






















anti-TULF vote in the Jaf f~~a District. AAsrdl, in terins oi the 1979 electoral 
register JaRaa is entitle$ io I 1  .ieats in tile next 13arllament. 'Tlljs means thai 
under the new proportional ~epresentcition system, given tlie 1977 turnou- 
cf 82 per cent, any psrly or  list wFich can obtairr t5.e sapport of about 10.5 ', 
per cent of rhc registered vote (LC. 12.5 per ce.at of the pnli) is guaranteed ;! 
s2.i:. In this contcxt it is worth bcaring in  mind that if the UNP ;.nd the 
TC, who have been allies 'i.eforc, liad fielded a. common list in  June and 
~uccecded in pclUing together what thev rrc:rreliy c4b:siaed independently 
their Jist wouid iiavc secured one seat in Jafha. Moreaver, i t  is not necessav 
Is stress the importe~ce of tilt _Tnfinil vote (6.3 pcr cent of thc all-island tot21 
in 2979) for the parties fro= t!le South w1:ich hopc to contest futr~re predden- 
tial elect:ioils. Clea~ly, the attempts of the mnin Southern patties to zvno 
t+tc Jaffim vc~ter nmst  be viewed in this Iight. 

I 
Whea the DC election resu!ts in Jaffna cre reviewed in ehe context of the I 

z'so~~e comments two further points can be made. Firstly, even in Juae a 
little ovzr 10 per cent of the registered voters supported anti-TULF candidates I 
and, secondly, the TULF did not improve uponits 1977 performance i n  ternw 
of the percentage af ihe registered voters that it polled. Of course, there is 30 
evidence to infer that tile 12 per cent of the voters who voted in 1977 but kept \ 

away in 1981 are mrzinly non-TULF votws or that they would necessaril~l 
support n lcss radical position than that adopted by the TUL,F at present. 
Moreover, in tile light of the events in Jaffna in early June it is doubtful whether 
the UNP or any other party from the South would be able to make, an it; 
own, 3 significant electoral impact in the district in the near future. 

In Mannar, vavuniya add Mui!aitivti -which together will form the electo- 
ral district of k'nnni in future,pzrliameneary elections - the electoral performance 
of the TULF remziced practically unchanged from 1377 to 1981. Neitllei 
is tllcre a,ay significant change in the perforluance of the UNP except for the 
fact that in Mullaitivu where it did not field a candidate in 1977, the party 
iecured 36.6 per cent of the poll in June. 

Thr inierprctztion of the E C  election results in the Eastern Province 
(EP) has be.en coiupliczted by the n~n-participation ~f tbe SLFP and by its 
support for the TUT,T. In all t h r s  districts - Batticaloa, Amparai and Triricona 
lee - the UNP has more or lzss retained the support it got in 1977. Indeed, 
in Amparai and Trlncomalee compared to 1977 it bas illcreased the total vote 
polled. This in itself is of some significaixce since as we shall see below this 
was gecera.lly not the case in the South. The TULF appears to have lost some 
support in Amparai where it polled 25.6 per cent of thp registered vcite in I977 









respect of these six districts in the Soutli ;.nd perhay; of the Soutli 11. ,cnernl. 
H o ~ ~ e v e r ,  the argument bctcomes more complicated dric to thc re~rercll facCx5 
considered below. 

1 
Firstly, one has to explain tiae relatively good performance of tllc UNP 

in Matale, Badulla and A~i:i.radhapura. In Badulla tlzsre is :r significant popu- 
lation sf  Estate Tamils.f"\7len ~on~parec! with the 1976 electoial register 
f on r~~hich t b  1977 election n7as conducted) the 1979 register slims an in.cieasc 
of aE.sut 'IS per cent in the number of registered voters in these districts. This 
is significaaily higher thnn the llatio~lal averagc incrcase of 13.6 per cmt. 
.Thus the inrei-ence is that llitberto disfranckiiscd Estatc Tanlils are entering 
the elecicml registm in significant nuinbr ,~s. '~  h4orcovcr, after 1947 it is i 
only in the !;?st. f im years that represcnhiives of the Eststc Tamil community 
have begun to  stake serious claims .to seals in Parlialllent niid on other elective 
bodies. Thus the voters of this corninunity will perhaps be 1iiol.e motivated t h n ~  
before to exercise their vote. In the coiltext of the abovc dcvcloynlenes it is 
probzble that the UNP3s ally, LIe politic21 wing of the ckylon Workers 
Congress (CWC).20-wilose nominees \Yere on the I-J?".JP list in both districts- 
played an important role in the latter's peirfornlancc in June. Indeed, Badullz 
was the only district in the South vthere the UNP secured more Ifcites in 1981 
( 123, 166) than in 1977 (1 14,042). 

The above-avci-age performaxe of the UNP In Anurddltrrpitrzt-the party 
szcured the support of 45.3 p r  cent of the registerec! vote in  198 1 compared 
with 47.0 per cent in 1977-may probably be due to the favownb!e impact of 
the Accelerated hPzhaveIi F"rogr;zmme on jobs and incomes lo tlie district. 
The same factor probably influenced voter b~_hv iou r  In A4atale. It is also 
useful to note that in the adjacent district of PoIonziaruwa urherc t!le direct 
impact of the Mahaveli is said to be mcrginal the UNP f?.iled t o  do as well. 

18. To the 1981 C~n:us the percentage was 21.1 0/,. B 
19. Of course. this can only bc a tentative co~c!usion. Eve do not have ai: ethnic bra~kdown 

of the voting population. N2ither is an ethnic breakdown of migration nvailzble. 
. Therefore we carmot rule out the possibility Illat the in..rniuation of citizcns into the 

&strict canccmed has boosted the electoral :egistcr. 1-Iowevcr, this is unlikely. . I n  the, 
jniercensal period 1963- -51 Badullii had 2 net out-migration of about  30,000. If the same 
pattern were 20 hold for the late seventies it is likely that at least some fraction of the 
aSove average increase in the voting population of thc district csn bc asijmcd to thc 
enfrachisemcnt of f i t a re  Tamils. Deparr~nsnl of Census and S t~ t i~ t ic j ,  1971 Census 
General Repor!, Colombo, 1978. 

20. The CWC i s  a trade unlon whose rnen~bcrsllrp conz~sts almo-t eniucly OF Estate Tamil 
workers. I 
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TABLE IA 

District Coullcil Elections, 4th Junc 1981-Ra111ts 

U.VP JVP*" 
Tot01 Toral - -  - -  --- 

~,ez i s~rred  s e n / ~  rmter ~ ~ P O  IX ~ : o l e ~  sent.~ 

~ O I C Y S  polled polled 

Sri Lanka 
DISTRTCT 

Colombo 
Gampaha 
Kaiutara 
Matale 
Galle 
Hambantota 
J a h a  
M a m r  
Vavuniyd 
Mullaitivu 
Batticaloa 
h p a r a i  
Trincomalee 
Puttalam 
Anuradhnprlra 
Polonnamwa 
Badulla 

Sri Lanka. . , 
DISTRICT 

Colombo . . 
Garnpaha . . 
Kalutara , . 
Matale . . 
Galle . . 
Hambantola . . . 
Jafina . . 
Mannar . . 
V a v ~ r y a  . . 
Mullaitiw . 
Datticaloa . . 
Arnparai 
Trincolnalee . . 
Puttalanr . . 
Anurarihapnra . 

. . 911,251 16 266,424 121 

. . 778,344 12 250,798 9" 
. . 469,501 8 139,431 6" 
. , 175,225 3 70,773 3% 
, . 183,005 9 146,317 7" 

222,040 3 67,448 2" 
, , 463,414 I0 23,302 0 
. , 38,680 4 14,713 2 
. . 38,011 4 10,976 2 
. . 31,802 4 8,451 2 
. . 157,765 3 31,664 I 
. . 185,286 4 91,247 3" 
. . 119,872 2 42,388 1 
. . 243,581 4 75,387 2" 

245,950 6 [11,743 S* 

. . 112,411 - 2  38,271 2* 
. . 255,749 8 123,166 6" 

TLILF TC SLFP 
- - - 

votes seals votes s.:'olr vores sent.~ 

polled polled pn [led 
468,560 20 36,417 0 9.951 0 
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