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FoOREWORO

The National Science Foundation (N5F), Sri Lanka is mandated to meet the requirements stated
in the Science and Technology Development Act No. 11 of 1994, viz., to maintain a current
register of scientific and technical personnel, and in other ways to provide a central clearing
house for the collection, interpretation and analysis of data, on the availabiiity of and the
current and projected need for scientific and technical resources in Sri Lanka, and to provide a

source of information for policy formulation on science, technology and other related fields.

The Science and Technology Policy Research Division (STPRD) was established at the NSF in
2005 with a view to meet the requirements stated above. In this context, the STPRD plans to
publish various Directories that give information to the society on the areas related to science

and technology sector in the country.

GUIDE TD RESEARCH AND SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTIDNS IN SRI LANKA marks one of a number of
initiatives taken by the STPRD. Based on the information collected from the stakeholder
institutions this book has been compiled with colour photographs (wherever possible) of the
S&T sector institutions and the relevant subjects pertaining to them. A reader will be able
to gather information on the contact details, establishment, objectives, major S&T Divisions
or Units, and also the research and scientific activities conducted by these institutions. The

services provided by various research/ scientific institutions are also included.

i acknowledge the efforts of the Science and Technology Policy Research Division amidst
staff constraints in bringing out this publication as a useful reference to the local and the

international communities.

Prof. Sirimali Fernando
Chairperson
National Science Foundation

Colombo, Sri Lanka.

02 January 2008
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PREFACE

GUIDE TO RESEARCH AND SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTIONS IN SRI LANKA is the first of the Directory
publications that are being planned by the Science and Technolegy Policy Research Division
(STPRD) of the NSF as per its mandate of making the S & T information available to the
society. It was noted that there was no single document available at present that provides
the details and activities of the science and technology institutions in 5ri Lanka for easy
reference. Publication of GUIDE TO RESEARCH AND SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTIONS IN SRI LANKA fulfills
this essential requirement. in this book, the relevant institutions in the S&T sector have been
categorized into ten Chapters. Even though the universities have not been included, some of
the properly established research/scientific Institutions, Centres and Units that function under
the university system have also been mentioned under the Chapter ten.

STPRD takes this opportunity to thank all the stakeholder institutions for their kind cooperation
extended towards this effort by providing relevant information. This attempt would not have
been possible if not for their fullest support.

The proper initiatives taken by Mr Sampath Perera, former Research Assistant, in planning
and designing of this work and the completion of first phase of this book by Mr Chathura
Jayasinghe, former Scientific Officer of the STPRD, are gratefully acknowledged. | congratulate
Mrs. Chandima H. Samarasinghe, Computer Applications Assistant of the Division for
marvellous formatting of the contents using the latest graphic software. The involvement of
all STPRD staff in this effort is very much appreciated. Finally, the Division is thankful to the
Board of Management of the NSF for the fullest support extended in all our activities.

Since this is the first attempt at publishing the information available in the databases maintained
by the STPRD, any constructive criticisms or comments for improving the future publications
are most welcome.

Dr. Seetha 1. ‘Wickremasinghe

Head/ Science and Technology Policy Research Division
National Science Foundation

Colombo, 5ri Lanka.

01 jJanuary 2008
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Conduct socio-economic research and agricultural pelicy analysis needed by the DOA and '
the Ministry of Agriculture,

Provide formal intermediate agricultural education to interested farming youths and service
personnel through conducting a two year agricultural diploma course at Farm Schools.
Produce wide spectrum of audio visual material (instructional media material)

ranging from low cost to high-tech to educate ali interested stakeholders.

Maintain National Botanic Gardens for the benefit of the general public.

Maintain a collection of all recorded flora of Sri Lanka at the National Herbarium.
Provide soil testing service for farmers,

Provide technical assistance in planning and implementation of agro enterprises in thé
country.

Maintain a toll free telephaone service (1920) to answer inquiries from the general public.
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Technical advice on establishment and management of forest plantations.

Maintain plant nurseries and plant sales centres to supply planting materials for various
planting programmes,

Conduct forestry researches to support sustainable development of forest resources.

Coordinate with national and international institutes to share expertise knowledge on

protection and conservation of forests resources.

Registration of timber depots, carpentry workshops etc.

Issue permits for transport of various non-timber forest products.
Issue permits for transport of private timber.

Issue permits for collection of various non-timber forest produces.

Forest recreation facilities- Sinharaja, Kanneliya, Knuckles etc.
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2. Support for Research in Sri Lanka

The AISLS center in Sri Lanka sponsors activities that promote collaboration between visiting US
scholars and Sri Lankans, including a workshop programme. The AISLS also has an established
library that will concentrate on new scholarly publfications and on a broad range of reference
materials. Its catalog is included in the Digital Library for International Research. These activities
receive support through grants from the US Department of Education and the US Department of
State.

3. Support for Sri Lankan Studies in the United States

The AISLS promotes collaboration and the flow of information among US-based scholars and
professionals interested in Sri Lanka. It operates a closed list serve that enables its members
to exchange information and make contacts for conference panels. It also sponsors periodic
workshops that bring together scholars interested in a particular theme. The AISLS center in Sri
Lanka also supplies AISLS members with copies of research materials not available in the United
States, The AISLS holds its annual general meeting at the Annual Conference on South Asia, which
takes place each October in Madison, Wisconsin.

4. Praservation and Dissemination of Research Information and Materials

At present, the AISLS maintains a Directory of Research Centres in Sri Lanka and supports the
provision of information to the international Directory of South Asia Scholars. The AISLS is also

developing programmes to preserve and disseminate important research materials.
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Postgraduate Medical/Health Sciences Education
Continuing Medical Education
Postgraduate Research Programme in Genetics
Cenetic Awareness Programme
Ethical, Legal, and Social Issues in Genetics

Advocacy
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- student research projects
- post graduate research projects

Provide training on aquatic health care management to aquaculturists of National
Aquaculture Deveiopment Authority of Sri Lanka and fresh water fish farmers

Provide facilities for training to veterinary undergraduates in aguatic diseases, disease
diagnosis, prevention and control

Investigate any disease or disease outbreaks in aquatic animals and provide
recommendations on treatment, control and prevention of those diseases
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