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Havelock City:
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concentration ol people  and

huilldings within a small area. This den

is somet plarned, as 1t helps to
ectively use resources such as trans
ortation and other public services

he closer we are to such amenities, the
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But this very density can sometimes

e overwhelming. It saps all sense of in
dividuahty, and 1t often reduces an indi-

vidual to a staustic, & mere number 1n a

larger whole
[he Amencan movement ol

Urbanism,” which  orginated i the

1980s. can be seen as a reaction to such
trends that threaten the survival of dis
local cultures. New

tinct community

Urbanism 1s often recognised as an argu-
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ment for high density development™ as
opposed 1o the sprawling megalopolis
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velopment. Spread of low density urban
development ever a vast arca calls for in
dividual vehic e usage and increases the
demand for vansport related land use
which disrupts the urban culture. Thus

1ew urbanism  supports  mixed-used

development and encourages walkable
neighbourhocds where vehicle usage s
disce urage d

strong elements of New Urbanism
characterises the layout of the Havelock
City developrent, situated on Havelock

Road, in the tormer space of the Spin

ning and Weaving Mills.” This project at
tempts to create a self-contained neigh-
bourhood that houses a large group of
people in a single housing development

while allowing tor community nterac

tuon and nmdividualty to be strength
cned. The architectural challenge n
projects is 1o enhance a neighbourhoog

spinit by ercouraging vibrant imteraction
while sull ensuring a degree of priva
Following a carelul structure of th

common spaces, the Havelock Cuy d

velopment almost equally spreads ow
its 1.080 Fousing apartments mto cieht

high-rise Hlocks. These blocks we 1o

cated around a 9 acre landscaped  Rool

Garden' thatis ntended 1o be the central

congregaton space for all its dwellers

[his Roof Garden 1s located 5,35 metre

above ground level and 1s msclated fron

vehicular

ring road around the residential hlock

[he Foof Garden is landscaped 1

irculation that 1s confined 1o a

manner that defines different funcuional

1]

spaces by natural elements such as carth

mounds, lakes and streams as wi




vegetation. While this garden resembles
parkland featuring lush vegetation, it
also contains a playground, paved path-

ways with seating areas, and a clubhouse
with a large swimming pool and a pool
deck that integrates with its natural set-
ting. The clubhouse is designed to be the
centre of social life of all Havelock € 1y
dwellers. Its functional spaces include a
sheltered but open multi-purpose hall, a
physical fitness centre, a nursery school
that closely integrates with the garden,
four reception halls, and a barbeque
terrace that overlooks the roof garden.
Thus, a ple: walk across Sri Lanka’s
largest landscaped roof garden would
bring any Havelock City resident to the
hub of their neighbourhood social life
Immediately adjacent to this elevat-
ed parkland are eight public foyers that
relate to each residenuial block. The sec-
ond level of each such block is kept as a
void deck’ that spatially opens out to the
Roof Garden. This sheltered but open
space acts as a veranda for each residen-
tial block where the toddlers and senior
citizens among 1ts residents could relate
to the activity in the garden and enjoy its
foliage while remaining in the protective
shade of their own building. Special care
is taken to cater for these two user cat-

egories by incorporating a senior citizens'
corner and a properly equipped kiddies’
play arca. Further, these sheltered spaces
of relaxation and congregation are also
provided with fixed equipment that fa-
cilitates fitness ises

It is hoped that Havelock City would
become a trailblazer in creating a self-
contained neighbourhood which is inte-
grated with one of the largest commercial
developments in Colombo. While being
secured as an exclusive residential en-
clave that enhances community spirit
among residents, it would also have a
gateway to the outside world through a
sertes of commercial spaces and enter-
tainment activities.

A major contribution offered by
projects such as Havelock City is the re-
tention of socially interactive residential
neighbourhoods within city limits, rather
than expanding outwards to the suburbs
Havelock City will provide for a mutual
urban co-existence through the shared
use of public space that becomes the are
na lor the urban culture and ritual. While
such spaces become central to the lives of
all its residents, spatial structuring would
ensure total privacy of their personal do-
mains, thus making it a viable prototype
of a healthy urban community
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Elements of New Urbanism

The husband and wife team of town planners, Andres
Dunay and Elizabeth Plater-Zyberk, are two of the
founders of the Chicago-based Congress for New
Urbanism (founded in 1993). They believe that the “heart
of New Urbanism is in the design of neighbourhoods”
and compiled a thirteen-item list on the ‘elements of
new urbanism;, from which the following elements can
be found at Havelock City:

+ Neighbourhood to have an identifiable centre

» Most dwellings within quick walk from this centre

« Variety of dwelling types that accommodate old and
the young, families and singles, rich and the poor.

+ Shops and offices at the edge of the neighbourhood
to supply the needs of dwellers

« An elementary school to be within walking distance
for children

« A small playground accessible to every dwelling at
close proximity.

» The streets within the neighbourhood to form a
connected network

« Narrow and shaded streets that encourage slow traffic

and pedestrian usage




