snd S i t e s held 

i t s 7th General Assembly in 1984 in Rostock and Dresden 

which had a s e r i e s of r e s o l u t i o n s which suggested not only 

the preservat ion of town c e n t r e s , but a lso simple v i l l a g e 

centres s p e c i a l l y of South and South-East A s i a . It a lso 

looked s e r i o u s l y at the concepts of c u l t u r a l tour ism. 

The Rostock/Dresden d e c l a r a t i o n at the 6th General Assembly 

of ICOnos i n Nay 1984 i s of s p e c i a l s i g n i f i c a n c e and 

coveres the unanimous view of t h i s assembly on the tredds 

of preservat ion cover ing (a) c u l t u r a l her i tage and 



and modern l i f e , end (c) enhancement of monuments 

and s i t e s . 

( i ) The Second Asian Regional Conference on H i s t o r i c 

Places held in Colombo in March 1985 cover 

conservat ion aspects ranging from town and v i l l a g e 
i 

environments to gordesn, monuments and the i n t e r i o r s 

a" e d i f i c e s . It a lso projected the future concepts of 

conservat ion i n c l u d i n g trends towards l e g i s l a t i o n . ^ 

f i n a n c e , a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , t r a i n i n g and' techno log ica l 

research . 

This cont inuing growth and development of ideas w i l l , no doubt, ensure* 

at an i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l j t h e cor rec t perspect ive towards the growth nf 

a rchaeo log ica l i n t e r e s t cover ing both movable and immovable! proporty . 

(•Trendg in Archaeploqy ig_ Sr l .Lanka today} 
4 

S r i Lanka i s proud to record that i t houses the la rges t c u l t u r a l her i tage 

pro jec t ever handled by UNESCO so f a r . Here we re fe r to the work of ttie 

C u l t u r a l Tr iang le which operates at an i n i t i a l cost estimate of around 

U.S. $.50,000 or Rs.1,119 m i l l i o n , tile w i l l bo u t i l i z i n g the work of 
the 

che C u l t u r a l T r iang le as an example of Arend o f archaeology in S r i Lanka 

today in most o f the case s tudies d iscussed in t h i s paper. This does 

not imply that there i s no work outsidra the work o f the C u l t u r a l T r i a n g l e , 

but for convenience wa w i l l bo concentra t ing an the C u l t u r a l Tr iang le 

uhich i n d i c a t e s the l i n e of th ink ing meant for the C u l t u r a l Tr iangle and 

the a rchaoo log ica l work in a l l other Departments where such research 

i s being conducted p r e s e n t l y . Ths scope of the work of the C u l t u r a l 

Tr iangle covers excavat ion , conservat ion and the layout of encient 

monuments and the d isp lay of the movable c u l t u r a l property discovered 

at the var ious s i t e s . It has considered and implemented the bas ic 

requirements provided by the In ternat iona l Char te rs . For example ,su f f i c ien t 

area of every s i t e has-been reserved for future i n v e s t i g a t i o n s . The 

conservat ion conventions fo l low c l o s e l y the VeniceCharter . The objects 

d iscovered at the s i t e s w i l l not be sent out of the s i t e , but housed in 

museums with the proper s e c u r i t y and s c i e n t i f i c p r o t e c t i o n . The 



documentation of excavated objects are being r e g u l a r l y publ ished at 

s ix months i n t e r v a l s and the research cover ing these f inds are 

exposed to the en t i re academic community of the world in te res ted i n 

South Asian m a t e r i a l . The p r o v i s i o n s of modern usage at a r e l i g i o u s t 

s c i e n t i f i c and c u l t u r a l l e v e l i s being provided to maximum advantage* 

To view t h i s at a more digested l e v e l , the fo l lowing points are 

r e c o r d e d ! - ( ' 

(a) Excavat ion 

( i ) Documentation of the s i t e p r i o r to excavations i s being 

done i n terms of contour surveys , tree surveys and b u i l d i n g 

surveys whether they are modern or a n c i e n t . 

( i l ) A e r i a l photography at the lowest f l i g h t l e v e l s of 3,000 

to 5,000 feet above ground l e v e l i s being c a r r i e d out . 

( i i i ) R e s i s t i v i t y surveys cover ing se lec ted areas of the s i t e 

i s being c a r r i e d out . 

( iv ) Excavat ion gr ids of 30 metres covers the whole area of 

the s i tew i th datum l e v e l s es tab l ished on the g r id 

i n t e r - s e c t i o n p o i n t s . These 30 metre gr ids are fur ther 

sub-d iv ided in to 81 qquares and the excavation work 

i d e n t i f i e d according to these p i t s . 

(v) The excavation work i s under the superv is ion of a 

Graduate Excavator who i s t ra ined by the Archaeologica l 

D i r e c t o r s . A maximum of 10 p i t s are supervised by a Graduate 

who keeps the s c i e n t i f i c recordings in the relevant books 

provided for t h i s purpose. These standard books are 

subsequently dup l ica ted and stored as a r c h i v a l mate r ia l ' 

a f t e r each six-monthly excavation report i s publ ished* 

(v i ) Photographic and drawing records are kept by the 

photographers end the draughtsmen set apert for t h i s . 

p r o j e c t . The photographers have a lso kept three dimensions! 

photogrammetry records so that these s i t e s can be r e - p l o t t e d * 
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These negatives a r e c a r e f u l l y stored so that the layers 

'n*m tawr*. that have b e e n destroyed through excavations can 

be reviewed even in e 100 years i f the negatives are 

properly s t o r e d . The quadropod design for th is purpose 

end the system evolved for such recording i s a patont 

of the C u l t u r a l T r i a n g l e . The processing of a rchaeologica l 

mater ia l d iscovered and.they being.recorded in the s ix monthly 

report i s only the f i r s t part of the p u b l i c a t i o n where the 

discovered objects are recorded without 1 'bias in the i r 

proper s t r a t i f i e d l e v e l s * 

( v i i ) The dat ing mater ia l for Car'^nn 14 or Thermoluminescence 

or any other method i s c a r e f u l l y stores and reseorched upon. 

( v i i l ) The documentation of excavated mater ia l i s covered in three 

index cards apart from the excavation record books. These 

inc lude (e) s p e c i a l f inds card (b) pottery cerd ond (c) thn 

s t r a t i f i c a t i o n c a r d . The data rocordud in thene cards n rn 

so provided that the informat ion could be fed into a 

computer and re t r i eved in time of wr i t ing the report* Those 

data cards are standardised so that tho computer 

youId r e t r i e v e and compare mater ia l from other s i t e s as w u l l . 

(b) JLqn.qeryjtlp.n... 

The conservat ion work i s covered under 5 sect ions - sfeono work, 

br ick work, timbor work, i n t e r i o r s , and movable c u l t u r a l proper ty . 

(1) S.tjp.ne, wprk 

Work cover ing the conservat ion of stone work inc ludes botii 

the rough hewn stones as H e l l as the d e l i c a t e l y carvsd u n i t s . 

The conservat ion of the former i s on the bos is of d ismant l ing 

and re-assembl ing according to the o r i g i n a l plans and d e t a i l s 

of the old e d i f i c e . However, the composition of mortar 

and . any packing^uses modern m a t e r i a l s . The d e l i c a t e l y 

carved stone work w i l l , however, be su i tab ly cleaned of i t s 

organic accre t ions and re f i xed at the o r i g i n a l s i t e s 

with the neenssary pro tec t ion against speady d e t e r i o r a t i o n 



of the stone o b j e c t . Where d e l i c a t e objects are '. 

found which cannot stand up to the out-door l i f e t h i s 

would be mowed Into the s i t e museums. 

( l i ) Br ick work , ' 

Every e f f o r t w i l l be made to r e t a i n the undisturbed 

brickwork i n t a c t s p e c i a l l y i f they are decorated or 

moulded or has p l a s t e r upon i t . S l i g h t l y d i s t o r t e d wal l 

remains w i l l not be tampered with as they lend to the 

character of antquity and therefore enhances the . d i s p l a y . 

Brickwork where por t ions have disappeared due to 1 

r weathering or c o l l a p s e are replaced with new b r i c k s of 

exact ly the o r i g i n a l dimensions^but ensuring t h a t . a l l 

b r i c k s are stamped with the year of conserva t ion . 

The mortars for such brickwork should be very f i r m . : so a s to 

st imulate a s c lose as i s poss ib le to the' adhesive^ used in 

ancient t imes. This i s v i t a l in order to maintain the 

homogeneity of the o ld and the new f a b r i c and to prevent 

any d e t e r i o r a t i o n of the old in preference to the stronger 

modern a d d i t i o n s . 

( i i i ) Timber.work 

The replacement of timber work i s most demanding s p e c i a l l y 

those beams and other such un i ts that carry a s t r u c t u r a l 

l o a d . Every e f f o r t i s being made to re ta in the o ld timbers 

s p e c i a l l y i f they are carved or o c c a s i o n a l l y even pa in ted . 

I f replacement of timber i s necessary , • the year of conservat ion 

is 'marked on the 'new p i e c e s . However, every d e t a i l of the b id 

timber carved in to the new work inc lud ing the jo inery techniques 

T i l e s r e s t i n g on such roofs arB a lso c a r e f u l l y studied and 

the new t i l e s made to such s p e c i f i c a t i o n s . 

i 
( iv ) Conservation of i n t e r i o r s 

The conservat ion of i n t e r i o r s Include the repa i r of broken 

sculpture and wal l pa in t ings i n c l u d i n g f i x e d f u r n i t u r e * Some 

scu lp ture i s of stone while the bulk of such objects c o n s i s t 



- 9 -

of stucco uhere the i n t e r i o r i s v a r i e d . Some of the 

i n t e r i o r s may be of br*.ck and mortar while others are pf 

t imber. However, the ox te r io rs which are areas subject to 

much of the.decay have a c lay i n t e r i o r and lime p las ter 

ex tnr ior with pigments cover ing the s u r f a c e . Repairs to 

such sculpture depends on the state of each i tem. If 

the statues have not been p las tered at a l l , the inner 

core i s conserved as a mass of b r icks forming B General 

shape i n d i c a t i v e of the o r i g i n a l s c u l p t u r e . If the 

scu lpture has subs tan t i a l p l a s t e r then the balance port ions 

are repai red so that the new and the o ld can e a s i l y be 

d i s t i n g u i s h s d . Rut the new p l a s t e r would have a s im i la r 

consistency to the o ld where the p l a s t e r i s pa in ted . Every 

e f f o r t would be made to provide a pigment in the added 

area in a manner that would show the s p e c i a l i s t s the new 

por t ion straightaway, lilhere such patch&e of rnpa i r are necessary 

and are viowed, no r e - p a i n t i n g i s done at a l l except to 

provide a neutra l but d i s t i n c t colour d i f f e rence i d e n t i f y i n g 

the o ld from tho new. Paint.lngs are genera l ly covered with 

miich dust and soot and these have often to be c leaned. At 

tho same timet prevent ive measures have a lso to be adopted wherein 

the devotees have to be requested to avoid the l i g h t i n g of lamps 

within the dark i n t e r i r o r s of pointed cqves. 

(v) Conservation of movable objects 

Conservation of movable objects i s a v i t n l p r e - r e q u i s i t o in 

nr»y excavation progrrammoo Some of theso objects require) 

urgent handling as the i r exposure to the atmosphere af tor 

excavation produce fast d e t e r i o r a t i o n due t o o x i d i s a t i o n and 

dry ing,Therafore^the conservat ion programme i s not only to 

provide the chemical cleaning^but s u i t a b l e environmental 

condi t ions to tho objects to r e t a i n a su i tab le degree of 

chemical balance tihere de te io ra t ion i s reduced to a minimum. 

In order to cater for th is need, the C u l t u r a l Tr iang le has 

provided a mini laboratory in each of the pro jects and a 
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major laboratory c e n t r a l to a l l s ix p ro jec ts * The s t a f f 

has been s u i t a b l y t ra ined both in S r i Lanka and abroad and 

the equipment funded by In ternat iona l and other agencies* 

The items of s p e c i a l treatment inc lude rether corroded f inds 

and the met i v o r i e s and th in g lass which are the most 

d e l i c a t e objects d iscovered in recent t imes. 

JB.). Display. 

The d isp lay covers tuo aspects ( i ) immovable monuments 

and ( i i ) movable c u l t u r a l proper ty . 

( i ) Immovable monuments 
» 

The concept of d isp lay of immovable monuments 

covers tuo important facfits (a) as most of the 

monuments are of a r e l i g i o u s nature, they have 

to be s u i t a b l y arranged to meet the requirements 

of the r e l i g i o u s pub l ic (b) these objects are 

a lso v i s i t e d by numerious v i s i t o r s both l o c a l 

and fore ign and as such the s e c u r i t y , the 

presentat ion and the h i s t o r i c a l data cover ing such 

e d i f i c e s should be proper ly o u t l i n e d . Consider ing 

a l l these, i t has been found usefu l to t reat 

most of the s i t e s covered by the C u l t u r a l 

Tr iang le as pedestr ian areas with a s e c u r i t y 

fence pro tec t ing the reserve . The point of 

entry and ex i t has been su i tab ly arranged so that 

both p i lg r ims and v i s i t o r s enter the s i t e adjacent 

to the modern monastery or the v i s i t o r centre 

where p r o v i s i o n has been made for parking and other 

f a c i l i t i e s . The r e l i g i o u s publ ic would by custom 

pay the i r cour tes ies to the r e l i g i o u s personnel and 

then enter the s i t e s , while the v i s i t o r s w i l l be 

provided with a su i tab le d e s c r i p t i o n of the 

monuments using a sca le model and a loudspeaker 

system. The ground w i l l be adequately landscaped 

and r e s t i n g places prov ided . Garden l i g h t s and 

subdued f loods w i l l i l lumina te the monuments 

so that the p i lg r ims and v i s i t o r s could enjoy the 

monuments in the coolness of the evening* L i g h t e d ' 

s ign boards and guiding arrows w i l l a s s i s t the 



v i s i t o r s . Gluide books and other p u b l i c a t i o n s w i l l be 

a v a i l a b l e at tho v i s i t o r cen t re . The r e l i g i o u s a s p i r a t i o n 

of the s i t e s have to be r e v i t a l i s e d with s u i t a b l e modern 

monastic un i ts for the r e l i g i o u s and . a l l r e l i g i o u s | 

funct ions of annual processions and other da i l y funct ions 1 

need to be promoted. ]! 

( i i ) D isR lay ,o f , movable cul tura l^gr^pegty 

The question of the r e p a t r i a t i o n of the c u l t u r a l property 

has been raiser) rathor . f irmly «in recent years . This was f 

with regard to the return of such c u l t u r a l objects that 

wore taken away to the c o l o n i a l ir.atror.iui i s in that * r a . 

Consider ing th is samo philosophy in a na t iona l sonso. tho 

people of any c i t y i s l i k e l y to object to the t ransfer of the i r 

c u l t u r a l property to i t s own met ropo l is . Recognising t h i s 

p o t e n t i a l t rend , the C u l t u r a l T r iang le has provided a museum st 

each s i t o of excavation to house the c u l t u r a l property proposed 

to be unearthed at. each c i t e . Su i tab le secur i t y ' and chomicnl ; 

presetvnt ion has to be provided so that the objects so 

discovered and proper ly d isp layed w i l l nqt suf fe r as a j 

consequence to th is d e c i s i o n . In ternat iona l conferences havo [ 

underl ined t h i s trend of phi losophy and i t i s our duty to ! 

take cognisance of such guidance. ( 

^'rfucat^oga^anJ^Brpfe'ssiqnal status) 

The educat ional aspects of archaeology have developed j 

s u b s t a n t i a l l y in V|the recent p a s t . The U n i v e r s i t i e s of Peradeniya 1 
i 

and Kelaniya had provided a rchaeo log ica l course for the i r students. 

o r i g i n a l l y at a Post-graduate iuvel^but now i t has been geared 

to cover under-graduate s tudies as w e l l . At the same time 

Jayaewardenepura Un ivers i ty has rev ived i t s course for 

under-graduates studying archaeology and Jaf fna Un ivers i ty 

and Ruhuna Un ive rs i t y are prepar ing to r e v i t a l i s e the i r s tudies 

i n archaeology. A healthy climax to these trends of Un ive rs i t y 

e f f o r t have been for the Min is t ry of Higher Education to 

i n v i t o dons and the p r o f e s s i o n a l s engaged in a rchaeo log ica l 

work to pool the i r resources to a cen t ra l -organisat ion that 

w i l l cater to the p r a c t i c a l p r o f e s s i o n a l needs of t h i s 

http://ir.atror.iui
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d i s c i p l i n e . L e g i s l a t i o n approved in the l a s t tuo months 

has sanct ioned the establishment of a centre for 

Post-graduate Archaeo log ica l Studies which w i l l confer 

i t s own q u a l i f i c a t i o n independent of other i n s t i t u t i o n s of 

higher l e a r n i n g . I n i t i a l l y , t h i s centre w i l l a s s i s t the 

near 200 a rchaeo log ica l graduates in the f i e ld jwork ing with 

the C u l t u r a l Tr iangle^to upgrade the i r knowledge in t h i s 

d i s c i p l i n e . These scholars w i l l prepare themselves for a 

post-graduate M.Sc degree which we hope w i l l be ' the stepping 

stone to a f l u s h of doctora l degrees to come. The A r c h i t e c t u r a l 

scholars engaged in the conservat ion of monuments have a lso * 

evolved a course of t r a i n i n g at the Un ivers i ty of M oratuwa 
i 

leading up to a M.Sc course in the conservat ion of mbnnuments. 

This course which covers a curr iculum c l o s e l y l inked with 

the Rome Centre has a ' p r a c t i c a l b ias in that those engaged 

in appl ied work are encouraged to fol low t h i s extended weekend 

course leading up to the M.Sc. Apart from th*gise students 

stepping on to fur ther research , t h i s course i s in i t s 

3rd year now has opened i t s doors to the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

community prov id ing three places for students from the 

South Asian r e g i o n . Ue are proud to note that t h i s i s the 

only conservat ion of monuments course present ly c a r r i e d out 

in A s i a , the other nearest being Sydney snd Rome. The 

archaeoolog is ts cover ing the two d i s c i p l i n e s of excavation 

and•conservat ion have considered even the next step towards 

pro fess iona l ism in these two area . Already an adhoc committee, 

of a rchaeo log is ts has been es tab l ished with the Professor 

of Archaeology, Peradeniya Un ivers i ty as i t s Chairman. The 

f i r s t e f f o r t of t h i s committee i s to have the organisat ion 

incorporated to form a p r o f e s s i o n a l body of archaeologis ts 

so that i t becomes a f u l l f l e d g e d p r o f e s s i o n a l i n s t i t u t e . • 

The a r c h i t e c t u r a l conservators have at the same time l inked 

i t s e l f with the i n t e r n a t i o n a l body of ICQMOS and has formed a 

na t iona l body assoc ia ted to the mother i n s t i t u t i o n . It has 

funct ioned for three years now and i t has a representat ion 

in the execut ive committee in P a r i s . This body was recen t ly 



responsib le f o r host ing j o i n t l y with other organisat ions the 

S e c i n d Atiar; Regional Conference on H i s t o r i c P i e c e s . With th is 

trend the status o f a rchaeolog is ts of S r i Lanka has c e r t a i n l y 

k f . p t well ahreust of i n t e r n a t i o n a l rievelcpment and has most 

d e f i n i t e l y t o k e n a lead ru le i n A s i a . 

T h e a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e s e a r c h a n d p r a c t i c e i n t h e c o n s e r v a t i o n o f 

m o n u m e n t s h a s t a k e n m a n y l e a p s i n t h e r e c e n t p a s t . T h e b a s i c 

a n d t h i s a r e a has b e e n b e s t h a r n e s s e d by the f r e s h dating techniques 

t h a t h a v e b e e n e v o l v e d in e s t a b l i s h i n g the per iods for the s i t e s 

u n d e r t h e p u r v i e w of t h e C u l t u r a l T r i a n g l e . The pottery eoquences 

a n d o t h e r d a t a b l e m a t e r i a l s l i k e c o i n s , b e a d s and fore ign objects 

l o c a t e d a t t h e s e t i i t e s h a v e g i v e n d i s t i n c t * dates for the s t r a t a 

o f t h e s e m a j o r e x c a v a t i o n s . P o s i t i v e e f f o r t s have a lso been 

m a d e n o t o n l y t o d a t e o b j e c t s i n * f o r e i g n l a b o r a t o r i e s but a lso to 

e n t a b l i s h o u r o w n p l a c e s o f e x p e r i m e n t , tile have in th is regard 

e s t a b l i s h e d r e c e n t l y t h e d a t i n g o f b r i c k s , t i l e s , pottery and e v o n 

p l a s t e r u s i n g Thormoluniniscenne. T h e c a r b o n dat ing o f o u r 

a r t e f a c t s w i l l b e a r e a l i t y in t h e n o t t o o d i s t a n t f u t u r e . Po l lon 

s t u d i e s a r e b e i n g p u r s u e d . The r e s e a r c h i n a rchaeo log ica l s tudies 

"Jhinh w a s c o n f i n e d to the Archaeolog ica l Depgrtmont has 

n o w b e e r , e x p a n d e d i n a m a j o r way t o a l l the teaching inst i tu t ion* ) 

o f t h n c o u n t r y a n d t h e y h a v e t a k e n the s p e o r l . u a d of attack in loading 

t h e w o r k o f the C u l t u r a l T r i a n g l e . The conservat ion of monuments and 

i t s p r a c t i c e s o f a r u n d e r t h o s o l e purview of the Archaeologica l 

D e p a r t m e n t has been o p e n e d up to pr iva te p r o f e s s i o n a l a r c h i t e c t u r a l 

organ isa t ions* These s p e c i a l i s t s have an the i r own acquired the new 

s p e c i a l i t i e s o f conservat ion and have accepted thBir r e s p o n o i b i l i t e s 

with c o u r a g e and f o r e s i g h t . They have broken new ground in oponing 

up conservat ion p r a c t i c e to s t a f f and labour outside the g o v e r n m e n t 

i n s t i t u t i o n s . Contractual c l a u s e s , g u i d e l i n e s and s p e c i f i c a t i o n s \ 

have been s u t d i e d , formulated and incorporated in to documents 

of i n t e r n a t i o n a l acceptance. The conservat ion r e s u l t s now being 

achieved i s indeed the test of such pioneer ing e f f o r t s . The 

research of a rchaeo log is ts and a r c h i t e c t u r a l conservators ara f lowing 

out a f \ the regular press to reach the research centures of other 

count r ies and i n t e r n a t i o n a l bod ies . The excavation reports for 

each pro jec t a r e publ ished every s ix months and the conservation 

research o f any archaeolog is t covers the dat ing of a r te fac ts 

http://kf.pt
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repor ts repor ts every year , 

p u b l i c i n t e r e s t and i i reconpmic penef l tsf 

Jhe pub l i c i n t e r e s t and economic benef i ts in developing archaeology 
has been focussing a t tent ion i n t h e recent past and both' f i n a n c i e r s 

and the p o l i t i c a l a u t h o r i t i e s genuinely .convinced of t h i s resource . 

die have been able to conf ines the Government that archaeology can • 
I 

be a money spinner for that Bspec t of tourism c a l l e d c u l t u r a l w 

tour ism, ble have shown that i f these suggestions are implemented 

the r e s u l t s are i n e v i t a b l e . It i s no mystery that two- th i rd of 

I ta ly to the south of Florence l i v e s o n t i r e l y on tour ism. So i s 

Spain and in Asia*, Thai land i s an outstanding example. These 

hard ' facts of p o l i t i c a l thought were accepted in 1978 inhere the 

Cabinet Paper proposing the work of the C u l t u r a l Tr iangle recorded a 

input of 29.4£ v i s i t o r s to the h i s t o r i c c i t i e s * We have s ince 

imposed an enormous charge as entry fees to v i s i t o r s for. t h i s area and 

despi te an apparent d i s i n c e n t i v e the p r a c t i c a l outcome at the end 

of 1984 was a 6158 v i s i t o r census* As i t e x i s t s at present the 

tred of v i s i t o r s to the h i s t o r i c c i t i e s i s not only the foreign 
component^but a lso the domestic t o u r i s t s which has m u l t i p l i e d 

many times over and thereby, c a r r i e s a d i d a c t i c tag against t h e i r own 

upgrading of knowledge concerning t h e i r cu l tu re and her i tage* The 

secret and the proof, of this* exerc ise i s in r e s u l t s and p r a c t i c e 

rather then theory. : The actua l grant of the Government to t h i s 

enormous «rtf*a*M>*> i n t e r n a t i o n a l campaign i s only lOtf while t h e ' 
of 

balance QOt comes out Ahe ingenuity and enterpr ise of j;he " 

i n s t i t u t i o n ' set up to implement th is ,wh ich i s the Centra l C u l t u r a l 

Fund. The begging bowl of t h i s organ isa t ion has been able to harness 

90JC of the en t i re expenditure from l o c a l and fore ign sources* 

As such, the economic bene f i t and the pub l i c i n t e r e s t i s a package V 

tha t has proved i t s worth and c e r t a i n l y an eye opener for the 
f u t u r e . The work that the C u l t u r a l T r iang le l e handl ing i s perhaps 

l e s s then a 10th of the resources a v a i l a b l e i n t h i s eeuntry. 


