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| TRADE

Value of Imports
Rise Nearly 60 per cent

The total value of 8ri Lanka’s
imports during the first nine months
of 1979, reached a record of Rs. 16.9
billion; an incresse of almost 60

goods. This trend has continued
into 1979 with a significent increase
in the imnort of machinery and
appliances, motor vehicles and parts
and iron and steel. The table below
gives the mejor ibems of import for
the first nine months of the year,
over the last three years, both in
terms of value and algo the per-
centage shore of each item in the
total import bill.

MAJOR ITEMS OF IMPORTS IN VALUE

year increased from Rs. 730 million
in 1978, t0 Rs. 1,790 million in 1979.
Other major increases were rec.rded
in the first eight months of 1979 for
chemical and allied products from
Rs. 667.5 million in 1978 10 Rs.
1,108.1 millicn in 1979; base metal
and products from Rs. §27.2 millign
to Rs. 1,114.4 million; machinery,
mechanica] appliances, electrical
equipment ete. from Rs, 1,100.8
to Rs. 1,997.8 million und velicles
and transport equipment frem Ra.

(Rs. Million) 1,019,1 millionto Rs.1,573.2 milii,n.
‘Nine months ended Sept. P 1 Import. There:_was a n.(,ta.l!]e change In
(1977 1978 e’fsw)s o ‘iﬁ:f 1979  the food import bill with a drp in
Petroleum 1,04.5 18368 3,066.2 225 173 181 quentity of imports in rice and flour.
gfreals N -8}922'3 . 319.: 12373'8 18.0 6.71 s.g See table below. .
our . .. X ,811, ,438. . . .
Sugar 1443 4456 '658.5 173.2 1:,1.2 2.9 Imports of Rice, Flour (Customs Data)
Cotton .. .. 2835 499.1 8284 6.2 4.7 49 January-August
Fertilizers .. 10.5s 1492  481.9 0.2 14 28 78 197
Pharmaceuticals .. 48.6 108.0 187.2 1.1 1.0 11 ,
Boilers, machinery and Quantity—Tons 137,435 130,59
appliances 2268 8700 1,549.0 50 82 9.l Value—Rs,Mn, .. 4723 5829
Iron and steel 137.1 3921  '901.5 3.0 3.7 5.3 C & F Price—Rs. Ton. 3,436 4,464
Motor vehicles and parts 1714 1,046.7 1,535.2 38 9.7 9.1 Flour _ )
Sub total .. 3,663.1 78084 11,521.5 80.5 740  68.0 Quantity.-Tons .. 30491 e
Others 889.0 2,801.6 5.417.2 195 260 320 C & F Price— Rs./Ton 3437 3,517
Total imports 4,552.7 10,610.0 16,938.7 100 100 100 In terms of sources of supply the

Source : Statistics Division, Department of Commerce

percent over the value of imports
for the same Period last year, accor-
ding to the monthly trade statistics
maintained by the Department of
Commerce. The items that have
contributed most heavily to the
import bill were mineral and chemi-
cal products, particularlypetroleum;
machinery and electrical equipment ;
vehicles and trensport equipment
and base metals and allied products.

The import value for the first nine
months of this year which recorded
Rs. 16,876 million were well above
the total value of imports for the
whole of 1978 which amounted to
Rs. 14,686 million. The 1978 figure
was the highest ever for any single
year, reflecting last yesr both the
effect of the exchange rate adjust
ment and also the increase in the
volume of imports. Lhe change in
import expenditure in 1978 appears

* to have been accompanied by a

stiuctural change in the composition
ofimports. The percentage share to
consUmer goods in the total import
bill declined from 42 ih 1977 to
38 in 1978, while that of investment
goods nearly doubled from 12 to 23
percent, There was also a significant
increase of imports of intermediate
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According t¢ Custcms statistics
obher major increases were recorded
in textiles and allied preducts which
during the first eight months ¢f the

largest share ofthe country’simports
overthe first nine months have come
in from Japen; followed Ly India,
UK., Singepore, Saudi Arabia,
West Germany anc UBA. Bee table
belgw.

SRI LANKA'S 25 MAJOR SUPPLIERS OF FOREIGN PRODUCTS
(Nine Months ended September)

1. Japan . 966.3 9.2 2°170.2 12,9
2. India . . 858.2 8.2 1,721.2 10.2
3. UK. .. .. . 1,024.9 9.8 1,517.9 9.0
4. Singapore .. . 2419 23 1,080.6 6.4
5. Saudi Arabia .. .. 1,064.2 10.1 1,036.6 6.1
6. Germany, F.R. . 648.0 6.2 944.1 56
7. US.A. .. 744.8 7.1 905.5 54
8. China 265,5 2.5 804.0 4.8
9. Australia 656.6 6.3 781.0 47
10, Iran .. 6774 6.5 575.6 34
11, Traq .. 449 0.4 520.6 3.1
12. Netherlands 305.2 2.9 4114 24
13. France 589.2 5.6 409.6 24
14, Pakistan 46.6 04 390.7 23
15. Hongkong 1299 1.2 364.9 2.2
16. South Africa 59.5 0.6 256.7 1.5
17. Switzerland 76.3 0.7 253.6 1.5
18. Canada 168.8 1.6 254.2 1.3
19, Sweden 487 0.5 229.3 14
20. Italy .. 237.3 2.3 225.2
21. Burma 4794 4.6 1717 1.0
22, Thailand 279 0.3 1289 0.8
23. Belgium 199.9 1.9 126.2 0.7
24. USS.R. .. 194.5 1.0 1154 0.7
25. New Zealand .. 95.1 0.9 93.5 0.6
Sub Total 9,850.40 93.1 15,494.60 91.8
Others 738.30 6.9 1,381.40 8.2
Grand Total (all countries) 10,588.7 100 16,876.0 100

Source: Statistics Division, Department of Commerce
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