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THE * PLANTING  DIVISION.
By O. B. M. CHEYNE, .
Planting Officer.

. e o '

THE Planting Division, a new-comer 1o the Coconut. Research Scheme, came into being .
in Qcrober, 1948, when a clerk was appointed. The following Januaty, .the wrirer

‘ starred work by corresponding with hundreds

of estares. to enquire whether they would be willing to supply s ected seednues. Tr was - -

‘not- until March rhe following year, when three field assistants and six nuseéry ‘atrendants

_were_appointed and the ,tf’!ﬁtei’,_f(:ecorn{t Rescarch Scheme Adissory Officers’ w‘e:erga_t_ﬁiaec’l' "
“to che staff of the-Planting Division, that activie operations. were commeinced ; since then,

x

" ‘the Planting Division has still furcher expanded ies seaff, which now consists of the Planting”-
. Officer, the Assistane Plansing Officer, three Field Advisory
. mifie Nursery Actendants, one clexk, one typist and an oftice pedn. .

Officérs, eight Field Assiscants, -

" The Division has now got 1ts own motor vehiclesd 2} on Goemiter ‘Ibzr?‘and‘ .
“ yand Rover *' or Jeep ; it also passesses a fleer of hand-cares, warer, carts, and whecl-

: . i bt ‘ i by PR P | i

barrows, and carries a Jarge stack of, barbed wire, - rron ferice posts and- feld tools. The -
house this equipment is_ndw. fiearing:complecion.
' £ che Island and.

The field staff is distribuired over all the ain coconurigrowing area
the operations include the provision-of an advisory service to. Cocofut growers, the selection’ -
of sites for coconut nurseries, the purchase of seadnurs and. the"dig,‘p()_s’a{bf Sgig' ¢ed seedlings.

The three Advisory: Officers are mainly concerried with giving adice, on agriculoural
methods to coconur groweérs, more particularlyrto- members of -Cotoniit: Produ 20
operative Socieries ; in addition to these duries, they are responsiblé fo

. Ix isdlso thew.‘fes;pm\sabsgis_;y ,"f*’*?“-'f,‘".hc'%“?‘?‘l‘-“%f ?’Ee- CO::
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*"" These afficers are stationed .at Chilaw. Negombo. and, K uriinegala. ,, AMchough
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d with the smiall grower, whenevera problem s recei
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;‘_ 43.1;.»\5;.:9;}:_, of estgﬁfishing mh:'_s‘eriesf}_zas':beén hcid b:‘zék',by; dffﬁc@i‘ti’es_':of
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In addition to its own nurseries, the Planting Division has pr0v1ded seednuts and
established nurseries for the following Coconut Producers’ Co-operative Societies:—Bolgoda,
Dunagaha, Veyangoda, Madampeila Sandalankawa, Murugala, Kurunegala and Gokarella,
and planting material for nurseries on Agricultural Seacions, Colonizacion Secclements
and Company Estates. :

For replanting or new planting of coconuts, it is essencial that only rhe best planring
matenal available, tt, selecred seednuts, should be used. F irst-quality seednurs comne
from - ** mother palms which have a corisistant yield record of 80 nuts or more per palm
per annum, Such palms are few and far becween and wou!d nat supply more than a small
fraction of the quanmy requxred : !

.

For this reason the praccice of uﬂmg ** hlockenuts '’ has been followed ; these are the
very best nuts which can be selected from the heaps of nuts derived from felds or blacks
an estates wich susrained records of a high anmual yield of nuts per palm anda good
copra out-turn over a period of five years or move. MNot magy estates come up to this high
standard, and of the large number inspecred, we have been able to find only 16 which
are up to the thulred standarci and are at the same time willtng ro fet us have seednuts at
reasonable prices, -~ - D

Some hlgh—yw!dm& esrates h&ve unfﬂrtumrely been unable to assist us owing to the
presenc high price of ° * white capra " which is now férching as much as Rs. 350/- per
candy in the local market, . In consequesice the; w:ll only sell secdnum at a very hlgh pucc
if chey possess a quota for the Pmductzon ‘of * whire mpm, The Planting Division's

financial ition does not permit-paymeént of high rices 'to such growers and so we have
pes B pay 180 P gr

to be dependent for. our. secdnurs on estates w mh produce ardmary copta or sell nues o
the mills, . SR . ,

R T

The selection of seednuts on thme esrares 1S’ dnne under the superwsmn of a held
assistant and his nursery attendant. The selection is very strict and only ripe undamaged
nuts, of serisfactory size andl weight, -are thosen:’ Similarly when. the resulting seedlings
are examined sevetal months. fater, all weak,. leggy-and undersized P!ants are rejecred. It
will be obvious that such PreCﬂ.utlQns will ensure rhan the future generacmn of coconurs will
give high yields, providing the young palms recéive.proper acrention while they are growing
up and the macture palms arg reguhrfy cultivated and manured. .

Up to the mne of wricing, the dlsmbumun of- sclecced aeec{nut;s has beEn as follows :—

7

Replaunng Division Nurseries PO 183 873 ]
Coconur Co-opcrarw Society. Nurqemés R Y - X o<
Government Agricu]rural Smrions. eet... ... .. ... 186000
Estates and Others . . ce et s L 12450
Total .. . 9. .. oS a0 o 480,325

- LT e e ) o o e it s

_Bookings to date for seednut dehverws durmg 1950 airmdy amount o approximeely
' 100,000 nuts and there are other or ders, for dtlwerv even as far forward as 1951.
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8 teplanting their properties, and this is happening on an extensive ‘scale. This awakening

27 . and by lectures and’ talks at various Planters’ Associveions” and meetings of co-operative

there is every chancé chat cthe Replanting ij(ci;t;'iifili maintain a.itate. of perpetual motion,

N AL s . . 3 ST N L e P T PR " a3 A
continvously replacing new palms, for old, so thae the Coconue- Lidaseey of, Ceylon will
not degenerare in its old age, but willremain 3 vitaland gi_g!;ammtiﬂ-’f?tsqz in the économy*
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The target is the supply of two million seednuts annually which will produce roughly -

one million selected seedlings, which will be sufficient ro plant up about 15 thousand acres
 every year. If this s maintained it will be sufficient for the requirements of the iridustiy,
and will*ensure thar its productivity does not fall off, - o

I addirion.’a large number of progressive estare owners are, on theit dwn inftiative,..

interest 1s I consider due, in large rheasure, to the attention thac has been drawn co the .

C need for rejuvenation of this key mdustry; by ;)re:é_;s publicity, by che work of field,ofhicers,

sociectes, and by participating in agricultural exhibitions,

- - . Lok - - - N = -
It cannot be doubted thar the cocdrur planting programme:.is ane-of the most important
. undereakings which. are now being careied out (n this Islaud and. ic is up o all concerried
. {0 help the campaign'and 5o assure its success, | The officials of the Deparement. of Co- -
- opeérative Societies have done much cowards che promotion-of. this impereant work throvgh - -
- the agentcy of the-various Coconur Co-operative Societies; which. are mow ﬁrrnl}rbscabiishéd
in most of the principal coconut-growing areas, © 0 T T - ‘ S
- The Planung Division is financed by a special vote from the Deparement of Agriculture '
and-Funds for the establishment of ‘nurseries for Ce-operative Societies have hitherto
‘been ‘provided by 3 special vote from the Deparement of ‘Cofnmodity Purchase. Un--
 forcunaely this vote is new exhausted and work on belialf of the Coconutr Co-operative
Sucieties {5, for the present, av o standseill, Fuethermore, the vore from the Depastmient
of Agriculeure has also been subjected to a very severe eut, necessitating a drastic’ ctirtailment
of ot activities and a rediccion of nestly 50%, in the.numbeériof seednute, collected for
diseribution: ~ . v I U R
Althiough a satisfactory scaft ds been made, the @reﬁmﬁ?i}%ﬁ:{nhjs‘ fat from satisfactoty.
The machinery has been sec in motion, the wheels hivé begun' to revolve :and?all_x:hg'ﬁt"tfe
cogs ate doing theit share but the oiland thé labricants are lackifg: ..4f chese are provided,
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