
PROJECTS 

HavelockCity: 
New Urbanism in 
Colombo 

M tsl cities in Asia are synony-
nous with density, with a high 
.'oncentration ol people and 

buildings within a small area. This den-
sit) is sometimes planned, as it helps to 
effectively use resources such as trans­
portation and other public services -
the closer we arc in such amenities, the 
lower ihe cost ol ns provision and the 
increase in lis use 

Bui this vcr\ density can sometimes 
be overwhelming It saps all sense ol in­
dividuality, and 11 often reduces an indi­
vidual lo a statistic, mere number m a 
larger whole 

The American movement ot New 
Urbanism,' which originated in the 
1980s, can be seen as a reaction to such 
i rends that threaten the survival ol dis-
imet local community cultures. New 
Urbanism is often recognised as an argu­

ment lor high density development' as 
opposeil to ihe sprawling megalopolis 
that characterises contemporary city de­
velopment. Spread ol low density urban 
development over a vast area (..ills lor in­
dividual vchic e usage and increases ihe 
demand lor transport related land use 
which disrupts the urban culture I b u s 
new urbanism supports mixed-used 
development and encourages walkable 
neighbourhoods where vehicle usage is 
discouraged 

Strong elements ol New Urbanism 
characterises .he layout ol ihe I lavelock 
City development, situated on I lavelock 
Road, in the former space ol ihe Spin­
ning and Weaving Mills.' This project at­
tempts to create a self-contained neigh­
bourhood that houses a large group ol 
people m a single housing development 
while allowing lor community interac­

tion and individuality to he strength 
cned I he architectural challenge in such 
projects is e> enhance a neighbourhood 
spirit by encouraging vibrant interaction 
while still i iisunng a degree ol privai \ 

hollowing a careful structure >l the 
common spaces, the I lavelock c ii) de­
velopment almost equally spreads out 
its I .080 I ousing apartments into eight 
high-rise slocks These blocks ale lo 
cateel around a 9 acre landscaped Rool 
Garden' that is intended lo be he i enlial 
congregal on space lor all lis dwellers 
This Rool Garden is located 5 Vi metres 
above ground level and is insulated Irom 
vehicular circulation that is conhned to a 
ring road around ihe residential blot ks 

The Rool Garden is landscaped in a 
manner mat defines different functional 
spaces b) natural elements such as earth 
mounds, lakes and streams as well as 
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vegetation. While this garden resembles 
parkland featuring lush vegetation, it 
also contains a playground, paved path­
ways with seating areas, and a clubhouse 
with a large swimming pool and a pool 
deck that integrates with its natural set­
ting. The clubhouse is designed to be the 
centre ol social life ol all Havelock City 
dwellers. Its functional spaces include a 
sheltered but open multi-purpose hall, a 
physical (itness centre, a nursery school 
that closely integrates with the garden, 
lour reception halls, and a barbeque 
terrace that overlooks the roof garden. 
Thus, a pleasant walk across Sri Lanka's 
largest landscaped roof garden would 
bnng any Havelock City resident to the 
hub of their neighbourhood social life. 

Immediately adjacent to this elevat­
ed parkland are eight public foyers that 
relate to each residential block. The sec­
ond level of each such block is kept as a 
'void deck' that spatially opens out lo the 
Rool Garden. This sheltered but open 
space acts as a veranda lor each residen­
tial block where the toddlers and senior 
citizens among us residents could relate 
to the activity in the garden and enjoy its 
foliage while remaining in ihe protective 
shade of their own building. Special care 
is taken to cater lor these two user cat-
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egones by incorporating a senior citizens' 
corner and a properly equipped kiddies' 
play area. Further, these sheltered spaces 
of relaxation and congregation are also 
provided with fixed equipment thai fa­
cilitates fitness exercises. 

It is hoped that Havelock City would 
become a trailblazer in creating a sell-
contained neighbourhood which is inte­
grated with one of the largest commercial 
developments in Colombo. While being 
secured as an exclusive residential en­
clave that enhances community spinl 
among residents, it would also have a 
gateway to the outside world through a 
series of commercial spaces and enter­
tainment activities. 

A major contribution offered by 
projects such as Havelock City is the re­
tention of socially interactive residential 
neighbourhoods within city limits, rather 
than expanding outwards to the suburbs. 
Havelock City will provide lor a mulual 
urban co-existence through the shared 
use ol public space that becomes the are­
na lor the urban culture and ritual. While 
such spaces become central to the lives ol 
all us residents, spatial structuring would 
ensure total privacy of their personal do­
mains, thus making it a viable prototype 
ol a healthy urban community. 
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