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ROP protection of to be more precise plant protection is almost as old as the hills and protec-
tion of sorts has probably been in vogue ever since the evolution of#nan. The placing of
ards around trees and the fencing of fields to protect them from the ravages of wild or domesti

ated animals, the use of scarecrows to drive away birds, and the lighting-of smoky fires to kee]
flier and mote simple forms of crop protection which are still 4n

way insects, are among the ea
vidence to-day.
more complex problem of comparatively rece

Modetn crop protection is however a much
t few years as a result of the very rapid progres

otigin. It hasadvanced considerably during the las
hat has been made in the production of agricultural chemicals, so much so that crop protection 1

riow a very important applied science embracing a wide range of other sciences such as Botany
Chemistry, Entomology, Mycology, Toxicology, Plant Pathology and Engincering. A NATLov
specialization in any one of these sciences is not sufficient. A knowledge of each is required: \
order to deal successfully with the problems of crop protection and the leading world agricultural:

research institutes realizing the impottance of this aspect of their activities to-day maintain separate
plant protection depart In fact there is a moveinen

ments to deal with this complex subject.
afoot in the UK. fora University Faculty of Crop Protection.

In order to conserve the wealth of the country, it is desirable that the production of cocon
should as far as possible keep pace with the rise in the population. Apatt from opening up ne:
lands, which are not always available, increased production can best be achieved by a combinati
of ways namely : the growing of high yielding palms, better cultural methods, the greater use of
fertilizers and last but by no means least modetn methods of crop protection which include
the control of weeds, the artrest of immatute nut-fall, the destruction of the coconut beetle and othet
insects, the protection of seedlings from termites, the combating of grey blight and othet fung

diseases, and the extermination of rats, bats and squirsels.

Unfortunately no data is available to show the actua
gure of 10 per cent.—similar losses’

pests, diseases and weeds but placing it at the very low fi
most other crops are reliably estimated at zo per cent. of mofte of a healthy crop—this will amount
to a loss of the order ot Rs. 25,000,000 annually, calculated on the basis of an average annual yie

of 1,750 nuts per acte from 1,000,000 acres of coconuts at 15 cents per nut. A’ figure worth pondet

ing over and one which itis hoped will focus the need for the setting up of a Crop Protection Divi

sion of the Coconut Research Institute. :

7 Manufacturers of crop protection products are seeing
effective chemicals on the market to. tackle most of the

61

1 loss caused to the coconut grower

to it that there is no dearth of potentially:
pest, disease, weed and allied problem






