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Television
SRI LANKA

Television first came to Sri Lanka
in April 1979 in the form a of pri-
vate commercial TV station which
has now beentaken over by the state.
Work on the big national network
scheduled to come into operation in
1981 is now going on apace. Thisspe-
cial report inthe* Economic Review”’
deals with the varied aspects of the
introduction of TV to Bri Lanka. It
deals with the technological history
of Television, its affinity with other
older forms of presenting an image,
(see box o1 page 10 gnd 11) its
cultural impact both positive and
negative, its economies and its future
as & medium. Television is an excit-
ing and a controversial medium and
vhere is a large literature on it in the
developed countries. We hope that
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this issue will provide the essential
background for informed opinion
and debate inthe Bri Lankan context.

The Story of TV— The Early Years

In the industrialised nations of
the world, particularly the North
American and European continents
and Japan, the most modern of
communication media—television—
has been in existence and thriving for

a little less than 30 years. However,
preliminary work on T.V. or as it

was then called, the “magic box”,
has been attributed to a 19th cen-
tury Berlin student—Paul Nipkow—
who had conceived the idea in order
to transmit a picture by electric
current ; it would have to be diffused
into tiny points, brighter and dimmer
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ones similar to reproducing a news-
paper picture. His primitive equip-
ment were a disc-shaped cardboard
containing a chain of minute holes
arranged in the form of a spiral
near the edgo of the disc and a rect-
angular receiving screen. The pic-
ture to be transmitted had to be
“‘scanned’’ continuously by the holes
in the fast-rotating disc.

Young Nipkow was granted a
patent for his invention in 1884, but
he did not have the necessary re-
sources to pursue this project and he
went in for a job as a railway sig-
nalling engineer after he had let the
world know of his invention. Inthe
next decade, a British scientist, Sir
William Crookes, invented the
Cathode Ray Tube (CRT) which
basically is a device to change elec-
trical energy into light and through
which a stream of electrons flow.
The tube was subsequently con-
verted into a mass means of con-
trolling electrical fluctuations at
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great speed. In the same decade,
Professor Ferdinand Braun of Btras-
bourgh University got the idea of
coating the inside of the wide end
of the CRT with some fluroescent
emulsion so that the beam or stream
of olectrons hitting it would be more
visible. The “Braun” tube was
meant for other scientific resesrch.
Ten years later an English inventor,
A. A. Campbell Swinton improved
on the “Braun Tube” which was
later to become the “heart” of his
experimental TV system. Today the
front end of this same flourescent
tube has become our TV receiver
screen. The new communica-
tions system still had a host of
imperfections. John Logie Baird,
tho son of a Scottish clergyman, who
had given up his career as an engi-
neer because of poor health, stepped
in with the meagre resources at his
disposal. With a heap of odds and
ends purchased from a Hastings

junk shop, Baird succeeded after

two years of experimentation, to
transmit the flickering shadow of a
cross over a distance of nearly 6
yards. Inthe process he accidentally
touched & naked wire almost killing
himself and fellin a heap. The local
newspaper published the sensational
story of the TV inventor and the
World Press played it up across the
continents. Band moved to Boho
and in his attic, worked frantically
on his still imperfect device. He
succeeded in tranesmitting the im-
pression of the head of a doll with
overy one ofthe dol’s features clearly
visible in the roceived picture.
Baird’s instant reactions was that
he ran next door, brought in an
office tea-boy, William Taynton, and
substituted his face for the doll.

And thus, Tea-boy Taynton earned
the unique distinetion in history of
owning the first human face to be
televised. Baird’s original apparatus
and the doll are still exhibited at the
South Kensingtor Science Museum
inEagland. InJanuary, 1926, Baird,
well on the way to further success,
demonstrated his invention to dis-
tinguished members of the Royal
Institute. He had managed to prove
for the first time that it was possible
to photograph and reproduce moving
scenes instantly. His .financial
trouble ended and next came the
“Baird Company”. By 1925 Baird
had built o respectable looking
model at his new laboratory in

4

TV IN S8RI LANKA

The outlines of the TV systems being
introduced into Sri Lanka are now known.
There will be in essence two networks:
the national network and the other a pri-
vate one, The government network will
have two main transmitters located at
Pidurutalagala and at Kokuvil in the
North. 1In addition there will be a low
power station in Kandy. These stations
will cover 87 percent of the area of the
island containing 84 percent of the popu-
lation. Initially it is expected that the
national network would limit itself to a
two-hour transmission in the morning
beaming educational material and to
two to three hours of entertainment
material in the evening. .

The studio centre for the national net-
work will be located in Colombo and
would have a capacity to produce pro-
grammes for a duration of five to six
hours. This centre will be connected to
the Pidurutalagala transmitting station by
a microwave line. This studio will con-
trol and supervise the transmitting station
at Pidurutalagala.

Sri Lanka is going straight to the colour
TV system on the assumption that black
and white TV first introduced and later
converted into colour would be very
costly. Sri Lanka uses the PAL 625
system developed initially by Telefunken
of Germany and now standard ip most
parts of the World apart from France and
Eastern Eurcpe which uses the French
SECAN system.

TV SEOADCASTING NETWORK

The national TV network is being pro-
vided by an outright gift worth Rs. 270
million - by the Japanese government
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. TV BROADCASTING NI WORK

(See box on page 6) and will be operatio-
nal by mid 1981, The private TV system
(which has since then been acquired by go-
vernment)began transmitting in April1979
from a small transmitter at Pannipitiya.
This was intended to be a forerunner to the
national network for introducing TV as a
gnedmm to the public and for initiating
infrastructure development for the new
medjum. The Jatter was to include dealers
and service personnel as well as adver-
tising material., Defned in these terms,
this exercise has proved a considerable
success with several TV dealers already
in business and many newcomers coming
into the field every month,

L/

The biggest problem for TV in a Third
World country like Sri Lanka would be
programme malerial (software) and not
so much the technicalities of setting up a
TV network. It is cheaper to buy soft-
ware from abroad with the obvious impli-
cations that the packages so bought
would not necessarily fit requirements of
local audiences, The effects and impli-
cations of such influcnces are well known
and have been often documented else-
where as we have indicated in other mate-
rial in this issue,

The Ministry of State is attempling to
give serious attention to the problem of
software by means of the National Tele-
vision Planning Centre, The Centre is
expected to come up with ideas as to
what must go into TV in fields such as ag-
riculture, education etc, The organisa-
tional mechanism for this is to be by
drawing specialists from various govern-
ment organisations, as well as by inter-
national agencics who will provide a
“think tank” for the industry.
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Long Acre, London, from where he
was transmitting pictures to New
York and even to a liner in mid-
Atlantic.

Later Developments

BBC Radio which was then mono-
polising radio transmission clashed
headlong with Baird. Radio was
their monopoly communication sys-
temand Baird’s TV was an ‘intruder’.
The British Parliament appointed a
Commission to study the matter and
thus by a decree of 1929, the BBC
was forced by Parliament to start
experimental transmissions with
Baird’s equipment: though regular
BBC Television service transmission
began only in 1936.

The Radio Corporation of Ameri-
ca (RCA), Marconi Company and
the Electrical and Musical Industries
{EMTI), not to be outdone, were now
becoming formidable rivals to the
BBCand in 1939 the National Broad-
casting Corporation (NBC) began a
regular television broadcasting ser-
vice in the United Btates. Baird’s
Bystem was based on the mechanical
scanning and re-assembling of pic-
tures which limited their “‘definition”
the number of light points trans-
mitted which in turn formed lines—
as each revolution of the scanning
disc was one picture line. The most
the Baird’s disc could subsequently
produce was 240 lines. The UB
Radio Companies were working on a
completely different system of pro-
ducing picture lines through the
genius of a Russian-born American
inventor, Dr. V. K. Zworgkin, who
invented an electronic TV camera
known as the “Iconoscope”. This
“Rlectronic Gun”, as technicians
called it, is an electronic replica of
the human eye. The lens cast the
image of what it sees on a plate
inside & vacuum tube. The main
part of the receiving set is a large
cathode-ray tube, whose wide end,
with its flourescent coating, provides
the screen on which the televised pic-
ture appears. As against the 240,
lines that Baird was able to produce
the new iconoscope worked with
405 lines and therefcre gave a much
clearer defined image. Bubt it was
withthis that the world’s firsbregular
television service in Northern Lon-
don began on November 2, 1936.
For a while the BBC alternated bcth
systems—that of Baird and the
Iconoscope, but months later, the
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Baird dropped out oftherace. TV as
a public service in Britain had just
passed its experimental stage when
the second world war broke out in
1939 and the BBC television service
was closed down for security reasons.
It was resumed only in 1946 and in
1948 the first live “‘outside’ brcad-
cast was televised in Britain. By an
Act of Parliament, the BBCs mcno-
poly was broken when a rival tele-
vision network—Independent Tele-
vigion Authority was established in
the mid-fiftiesand financed solely by
advertising. Their news service, how-
ever, was to be the responsibility of a
separate, non-profit making ccm-
pany, namely, Independent Tele-
vision News (ITN). Around this
time British, American, Japanese,
French and German laboratories
were frantically working on ways
and means of introducing colcur
television, the basic principle being
that instead of one electr¢nic gun as
used in black and white telgvision,
there had to be three electronic guns
in the camera, one for each of the
primary colours—red, green and
blue. The first regular trgnemissicn
of colour television pictures began
in UBA in 1955.

‘When in the early 1950’s,the Ame-
ricans offered to the world their
NTBC system, other ccuntries not
to be outdone had to join the race.
These countries were divided in
their preferences; in 1966 Great
Britain and the Federal Republic of
Germany began colcur brcadcastirg
in the PAL system, while in the
same year France and the Scviet
Union also introduced colcur adcpt-
ing the SECAM system. Earlier in
the USA public broadcastirg had
begun in 1954 using the NTEC sys-
tem. This same system was adcpted
by Japan, where it came into sexvice
in 1960. The Japanese however,
hastened the manufacture of re-
ceivers for all thcse systems. Bri-
tain’s BBC and ITV began their re-
gular colour TV service only in 1966,
though the British colour TV system
was demonstrated as early as 1957.
By the 1970s one or the other of the
three TV systems was beirg adcpted
by all countries that had introduced
television.

Inthe early years, TV prcgrammes
were relayed either live, or recciced
on film and then fed into the trans-
mitter by a special projectcr. But in

Overspending on Antennas

Professor K. K. Y. W, Perera, Profes-
sor of Electrical Engineering at the
Moratuwa University has calculated that
an antenna correctly tuned to the channel
12 of the present T.V, station could be
manufactured for about Rs, 60/-, In
fact_a leading local manufacturer is
retailing these for about Rs. 100/-, Yet,
there are costly imports and attempts to
oversell antennas: some imported
costing as high as Rs. 2,000/~ together
with a booster (the cost of a cheap
black and white set). These eapensive
imported antennas could marginally in-
crease reception because of the extra
reflectorsused. However, they couldalso
absorb a high degree of random noise,
tending to blur the picture. Simple
advice: Buy or manufacturc your own
low cost antenna with a few feet of alu-
minium tubing and a short PVC pipe.

1953, the Radio Corporation of
America (RCA) brought abeut a
major revoluticn in the field of re-
cording by the intrcducticn ¢f the
video-tape or magnetic tape on
which programmes cculd be re-
corded in beth black/white ard
colcur. One ofthe pioneers of video-
tape was A. M. Poniato ff,an Ameri-
can engineer of Russian parentage
whose original magnetic tape call(d
AMPEX is ncw a worldwide hcuse-
hold word. AMPEX stands fcr his
initials. By 1960, when BEC TV
moved into its TV Centre in White
City, West London, fcurteen Ampcx
recorders had already been installcd.

The search continued for o wider
and new variety of uses of TV. One
more lanCmark in TV histcy was
notiched up when Telestar the ecm-
munication satellite that was pcsi-
tioned in orbit made possible the
first transatlantic trarsmissicn. It is
today receiving and transmittirg pro-
grammes frcm North America to
Eurcpe and vice versa. But in 1866
the satellite, Early Bird started the
age of the ‘synchrcncus’ satellite—
apparently stancirg still abcve the
earth so that it is continually within
range of its grcund staticus, yet in
fact keepirg pace with the rctaticn
of our planet at a hcight of 36,700
km. abeve it. With the gracual
spread of TV to neerly a Lundred
countries, there are tccey deozens of
ccmmunicaticn satellites whese TV
signals are picked up by disc-shaped
earth aerials installcd in all cunti-
nents. Fience and Brituin are ex-
perimenting with a joint satellite and
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by roxt yeszr there cculd well be

owwr 200 such pieces of hardware
orbitirg cr heveri mg high in the sky.

‘ol-vision’s mea’re‘t memert to-
(‘me, however is undoubtedly link d
to the histcric landing of the first
man on the moon. Neil Amistnong
weg 384,000 km. distant frcm carth
~bthe time that live pictures frem an
mitomstic camera, set rear the
lancing-module, were seen by mere
than an estimet: d 600 millicn people
At Parkes, Australin, a 70m-wide

* ratiotelescope picked up the signals,
converted them into television micre-
waves and sent them via satellite to
Hougtan, Texas, frem where they
were instantly loycd to the whole
W ild TV’a pe ctential to change
-man’s life-style is porhaps limitless,
and the comimunications satellite,
furthor impreved, is bound. to be its
clesest ally, for as US President

“‘Johnson once said : “The communi-
estiony  satellite kncws no  gee-

© gesiphic beundary, is dependent on -

no cable, owes allegiance .to no
single nguag,o or pclitical philc-
quphy

By the c.,ily 70s the total number

uf veceivers in use threughcut the
i was abont 275 millicn, mere

‘ bhu.n two third of these being used in
the »ffluent industrialiscd: countrics.
Mare than 1/3 of these 275 million
veore in the United States, 18 millicn
inthe Uwit ucl Kirgdom, 8 millicn in
Canada, 25 millicn in Japan, -28
million in France, 70 millicn in
Woest Germary and. 10 millicn in
Ibaly. At this stage the technically
more Lepb.tcd. colour television was

also beginnirg to replace the stan- .

dm d black and white receiver. In

|JAPANESE TV AID

- The Govcrnn*ent ofJapan ‘has gl"mted
Aid.to the value of Rs. 269,23 million to
the Government of Sri Lanka towards re-
inforcing and expanding the island’s TV
network. The folowing sums of money
have been set apart for this project:

Buildings and T_owcrs Rs. 116.700 m.

Equipment .. .. Rs. 123042 m.
Installation .. .. Rs. 19816 m.
Consultancy .. Rs. 9672 m.

The Government has already called for
quotations from recognised TV establish- |
mentsin Japan in order to carry out the
installation work. Tt is exnccted that
Japanese TV experts will act as consul:
tants to this projcct.

TOWARDS FUTURE TV

By using the colom TV system Sri
Lanka’s 1'V has leaped over the black
and white stage (although a ¢ritical analy-
sis of the economics or colour television
" versus black and white for a poor third
world country might indicate a different
choice). In technical laboratonies all
over the world—as well as in a small
production unit of electronic companies—
there is underway the development of
new television possibilities that could be-
come standara fare in. the industrialised
countries within the next decade or so.
We document some oi these,”

Worldwide TV reeepnon based on
satellite transmission. Present television
transmissions are lifnited to line-of-sight
transmission which means that a country
“has to be dotted with micro-wave re-
peating stations. Satellite transmissions
that exists today are those capable of
being received by only a large antenna
asthe oncat Padukka. In the {uturesmall
home antennas pointed towards a geo-
stationary satellite could receive broad-
casts directly from all parts of the world.
Possibilities of tuning to the world ser-
vices now restricted only to short wave
radio would thus extend to TV.

Cabl¢- television is today used in the

grammes to homes thus making possiblc
an array of programmes. Optical fibres
which are'about a size of a human hair

of information channels. This would
allow several television shows as well as
linking the TV-to a computing centre
with a large Data bank. Such a link
when combined with a home computer
(home computers have now come down

US for transmitting several video pro-

can be used to transmit a large number .

drastically’in price; sonic-how cosf not
more than a colour televmon set). should:
allow a. total electronic information and'.
contro} system within the house..

The availability of multi-channel, TV
would lessen the propaganda confrol of
TV to some extent.' Cable television
could always have some degree of talk- -
backso thata participatory system would
result. |

3D AnD WALI. TV: Expemmenls in
holography micro-miniaturisation and the
use of liquid crystals have brought closcly
the television set hung en.a'wall (hke a
picture) with a three dimensional image.
These developments could mature within
the next decade with mass productlon
~ecurring in the 1990s. .

The existing video casscttes aré expen- '

sive and cumbersome and several manu-
factures have experimented with cheaper
video cassettes and with laser operated
discs. This would allow films.or other
programmes being reproduced at the
home television ‘ cheaply like present
sound discs and sound cassettes..

IV Gawmrs: There are already m Sn
Lanka television games costing ’ about
Rs. 300/- that can be plugged-ioii to a -
. Television set for playing games of skill.
In the industrialised world the number of
more sophisticated TV games allowing
much more excitemcnt and'.challenge -
when connected to a micro-check infor-
mation processor are on the" market
“These allow games like chess-or ganies of
str'\tegy like war games. These at the,
moment are expensive, but witl the rapid.
drop in prices now occurring they may
be afforded by large scgments of the Sri
Lankan populauon in the not’too distant
future.

the early 70s mcre than 40 miliicn
colour sets were in the world. Oftlis
more than -31 million were in the

United Btates where the purcha-

sers of celour televisicn sets were
exceeding sales cf dcmestieally
manufactured black ard white, 5
milligr. were in. Japan ard the cthers

in West Germary, Canada ard Italy.

TV AND VIOLENCE

Does the content of violence in
TV programmes have a detrimertal
effect. cr influence upon chilcren?

'Where. cnee the debate in Bri
Larkd was confined to determining
whather this country sheuld embark
onthe TV project, it has now appa-
rently ehnfed to ascertainirg the
kird cof pregrammes thet ehewld be
SCTOGT o(‘ in. view cf the peseible
(,i! children ‘and  ycuth.
‘rcro S i | v pregreammes Sre pre.

N

sentcd in Sii Larks fron arcund:

6 p.m. to 10 pm—what in TV
parlance ‘is called Prime time’in
countries Where Tol(vigicn is a night
and day sffeir. Ay the Becretary.
Mn ity of State, recorlir merkee :
“We are preser tl) tovirir
the pepuler Amerieen pregizmmes
cf the early s vindics, but negotia-
ticns are current:y o r with A view
to c.-bt:'-ii‘;ir.g scme of the mere
poruler ]\1(,,(,1‘ 2omes frem Agian
ccvntries .such
Thailard,
Pere.”’

Cemmuricaticrs
the Urited States, Cr

‘.?.d"' .B] it (\fn,

Jeper ete. Lave, €urirg the pust two-

(oc.c‘u or mcre, u\(uct(c (X-
houstive ,r('-."'r,auh (T Pregralmes
whese ceriert 5 hove b((l‘ citego-
rised as “len: 1 Viclrd” ord 'n‘r«t
viclent”. One xemple (f » Jro-
gramme which is ~?11r<~r-.f ¥ beirg
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as Malaysin, Jepan,
Hengkeng arc‘ Smc..-'

reecarchegrs in'

it ta 4 2 fa 4 £ a i A altoa .

s

V’—-ﬂ’ : s A d & & a2 A& 144 AT A K 4 L ek M w arth K . o4 Ara L
i A -~ L

M’f


http://me.ro
http://Ki.viE.lus
http://decad.es
http://ccnd.ucte.-d-'
http://cor.tcr.tr

¥ I A0 2L BNTE ol AN A e 2 T T,
~

w-rialisech i 8,4 L.nka is ‘Mannix.’
Alult vicwors here. who have had
occasiolt 50 wiew this parcticular
programme neafl not necessarily be
tommuni¢_Sion resenrchers in order
to confirm thep ‘Marnix’ has many
momnts of intense viclonee, but
wast ill-effocts such viclorco could
have or a child's mind has become
th: subject of reserrch already:.

In 1979, up’roxlm&tely a.decado .
ago, thres professional communi- °

cators from the University <f Min-
nestota-Rindal Murray, Richaod
Cole and Fred Fellur conductud
uxbesimental stuCios on the effuet of
TV violence on children. The
rllowiag methcdology wes edopt-
¢, A Minneapolis high school with
812 students from Giade 9 to
G.ade 12 wus selected in part be-
ciusg it aipad at a racial and socic-
ceonomic mixtby bringing in stu.
dents from  varisua ' backgrourds.
The stucy was congucted ir threc
phaasas, the first t defire (a) ‘viol-
ence’ s ol (b) rata the violont content
of TV progiammes, the sceend (a)
to asrataln & vielinee cxpesure
stuty for each student in the sample
and (b) to gatacr data on variablcs
to’ ba analysad with viewing: of
vi lant and non-vislart content;and
the final phase to determine what
sype of conbent, students with high
and low violent scores recalled from
programm s viewed the provious

iignt. Sinee polls alrexdy confirmed

that ‘ceenagurs ore more apt to
w.tch TV, during the evening hours
than at any time during the day, the
re4enren team selscted prime time—
6.30 p.m. so 10.p.m. for their study.
I order to simplify data-collscting
procedures, they selected at rand.om,
teenage judges from among the
samplo,  Tiese 41 judges defined
threc types of violance, namcly
physical. mental and verbal.

Paysica) violenes constiiuted vio-
lvnee to & person, noted damage to
oroperty apd. harm to animals,
ricts, breaking wirdows ete. Mental
violence, munpjog psychological «r
cmobionel agpeets of viclence, waos
dofized variotsly £s anxiety or fear,

hatrod  or prdjudice, jealougy .cr -

ueead, Vorbal wiclence was de;
o5 ‘hesh swearing, verbal sttacks,
name-collirg be.  “Least Violant”
aarh “Most Violaut® content scores
wepo radetd oo 1-0 eontinuum.
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The over-iding garernliy in ihe
defiviticns wos that viclpee s
‘senseluss and irmaticral’ ar.d usually
ceeurs without good reascn. Ros-
pondents listed 20 reguler pro-
grammes £s “least violent’, which
included Family Affair, The Carol
Bwnett 8how, This is Tom Jois,
Here’s Lucy and the Music Scere.
The violence rating for thego pro-
grammes ranged frem 1 to 1.4565.

Out of the 20 ‘Most Violent pro-
grammes listed. the FBI prugramm.
headcd with a violonee yuting of 3.4,
Hiw:ii Five-0 (8.3) and Mannix
(3.2). One significant firdirg was
that the mal: reepoudats recallcd
mere violenee than fomales did.

Bimilar siwtics caricd cut on TV
violenee huve brought (vt findings
indicating that violcnee miy “cor.
tribute to the riving rate «f juverile
delnquency by chowing mcthods
uscd by crimirals ar.d by pres nting
crime 88 & comm.n and sometimes
accgptable. activity, recuce the
samount of time that children spenu
in more Cesirable activitivg, indueg
paseivity, inercoec tolBich, sAve ay
an escape from rezlity and disiups
normal family relitisuship. 8uch
stucies have alse revealed that (1)
children devcte a significant portion
of their free time to TV viewing and
(2) programmos shown on TV fre-
quently portrey viclert acts and (3)
programme sporsors ubtain maxi-
mum commercial benefits through
advertising «f produets when the
content of vi.lenee is 2t its mexi-
mum. Howevir, like the execpticn
to the rule, the cngeing American
TV programme, “ALL IN THE
FAMILY” which hus boen roted ais
least vivlent, is belicvud to be the
most popular family ontertainmerdt
pregramme  threughout  North
Arcerica.

If the forcgeivg fiadirgs are any
indicaticn of the possible cffect «f
violent progremme ccidert cn teen-
agers, rescarchers might «xpect to
find that teenagers. including Bri
Lankans, who spend ¢ grest Ceal of

-time watchirg TV, ot the experse «f

study-time, particular]ly vicl ot pro-
grammeg;’ pessess  chejuctepistics
notably differcnt frem these teeli-

.agers Who prefer lees vielat pre-

grammes.  Otlier stucdice hive den
conCucted o thie characteristics of
both, cdulls ane teenngory and thore

TV-SNIPPETS FROM
AROUND THE WORLD
USA

A is generally accepted that Yele-
vision i largely instrumeatal in re-
shaping American politics, Americin
society and Amcrican manaels, Accot-
qaing to & survey made on the “viewng”
babits of the American peoplc, it 1
concluded that very few arc very far
from & 1V set un the United States.
By mid 1970s some 95 percent of all
American housc holds bad at least one
television set; these scts, on the averugs,
were wuraed on about six hours per day.
The television sel, on the avcrage,
tlickered more for women than ior
men, molrc for peoplc over S0 than
uader 50, It appears accordingly that
for most Americans Television watching
in the mid-1¥70s has become the most
frequent activity aftcr work and slecp.

JAPAN

Television wus introduced (0 Japan
in 1953—nearly 28 yoars atter the instia-
tionr of Japan’s first public radio broad-
casts, Today, T.V. Stations arc cven
more deasely established than radio;
and a national administrative pro-

¢ easures that at minimum, three
‘felevision swations onc for NHK—
Nippon Hoso Kyoki—Japan Broad-
casting system, one commercial siation
and one NHK—educational operated
in each of Japan's 47 prefectures. In
such major cities as Tokyo, Osaka,
Kyoto, there is often a widc selection of
TV broadcasting—Tokyo itself is pro-
vided with seven channels.

INDIA

TV was first introduced in lndia in
1959, on an experimenial basis, spon-
sored by the UNESCO. At prescnt
there are 84 Akashavam (Radio stations
and 13 Doordarshan Kendras (Centres).
Akashavam covers 76.27; of the arca
and 87-75 of the population, in contrast
to Doordarshan which covers 8% of
the area and 14.Y of the population. The
daily radio broadcast output extcnds
over 252,743 hours in 25 Indian and
foreign languages and 136 dialects.
Doordarshan transmissions extend over
38 hours in 12 languages.

{ore their preferarec fir citker leeri
violent er moest viol1t progii i
It has boeen hypoticdizee dai (1
respondents  frem procdemirerey
male households tene (o viow e
violert pregremmes (2) the roverse
anplics to preComivartly  fem b
househaolGy (3) peisc 1y who precie
their religicus fainh regularly witct
fewer Violevt progremmes ant (4)
colatr-sct viewers recall more vie-
et inecidentr then black whitc
viewers. '
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TV : THE TUBE OF ILLUSIONS
Tran Van Dinh

Professor Tran Van Dinh of the Depart-
ment of Pan-African Studies, Temple
University, Philadelphia, USA, wrote. this
Jor the Review at the end of 1977, before
it was decided to have TV in Sri Lanka.

In August 1976, as a scholar specialized
in the study of the non-aligned movément,
- 1 .visited Sri Lanka to observe the Sth

Non-Aligned Summit meeting. Upon my
return to the United States, 1 discovered,
without much surprise though, that a
conference assembling 86 heads of state
or government of the Third World, was
practically ignored by the American mass
"media. The only article of some length
datelined Colombo, which appeared in
The Washington Post of August 20, 1977
was by its Southeast correspondent, Jay
Mathews who visited Sri Lanka supposed-
ly to cover the Summit meeting. Instead,
he wrote a piece. titled: LAND WITH-
OUT ITELEVISION with a subtitle:
“Deprived Sri Lankans Survive by
Talking, Reading and Smashing a Festive
Coconut”, The article revealed a fact
which - also _impressed me most ‘during
my stay in Sri Lanka, that “Sri Lankans
are proud of their high literacy rate and
tuition-free school systems. Even in
ramshackle villages, teenagers can be
seen leaning against coconut trees looking
at newspapers.” Jay Matthews who
observed that “in the rest of Asia, tele-
vision has become either a government
propaganda tool or a bonanza for busi-
nessnen With lots of commercials and
second-run American ‘television series”
asked people in Sri Lanka “why they
haven’t yet succumbed to the worldwide
addictjon to television?”” The answer was
“their debt-ridden economy simply can’t
afford it”, but they offered other reasons
for putting it low on their list of priori-
ties”, Some said that “television in what-
ever form would be -too powerful a
weapon in the hands of an unscrupulous
government, Some government officias
think it would distract people from their
work™. -

Matthews of The Washington Post in
his article also referred to a “lecture by a
Buddhist scholar published in the “Ceylon
Daily News”. The unnamed scholar was
quoted as having said that “tejevision is
just a medium of projecting consumer
society ideals to the masses and it should
be kept out of Sri Lanka because it only
satisfies and encourages one’s craving and
the well-being of others tends to be
neglected.”

LAND - .WITHOUT TELEVISION
attracted a great deal of interest and
admiration for the sagacity of the govern-
ment and the people of Sri Lanka, and
when I was finally identified as the Bud-
dhist scholar cited in the article , I be-
came a sort of celebrity among my
students and my colleagues in the com-
munications’ field. I was invited to talk
about the LAND WITHOUT TELE-
VISION. My study on BUDDHIST-

TAOIST VIEW OF TELEVISION pub-
lished in the April and May 1976 issues
of World Buddhism was reprinted by the
thousands and circulated.

I mentioned the above article and its

- effect just to show the prevailing fecling

in the United States, the TV land of the
world, that TV has become a necessary
evil, the producer of illusions par excel-
lence. Thoughtful Americans, serious
communications’ researchers, are deeply
concerned about TV’s harmful effects on
peoples, especially on peoples of the
Third World whose major task is how to
deal with the realities of underdevelop-
ment and poverty resulting from cen-
turies of Western colonial exploitation
and cultural domination, rather than to be
obsessed by the idea of “catching up with
the West in every domain”. They would
be frightened at the spectacle of these
countries thoughtlessly embracing TV
the way they have consumed Coca and
Pepsi Colas,

In the United States, the forces leading
the fight against TV are the Christian
churches. In a study published in the
respected ecumenical weekly, The Chris-
tian Century, titled: MASS MEDIA’S
MYTHIC WORLD: AT ODDS WITH
CHRISTIAN VALUES, Mr. William
F. Force, Assistant Secretary General for
Communication at the (US) National
Council of Churches, defines TV as
s‘indeed a window on the world. But a
window by its very nature selects only a
small piece of reality, And though its glass
is transparent, it shuts out heat and cold,
noise and smells: like the tinted glass in
today’s buses and airports, it may totally
change the colour of everything, ‘‘out
there”. TV acts as a filter, selecting
images, extracting  unplegsant (and
pleasant) elements, colouring - others, and
making a whole world seem real to us
when it is in fact nothing more than bright
phosphors dancing on a piece of glass.’
He then cited two well-known scientists
who have studied the effects of TV:
“Rudolf Arnheim, author of Visual
Thinking, says that a child who eaterS
school today faces” a 12 to 20 year
apprenticeship in alienation”. He points
out that as soon as a child learns to name
something, he_or she begins to separate
the self from it, and before long, learns
to handle words and concepts, but at the
risk of becoming from the
object talked about: The child learns to
manipulate 2 world of words and num-
bers, but he or she does not learn to expe-
rience the real world. The child has been
conditioned to live in our culture.
Exposure to television for hours every-
day simply further separates youngsters
from the world of réality, or rather creates
a new reality. Abraham Moles, Director
of the Social Psychology Institute at
Strasbourg, points out “while television
has been a cultural life buoy for farmers,
lonely people and the impoverished, it has
at the same time been a pressure towards
the bangl and also constricting for those
already experiencing a communication-rich
life. But in both cases, as the individual

is exposed more and more to TV, he or she
is a bit less able to differentiate between
the flctional universe and the real world”.
Although research continues to deter-
mine with more precision the effects of
TV, the consensus in the US, the Mecca
of TV, is that TV has and is causing
serious damages to people, especially
to children, Dr., George Gerbner, Dean
of the School of Communication of the
University of Pennsylvania, one of the
major centres of communications’® re-
search, differentiated TV with other
media. He wrote, “Television is different
Jfrom all other media. From the cradle to
the grave, it penetrates nearly every home
in the land, Unlike the newspapers and the
magazines, television does not require
literacy. Unlike the movies, it runs conti
nuously, and once purchased, costs almost
nothing. Unlike radio, it can show as well
as tell. Unlike the theatre or movie, it does
not reguire leaving your home. With vir-
tually unlimited access, television both
precedes literacy and increasingly pre-
empts it.”. A result of his most ‘recent
research shows that “television dramat-
caily demonstrates the power of authority
in our society, and the risks involved in
breaking society’s rules, Violence-filled
programs show who gets away with what,
and against whom. It teaches the role of
victim, and the acceptance of violence
as a social reality we must learn to live
with—or flee from. We have found that
1ip‘;a':)lple \ﬂlo watch a Jot of TV see the
world as more dangerous and frigh-
tening than those who watch very little.
Heavy viewers are less trustful of their:
fellow citizens and more fearful of the
real world”, Marie Winn, well-known
for her books for children and parents
sces, in her receat work: The Plug-In
Drug, the similarity between drug taking -
and TV watching and concludes that,
“TV keeps half of the world in diapers”.
The adverse social effects of TV are best
demonstrated indirectly by the citizens of
a small town named Essex in California.
They cannot receive TV signals because
it is located in the mountainous Mojav
Desert. The result is that in that town
“everyone knows everyone”. Kids are
forced to talk with parents. Without TV
people go out and make friends”, re
ll)grt?g_’tge New York Times of December

Despite a]l the known negative effects
of Tv, the TV industry in the United
States continues to prosper and it is the
most. profitable commercial venture.
(CBS Total Sales in 1976, 2.23 billion
dotlars). It is intoxicated with a sense of
‘imperial power’ as US TV programs like
Coca and Pesi colas, have Denetrated
almost al] corners of the earth, A TV
producer: Gene Roddenberry (his famous
creation was Star Trek) recounted in an .
interview in the Penthouse Magazine of
March 1976: [ sat in a meeting many
Years ago where one of the heads of syndi-
cation was talking to some other syndi-
cators. They were discussing the sales of
programmes in Africa. At that time
Africa had newly emerging states in
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turmoil, He said: “Don’t give me the
armies of Africa, 1 don’t need the control
of the governments. You give me tele-
vision in Africa for ten years and in ten
years I will own the Continent.”

Today, many countries in Africa arc
having £V, and although CBS or NBC
or ABC has not yet owned the Alrican
contineat, T'V’s entry into Africa has pro-
duced most disturbing initial effects. In
‘Zanzibar' which is the first and only
place so far which has colour TV, the
people remain very poor and “the same
villages that have TV sets also have shops
that stock littie more than cooking oil
and cigarettes and sometimes, the cook-
ing oul runs short, Every aight at 7.30
p.m, as children fall silent and old men
gaze quizzically, 2¢ howrs of TV pro-
grammung begns”, according to the
Wasnington Post of Qctober 135, 1977,
“In Dar-es-Salaam, self-proclaimed revo-
lutionaries mix freely with bjue-jean clad
youths whose main pPreoccupation seems
to be catching the latest Bruce Lee
Kung-fu movie, stated the same source.
In Japan, the TV Jand of the non-western
world (almost all households have a TV
set, 957 colour) “the poor watch TV
over twice as much as the middle class™,
and according to Mrs. Kimiko Takizawa,
leader of the Society for Responsible TV,
TV is “a drug for the Japanese. It is also
becoming a social and political problem’

“How could it resist the Americani-
zation of TV in the long run?’ Needless
to add that: “Television is expensive. The
sets are expensive; production is expen-
sive: It requires a great dea} of electricity
and employs vast amounts of talent in
writing, in acting, in repair and majnte-
naance, Whenever the government has
Kkept television non-commercial, financing
has been difficult, for the cost of keeping
an adequate supply of interesting material

in production to fill the air waves for.

many hours a day is horrendous”, These
words are from a leading, conservative
American communication scholar, Dr,
Ithiel de Sola Pool of the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology in “Moderni-
zation: The Dynamics of Growth.

While going over the parts of this
article dealing with the effects of TV,
I can see how the people of Sri Lanka,
armed with their common sense and their
Buddhist heritage, have reached most of
the same conclusions, as they expressed
to Washington Post correspondent by
Jay Matthews, and researchers in the
US have spent years and millions of
dollars to discover, I sincerely hope that
Sri Lanka will remain a LAND WITH-
OUT TELEVISION, and with a vigo-
rously literate and politically alert popu-
lation it has today.

she writes in the Atlas World Press Review
July 1977.

The damaging effects of the cultural
penetration of Latin America by US
telecorporations, TV programs and
foreign branches of Madison Avenue
advertising agencies are well documented
and examined by Professor Alan Wells,
a British-born, American educated socio-
logist in his book Picture Tube Imperial-
ism? The Impact of US Television on
Latin America.

On a personal level and as a Buddhist
who oddly enough realizes the profound
truth and reality of the human coadition
in the teachings of the Buddha while
living in tho TV land of USA, I believe
that TV, by promoting selfish cravings,
creating thought-fragmentation and pre-
venting concentration-meditation, is es-
sentially anti-Buddhist and is an obstacle
of any human being’s ecalightenment,
While Buddhism searches for the Ulti-
mate Truth and Reality, TV intrinsicaly
creates Myth, Magic, Monotony, leading
to ignorance, surrender and blind accep-
tance of oppression.

I am not unrealistic or unscientific~
minded enough to say that Third World
countries should never use TV as a com-
munication medium. I would simply
submit that before a country decides to
enter the TV land, unde; any form,
government-owned or private owned,
with or without advertising, commercial
or educational, it must find the concrete

Duspite these bulanced studics,
the issue remains controversial and
often clouded by emotion. Re-
searchers have cither hypothesized
or drawn conclusions on the offect
of violent programme content (n
both adult and tecnager by the wee of
a standard setof variables emhacing
a Person’s social, economical reli-
gious and cultural background. In
Bri Lanka social studies resetrchers
commonly use the variables of
nationality, sex, language, age. reli-
gion, rural, urban or urban residence,
degree of education, nuclear fomily
or extended family, nature of em-
ployment, income levels cte.

Bince Bri Lanka TV cwrently
reaches only & very limited number
of homes and the programmes are
televised exclusively inEnglish, thve
‘language’ and class variables has
to be eliminated, and therefure pro-
gramme Preferences among average
Sinhala, Tamil and Muslim audi-
ences cannot be gauged survey-wise,
until TV programmes cover all
three languages. It might be argucd

EDUCATIONAL TELEVISION
Types of Programmes

answer to one single question:

In the meantime, the Ministry of
Education hopes to develop a_certain
number of schools, especially in rural
areas with equipment and viewing faci-
lities for ETV. The educational tele-
vision sector of the National Television
system will design and produce pro-
grammes to sujt the school curriculum,
and conduct seminars and workshops
to initiate teachers and students to the
use of their new medium for teaching
and learning.

Educational television (ETV) may be
used in both formal and non-formal
education. In these two main cate-
gories, there will be different types of

programmes.

In formal education, ETV may be
used for direct classroom instruction.
Such programmes used as substitutes
for classroom lessons by teachers be-
long to the category of Instructional
Television (ITV). In Sri Lanka, such
programmes may be useful in subjects
such as English, Science and Mathe-
matics for which there is a shortage of
teachers, and lack of adequate facilities.
Another type of programme will be in
the form of supplementary enrichment
lessons. Such programmes will not re-
place the regular classroom lesson but
will be designed to enrick the regular

lesson. The TV medium will be used to

bring into the classroom, knowledge

and experience which are removed in,
time and distance, e.g. geography of dis-

tant lands and episodes from history.

In the non-formal sector, programmes
will meet the needs of life-long educa~
tion, basic functional education for
out-of-school learners, rural transform-
ation, etc, Non-formal education pro-
grammes will also be aimed at im-
proving the health and nutrition stan-

. dards, and the quality of aesthetic life
of the masses.

Implementation

Introduction of television as a tool in
education will be phased out until the
wherewithal and the technical know-
how are readily available. It would be
necessary to have at least two phases in
the implementation programme.

During the first phase, good quality
programmes, produced in other coun-
tries may be adapted for use in Sri
Lanka. Consequently, & programme
will be launched to train our own per-
sonne] for production of our own pro-
grammes and for establishing the physi-
cal facilities needed for such produc-
tions. When satisfactory progress has
been made in this direction, the second
phase would commence with pro-
grammes produced locally and geared
to local needs.
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that a well-presented visual pro-
gramme, such as TV or cinema,
would not involve the barrier of
language, much as Charlie Chaplin's
pioneer ‘silent films’ were understood

by any nationality in the world. |

But unlike the cinema where a per-
son has the option of viewing or
otherwise at his own free will, TV
viewers in Sri Lanka are now a
captive audience, tuned in to pro-
grammes televised by the -station.
In fact, in the more developed coun-
tries where TV has been in existence
for several decades, the degree of
captivity is much reduced because of
a viewer’s ability to tune into a chan-
nel of his or her preference. Byste-
" matic research on the effect of TV
violence on the average Bri Lankan
teenager can be conducted only
when TV reaches wider segments of
the country in allthree languages and
V time is extended to day time.
Until that day dawns, we have no
choice but to believe in existing re-
gearch that a programme like
“Mannix” which appears to be
Popular among 8ri Lankan teenagers
falls into the ‘“most violent”’ category
and, therefore has certain ill-effects
on our teenagers as already deter-
mined by research elsewhere.”

TELEVISION AND THE CHILD
Education

Television’s usage as & direct
ingtrument of education is unani-
mously accepted. The little screen
exerts such a fascination on the
young mind, that children’s parti-
cipation as members of the audience
becomes an effortless process. How-
ever, the effect of TV on the mind of
the child is another question with no
simple answer. Based on a survey
involving 6,000 children and some
2000 teachers and parents, Scromm,
Lyle and Parker published a book
onthe theme ‘“Television in the lives
of our- children”, where they said
‘. ...for some children, under some
conditions, some television ig harm-
ful, for other children under the
same conditions or for the same
children under other conditions it
may be beneficial. For most children
under most conditions, most tele-
- vigion is probably mneither parti-
cularly harmfulnor particularly bene
ficial. This may seem unduly cau-
tious or full of weasel words, but
it is not a simple question to
answer."’
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THE IMAGE
in early forms of communication
Dr. N. D. Wijesekera

_One-of man’s unique achievements is
his ability to speak and communicate with
his fellow men by words in a language
of their own. His greatest ingenuity has
been its employment for communication
with each other. The natural corollary
to this has been his ability to retain expe-
rience and knowledge in memory and the
transmission of that knowledge and ex-
perience to succeeding generations.
Thereby man was able to build up a body
of traditional culture.

There are certain factors common to
all forms of communication. - In this
process the person who initiates the
message comes first. That is the sender
of the message. Next comes the message
itself. Thereafter, the medium of expres-
sion and conveyance follows. Finally,
there is the receipient of the message.
Throughout human history the varjable
factor 1n this sequence of events has been
the medium. The media have been the
signal, sign, word, writing and image.
A combination of one or more of the
media, viz;—: the sound, the written word
and the image—was possible. And man
has succeeded in doing so from time to
time. With the scientific and technical
knowledge man has devised 2 mechanism
of combining vision and sound into one
transmission. Fifty years ago the radio
communicated by sound and word.
Twenty five years ago man began to
communicate through vision,

1t is believed by archaeologists that the
beginning of conveying messages by
means of pictures, symbols and signs,
goes back to pre-historic paintings of
Europe. The engraved marks on objects
of ivory and bone from La Crozo de
Gentillo in Spain are interpreted as
messages to fellow hunters and other
members of the community. There may
have been mnemonic signs, 2 sign lang-
uage, or possibly a pictographic form of
writing in those early times. Even such
traces are lacking for the later periods
anterior to the ancient Mesapotamian era.
A tablet found at Kish in Mesapotamia
is the earliest object containing signs of
a foot, a hand, and drawings ot objects.
That was about 5,000 years ago. Each
picture meant the thing it represented.
Later, only the sound was retained and
the ideogram became the syllable, That
was how picture writing in Mesapotamia
developed into a script which in due
course produced a2 new means ol commu-
nication. However, in Babylonia the
ideogram continued. In some cases the
picture sigis lost their realism and conti-
nued to be accepted as mere symbols. In
Erech the process of evolution produced
the cuneiform script. In China, too, a
similar development gave birth to picto-
graphic writing in that region of China,

. Japan and Korea. In the Indus Valley

culture are found a large number of seals
containing a variety of scenes, figures and
objects. These may be symbols of a for-

’ gotten past. And the pictographs or

ideograms may be some kind of an un-
deciphered script.

A new form of recording information
for visual observation by others is to be
seen in sculpture. Two plaques from the
royal tomb at Ur 5500 years ago portray
a series of scenes of servants bringing -
sheep and oxen for a feast. A series of
war scenes shows chariots driving. over

_fallen enemies. In these two series one -

observes a new trend, It is the beginning
of the art of story telling sculpture.
This is now known as the narrative style
in and js intended for communicating
with the people by means of images in a
continued sertes of events. This wasa very
effetive means of communicating with
the people in conveying aesthetic and
religious sensiblities. Also the beauty of
the human body in the nude presented
itself for admiration and appreciation.
In Greece and Rome the people were able
to sec much plastic forms. The purpose
behind such displays was to keep the
general public informed of the beauty of
form. This proved a successful means of
communicating art through vision.

The people living in different regions
of the world, where distance and difficult
ferrain made quick movement and’
communication a time consuming exer-
cise resort to primitive methods of trans-
mitting messages. The Australian abori-
gines sent messages by drawing or carv-
ing signs and symbols on sticks. The
carved stick is sent through a person.
These are known as ‘message' sticks
Human beings were employed as carriers
or messengers both in war and peace.
Pigeons were also trained to carry mes-
sages across distances. In such cases a
thurd person was employedas the medium.
A more popular method employed in'
Africa, India and other lands is the use of
drums, Theintermediary is substituted by
sound. The sender and receiver are suffi-
cient for this type of communication.
The secrecy is maintained by the use of a
particular code, Even today Xylophones
areused by the Nagas of Assam, India for
sending messages to summon people
during an emergency. In Africa, too,
drums are used for similar purposes.
These have come to be called war drums.
Still the absence of a language is a draw=
back. But the transmission and recep-
tion are immediate. Drums were and are
still being used in Sri Lanka to make
public announcements. There are the
‘magul bera’ and ‘mala bera’ used for
announcing events by means of musical
notes. :

" Since palaeolithic times art, painting,
carving, and sculpture has been com-
missioned for the service of man. Paint-
ing, and that too, polychrome painting,
has rendered this service admirably. How
wonderful are the animal paintings of
palagolithic Europe. When painting was

- used to relate a story by portraying the

scenes in the order of sequence the effect .
was immediate and arresting. The image
appealed direct to the eye and mind.
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The narrative style was adopted by
several countries for recording scenes.

The imperial court of Emperor Asoka
erected stone pillars surmounted with
symbols to proclaim his royal edicts.
It was a novel medium of communicating
with the people at large. The symbol on
the summit functioned as the image for
arresting attention and the writing on the
body of the pillar contained the message,
When the sculptured reliefs of Sanchi
and Bharhut are examined one finds the
message of fertility conveyed by images of
natural beauty. Sculpture was also used
elsewhere to illustrate myths and legends
mostly jataka stories. Indian artists
found the narrative style a fine medium
of story-telling. What the artist wanted
to communicate was his idea of plenty
to the eye and didactic moral to the mind.
Buddhism expioited the image of beauty
as an aesthetic medium to relate jataka
stories.

The use of the three-dimensional form
to communicate with the masses was a
psychological and visual success. In the
two-dimeational form were the wall paint-
ings in colour employed to convey in-
formation and propagate religion. At
Ajanta, Baghi, Eflora and Sittanavasal in
India the artists have been successful in
the use of this medium to communicate
with thc masses, Inancient Sri Lanka,
both sculpture and painting have been
employed for visual communication. The
semi-nude beauties (apsaras) of Sigiriya
have a message to the people who come to
see them. The spontaneous reactions of
the onlookers prove this, What the artist
wished to convey through these imag:s
remains a mystery to this day, At Hinda-
gala the artist portrays in polychrome
the story of the seven weeks (satsatiya)
preceding the enlightenment of the
Buddha in seven scenes.

The narrative style of painting adopted
for portraying the jataka stories in poly-
chrome continues into the 12th century
in Sri Lanka. At Polonnaruwa temples
and the caves at Dimbulagala there are
several jataka stories in colour. The
message is the same and that is to teach
a moral. The medium used is the image
again. The popular appeal for this me-
dium has besn amazing. The interest dis-
played by the recipients of the message
through visual observation has been
lasting. The same medium is adopted at
Dambulla caves, Ridi Vihara, Degal-
doruva and Telwatte. In all these wall
paintings within temples one sees the
narrative style employed to convey infor-
mation and communicate with the masses
through the medium of images. The on-
lookers found the images easy to under-
stand and entertaining to view. Finally
the narrative style of painting helped the
written word to be illustrated with painted
scenes in colour. The ola book cover
was adorned and illustrated with paint-
ings of jataka scenes in colour. This was
also a msans of providing attraction and
information. This same method of com-
municating a message through panting

was extended to painted cloths in temples
and handicrafts.

In this long series of images adopted
as media for communicating information
one finds clear and conviacing evidence of
the value, effectiveness and mass-appeal
of the image or series of images. In all
the acts mentioned above that is signal-
ling, speaking, painting, sculpturing and
reading the image comes first. It origi-
nates in the mind of the sender of the
message. Only thereafter is it translated
into form and shape, sound and vision,
to be communicated to the recipient.
‘The time-lag between the sender and the
recipient began to be narrowed byand by
due to advancement of science and tech~
nology. In the end the sender and the
recipient was brought closer and closer
within each other’s presence. The tele-
phonc made this partially possible some
time ago. Radio transmission followed.
The full realization was made possible
with the development of television.

1t will be apparent to the reader how
important the medium of communication
has been before and even after writing
came to be widely used. Of all the media
used by man from ancient times up to
now the visual presentation was supreme-
iy effective, 1tis true other means of mass
communication such as the press, film,
telephone, telegram and radio provided
improved media. But still they did not
bring the sender of the message and the
recipient into each others direct view
simultaneously. What combined all these
factors into one sole act had yet to be
commercialized. That came after V\(o_rld
War I with the introduction of television
as a new medium of mass communication.

During the last twenty fi ¢ years tele-
vision has been admitted to countries
of East and West, both_developed _and
less developed, where ancient civilizations
flourished, where new civilizations pros-
per, and where men of different races,
different cultures, and different religions
live in harmnoy. Still there are a few
countries which seem reluctant to admit
television through feat of the known and
the unknown. In Sri Lanka several
attempts have been made during the last
twenty years to have television admitted.
But all of them failed perhaps due to
some fear of a danger to culture, morals
and reiigion. Such fears seem unfounded
when it is known from past exberience
that the beauty of the human form in
Greece, Rome and India; the vitality of
the animal form in Europe, Indus Valley,
India and Sri Lanka have been conveyed
10 the human mind through visual obser-
vation. Neither the human form nor the,
amorous poses in painting and sculpture
nor the love scenes at Ajanta nor the semi-
nude ladies at Sigiriya have debased the
morals, desecrated religion nor des-
troyed cultures of these ancient lands,
Is it not time for Sri Lanka too, to adopt
television for providing the people with
this new medium for better appreciation
of art, better education. better entertain-
ment and better communication?

Bconovic Revizw, Ocr./Nov. 1979

This comment bucomes all the
more relevant when ono observes the
circumstances surrounding the grow-
th of any child. Children do not live
in igolation—and thcy helung to
families, groups, gangs and schools.
They also have abilitics. intersts.
hopes and exporiences and. all these
vary from child to child. Thus it is
obvious that television. though
powerful, is only one factor which
affects the lif¢ of children.

This in fact is importunt to be
remembered by television planners
and producers in order to make
their programmes effective amidst
other mediating factors which furm
the background in the life of the
child.

During the early days of educa-
tional television, some teachcrs folt
inclined to resent television for
diminighing their responsibility in
the classroom. This was a wrong
impression based on false premiscs.
In the strictest and simplest sense.
television is no more than “a success-
ful technical device for the conve-
nient simultaneous distribution of
visual and aural material”. T¢ ig
like a visual aid, supporting the
teachers’ discourse with illustration,
examploand demonstration. It helps
to establish that the facts the teache
speaks of are indeed facts thus cs-
tablishing a desirablc relationship
between the pupils and his lesson.

However, success of such cdu-
cational programmes to schools de-
pends solely on the relevancy of such
programmes to the work the teacher
does in the classroom. Advance
information on programmes, avail-
ability and regular maintenance of
viewing-sets in schools, and above
all close liaison between programme
planners and education authority are
some of the essential nceds for
success of educational programmes.

Although there may appear
a superficial similarity betwoeen
a television audience and that
of a theatre or cinema, there are
some bagicand significant differences
between the two. Those attending a
theatre or cinema form an ‘‘active
audience”, in the sense that they on
their own volition have decided to
go to a particular place on a parti-
cular day to see an cntertainment of
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