Women’s Working and Living Conditions in a
Mahaweli Settlement Area—rarrn
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nued below.

The System H area in the North Ceatral Province was one of the first areas to
come under the Mahaweli Project. It was provided with irrigation channels and
a large number of families have been alloted jand here. The changes that have
occurred in the pattern of living of these settiers have become an important subject
of social investigation, particularly the impact of the break-up of the traditional
pattern of land inheritance and ownership by the new settlement principles being
applied by the Mahaweli Developm.nt Board. Ragnhild Lund from Bergen
University, Norway as well as research staff of People’s Bank studied the pattern
of these changes with special reference to the conditions of households through
the viewpoint of women in region 3 of the H System, covering H1 and half of the
H2 area, where about 7,000 acres of land were already cuitivated and about 3,800
families alloted land at the time of the survey. Her report describes the deep changes
that are occurring today. This paper is an abridged version of a part of this study.
The first part of this article appeared in the Aug./Sept. 1979 issue and is conti-

The young ‘‘Pioneer Woman”
being the only female adult in the
home, and having non to replace her,
nor to help her, has to attend to all
the traditional household tasks like
cleaning, sweeping, looking after
children, cooking, etc.

As the environment transformed
with the new settlement pattern,
household essentials like wood and
water have been brought closer to
the homestead. This implies that the
woman has no need now to go far to
gather. firewood—once per week to
build a ‘storage’ of firewood as
Purana women stilldo. Quife often
it wasnot even necessary for her to
leave the domestic sphere, since she
is still able to collect firewood from
her homegarden (remnants of jungle
clearing) and water from the border-
ing channel.

The resettler women have limited
ability to leave their children in
another’s care, whenever it becomes
necessary for them to leave the
homestead. They usually take
the children along with them.
It is a common sight to see a woman
walking with a child saddled on her
hip and holding 1-2 others by the
hand.

Women living in Purana villages
were betterwc% in this respectg:s
there were usually others belonging
to the same household who could
look after their children.

Consequently, the resettlement
women suffer because they lack assis-
tance/complementarity in executing
the main household tasks in sharing
responsibilities.
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Bringing up children has become
a woman’s chiefrespousibility, where
formerly there were other adults in
effecting the process of socialisation.
For example, a grandmother’s atten-
tion is believed to be good for the
children—for she has more spare
time and greater experience.

Another aspect of a woman’s res-
tricted mobility in the localand non-
local spheres is reflected by the low
standard of education. As most
women have not even completed
the primary school course, they have
negligible prospects ofsecuring lucra-
tive employment in the new town-
ships under construction. Of the 40
female workers at the M.D.B. ofthe
area only two belong to the Anura-
dhapura district and have direct
awareness about the socio-economic
traditions prevailing in local society,
(one of these women have been in-
cluded in the sample).

There were some Wwomen Who
were employed as agricultural
labourers, both on a seasonal as well
as, on a permanent basis. Those who
participated in building operations
were engaged in constructing roads
or channels, (digging, carrying etc.)
As for cottage industries, there were
sSome Women Who Were sewing or
weaving mats for sale. These occu-
pations which required little skill
and education, were not held in high
regard, nor were the income pros-
pects favourable. Women employed
themselves in such a manner be-
cause of straightened domestic eco-
nomic circumstances. Even though
reluctant, some women were thus

compelled to leave the homestead.
As one woman engaged in
farming for a boutique-keeper said,
“I have to lock up my house, with
my children inside and go” (she had
three children).

Agricultural Functions

In the Purana villages the “‘gar-
dens” around the houses consisted
of miscellaneous fiuit trees. Vege-
tables, maize and kurakkan were
cultivated in the ‘chenas’. When one
considers the changes caused by the
Mahaweli Scheme, which affects the
women most strikingly is the fact
that agricultural functions have now
become an integral, indispensable
part of a woman’s daily routinc.
As chens cultivation is now not
possible, the cultivation of subsidiary
crops takes place in the 0.6 acre
homestead allotment. This is pri-
marily due to the fact that farmers
(the men)are encouraged to cultivate
paddy during both seasons, except
when the fields are too dry and then
the farmers are advised to grow
vegetables during the dry season
(training takes place through agri-
cultural extension officials and the
primary beneficiarios are the ‘link’
farmers (Bambandha Goviyo). Since
the agriculturalextension officials as
well as the link farmeors address
themselves almost exclusively to the
head ofthe household who is usually
a man,the woman is given no ¢ppor-
tunity to acquire new agricultural
techniques even though she is in
charge of homegarden production.
Bo it is not surprising that women’s
activities are unnecessarily tedious
and time-consuming. It is possible
that this factor has also affected
levels of agricultural production.

It is often said that male farmers
of the area are reluctant to engage
in other types of food crop pro-
duction owing to the high prestige
attributed to paddy cultivation as
well as to habitual practices of
doing seasonal work only. Perhaps
if agricultural training is given to
the women too, results would im-
prove as they are more used to en-
gage in tedious labour.

Workloads of the Women

It was observed that pioneer
women work much harder than the
women of Purana villages. This is
because her traditional burden has
been made heavier by new tasks and
responsibilities(pleasereferthe above
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vfforts with other women regarding
(chores/tending children, home gar-
den production etc.).

It could be argued however, that
wood and water are now close at
hand and thus easily available.
However, such facilities have not
afforded actual relief, because of the
additional tagks undertaken by the
. resettler women. Clearing of the

jungle is taking place’ on u Jarge
scale at present, and that iy why fire-
wood is easily available today. Yet,
since this stags is transient, it is
possible that serious problems may
take place regarding fuel in the
future.

The women in the resettlement
area appear to be losing one tradi-
tional responsibility, however. In
the purana villages, the women were
responsible for the feeding and herd-
ing of domestic animals like goats,
cattle and buffaloes. Today theso
functions have become- subject to
alteration as the present tendency

. of land enclosure and the' marked
preference shown for mechanised
implements has led to dispensing
with livestock altogether in most
cages. Mechanised implements are
chiefly handled by the males which
reiterategthe fact women have a very
limited access to innovations and
that they are being largely ignered in
the process of modernization.

Allocation of Time

Women tend to participate more
in agricultural activities today (also
on tho local level). Processing of
paddy is one of the most laborigus
functions and today the woman’s
work has increased in this respect
due to the increase in paddy pro-
duction, as well as the double culti-
vation seasons. .

Increasing respounsibilities had led
to a different perception of time as
one is now compelled to plan mere
carefully and definitely, not accord-
ing to season but on a daily basis.
Knox observed that the ordinary
Sinhalese ‘‘keep their time by guess”
go that it is possible to surmise that
work was subject to routine even in
the old days. Our contention is not
that women have started to plan
their. working days according to
fixed time schedules, but that more
functions have to be .discharged
within a single day. (Inferesting to
note isthat one seldom sees » woman
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wearing o wrist-wutch—a  Juxury
item which is move spprecisted os a
status symbol, thar veluad for its
utilitarian attribufcr).

Because of their relative fsolaticn
the resettler wemen e to sperd
more time on traditiora! heuschold
tasks like swoeeping, custing, eock-
ing, looking after children cte. thun
the old (early) settlais. This ceries
ponds to the llustzaticn cheve, re-
garding the demoyraphic strictue
of the women, the rumber und ages
ofthe children ; the resettha wemen
bag to usually atternd to asseciated
tasks alone. :

As regards the looking fur five-
wood, for instance, the mzjority of
the resettler wemer, have to do this
work alone, whorvers the old gettler
of ten have otlers to help (refas
complementerity). The ()¢ scitkr
usuallyorganises working teams for
gathering fircwocd once o week; but
i crder to make cemparstive cghi-
mates, daily avereges hove bear pre-
sented here.

The precodivg figires alro show
that resettler wemen woik mcire in
the fields than the Pursua villige
women who display greater acher-
ence to thé traditicnnl pattern of
labour division. In the puwvana vil-
lages seasonal female paiticipaticn
in agriculture is sufficient while
shortage f Iabeur, as well as, high
expenses make hesvy demands on
female labowr participavicr. in the
rescttlement areas: The reseftler
women coften engage in non-traci-
tiopal activitics wmuch as clearirg the
jungle, constiveting {he burds of
paddy fields; & few women have
venturcd so far as¥o take to plovgh-
ing which was hithcrto an cxelusive-
ly male performance. As ore farmor
commenited My wifc is the farmir
next to me’’.

“However, it is too carly to deeide
definitely whether 1his aspect of in-
tensive female purticiputicn it agri-
culture represciits & permancrt trait
or whether it is but atompoiary
admittarce to the leeal spheve.

Most women said thet they ‘were
idling” a little, which gererally
meuns thet they relex semewhet
in between their wvericus Cutles.
Howuver, the vesetiler women have
less leistwo than  their purana
ccunterparts.

Fupthermore, the fomole labour
ioout as woll os work vegulonity, is

greater rogarcirg cetivitles (el
by the heme goacar than thore
cssecinted with pacoy cultive fica..
Oun:ly o tiny mive vy of wornea. v
retoin hame godening, Bver il
ol sattlas vt ke te prectices of
heme garcering, sivee chene culii-
votion has becat braned. Scme home
gardans are however siill uneelti-
vited, boeause the owpas  have
moved into the area only vory re-
certiy.

After the harvest, the women cre
confired to the task of processing il
paddy and heme gaden produets.
Chillics arve dricd, while maize a4
kwekkin roquire both drvivg s
pourding. Paddy precessirg coun-
eists «f husking. boiling srd dryh g,
Today the paccy is wstadly millce;
the freneport perasvicns being por-
formed Ly the husbond i e borrews
(Afbived evat (v trneter. While the
men have thus token ever this funce-
ticn wherewer it is pufoimed. cut-
side the domestic sphere, ponding
a vory ftedicts and plaerucus toek is
=il perfoymed alme st exchesively by
womén whenevir it becomes neves-
sy to husk (r gind the paddy
manusliy,

Only when wemen process paddy
for those other than their own fami-
ly, do they reccive payment. Other-
wise, such functions zre conridered
to be an integred part of their house-
hald dutics, :

Thus the present system of wak
allocsticn in the resettlemert -arcas
had led o double exploiteticn of the
females. Although s weman has to
help Ler husbana i the field, it is
still considered shameiul for o mon
to dyaw water, colleet firewecd,
cock, ete. Tradigicnally & weman
whe allowed her Lusband to (ngage
in such tesks was ecpsidered to die-
grace her sex. T isthisideal of male
exchisivenees and preregative which
previra men from shaving demertic
chores «n an cqual basis. with the
women. ovenr though women being
the suberdinate sex teday (ngage in
heavylabcur ence porformed almcrt
exelugively-by males. The wemanate
perceptive abeut their cppressive life
circunistances : The msjority sircsscd
the fact that they participated mc e
in agriculturaleffairs ;and maryal o
emphasised the necd to stay mcre
within the Comestic sphere.

Beeause & woman’s mcebilily is
vestrieted she hos fewer ppeortu-
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nitios and means £ sccess to infor-
w.tion than a man. Previowsly
within & more treditional ethos men
anl women hid difforent “Inform-
+tion Channely” which defined rela-
¢ions botwoen dex.s nnd among caci
soX. At -all spatial levels, convur-
artlon among ‘Wwonen was socially
ameiionoft, Noarly alwe s there wore
at loast two adult wemen in every
hoitsehold and as the villege wemen
nsually conmgctod by ties cf kinship
{rrmad a very elesely knit commu-
nity therc wab a high degree of
weinl intoract-i:cn between cifferent
villago cumpoqn(‘.—.s.

Taday, the ghanvels of infirm-
Jbion are changing, eoncomitant bo
tho attrition of tho oxtended family
gronp aolidaa vy which erigirally em-
bracod almost the whele village
commuiity. _

As the nuoleer family ascumes

increasing ingperfence, it is observ-

able that persoral relatiorships be-
twoen husband and wife tend te in-
bensify, and that they foxm en
offechive  partrership woirkirg to-
uotlwr with the seme objectives in
mitd with only very little contact
omwdside the domestie sphere cue to
she following reascns,

Hushand and wife beeeme mero
“tisched as they—

-~both work for the economic impiove-
ment of their family,

—rcalise that futurc welfare of their child-
ren largely depends on their efforts. -
—have less time agd energy to communi-

onte with other villagers. :
— have less contagt with parenfs/relatives

who arc the pefsons normally résorted
to_for help and advice during family
crises.

Women are very much awere of
this type of isolution ard insulurity.
O weman expressed the lack of
rommuciceti-n with cther women
tans: ““wo o nct Kaew what is
taKing place in our village. Pecple
can die without ovr knowing it”.
Othur women too oxpressed feelings
ol lunoliness which is especie 1y truo
ot women who do nct participate in
wark ot types of social interagtion
ok title the Comestic sphere. Wien
laneliness becomes unbeerable they
vi«ittheiv netive villege or send fera
role vo to come and spend a fow
t'.;}.y : vrith them. .

Tt %o wlso evident thet abeud 50
perveité of Fie olih seitler wemen
haedly got any information by vead-
ing end writing. The pieneer women
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sre oven loss imtarcstod o litgmy
aevivitics. Thorsre, however. o few
pepers snd magazines available in
the area, and ¢nly when the husband
borrews these frcm the Kgid |, is the
famify able to inculge in reading.
Hewever, listenir g to the radio is a
very pcpular past-time. In fact the
radio is one of the pricrity hixwy
articles which the pecple are in-
clined to buy, so that the raedio be-
eomes most effoctive e ¢ mars ccm-
municator.

Regardirg mobility the husband
in of ccurse. the me st privileged per-
gen who is  able 1o move
between the dymestie wud lceal
sphere with velative ease. Ho vieits
the ndighbeuring beusique «lmest
daily ard chsts to his frierds cver
o cup cfieca. Only mencppeertodo
the shcpping in this erea, as it is
consiCered impreper fer wemen to
frequent beutiques.

Aungcther reascn is that it is ften
very tirirg for & weman to waik to
the boutique which is usually situ-
sted plongside the meinyced. where-
ag the man can alweys hiteh & ride
frem a passing jeep or lemy. Tt
weuld ‘be censidered biazen of a
weman to make a similer attempt.

Significancc of Religion and Caste

The fact that religicus activities
and caste distinciicns have beccme
insignificant, is mcstly felt beceuse
of fack of unityjsclidarity in the
local sphere. Tt was also observed
that hardly ary recettler family had
the treaitional Buddhist altar (cen-
sisting gercraliy of a Buccha figwre,
jess-sticks and an il lamp to light
in the evenings) to woerehip. In the
purana villeges, on the ecntrary,
such alters were always fouird on
baleonies ¢f hcuses. The women
aleo infcimed us thet they waie not
crecuraged to perfarm  religicns
activities c¢n the lcesl lewl as the
villagers heve “‘differcrt jegicrsl
geds’” Many pecple thusseemto he
neglecting rel:gicn as veligicus acti-
vities ere nct enccweged. 216 he-
cause religion in this irca secm to
have functioned kugely «n e eclice-
tive/villege basis.

. Ceste distineticn ard the tiadi-
tional activities of certein castes
are slso breaking vp es mcst pecple
inthe 2rea have bee me farmers and
the puptdetion of cach hamkt is
mix: ¢ acecrcirg 7o eavho, Poopk

of “gocd” caste (vidently o oot
appreciate this, u1d sveral women
claimed that thisis cne ufthe rearns
why they arc nct enecuraged to
leave the demestic sphae.  One
woman explicitly said that her
neighbeurs were nct suitable for
social inferaction bocause they he-
longed to Bacal (potters) and
Wahumpiua (jaggery). Sbe was
not used to moving with such pec ple,
nor did she want t¢.

The matter of mixcd caster 1l
seemed to be o very tonehy subject
in the area, cspecially emoerg the
womcn Who secm to be more attach-
ed to traditional valies than men,

Economic Decision-Making

Formerly social status was ¢ nerib.
ed,but new as private enta prisc has
ccme tothe fere. thore ere inerearing
possibilities to achieve rocial status,
which, enables an individual to have
greater control over his/her own
material prespects. (Note, however,
that the systam of land tenure has
been always underlined by indivi-
Cuated ownership).

However, there is (ve1y ressenito
believe that rescttlar wommen have
little to say in ecunc mic affains :

— They do not participate in all aspects of
economic decision making.

- They have limited access to ownership of
land thus their economic power is negli-
gible (only unmarried women or widows
appear to own land in the colonized
areas. However, this may be a tempo-
rary phenomenon, as it is yet undecided
as to how the next generation would
inherit land grants).

- One cannot obtain credit if one does not
own land.

- One cannot be a member of the Co-ope-
rative if one does not own land.

~ Modern Agricultural training is chiefly
given to males, so that the woman owing
to her restricted mobility, is always de-
pendent on her busband for knowledge
regarding ali aspects of farming.

— Men are in charge of marketing paddy
as well as cash crops. Women only
participate in the more casual and tradi-
tional methods of barter, which take
place occasionally during the off-
season when money becomes scarce, The
above mentioned hindrances for women
to participate in economic affairs also
makes the women more tigd down to the
dcmestic sphere. She hds few oppor-
tunities to disengage herself— neither is
she encouraged to do so, nor would she
be able to justify such independent be-
haviour.

-~ However, working women as well as
wemen who co-operate with their hus-
bznds in the fields, exertgreaterinfluence
in economic decision making.
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Women appear to have greater
economic decision power when it
comes to regular expenses incurred
by the household. It has already
been stated however, that the hus-
band has the final say in the matter
a8 he is the one who undertakes the
shopping. On the other hand many
women, especially the pioneer
wotnen, claimed that both husband
and wife handled the household bud-
get together. This indictaes that
pioneer wives can express.their opi-
nion more freely.

The husband-and-wife relations
inthe Purana villages are not clearly
apparent. In certain cases the hus-
band assumed the dominant posi-
tion, in other cases the eldest woman
of the household or the eldest son
appeared to take the most important
decisions.

When it comes to methods of
modern farming it has been men-
tioned earlier that women did not
receive instructions on an equal
basis with men. As such training
provides direct knowledge about
credit schemes, co-operatives and
market facilities; women are handi-
capped in gaining a foothold in the
economic agpects of agriculture. In
traditional society where the sub-
sistence motif was preponderant,
women Were involved in clearly spe-
cified and highly complementary
* functions.. Now, as women parti-
c}pate more and more in all agpects
of heavy agricultural labour it is
only logical and just that they should
participate in plan implementation
programmes too. But on the con-
trary women seem- to have been
pushed down still further, which
makes their status in agriculiure
more inferior. This is' because
firstly, they are losing their comple-
mentary functions as the sex differ-
entiated division of labour lines are
becoming blurred, secondly because
they seem to have been thrust into
the oppressive situation of becoming
an agricultural labourer, as they are
now largely deprived of the:former
powerful position of being the
owners of property themselves. This
has resulted in the proletariani-
zation of the women in the re-
settlement areas.

Fomale access to income gene-
rating activities is restricted by the
fact that she is unable to leave the
domestic sphere and that few official
directives are directed via the domes-
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tic sphere to the women as a target
group. It is also noticeable that
women who earn money on their
own andhave access to the localand
the non-local spheres, seem to be in
a position to have a greater say in
economic affairs, since they are able
to exercise greater control of expen-
diture regarding their own income.
However, the majority of the pioneer

- Women seem to give most of their

earnings to their hugbands. They
said whilethey retained a smallshare
as pocket money the greater part of
their income was given tio their hus-
bands as a contribution towards
general expenditure.

The Nuclear Family and Its
Members

Resettlement is a product of offi-
cialdevelopment planning and setftle-
ment policy which ultimately effected
sweeping changes not only in the en-
vironment but also in the original
socio-economic organisation. Re-
garding the latter the most impor-
tant changes have taken place in the
family structure which is becoming a
more separate and self-contained
socio-economic unit. This type of
centralisation has resulted i the re-
|ative isolation of the nuclear family.

Though the practice of registering
marriages became popular among
urban folk and the Tamil and Mus-
lim communities, the peasants were
not strongly motivated to follow
suit. The distance to the Kachcheri,
red tapism and expenses incurred
had negative effects. However, the
Mahaweli Scheme has dispelled this
apathy since officialland distribution
policy favours married couples. Asa
result marriage is beccming a lega-
lised institution for the trend is to
register marriage at the earlier possi-
ble date in order to apply for a land
grant, Thus marriages take place
at & younger age than befcre, the
mean average being about 18 years,
while the w¢ men used to marry be-
tween 20-256 years and men be-
ween 26-30 years. To register at
the nearest kachcheri which is
gtationed at Anuradhapura costs
about Rs. 60 today.

Despite the introduction of a cash
gconcmy many persons do not re-
ceive financial help frcm friends and
relatives. The respondents felt that
they had tobe self-reliant since the
general poverty of the area prevented
others from helping financially. Due

to the emergence of ar impoverished
cash economy, traditional patterns
of communal help are being eroded
with no replacement however. This
very reason has compelled the nuc-
lear family to become more self-
contained. S

Ag the resettlers become more
profit-criented they tend to reject
traditional norms and valzes. Con-
sequently the woman is breaking
loose from the original web of social
contacts, hertraditionalprivilegesre-
lated to the domestic and local
spheres too, appear to be disappear-
ing. Though the husband too has
lost previous social contacts, he has
been able to acquire new ones
through economic and political acti-
vitieswhich offer participaticn in all
spheres unlike his wife. Bince eco-
nomic partnership is becoming a
more important aspect of marriage,
the success of » marriage tendsto be-
come heavily dependent on eco-
nomic success. However, since the
woman is primarily the ‘doer’ who
has less influence on the process of
decision-making her socio-econgmic
position is weak. This affects her
status in the marital context too.
Whenever there is conflict between
husband and wife the wife is well
nigh helpless not only because she
lacks economic power but also be-
cause her relations are absent and
her anonymity in the impersonal
social environment of the resettle-
ment areas. The resettlement area
congists of a loosely integrated ecm-
munity which tends to yresent a
state offlux, a condition which enc-
ourages deviant behavicur. In-
creasing alcholism among men in
this area, causes great distress in
many a family. It is possible to sur-
mise that this is an outccme of the
problems and pressures created by
the process of resettlement.

The oppressive situation of the

women is generared mainly by two
factors:

1. The impersonality resulting from a new

type of settlement and the indivi-
dualism engendered by agrarian capi-
talism. )

2. Traditional norms of female behaviour
which stress modesty, passivity, retire~
ment.

The elder settler women affirmed
these values. The heac master’s wife
who happened to be the original
village headman’s daughter said
emphatically that she wculd always
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vXpect her daughters to maintain the
honour of the family however
qualified they may become in the
future. A younger teacher seemed
30 by in favour of greater liberation
and individualism—she considered
ag idcal the women who would res-
pond positively to all social changes,
who had the capacity to adjust.

The women are aware of their
oppressive conditions. 8uch per-
ception is expressed in terms of
*‘Alas oursinfulness !’ (Ape Pavkara-
kama), “Alas! our Karma’ (Ape
Karma). The religious concept of
karma helps the women to ration-
alise her plight tu bear oppression.
The apathy and sense of resignation
created by thic belief prevents thom
from reacting against forces of ox-
ploitation.

The Non-Local and the Local
Spheres
From what has been said so far

it can be adduced that the local

sphere has become important than
it was in the traditional society. Pre-
viously the local sphere was rela-
tively more important than the
domastic sphere in terms of soli-
darity and socialintegration. Within
the domastic sphere which was then

a compound unit, the clders were

greatlyrespected, forthey had mono-

poly of knowledge pertaining to
technological know-how, religion,

“magic”’ etc. The young women

espacially were subject to control

and were thus expected to be gene-
rally submisgive and obedient. Today
this formal social structure has been
inverted ; the domestic spherc has
now become the foeal point of eco-
nomic and social activity, which
oxpresses and emphagizes personal
relationships. This ethos has cn-
abled young women to eXercise
greater power aud influence within
the domestic sphere.

The following changes which have
takon place within the local and non-
local spheres have affected the
women most of all:

* Social interaction is constrained among
the women.

* The importance attached to communal
festiveals and forms of collective labour
has been reduced.

* Female contribution towardsagriculture
is considered negligible.

* Women hardly engage in social and
political activitles at the local level.

* Among women there is mobility/com
mu-nicationi between the domestic and
the non-local sphere.
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* Women who hail from other districts,
introduce different values and new skills
to the resettlement areas.

¢ Regarding industrial occupations in the
future the employment potentialities of

females is low, since the women of this -

area are largely ignorant of industrial
knowledge.

¢ Women do not hold key posts within the
new stratum of leadership.

* Female perception of the long-term im-
plications of the development scheme is
largely positive.

Social Interaction

It was observed that women were
reserved in their relationships with
peopleatthe lovel of the loeal sphere.
Mainly because women have few
oppurtunities to associate with each
other (owing to arduous time-con-
suming daily tasks, cultural barriers

liks caste differences, different
places of origin etc.) They
turn suspicious, uncertain. The

women of the resettlement areas
were hardly observed walking to-
gether in groups to fetch water and
gather firewood. 8ingle women
arrive with their children to the
village bathing spot. Even when
such a group gathered occasionally
relations are reserved and limited to
formal grectings like “Avada’ (Have
you come?), ‘Api Yanawa’ (We are
going.) Bigns of uninhibited gaiety
and intimate friendship appeared
to be almost wholly absent.

Owing to probably the lack of
friendship at the local level, we
found the majority of resettler
women vigiting their native villages
as oftenas their husbands permitted.
The frequency of their visits varied
according to the distance to their
native village and also according to
the means of transport available.

Communal Activities

Fertility rites, Exorcist reituals,
Thanksgiving fiestas were the most
importanttraditionalceremonies per-
formed previously by the villagers.
Such ceremonies are characteristic
of many peasant societies both in
Asia and Africa.

After the rites were performed a
communal feast ensued, towards
which each household contributed
according to its private means.
Women mostly engaged in cooking,
sewing and other types of prepara-
tory work. However, they had littlo
say in the ritualistic aspects of the
ceremony, thus they held a secon-
dary status cven though they were

indispensable in performing more
tedious and mundane functions.

Sincethe peasants possessed a very
simple technology. thesc agrarian
sconomics wery heavily dependent
on the beueficence of natural forees,
which often proved to be unreliable
wnd malignant. The above-men-
tioned ceremonies were heold to
propitiato the Gods and invoke their
blessings in ensuring heslth, prospe-
rity and protection. As such cere-
monies were communal in character;
they helped to intensify village roli-
darity.

Today, this solidurity is being
violated by more individuulistic
norms. One ecason being the use of
more sophisticated agticulturaltech-
nology which assurcsdefiniteretwrne,

The implantations of agricultura]
capitalism hag genvrated techno-
logical progress, which encourages
private onterprise. The women of
this area who are largely excluded
by the process of plan implemen-
tation have not benefitted from this
ethos ofindividualism, which assures
success to those who pussess meany
of participation. The women are not
a target group of official develop-
ment policy. At the level of the
local sphere, women have only been
drawn into pionceragricultural deve-
lopment, as theirhusbands aides and
thus as unpaid labourers ; not as rece-
pients of modern agricultural train-
ing and other facilitics. This iden
was also couoborated by extension
officers of the area. These officials
considered the peasants Jives to be
easier than beforec owing to the
rationalisation of agriculture whick
makes it possible to grow paddy
annually. However, these officialy
overlooked the fact that other types
of food crop production is still per-
formed though within the d¢ mestic
sphere. As long as official guidance
and incentives are not offercd to
improve homie-garden protuction
women are condemned to continue
agricultural operations labaoriously
and inefficiently. Consequently the
situation is such that men largely
work on a seasonal basis, whereas
women work continuously.

Female Political and Social Activities

In the Purana villages the mest
important social and political acti-
vities devolved on the males. Thae
situstion seoms to be very much the
same today too, because we found
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that only 5 female settlers and 7
fomale resettlers involved in acti-
vities exXternal to the domestic
sphere.

Most of the Purana village women
knew how to weave mats—a tradi-
tional female skill facilitated by the-
availability of rushes. However, very
few (only 9) were willing to produce
_ for sale. Five Purana female settlers
knew how to sew garments (3 had
invested in sewing machines, which
each cost about Rs. 1,000/-. Textiles
had to be procured externally).
Another woman was planning to
convert part of her homestead into
a boutique.

Bome of the resettler women on
the other hand appeared to possess
more variegated vocational skilly
(acquired in their native villages),
15 resettler women who belonged to
the samedistrict knew only weaving
and sewing. However, three others
who hailed from Moratuwa, were
adept at weaving rattan seats of
chairs and sofas which enabled them
to earn & handsome sum. Two of
these women were planning to set up
business. Prospects are fairly bright
for this type of occupation, since
there exists a demand for skilled car-
penters inthis area. About 9 women
were skilled at the more advanced
and sophisticated weaving practices
like basket weaving for example.

Consequently. resettler Women,
whose native villages are situated
outside the Anuradhapura district,
introduce new values and skills to
the resettlement areas, not only in
terms of vocational training and
trade but also in terms of different
agricultural traditions. Certain
Purana village wemen commented
with a hint of envy that the
“QOutsiders’”’ were acquainted with
superior methods of farming too,
and that consequently their fields
were more productive, and that their
products more diverse.

On the whole there is a paucity of
industrial knowledge locally. The
few families engaged in commerce
found it difficult to expand beyond
the limited scale of a small family
elterprise owing to the lack of capi-
tal and marketing facilities. The
initial capital possessed by most
entrepreneurs Wwas the negligible
sum of Rs. 1,000/-
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Thus the female potentialities for
industrial occupatioris in the future
is limited,unless of course proper
troining facilities are provided.
Otherwige the females of this region
will ‘be confined to employment
only as unsgkilled labourers.

Females and Leadership
We observed that women do not

hold key positions within the new

stratum of leadership. There are
about 40 female ‘“Professional’’ wor-
kers in the region.

When questioned about the villa-
gers, most of these female officials
stated that the villagers had little
or no consideration for them. The
same idea was reiterated by the
villagers—a fact which illustrates
the severe communication gap pre-
valent in the area, between the offi-
cials and the peasants. Consequent
ly, it becomes evident that women
have few opportunities of making
their opinions felt, as long as they
have not been granted positive roles
in the scheme of plan implemen-
tation,

While the local sphere is losing
importance, the ties between the
domestic and non-local spheres
have strengthened and now charac-
terize a relationship of mutual de-
Pendency. It is generally believed
that Purana Village society valued
collective principles. However, one
must refrain from overemphasis,
since rights pertaining to inheritance
and ownership were highly indivi-
duated. Thus is an ideal mode
equally important.

However, it should be noted that

the given data describes & society in

transition so that it is probable that
the findings will have only tempo-
rary relevance; on the other hand,
trends may become strengthened/
institutionalised inthe fitture. A new
type of social higrarchy is likely to
emerge for example, which will be
sustained by non-traditignal values.
Only posb evaluations will reveal the
effects of change that have taken on
a more permanent character. -

Due to the recent interest taken in
women’s living conditions in poor
countries—and the information sup-
plied on the subject—there appears
to be a gradual awareness of the fact
that women are seldom drawn into
the so-called “process of develop-

ment/modernigation”. In this res
pect it could be mentioned that the
official authorities are yet wun-
decided (orlacking practicalanswers)
ag to how women should be treated
ap a Beparate category in this deve-
lopment scheme in order to ensure
that their situation is not proceeding
from bad to worse during the present
societal changes.

The success of any project initiated
depends on & process of atwo way

‘communication :

* external organizational forces, like the
state for example, should take an interest
in the scheme and exert project control.

* positive responses by the beneficiaries of
the project. As regards the Mahaweli
Scheme, the authorities seem to be
oblivious of the participatory role of the
women. Owing to lack of job oppor-
tunities and the low standard of edu-
cation and constrained mobility,
women too are lazy and inmarticuate
about their problems. Nevertheless, it
will be exhilarating for planners to know
that the population of the area have
favourable notions about future deve-
lopment created by this scheme. Since
the project is as yet undergoing its initial
state, it is not too late to try and improve
the situation of these women.

* female participation of a non-expioitative
character Could be assured by taking
steps to Provide agricultural training (for
example intensification of homegarden/
foodcrop production).

* courses in nutrition, domestic budgeting,
introduction of labour-saving devices,

* provision of avenues for female employ
ment by accelerating industrial and other
productive activities in the area,

¢ jntroduction of legislation to protect
rights of women, . non-discriminatory
Jegislation regarding the women in the
roles of household heads/creditors/co-
operative members,

Buch steps could be realized if
positive atbempts are made. From
the point of view of investment too,
this emphasis of the female working
potential is feasible when one con-
siders the fact that women already
appear to be very hard working and
conscigntious (and often even mgre
so than men.) One aspect of Wes-
tern experience regarding thetrans-
formation of a subsistence economy
into a capitalist economy, is that
women have lost many of their
traditional privileges, complemen-
tary roles and functions in the pro-
cess. Itis possible for Bri Lankan
policy-makers to benefit from this
experience by devising measures
carefully to avoid or minimize such
undesirable effects.
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