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The National Science Council has expanded its scie~llific books, pronlotes inter-library lending, avoids 
Docurnentation and Information Division into a Scientific duplication of materials, etc. Additions to the catalogue 
and Technical Information Centre. Thc basic objective are published in a quarterly bulleti~i (Current Sciellce 
of this Centre, which is designated the Sri Lanka Bulletin) which is distributed a~nong tlie participating 
Scientific and Technical Information Centre (SLSTIC) libraries. 
is to collect, process and disseminate information 
relating to Science and Technology. Union List of Periodicals 

SLSTIC fulfils this objective by (a) library resource 
devclopmcnt (b) coordinating wit11 other libraries and 
(c) providing information and documentation services. 

SLSTlCdoes not intend to buildup a comprehens~ve 
collection of books, per~odicals, etc., as it would lead 
to duplication of resources available in other libraries. 
Instead, it concentrates on subject aieas which are not 
covered by other local libraries in order to fill the 
gaps in  the library resources of the country. Threp 
special subject areas have been identified by SLSTIC 
for infomlation development, namely, Science Policy, 
Science Education and Environment. Apart from these 
collections, SLSTlC endeavours to develop a collectio~~ 
of reference books which are not available in most 
other local libraries. 

With the cooperation of other local scientific and 
lechnical libraries, SLSTIC has initiated a National 
Science Information Network. This network helps 
SLSTIC as well as other lj braries to exchange and transfer 
information and to sharc their resources with a view to 
utilizing locally available informatjon sources in the 
]nost eco~lolnical way. Hence, SLSTIC'S I~~formation 
and docu~nentation services are not restricted to its 
own stocks. 

Some of the current activities of SLSTIC and the 
scrvices provided by it to scientific personnel in Sri 
Lanka are as follows: 

Union Catalogue 

111 ke-ping with its objectives of coordinating the 
resources of Sri Lanka libraries, SLSTIC has inaugurated 
the co~npilation of a Union Catalogue of Scientific and 
Technical books in Sri Lanka. This is the first of its 
kind compiled in Sri Lanka. 

At present 20 libraries send information about their 
new acquisition to SLSTIC to be included in the Union 
Catalogue. 

This Union Catalogile helps to locate locally available 

This is a Central Catalogue of Scientific and Techiiical 
Periodicals acquired by the libraries in Sri Lanka. 
Whereas the union catalogue records the book acquisitions, 
the union list will record the periodicals. This is being 
compiled and would be issued sl~ortly. 

Indexing of Scientific Literature 

One of the earliest services started by SLSTIC 
is the indexing of local scie~~tific literature. The ]nail1 
objective of this service is to record and analyse the 
1.1ationa1 output of scientific and technical literaturc. 
The information is issued j n the form of a quarterly bulletin 

The Sri Lanka Sciencc Index. 

SLSTCC's national indexiug service is designed to 
include all forms of published and unpublished 
documents, giving special elnphasis to periodical articles, 
conference reports, research reports, newspaper articles, etc. 

Reports Depository 

Work on building up a national depository for scleiltific 
and technical reports has been started. This collection 
includes R & D reportsissued by scientific and techl~ical 
institutions, seminar and conference documents and 
reports prepared by individual research workers. 

SLSTIC has received reports issued by Scientific 
and Technical lnstitutiol~s through Inore thao 100 
coordinating officers nominated by Lhe iuslitutions 
concerned for this purpose. 

Inter-library lending 

One of t l ~ c  scrvices provided by SLSTIC to local 
scientists is lend,ng of reading materials. SLSTIG 
borrows books fi'om other libraries, too, for the ~ L I ~ ~ O S C  

of lending. Requests for inter-library loans ~ 1 1 0 ~ ~ l d  be 
made by the library of which the lequestor is a mcrrtbcr. 
Inter-library lendlng facilities have been granted to 
SLSTIC by more than 25 libraries. 



Pbuiocopyhg hervices (locally available p~~b l i ca t i o~~$]  

SLSTlC underlalces the sapply of pl10i0~0pies of 
sckeiltlfic doca~nents at coiaparat;vely low rates  
Tliis s:ivice includes the location and procurement of thc 
original. documi:nt for copy; ng. Requests for photocopies 
could be sent by post. 

Plaotocopy Procurement Service: (documents not available 
locally) 

When the original Is not available locally SLSTIC 
elldeavoui-s to procure photocopies f1 om foreign 
sources. Tlie Briiish Lcnding Liblary v$/hich holds a 
vast collcclion of perlociicals and reports has been 
selected by SLSTlC for ob t a i~~ ing  photocopies. 
Pavnlents can be  rnade to SLSTPC ill local. currency for 
111;s service. 

Ealvironamerrtal Imformation Service 

For tlle bcnefit of scient;sts who are engaged in research 
and study 011 various aspects of tlze environment, 
SLSTIC has Enauguiated an Environinental Inforllzation 
Service. A survey of nnforiaation requirements to 
evaluate tlie iiifcrests of ~ndividual scientists is being 
car;icd o ~ i t  by SLSTLC. These scientists will be supplied 
wit11 information relatitlg to  their fields of interest. 

A quarterly, Enviram,ental AcquisDitio~zs, is publishcd 
alld distributed among scie~ktists in thc releyant fields. 

Envir-mmenf;al Acquisitions (QuartcrIy) 
(described above) 

(b) Direct~ries 

Directory of Szientiflc & Techilical Persoiinel-1974 

Directory ofScie~~tif~cRescarchProjects 1970-73 

Directory of Scientific Research 1nstltut;ons 
in Sri Lanka - 1976. 

Current Fore;gn Science Serials in Sri Lanka 
1975. 

Sri Lanka Scientific & Tcclinical Periodicals 
Directory. 

Union List of S & T Abstracting and Indexing 
Services in Ssi Lanka libra~ies. 

Directory of Scientific C;r. Technical Libraries 
in Sri Lanka. 

(c) Seminar Reports 

E~~vironmcntal Management in Sri Lanka. 
Science Policy and Planning 
Man and his E~~virotrment 
Sun-drying Methoddagy 

(d) Pei.EoclicaJs 
Annual Reports 

Journal of the National Science Council 
One of the ~ L L L I C ~ ~ O I Z S ~ O ~  thc informatCO~~ ceutrc is of Sri Lanka (Bi-aunual) 
to  maintail1 all organised col lect ia~~ af amxd reparts Qidurava (Quarterly) 
of Scien.tifjc and Technical I~tstitulions. This co~ecl ion 
now colisists of lnore than 500 annual reports of various 
institutions. 

(1  2) Futnrc Activities 

Library Services 
SLSTlC has planned to undertake the followiilg 
tasks i n  the future: 

Apart frola the above special iilformatio~l services, 
SLSTIC performs the usual library services toits mellibers. (a) Patent Procure17zelzt Service l o  supply foreign 
Literalure searches, compilation of bibliographies, and patents and patent literature at (he request of 
provision of reference facilities are some of these services. libmries and individual scientists. 

Publications (O) Procurenlent oj' trui~dations to obtain hran*s- 
lations of scientific and tecl~nical articles in 

SLSTlC prepares several occasional and regular foreign periodicals on request. 
B-,sides the documents produced by 

iefice SCSTGIC, other p~tblications of the National Sc' 
Council are also available for sale or for reference at ( c )  Parzel of trm~slulors to appoint a pallel of 

SLSTIC. Among lhem are the follo\ving translators who would undertake translatio~l 
of scientific documents. 

(a) Information Bulletins 
( d )  Audio-visual serl~ices thc cent14e will collect 

Sri Lanlsa Science Index (Quarterly) audio-visoal material which \vill be accessible 
(described above) to other libraries. 

Curre~zi Sciel?ce B~~l le t in  (Quarterly) 
(described above) 

(e)  Tuoininq Service the centrc will prov;de in- 
service tralnr ng for li hv-ry personnel. 
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