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T h e growing w o n a d e m a n d on f o o d supplies has led t o en increasing 
dependence of agr icu l ture o n greater m e c h a n i s a t i o n , o n n e w high 
y ie ld ing teed variet ies a n d o n agro-chemicals in order t o step u p pro ­
d u c t i o n . T h e advantages a n d disadvantages of these facets o f m o ­
d e r n agr icul ture have been t h e subject o f m u c h deba te in recent 
years . In an earl ier issue of t h e E c o n o m i c R e v i e w w e discussed 
fe r t i l i ze rs , w h i c h is o n e aspect o f t o d a y ' s extensive agro-chemical 
indus t ry . I n this issue a range o f specialists o n t h e subject discuss 
t h e o t h e r aspect o f agro-chemicals , n a m e l y , pesticides ( w h i c h also 
includes o t h e r ki l lers such as insect icides, fungic ides , rodent ic ides , 
nematocides a n d acar ic ides) . 

Becau/e o f its cor f p l icated character a n d g r o w i n g signif icance t h e 
t rade irt tox ic substances t h e w o r l d over is b o u n d t o be a m a j o r 
source eft co i f f l ic t in t h e years a h e a d . I n a b r o a d overv iew of t h e 
pesticide industry Prof . C . S . Weerara tne . o f t h e F a c u l t y o f A g r i ­
c u l t u r e . R u h u n a Univers i ty examines t h e ma jor issues o n pages 

4 - 1 5 . p r 0 f Nandasa Kodagoda of t h e F a c u l t y of M e d i c i n e , C o l o m ­
b o discusses some aspects o f hea l th hazards in pesticides in Sri 
L a n k a ; w h i l e t h e ext racts f r c m a W H O r e p o r t , p repared w i t h the 
assistance of t w o m e m b e r s of t h e C o l o m b o Medica l F a c u l t y , dealt, 
w i t h the speci f ic issue of pest ic ide po isoning . O c c u p a t i o n a l 
hazards f r o m pesticides are discussed by M . P o n n a m b a l a m of t h e 
Labour D e p a r t m e n t s O c c u p a t i o n a l Hyg iene D iv is ion . T h e app l i ­
ca t ion of pesticides in agr icu l ture is dea l t w i t h by Na l l in i de A l w i s 
of t h e C A R I G a n n o r u w a , w h i l e mechanica l a n d cu l tura l m e t h o d s 
are dea l t w i t h b y A . S . W i d a n a p a t h i r a n a of t h e A R T I C o l o m b o , 
a n d biological c o n t r o l o f p lan t pests are discussed by R a n j i t h 
M a h i n d a p a l a o f t h e C o c o n u t Research I n s t i t u t e . Cer ta in aspects 
of Sr i Lanka 's m a r k e t for pesticides are f ina l ly analysed by resear­
cher R e n t o n d e A l w i s . 
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