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TN his address the Hon'ble Mr. J. R. Jayavvardena said that the first meeting o f the Board of 
A Management of this Institute was held in the Legislative Council Chambers in Colombo 
on April 27, 1929. This was the culmination of almost 17 years of agitation for the establishment 
of an institution to carry out a programme of research for the coconut industry. It is not possible 
for me to mention the names of all those w h o took a leading part in this agitation, but it would 
not be unfair to single out the Low-Country Products' Association as an institution which worked 
whole-heartedly towards the accomplishment of this ideal. Since then, during these two and 
a half decades, the Institute has studied the industry on scientific lines, g iv ing the industry valuable 
advice as to h o w to increase yields and to reduce the cost of production. 

Today, the Institute is split up into several divisions, and I have recently been able to persuade 
the Government to increase the cess which would enable the financial difficulties of the Institute 
to be surmounted. It has today sufficient money not only to carry on its work, but also to 
venture out into new fields, and with extra State aid to embark on a large programme of replanting. 

The coconut industry, together with the tea and rubber industries, is one of the three major 
commercial industries of Ceylon. O f these three industries, the coconut industry is mainly a small­
holders' industry while it caters to a competit ive world market and cannot control world prices 
of coconut products. In order to survive and to compete, the industry must reduce its cost of 
production and increase its productive capacity. This Institute carries on its experiments and 
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g i v e s advice o n all factors tha t g o in to the increased p r o d u c t i o n of coconu t s , such as, soil cond i t i ons , 
* n d cul tura l opera t ions tha t will i m p r o v e t he yie lding capaci ty of t he soil, the cu l t iva t ion o f 
h igh -y i e ld ing pa lms , the des t ruc t ion of pes ts and diseases, a n d further indus t r ia l uses c o c o n u t 
•products can b e p u t t o . 

A n i m p o r t a n t n e w d iv i s ion is t he A n i m a l H u s b a n d r y Div i s ion w h i c h studies the in ter - re la t ion­
sh ip be tween l ives tock and c o c o n u t . T h i s d iv i s ion assumes an added impor t ance after the es tab­
l i shmen t of t he M i l k B o a r d and the efforts be ing m a d e b y G o v e r n m e n t to popula r ize t he c o n s u m p ­
t i o n of mi lk . T h e d e v e l o p m e n t of secondary l ives tock indust r ies w o u l d p r o v i d e an add i t iona l 
source of i n c o m e to the c o c o n u t smal l -holder . I t can be imag ined w h a t a source of i n c o m e o v e r 
a mi l l ion head of cat t le n o w s t raying in c o c o n u t - g r o w i n g areas, p roper ly cared for," cou ld p roduce . 

I w i sh t o emphas ise tha t this B o a r d has been en t rus ted w i t h the task of seeing that 10,000 t o 
15,000 acres of coconu t s are r ep lan ted annual ly w i t h high-yie lding nuts . T h e necessary funds have 
b e e n m a d e avai lable, n o t on ly by t he increased cess b u t also by the g ran t of Rs . 5 lakhs in the new 
B u d g e t , for this scheme of rep lan t ing , a n d I t rus t there w o u l d be no fur ther delay in its imp lemen­
t a t i o n . W e are also releasing 200 acres f rom a forest reserve for the pu rpose of es tabl ishing an 
isola ted seed g a r d e n and for establ ishing 18 nurser ies t h r o u g h o u t the Is land t o supply h igh-yie ld ing 
seedl ings . A t t he e n d of 10 years f rom today , I h o p e tha t 150,000 acres will be replanted w i t h nine 
mi l l ion h igh-y ie ld ing seedl ings; Rep lan t ing doas n o t on ly mean w o r k in connec t ion w i t h rep lan t ­
i n g c o c o n u t s a l ready g r o w i n g , b u t also n e w p lan t ing o n l a n d to be opened u p . T h e s e t w o aspects 
therefore f o r m o n e p a r t of t he G o v e r n m e n t p r o g r a m m e for t he rehabi l i ta t ion of the c o c o n u t i ndus ­
try. T h e o t h e r p a r t inc ludes the g r a n t i n g of direct subsidies t o c o c o n u t g r o w e r s , e i ther by way 
of cash t o he lp t h e m in r econd i t ion ing their estates o r special concessions wi th r ega rd to the p u r ­
chase o f g o o d s necessary for the p r o d u c t i o n of coconu t s , such as m a n u r e a n d ba rbed wire . I have 
a l ready addressed t he F inance Minis te r a b o u t the r educ t i on of i m p o r t dut ies o n g o o d s tha t are 
essent ia l t o t h e c o c o n u t indus t ry , a n d I wil l be discuss ing w i t h associat ions of c o c o n u t p roduce r s 
t h a t - p o r t i o n of the. rehabi l i t a t ion scheme w h i c h involves the g ran t of further State subsidies; 

I w o u l d l ike t o conc lude by saying tha t there is n o need for a larm o n accoun t of a recession 
h i c o c o n u t exports.- I n t h e year 1953. these expor t s w e r e 5.9 pe r cent, h ighe r t h a n t h e average 
for t h e pas t five years , whi le expor t s of c o c o n u t p r o d u c t s f rom o the r c o c o n u t - p r o d u c i n g countr ies 
are . dec l in ing . F o r example , India , the second largest p roduce r had ceased t o expor t copra and 
c o c o n u t p r o d u c t s . I n Ind ia t he p r o d u c t i o n of coconu t s had declined t o such an . ex t en t tha t t he 
in te rna l c o n s u m p t i o n is e igh t nuts pe r p e r s o n per year. I n Ceylon it i s . 300 nu t s pe r -pe r son p e r 
year . T h e r e is , h o w e v e r , n o r o o m for complacence . T h e g o o d w o r k d o n e by this Ins t i tu t e 
has b o r n e fruit in t he p a s t ; it mus t con t i nue t o carry o n t he noble w o r k of research and g ive i ts 
adv ice t o t h e c o c o n u t p roduce r . T h e State has g iven you back ing in t h e past , and since I t o o k 
office y o u have been p r o v i d e d w i t h every cent of the Funds you asked for. W e canno t a l low the 
c o c o n u t indus t ry to b e c o m e a decl ining asset in o u r e c o n o m y . . I t is w i t h tha t pu rpose tha t I l o o k 
to y o u r Ins t i tu t e t o achieve in the .nex t 25 years w h a t w e have been s t r iv ing t o d o ; tha t is , t o m a k e 
t h e Ceylon, c o c p n u t indus t ry a h i g h wa te rmark of efficient p roduc t i on . 
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