
Editorial 

Pesticides and dangerous side-effects of Green Revolution! 

T h e " G r e e n R e v o l u t i o n " s ta r ted in 1950's sp read all over the wor ld , and h u n g e r o f the rapidly increas ing 

w o r l d p o p u l a t i o n w a s alleviated by increased food p r o d u c t i o n . T h i s r evo lu t ion was dr iven by i m p r o v e d 

scientific k n o w l e d g e a n d technolog ica l con t r ibu t ion . Scientists deve loped h igh yielding genetically i m p r o v e d 

c r o p variet ies , a n d t h e m o s t widely u s e d major w e a p o n s in the g reen revo lu t ion w e r e artificially syn thes ized 

chemica l fertilizers a n d synthet ic-pes t ic ides . 

W i t h t h e u s e o f these chemica l s w e a p o n s , c r o p yield was increased 2-3 times, whi le forest- lands c o m i n g 

u n d e r p l o w g o t r educed . Several rriillions o f l ives, especially in deve lop ing count r ies w e r e saved, a n d l iving 

c o n d i t i o n s o f m a n y c o m m u n i t i e s w e r e i m p r o v e d . I n add i t ion , mul t ina t iona l ag rochemica l and fertilizer 

c o m p a n i e s m a d e h u g e profi ts . A t t h e s a m e t ime , g o v e r n m e n t s a n d scientists were satisfied a b o u t the i r g r ea t 

success in achieving t h e supply o f food for rapidly increas ing w o r l d popu la t ion . 

Bu t , n o o n e no t i ced t h e disasters w h i c h were fol lowing after these r emarkab le ach ievements . Highly diversified 

p l a n t k i n g d o m in t rop ica l coun t r i e s like Sri L a n k a was affected a n d s o m e p lan t types d i sappea red s ince 

m o d e r n agr icul tura l p rac t ices w i t h a b o v e chemica ls c r e p t in t o t radi t ional n a t u r e b a s e d f a rming cul ture . 

P o i s o n o u s pes t ic ides a n d c o n c e n t r a t e d synthet ic fertilizers killed colorful small fish a n d s o m e i n d i g e n o u s 

small an imals m o v i n g freely in small c lean-water s t r eams flowing t h r o u g h na tura l landscapes , w h e r e p e o p l e 

g r o w food c rops . C h e m i c a l b a s e d revo lu t ion ized agr icul ture p o i s o n e d t h e na tu re a n d na tura l -ba lance was 

ser iously d i s tu rbed . I n add i t ion , t h e p o i s o n s chemica l pest ic ides w e r e easily u s e d by s o m e w e a k - m i n d e d 

individuals t h o s e w h o w e r e n o t able t o face t h e chal lenging s i tuat ions in their life t o t e rmina t e the i r o w n 

ex is tence in t h e w o r l d . 

T h o s e w h o w e r e r e spons ib l e for i n t r o d u c i n g t h e g reen revo lu t ion wi th p o i s o n o u s chemicals neve r expec t ed 

s u c h d i sa s t rous s ide-effects a n d after-effects. Especial ly, m i suse o f pes t ic ides has p r o d u c e d d a n g e r o u s 

resul ts t o t h e m a n as t h e n a t u r e ma in ta ins its ba lanced status. Bu t , o u r ques t ion is, can the ever- increas ing 

w o r l d p o p u l a t i o n b e fed w i t h o u t food p r o d u c e d t h r o u g h chemical b a s e d m o d e r n agro technolog ies . W h a t 

are t h e available al ternat ives? C a n 1 0 0 % organ ic agricul ture feed t h e wor ld? H o w to use p o i s o n o u s pes t ic ide-

chemica ls safely, a n d m i n i m u m a m o u n t s on ly if unavoidable? W h a t can w e d o a b o u t this chemica l po l lu t ion 

a n d po i son ing? R e a d t h e t h e m e article a n d join t o take co r rec t action! 
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