
A b s t r a c t  

N a t u r a l  food o f  Monodact y l u s  argenteus i n h a b i t s  Negombo es tua ry  

was i n v e s t i g a t e d .  Possi b i  1 i t y  o f  c u l t u r i n g  M. argenteus i n  net  

pens i n s t a l  l e d  i n  ea r then  ponds a t  Kepungoda, Negornbo was s tud ied .  

Na tu ra l  b reed ing  c y c l e  o f  t h e  spec ies  was i n v e s t i g a t e d  and 

p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  i n d u c i n g  i t  i n  c a p t i v i t y  was s tud ied .  More than 

61% o f  t h e  d i e t  o f  M. argenteus c o n s i s t s  o f  c rus taceans and 

t h e r e f o r e  i n g r e d i e n t s  w i t h  c rus tacean  o r i g i n  w i l l  be impor tant  as 

a t t r a c t a n t s  t o  improve f o rmu la ted  feed made f o r  t h i s  species.  

C u l t u r e  o f  f i n g e r l i n g s  o f  M. argenteus u p t o  j u v e n i l e  s tage  cou ld  be 

done p r o f  i t a b l y  i n  net  pens i f  c o n s t r u c t  i o n  o f  ponds i s  done 

p r o p e r l y .  Mature female and male M. argenteus m i g r a t e  t o  t h e  sea 

f o r  spawning and w i l d  broodstock c o u l d  be ob ta ined  f rom coas ta l  

water  f o r  b reed ing  programmes. HCG i s  e f f e c t i v e  i n  i nduc ing  t he  

b reed ing  o f  M. argenteus i n  aqua r i a .  
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