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Pn the last 24 decades, extensive cutting down 
and destruction of forests of the dry zone and the 
wet zone have taken place, unprecedented in the 
liistory of the country. In earlier years, i.e. before 
thc forties, forest exploitation was limited and in 
British times, very little of the forest cover was touched 
and that was mainly for chena cultivation. The cou~itry 
depcnded on imports of tiiiiber for a good part of its 
icqu~remcnts. It is important to recall that the Biitish 
in~ported timber from other Asla11 countries such as 
Burma and Tha~land, because they reziised the value of 
preserving forcsts and were of the view that unlimited 
supplies could not be obtained from the forests in Sri Lanka. 
After the country gained Independence, a clear-cut 
p o l i k o n  tlic exploitatio~i of forests and reforestation 
has not bcen laid down and economic develop~nent policy 
ilself p a d  littlc or no attention to the conservation 
oS natural resources. Plans preparcd so far for 
~ ~ o l l o ~ i i i c  development have not dealt wlth the urgent 
problcln of coilserving cxist~ng forcst resources and 
rapidly ~ntroducing a nation-widc program of 
co~iscrvation and reforestation. 

ln the Sift~es and after, much less attention 
was paid to  this aspcct, because there was a scliool of 
thouglit IJI the Island that there wcre adequate forest 
reserves both in the wet and In the dry zones, 
particularly in the former, to meet the country's require- 
ments of t~mber, as fuel, for railway sleepers, for 
building constructio~~, plywood mak~ng and other uses. 
In relat~on to the size of the population in the period 
before the fort~es, the level of indi~strial and agricultural 
develop~nent of tlic country and the requirements 
of fuel, it IS prcs~~inably correct to say that the forcst 
reserves thcn available, werc adequate. But since 
then the extent of exploilatlon has gone up collsiderably. 
After the commencement of river valley developn~ent 
schemes that started with the Gal Oya project, 
extens~ve areas of the dry Lone forcsts were cleared for 
lalid alienation to the peasantry and to increase the 
ava~lab~lity of land for doniestic agriculture. Every 
successive rlvcr valley devclopnient scheme has resulted 
in the extensive clearing oS dry zone forests, in addition 
to the continulug destruction of forests for chena cullivation. 

11 is presumably a corrcct cstinlatc that today 
approxiinatcly two-thirds of thc wet zone and dry zone 
forests no longer remain. From the point of view of 
timber yields, the dry zone forests provided only 
lililitcd quantities of econonlically usef~~l  timber. 
According to an esl i~na~e made in 1961, out of a total 
forcst area of 6.12 inillion acres, 5.3 illillion 
acres arc in the dry zone. Nowei/er large this area is, the 
quality of the natural iorest in the dry zone is far 
inferior to that in the wet zone. According to tlie 
Forest inventory 01 Ceylon (1961), 96 per cent of the 
dry zone forest is categorised as low or unproductive. 

The most popular varieties of timber from the dry zone 
forests have been species such as satin and halmilla. 
The natural regeneration of these varielics have been 
extremely slow and it has not been possible for 
Inan to propagatc these species in plantations. 

In the late fifties, the Huntlng Survey Co~poratiorl 
estiniated the area of wet zone forests at 619,800 acres, 
and in 1970 tlic esllnlate of the Forest Department was 
557,000 acres. But t!me secln to be overesti~llates 
considering the phe~lomenal destruction of forests 
that have taken place. In tlie case of the wet zone, 
thc removal of a good part of the forest cover in this 
region has taken place sllice the early fifties. Tlie 
main factor behind .this has been alienation of land to 
peasants and thc opening up of land for agriculture. 
S~nce the mid-sixties, howevcr, the nlajor factor behind 
the reduction of the wet zone foresl cover has been the 
exploitation of the li.il~ted tiinber resources ill this rcgion 
for the two plywood conlplexes of tlie Plywood 
Corporation located at Gintota and Kosgama. 
Wad thc Plywood Corporatioll not proceeded with the 
manufacture of plywood and ti~liber products, it is very 
l~kely that a considerable part of thc wet zone forests lllay 
liavc still bec~i preserved, despilc the fact t l~a t  land 
alienatlo11 for settlemcnl. and for cultivatio~i purposes 
went on indiscrinlinately from the f~fties onwards. 

Tlie cstablishment of' the second plywood factory 
at Kosgama, resultcd in the niechanised logging of thc 
oldest priineval forcst in Sri Lanka, the Si~lllaraja forest. 
To feed the first plywood factory, established in the 1940-45 
period at Gintota, the Stale Timber Corporatioll 
and the Plywood Corporation had proceedcd with the 
exploitation of other rich wet zone forests at Kaneliya, 
Dediyagala and Nakiadeniya. 

The exploitation of these forest groups ill the 
wet zone were based 011 wrong estimates and f,ilse 
notions about tlic availability of timber. The 
correspondence between ininistries alld goveri~rnent 
from 1965 to 1970 clearly shows that certain bureaucrats 
had a vested interest in giving incorrecl estimates and 
wrong advice to the authorities because they were 
anxious to proceed with the expansion of ille Giniota 
factory and the establishment of the elabordted wood 
working complex at Kosgama. Thc Kosgalna factory 
which has been referred to as thc largcst plywood and 
woodworking complex in Asia obviously had to tap the 
the r~chest sources of timber in the Island. Although 
at that time, the Sinharaja forest covered about 
25,000 acres, tlie impression given to tlie authorities 
was that this 25,000 acrcs could on a continuing 
basis feed the large co~nplex at Kosgarna, whose iilain 
object was to make the country, in the first instance, 
self sufficient in plywood for tea cllests and also to make a 
wide range of othcr products from the timber that was 
used for the plant. 



Tile proposal to exploit the Sirzharaja forcst 
should have, from the outset, been loolied tipon in tlld 
context of Sinharaja as a uu~que national asset not to be 
touchcd by lnan b ~ ~ t  handed down to posterity and to 
the world at large as one of the few remain~ng tropical 
rain forests. Quitc rightly, this proposal cagcndcrcd 
much controversy and tremendous oppositloll from the 
public, and the government in powcr at 1h:it trmc, took 
l~tllc hccd of the public oulcry that arose froill tlic 
dccisioll to exploit the Sinharaja forcst. 

The S~nl~araja lorest consisted of about 25,000 
acres of tropical ram foresl and it IS situated in lhc 
rcgiolls of the Southern and Sabaragamuwa Provillces 
\vhich rcceive over 200 inchcs of rainfall every year. 
The forcsl ltself 1s unique and a visitor to t h ~ s  forest is 
in~pressed by the distinctive characteristics of the ifegctatioll 
found nowhcre else In the Island. Most 0s thc trees 
stand well above 100 LO 150 Seet, and unlike trces in 
other forests they have very straight trunks w ~ t h  an 
average girth 111 most cases in exccss of 8 to 10 fcct. 
The rich vegetation at the bottorn is SO dcnse, thaL people 
cannot easily walk througl? the forest. Villagers in 
thc area have cut l~ttle known paths through the forest lo 
gcl from the Kalawana and Veddagala side oS the 
lorcst to the southern parts bordered by Dcn~yaya and 
Morawaka and to a few ~solated Ilamlels on the fringe of 
the forest. 

Tlx proposal made by the Plywood Corporatio~l 
in 1966 was to set up the second plywood factory at 
Kosgaina with the object of producing 60 per cent of the 
4 nlillion tea chests required by the country, while the 
balance 40 per cent would be produced by the expanded 
Gintota Factory. 'The estimates then made indicated that 
the Gintota factory would require 1.2  nill lion cu ft of 
tinlber and the second Kosga~na factory would require 
1.8 to 2 million cu ft of ti~nber making a total of 
approximately 3.2 million cu ft. In the integrated second 
mdl, the waste tinlber consisting of cores and waste veneer 
would be converted into chip board. Other off-cuts 
or timber would be used to make battens for 
plywood chests and lurniture. 

T h ~ s  proposdl was ~wadc by o l t~c~als  01 Lhc 
l*lywood Corporat~on, who lidd 111 earl~cr ycars worked 
111 the Forest Departnlent as spec~al~sts. Apparently it 
controversy developed at this tllne between the 
Polest Department oSSmals, who were inore knowledgcable 
about the forest resources ln the country and who 
were conservation~st or~ented, and the Plywood 
Corporation off~c~als  who were pr~mar~ly  keen to bu~ld 
up a huge ~ndustrlal emplre. The plywood could not 
ouly feed the tea export ~ n d u s t ~ y  but also bc used 
tu n~ake d var~ety 01 otllc~ wood p~oducts. These could 
cds~ly be exported II the do~nes t~c  market could not 
absorb them. 

Throughoul 1967, thc Folcst Dcpartmc~lt caut~oned 
the o t f~c~als  In tlic Plywood Corporation who had 
given advlce to the Ministry of l ndus t~~es  and F~shcncs, 
that adequate raw inaterlal was not ava~lable to feed 
Llic glgantlc Kosgaina factory. Tlxc Forcst Depai l~ncnt 
v~rtually adv~sed against c~ubaiking 011 a new project which 

would require additiofially soillc 1.8 to 2 n~illion cu ft 
of timber, annually. The latter rcquircmcnl was in 
addition to the growing Z m a n d  for ti~nber both l'rorn 
the wet and dry zone forcsts for building construction, 
railway sleepers, other woodwork and as fuel. By 
thc end of the sixties, the ti~llber requircnle~lts for all 
thcsc purposes had gone up rapidly mainly ~ L I C  to thc 
increase in thc size of thc population and thc prog~cssive 
diversification of ecol~on~ic aclivllics which involvcd 
a snore extensive and wider use of tinlber. Dcspitc this, 
the Ministry ol" Planning and Econolnic Affairs had been 
in favour or  this project as far as the rnanuSaclurc of 
plywood chcsts was concerned. Tbc Ministry of 
Planning and Economic Affails however, rcpeatcclly 
poiutcd oul that thc Kosgama s ~ t c  for thc l'dctory was 
unsullable since the b~~l lc  of the raw material had 
to come from thc wet zone forests and bccausc 
of the heavy additional cost of transporting 11mbcr. 

111 a mcmoraildum addrcsscd to thc Pernld~icnt 
Sccrctary of Land Irrigation and Power, dated FcbrAry 
1960, the Chairman of thc P19wood Corporatloil at  that 
tinle indicated that he had obtained approval for an 
integrated plywood coinplex and that he would procced 
to establish this factory which would go into production 
by 1970. Apparently, at  this point, even a World 
Bank report had given support to this project. 
This Report had recornmei~ded "Erect a new plywood plallt 
(near timber supplies) wl~ich would be double thc 
size of the expanded Gintola, provide adequate 
capacity for the production of battens and install a 
ch~p-board unit". The Ministry of Planning and 
Econo~nic Affairs, however, was keen on ensuring 
that the project should be restricted to the nlanufacture 
of plywood and chipboard, which would curtail timber 
requ~rernents, because the Ministry of Planning seelns 
to have been aware that timber was madequate to feed 
the proposed complex. 

Wlth regard to the expioltation of Sinharaja forest, 
the Ministry of Industries and F~sheries In Jtily 1,067, 
requested that the Sinharaja forest should be handed 
over to the Ceylon Plywood Corporation lo supply the 
new 111111. At the salne lime, the Chairman of the 
Plywood Corporat~on In Februaly 1968, requcsled thc 
release of 1111s forest to the Plywood Corporation or 
thc Plywood Corporallo11 work as a contractor Sor the 
korcst Department for the supply of timber. 
The rcquest of the Plywood Corporation for t l~e  rclcasc 
of the Sinharaja Sorest was not accepted. 

111 October 1968, the Plywood Corporation laad lsut 
forward a further proposal to illcrease the all roulld 
capacity of the project. But the Ministry ol' I-'lanning 
and hconocnic Affairs repeatedly advised against increaaillg 
the scope of the project and particularly tile 
establishment of the furniture plant. Wit11 tile 
proposed increased capacity of thc mill, thc tilllbcr 
requirements of this project whicl~ was origillally estinlatctl 
t o  be in the region 01' 2 illilli 011 CLI St we111 LIP to 4 lllillio~l 
cu ft per year and what was intendcd to be the 
secoild plywood fdctory by then had l u r ~ ~ e d  oul to .be a 
~nassive woodworking complex. 



With a view to meeting the timber requirements 
for the Island, the State Tiiiiber Corporation 
]lad in 1968, requested Caliadian aid for the establish~ne~lt 
O F  n logging project for timber supplies. This 
request resulted in a team of Canadian consultants 
arrlvlng in Sri Lanka in Novclnber 1970. They 
submitted a report ent~tlcd "011 Site Study and P l a~ i  of  
Operatio11 for a Mechanised Loggiiig Project in S~nharaja 
Forest, Ceylon". Soon after, a loati was 
signed between the gcvernment of Sn La~ika and the 
~overn~iient of Canada, in February 1971, to assist financing 
(he project. This was followed by the s~gning o f z  
contiact between the State Tiinber Corporat~on and 
Mcssrs Reid Coll~ns Assocletcs of Canada on 1 st Novcmber 
1971 for carvylllg out the mechanrscd logging project, 
2nd the agicerncnt indicaled thal tlie cxploitatlo~l of 
thc rosest would start in Octobci 1972. 

BY the time the mecl~anised logging liad 
colllmenced at Sinliaraja, tlie total timber requirements 
of th: Ceylon Plywood Corporation had gone up to 
5.5 maion cu St. This was in addition to the large 
q~~aliti ty of tiiiiber required for other purpo, Z e ~  such as 
housillg construction, railway sleepers and fuel. The 
til~-,ber required by the Piywood Corporation to feed 
its two factories at Ginlota and Kosgama Iiad 
to be supplied fi-om the wet zone forests because there 
was 110 timber available in the dry zone and furthermore, 
the species available in the dry zone being Iiard- 
woods were not s!.~itable as raw nlaterial for the 
plywood factories. By this time, i.e. in 1972, over 70 p:r 
cent of the harvestable limber in the wet zone had 
already been exploited and these included snlaller 
forests such as Icaneliya, Dediyagala, Ruhunukanda, 
Morapitiya and Nakiadeniya. Of what remained, 
Sinliaraja was the largest u~iexploited forest in the wet zone. 

Arg~~nie~i t s  wcle presented by ~~iteiested 
l,art~es tli,tt unlcss Sinliaraja was exploited i t  

would not be poss~ble to prov~de the timber requirements 
oS the Kosgania complex. The government In powcr 
at that t~me,  seems to have accepted this view 
While the Canad~ans who were overenthus~asLtc about 
the conscrvatlon of natural resources in the~r own counlry 
did no1 constde~ ~t wlong to enLer Into a contlact w ~ i h  
the Sidle Tlinbcr Corporat~oi~ to start a logg~ng project 
~n the only remalnlng pr~lneval forest in Sri Lanka. 

The 11ony was tliat wlirle the Kosgaina complex 
alone requ~red 4 million cu ft of t!niber, the inaxiniu~ii 
amount that co~lld be harvested from Ssnharaja under 
~~ l t cns~vc  explo~tatio~i was only 3 ~iiil l~on cu ft and to 
ensule the baldnce requ~remeni.: further cutting down 
01 the o the~  denuded wet zonz loiests, such a, 
IJcd~y~gaia, l i~lhunukai~da anti Mo~ap~.ly;l, had to bc 
undertaken. All t111s resulted tn plans foi thc Inole 
~ntenslve cxploitdt~on of' Slnharaja Had tlie ptoducllon 
ol thc plywood co~inplcx at Kosgarn~ been 11:ni~ed L O  tile 
inniitifactu~e of plywood only abo~i i  1.4 mill~on cu ft 
oi' timber as planned o~lg~nal ly would kave been 
1cqi1:rcd In wl~!ch case, the proposttl foi iog~rilg S ~ n h a ~ a j , ~  
could have been confined to modcst dimc~istons and the 
plOJCct  ise elf could hdvc been spread out over a much 
longer pcrlod. 

The ~ a ~ l a d i a i ~  logging colltractors indicated that 
Sinharaja like other wet zone forests tliat were 
bein3 exploited would not be clear felled and thal trecs 
wo~:ld be cut down according to the felling rules of t l~e  
Forest Departmei;t. This means that felling would 
not be permitted on either side of streams within 2 
chains and trees of only 4 feet in girth and above would 
be felled and extracted. Furthermore, an adequate nuniber 
of seed trees of large size as well as all trees with a girth 
of less than 4 feet vioulcl be lest unfelled. Tlie Forest 
D2partment tliroughoi~i its long history has adhered 
to its own rules; a.ud up to  this time hardly any 
wet zone forest had been exploited by ~iieci~anised mcais. 
In fact, visits to the Ida~ieliya, Dediyagala slid 
Nakiadeniya forest reserves, showed that elephants 
were being used in harvesting tiiiiber and this had bee11 
done very systeniatically with minimum damagc to 
tlie rest of tlie forest cover. Vehicles have been 
used only for the transportation of timber fro111 
the site to the factories. 

Repeated visits to Sinharaja slio\ved that ~ l ic  
Canadian methods of exploitation were not only most 
i~nsatisfactory but that iT proceeded further, in 
ten years it would result in the ciear felling of the entire 
Sinliaraja forest complex. For the first tilme, 
mechailised logging on an extensive scale was practiced in 
tlie Sinharaja forest. The Canadians used power 
driven chain saws to cut down trees and these were 
hauled away by tiiiiberjacks which weighed froin 7 io 8 
tons and each having driving wheels which were about 
5 feet in diameter. The first destructive element 
in tlie felli~lg operatior, caliie with the felling of the 
larger trees sometimes 12 io 15 feet in girth and standing 
more than 120 feet clear of tile base. Since the foliage 
in the Sinharaja was very dense, and large trees stood 
close to each other, the relling of the huge trees resulted in 
extensive damage to trees that were of less than 4 feet 
in girth which were not cut down under the ternis of Ilie: 
contract, and those tliat were earmarked as seed bearers. 

Furtherniore, ollce the trees fell on the ground, the 
second generation of the plants which were conling up 
were completely crushed and destroyed. For the 
operation of timberjacks, an extensive network of 
logging roads and skidder tracks had to be carved o ~ ~ t .  
Tlie operation of the tiniberjacks had serious ecologia:al 
effects and tended to destroy ecosysteiiis that had 
existed for centuries. For one thing, the heavy 
machinery tended to coinpress tlie soil, thus inhibililag 
rapid regeneration of tlie forest. Furtherniore, 
the mechanical dragging of tlie huge logs, so~netisnes 
25 feet in length resulted in enormous gullies and f u r r o ~ s .  
The extensive network of roads and skidder tracks 
precipitated hcavy erosion and the removal of the 
rich top soils which had been respoiisibl~ Tor 11uAuring 
the unique vegetation. The gullyi~ig and the furrowing 
effect of tjic rains resulted in a complete inibalance 
of the iiatural ccosysteni and res~~lted in a progressi\i@ 
change in the character of the forest with very 
low prospects of the natural regeneration of 
indigenous species of trees. 



The streams of sinharaja before the Canadian! 
started loggir!~ operations used to be quite clear, free of 
sediment and olie could see the bottom of the 
streams with pebbles and fish, even 8.1 times wllell it rained 
very heavily. With lhc meclianised logging the strealns 
for the i'irst tialc, beca~nc ~liuddy cnrlylng away Lrgc 
quantities of mud, gri~\/cl and suspended n~atcrial inlo 
the mail1 rivers. The shidder tracks and roadways 
turned into ncw slrea~ns which tended to grcdtly rcduce 
the absorptive and watcr rctentivc powcrs of tlic 
Sorest, discharging much larger quantit~es of water 
rapidly illto the Kaluganga, N~lwala and Ciinganga 
causing flash floods in the lower reaches. 

The origi~~al plan was to cxploit tlie whole of 
Sinharaja on a selective basis to fecd the Kosganla 
complex over a period of 10 to 12 years and then to rest the 
exploited areas for the next 10 to 15 years. Knowing well 
of the disastrous consequence of this program, the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Lands which was in overall charge 
of the exploitation of Sinharaja, indicated that 
i t  would take action to demarcate a 1000 acre reserve 
within Sinharaja under the lnternational Biological 
larogran1 and tliis block was to be kept free of exploitation 
and would be left intact as a part of Sinharaja 
in its natural condition. It  later indicated, that it was 
willing to extend tliis area to 2500 acres and this was on 
the basis of representations made by thc Wild LiSe 
and Nature Protection Society. Professor Ashtoll of 
Aberdeen liad also pleaded for a reservation of at 
least 2500 acres. 

By the time the mcclianised logging projcct liad 
co~nlnenced in 1972, tlie or~ginal estlniated acreage u i  
Sinharaja of about 25,000 acres had got reduccd to 
solliething l~ke 20,000 acres. Tlus was becausc 
tlie villages in the v d n ~ l y ,  both on tlic Kalawana, 
Veddagala s~dc  and the Den~yaya, Morawaka ade, bad 
encroached into the forest with their chena and other 
cultivalions and the perimeters of tlie forest liad rapidly 
receded. To those outside the few villages on the 
pcriphcry of thc forest, before 1970, Sinharaja had not 
been accessible because there wcre only a i'ew 
l~ttle known jeep tracks and paths but the Canadian 
contractors bcfore they commcnccd the logging 
project built an enormous highway some 40 feet 
wide from Vedagala, which la tun1 was linkcd to the 
Colombo Ratnapura road, into thc heart of the forest. 
This road was so wide, that buses and cars in good 
weather could have c~uised into the center of the forest at 
40 m.p.11. This road was built to facilitate lnovcment 
of heavy niachinery ~ n t o  the forest, ~licluding timberjacks, 
tractors, mechanical loadcrs and for the 60 feet long 
Hayes timber carriers that carried the harvested logs 
through Veddagala to Kosgnma. 

The accessibility to the heart of Sinharaja 
through this all weather road, resulted in a large 
number of visitors: into the forest, quite apart from the 
~ontrdctors and officials of the Timber Corporation. 
Along with these visitors, the original vegetation and the 

ecological balance came to be upset. For the first time, 
man had taken with him species of plants and creepcps 
which wele not found in the ecological systc~~ls in 
Sinharaja but was found in lllc ~ c s l  of' Llle Lounlry. 
Biologically ancl ecologically, this wab o m  of tlte lirust 
serious adverse affects of the ope~iing of Sinhar4a, 
because natural vegetation in thc alca came no  lo^^^^^ 
to be preserved but foreign, ancl non-indigenous spccle; 
took firm root. What was more, approxinlately 8.5 
per cent of the exploited area, consislcd of sklddcr 
tracks wit11 its hard compressed soils initially, wli~cll with 
the onset of heavy rains -became the beds of new 
fast-flowing streams. 

Since Inore than 10,000 acres of' Sinharaja were 
exploited by thc Canadians, thc conclusion is irlescapable 
that the forest that will rcgencratc itsclf, now 
that lllc logging program has been bclatcdly t~rmiaated, 
would not have the same characteristic as the original 
forest which was inaccessible Lo man. Furthermore, 
the Forest Department which was partly responsible f'cr 
thc replanting of exploited arcas slartcd to plttut 
specics like mahogany and jak which were not at all 
indigenous to Sinharaja. 

The present Governlnent took carly sleps to 
ternlinate the Caliadian projcct, but in thc preceding 4 Lu 
5 year period, intensive exploitation of Sinharaja llad 
taken place and not more than 5000 acres ol' the 
original forest presunlably remaincd unscathed. 
The writer who was a member of the George Rajapakse 
Conlmittee, that reported on the Sinharaja forest and the 
Kosganra Woodworking complex in an unpublished rcport 
to the Com~nittee in 1972, stated "1 a111 not sure 
what the views of the other nlembers of the Co~ll~nittee 
are, but as for me I am totally opposed to thc 
exploitation of Sinharaja in any fonn. This is not 
based on sentiment but on a inuch broader, econo~~lic 
understanding of the problem." 

As the writer anticipated in 1972, the ecoilomic 
gains froni the Kosga~na complex havc bceu ~mini!nal, 
if not negative. A shortage of timbcr, despite the 
exploitation of Sinharaja, in the p ~ i o d  1974 lo 1977, 
has plagued thc Kosgarna complcx. The latter has not 
beell able to work even lo 50 pcr ccnt capacity. 1l1e 
writer liad stated earlier "Evcn if Sinliaraja is exploited, 
therc is no guarantee that adcquate timber supplies will 
be ava~lable to feed tlie complex, after the sixth year. 
The Canadians will be exploiting tnore than 75 per cent 
of Sinharaja in tlie f~ r s t  four years; tlicrcafler, the 
25 per cent of the forest left over niay bc sufflde~it 
fXor a furll~cr two years only. This will be all tlial w~ll  Le 
left for the Ceylonese lo do." AfLcr the fruitless 
projecl on Sinharaja and its prudent termination, 
though belated, SSI Lanka is perliaps lcft only with liluch 
less than 25 per cent of tlie original nlajestic forest, 
and that too, is bercft of the best speclcs of trces and tile 
very bcst cxaniplcs of large flora wliicli Sri Lanka 
was proud to possess bci'ore the foolish expcdilion lo 
Sinharaja was approved by an ill-advised administrat~on. 
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