
Conservation of Biodiversity and 
Sustainability of the Tourism Industry of 
Sri Lanka 

Abstract 

S ri Lankans have a strong 
traditional culture in the 
conservation of nature. Sri 

Lanka ts regarded as a strong hot 
spot in biodiversity. There are 
historical evidences to support 
the fact that the ancient rulers 
of Sri Lanka have taken steps to 
preserve the environment, 
including its flora and fauna. But 
today, the human activities pose 
a great threat to biodiversity of 
any ecosystem. Therefore, global 
attention is vital to preserve thts 
invaluable gift of the nature. 
Tourism is a global economic 
activity dependent on natural 
ecosystems and its diversity. 
Therefore, conservation of 
natural ecosystems and their 
biodiversity is vital for 
sustainable tourism in Sri Lanka. 

Introduction 

Biodiversity or Biological Diversity 
is the variability of fauna and flora 
found on the planet. According to 
the Conven t i on on Bio log ica l 
Divers i ty , b iod ivers i ty is "the 
variability among living organisms 
from all sources inc lud ing , 
te r res t r ia l , ma r ine and o ther 
aquatic ecosystems and ecological 
complexes of which they are a part; 
this i n c l u d e s d ive r s i ty wi th in 
species, between species and of 
ecosystems". Genetic Diversity 
withi*} spec i e s is a her i t ab le 
charac ter is t ic of an o rgan i sm. 
Spec ies Dive r s i ty refers to 
variation between species, or to the 
variety of life forms. Ecosystem 
Diversi ty m e a n s the var ia t ion 
among ecosystems. 

Sri Lanka, a small island in the 
Indian Ocean, has an invaluable 

diversity of flora and fauna. The 
topography, different types of soils 
and prevailing weather conditions 
enhance her wonder of biodiversity. 
The secret behind this wonderful 
biodiversity is ecosystems diversity 
of forests and related ecosystems, 
in lands , wet lands , coasta l and 
marine traditional agricultural 
ecosystems and colonial estates. 

Biodiversity in Sri Lanka 

Arthur C. Clarke expressed his 
feeling about Sri Lanka. "The island 
of Ceylon is a small universe; it 
c o n t a i n s as many v a r i e t i e s of 
culture, scenery and climate as 
some countries a dozen times its 
size. But if you are interested in 
people, nature, history and art -all 
things that really matter - you may 
find as I have, that a lifetime is not 
enough"(Silva, 2010). 

Flora Zelylanica is the first natural 
exploration in Sri Lanka, which was 
done by Caro lus 
L i n n a e u s in 1974 
(Pethiyagoda, 2007) 
Sri Lanka is a 
wonder fu l tour is t 
des t ina t ion where 
every square mile is 
rich in unique natural 
p rope r t i e s in her 
65,610 km 2 territory, a 
paradise of flora and 
fauna. Wi ld l i f e 

s anc tua r i e s , forest 
r e se rves , bird 
sanctuaries, wetlands 
and mangroves, and 
v e g e t a t i o n are the 
major na tura l 
r e sou rce s of 
b iod ive r s i t y in Sri 
Lanka. So, Sri Lanka 
has been identified by 
the e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
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ac t iv i s t g r o u p , C o n s e r v a t i o n 
Internat ional , as one of the 25 
biodiversity hot spots in the world 
"Earth Angels". For an example, 
Kumana wetland cluster is the fifth 
we t l and of i n t e rna t iona l 
importance. 

Varied ecosystems in the country 
(Figure 1), support vegetation of 
more than 3 ,368 spec ies o f 
f l ower ing p l an t s , of which 26 
pe r cen t a re e n d e m i c and 3 1 4 
species of ferns, of which 57 are 
endemic. The diverse ecosystems 
p r o v i d e hab i t a t for ove r 357 
inve r t eb ra te s , of which 41 are 
endemic. Among vertebrates, 65 
fresh w a t e r fish spec ies are 
indigenous to Sri Lanka (Table 1) 
(Biodiversity Conservation in Sri 
Lanka, 1999). 

Figure 1: A map of Sri Lanka showing its 
hot spots of biodiversity 
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Table 1: Diversity of Fauna in Sri Lanka 

Invertebrates Number of Number of 
species endemic species 

species 
Inland waters 

Rotifer 140 
Crustacean 186 11 
Mollusks 31 12 
Mayflies Incomplete documented 18 

Marine 
Corals More than 180 
Crabs More than 200 

Terrestrial 
Arachnids (species) 400 
Butterflies 242 14 
Mosquito 139 
Carbide beetles 252 127 
Land snails 266 201 

Vertebrates 

Fresh water fish - indigenous 65 Half of it endemic 
Fresh water fish - introduced 22 
Amphibian 53 3 
Reptilian 

Crocodiles 2 

Marine turtles 5 
Tortoises 3 

Snakes 92 Half of it endemic 
Agamid lizards 14 10 
Monitor lizards 2 
Skinks 21 17 

Avifauna 

Birds 435 23 

Terrestrial mammalian 86 indigenous 12 
10 introduced 

12 

Bats 30 
Rodents 23 1 
Carnivores 14 
Artiodactilyls 7 
Shrews 6 2 
Primates 4 

1 
38 

Elephant 

4 
1 

38 
Marine mammals 

4 
1 

38 

Source: Biodiversity Conservation in Sri Lanka, 1999. 

Other than the aesthetic value of 
natural flora and fauna, Sri Lanka 
is proud of having a rich crop 
genoplasm, consist ing of more 
than 2,500 indigenous verities of 
rice, which are tolerant to pests and 
diseases and adverse climatic and 
soi l c o n d i t i o n s . Some of the 
varieties have been identified as 
having aromatic, medicinal and 
nutritional properties. Other than 
rice, pepper , c a rdamom, betel , 
chil l ies, legumes, yams , ci t rus , 

mango, banana and many vegetable 
crops possess several genotypes. 

Biodiversity and Tourism 

Tourism is the one of the world's 
growing industries associated with 
the existing diversity in different 
ecosystems, flora and fauna. The 
diversity is a key factor contributing 
to the growth and sustainability of 
tourism industry. Especially, the 
tourism industry of tropical and 
developing countries highly depend 

on what they possess unique 
in their natural environments. 
Environment makes up the 
geographic location, cl imate 
and weather, land forms a!nd 
t o p o g r a p h y and b i o l o g i c a l 
components like vegeta t ion 
and wildlife. 

Eco - tou r i sm and na tu re 

tourism are popular types of 

tourism highly dependent on 

nature and its diversity. Many-

definitions can be found in 

l i t e ra ture r ega rd ing "eco­

tourism" and "nature tourism". 

Many people use the same 

definition for both eco-tourism 

and nature tourism. The World 

Tourism Organisation (WTO) 

has defined this activity at two 

levels ; nature tour ism is a 

form of tourism in which the 

main mot iva t ion is the 

observation and appreciation of 

nature while eco-tourism is a 

form with the characteristics 

of all nature-based forms of 

tourism and is carried out in a 

w a y that takes spec ia l 

precautions for maintaining 

the natural environment of the 

tourist destinations. 

Eco tourism in Sri Lanka is 
defined as responsible travel 
to natural and cultural areas 
that c o n s e r v e s the 
environment of such areas and 
sustains the well-being of local 

p e o p l e , with the ob j ec t i ve of 
conservat ion and restoration of 
na tu ra l r e sources , p r o m o t i o n 
c o m m u n i t y involved tour i sm 
d e v e l o p m e n t , p r o m o t i n g 
inves tmen t on conserva t ion ' of 
ecological resources and utilisation 
of e c o t o u r i s m as a too l for 
conse rva t i on and rural 
development. Government of Sri 
Lanka has accepted ecotourism as 
a n iche segmen t of Sri Lanka 
T o u r i s m and g u i d e l i n e s for 
ecotourism development have been 
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formulated in three areas , i .e . , 
locat ion, site d e v e l o p m e n t and 
operations. Construction of eco-
resorts and eco-lodges, identifying 
potential and available areas for 
eco- tour i sm p r o g r a m m e s , and 
encouraging eco-tourism activities 
around privately-owned resources 
are prioritised areas to support the 
eco-tourism objectives (Sri Lanka 
Tourist Board, 2003). 

Today, the fashion of enjoying the 
sun and beach is fading away. The 
sun and beach is not sufficient to 
satisfy tourists and to maintain 
sus ta inabi l i ty of the tour i sm 
industry. New travellers want to 
experience of the nature, culture 
and tourist activities to make their 
hol idays more p leasurable and 
worthwhile. Most of the travellers 
want nature to be more prominent 
in their vaca t ions . T h e W o r l d 
Tourism Organisation (1998) has 
estimated that twenty percent of 
the world's travel in this decade will 
be nature related. This is a great 
opportunity for Sri Lanka as a 
developing country to open doors to 
remote c o m m u n i t i e s to ga in 
benef i t s of b o o m i n g tou r i sm 
industry. 

A Survey on foreign tourist arrivals 
to Sri Lanka (2009) revealed that 
the environment was the leading 
influential factor to visit tourists 
to Sri Lanka . T h e H i g h e s t 
proportion of tourists ranked the 
e n v i r o n m e n t as the i r 
first, second and third 
influential factor (Table2). 
Nearly 8 1 % of tourists 
visited Sri Lanka to spend 
their holidays while about 
13 per cent c a m e for 
business matters. Yala 
nat ional park was the 
most vis i ted na t iona l 
park, which w a s 57% 
during the semester of 
2008 Sep tember to 
February 2009. Elephant 
was rated as the star of 
Sri Lanka's wild life by 
nearly 62% respondents 
whi le 11% were 
interested in birds. 

Table 2: Ratings of influential factors to visit Sri Lanka 

Factor Order of priority as a Percentage Factor 
1 2 3 

Environment 31.86 48.49 41.41 

Culture 9.76 16.44 21.89 

Social 22.96 19.97 15.49 

Business 9.7 0.67 1.01 

Previous experience 3.04 3.86 5.05 

Promotion 1.38 0.67 0.34 

Education 0.75 0.34 0 

Other 20.55 9.56 14.81 
Source : Survey of departing foreign tourists from Sri Lanka, 2009. 

Figure 2 shows the trend of foreign 
visitors to the wild life parks in Sri 
Lanka from 1986 to 2010. The total 
revenue from foreign visi tors to 
wildlife parks has increased by 
nearly 98% from 1986 to 1996, 
nearly 72% from 1996 to 2006 and 
nearly 56% increase from 2006 to 
2010. Table 2 provides more details 
on the con t r ibu t ion of s ix teen 
natural ecosystems, especially the 
national parks towards the growth 
of tourism industry in Sri Lanka. 

Sri Lanka Tourist Board statistics 
p r o v i d e e v i d e n c e for that the 
tourists' interest on nature based 
tourism in Sri Lanka has increased. 
T h e g o v e r n m e n t endeavours to 
p romote nature based tour i sm 
while curtailing the erosion of bio­
diversity. 

Erosion of Bio-diversity 

At the beginning of civi l isat ion, 
human communities systematically 

organised surviving patterns while 
u t i l i s ing na tura l r e sou rces 
carefully which led to a sustainable 
community-ecology relationship. 
They identified the diversity within 
the same species of flora and fauna, 
as their medic ina l , nutr i t ional , 
aromatic properties and many more 
unique values. Those genotypes 
were utilised for the betterment of 
human beings, and at the same 
time, they were allowed to thrive 
in there na tura l hab i t a t s and 
p ro t ec t ed for a sus ta inab le 
ecosystem. 

The use of natural resources for 
commercial farming and plantation 
agriculture, deforestation,, land 
f ragmenta t ion , sc reen ing high-
y i e l d i n g g e n o t y p e s , t r ends in 
industrial development etc. have 
direct and increased impact on the 
erosion of bio-diversity and pose a 
threat to nature tourism. Tourism 
industry also causes environmental 

2,50,000 

2,25,000 

2,00,000 

1,75,000 
Yala National Park 
Wilpattu National Park 
Kumana Bird Sanctuary 
Udawalawa National Park 
Others* 
Total Revenue in Rs.'OOO 

Figure 2: 
Source : 
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pollution and greenhouse effects, 
especially when their levels exceed 
the carrying capacity of ecosystems 
due to over crowding. In future, this 
situation will be further accelerated 
by the heavy use of genet ic 
modi f ica t ion t echno logy in 
agriculture. There is a cumulative 
threat of all these factors to 
disappear most of the endemic 
fauna and flora rapidly which is an 
irreversible loss to the whole world. 

Healthier ecosystems and diverse 
flora and fauna spec ies can 
withstand climate change impacts 
better. The climate changes arise 
as a c u m u l a t i v e resul t of 
unplanned human act ivi t ies is 
another major threat for 
e c o s y s t e m s and tour ism 
development worldwide. Hence, the 
bio-diversity is considered as the 
most vulnerable asset of tourism. 

Conservation of Biodiversity in 
Ancient Sri Lanka 

Though the biodiversi ty and its 
conservation are broadly discussed 
wor ldwide as a new concep t , 
safeguarding of fauna and flora has 
a long history dating back to over 
2500 years. In the Buddhist history, 
there are many evidences of having 
bio-diversity conservation concepts; 

for example , the first Dhamma 
Dheshana of the Lord Buddha was 
held at Isipathana Migadaya at 
Baranasee, which was a sanctuary 
of dears. Another most interest 
example from Buddhist culture is 
one of the higher ordinate seela 
[upasampada seela) which prevents 
the destruction of trees (flora) by 
the higher ordinate monks. 

In Sri Lanka, conservation of bio­
diversity is as old as the recorded 
history of the country. "Mahawansa* 
shows, that there was preservation 
of wildlife in defined areas. For 
instance, King Devanampiyathissa 
affirmed an animal sanctuary in the 
third century BC. Another evidence 
for wi ld l i fe conse rva t ion and 
sustainable use of forests is, that 
King Keertht N i s sanka Malla 
proclaimed that no animal should 
be killed within a radius of seven 
Gau (One Gau is equal to 35.7 km) 
of the sacred city of Anuradhapura. 
The conservation of bio-diversity in 
ancient Sri Lanka was ingrained in 
cultural and religious aspects. The 
ancient rulers of the country paid 
special attention to protect those 
preserved environments, such as, 
monarchs, sanctuaries, forests and 
even "urban nature reserves" in 
ancient Sri Lanka; in today's milieu, 
those are the protected areas , 

(Biodiversity Conservation in Sri 
Lanka, 1999). Figure 3 shows ruins 
of an ancient monastery located in 
Ritigala forest; offering forest for 
r e l ig ious p u r p o s e s is a l so 
cons ide red as a measure of 
conserving the nature. 

Tammita Delgoda (1997) described 
in "Sin ha raj a" abou t the 
conservation of biodiversity of Sri 
Lanka in detail, "the time of Sinhala 
Kings, forest and animal life were, 
an important part of the social 
fabric. For example, Udawatthakale, 
was a reserved forest where people 
were not al lowed even to gather 
firewood. Forests were also owned 
by the king, and cons idered a 
Crown property or Rajasanthaka. Any 
kind of activity within these lands 
was strictly prohibited. In those 
p ro tec ted a r ea s , any kind of 
cultivation, felling trees, hunting or 
fishing were strictly prohibited, and 
severely punished, if not adhered 
to. A Kale Korala was appointed by 
the king to enforce laws regarding 
forest conservation. All elephants 
were regarded as the property of the 
Crown, and killing an elephant was 
cons ide red as a c r i m e . 
Conservation of fauna and flora was 

Table 3: 

also a part of their way of life." 

Revenues from Foreign Visitors in 2010 to Wildlife Parks by Location 

Foreign Tickets Local Tickets Total No. Total 
Location No. of Revenue No. of Revenue of Revenue 

Visitors (Rs) Visitors (Rs) Visitors (RS) 

1. Yala National Park 73,580 123,850,107 179,965 10,274,270 253,545 134,124,377 

2. Wilpattu National Park 912 1,503,635 16,156 876,140 17,068 2,379,775 
3. Kumana National Park 400 445,750 19,201 820,516 19,601 1,266,266 
4. Udawalawa National Park 15,560 22,718,483 46,752 2,536,968 62,312 25,255,451 

5. Morton Plains National Park 21,846 36,646,400 144,892 7,763,760 166,738 44,410,160 

6. Bundala National Park 3,703 4,183,437 5,920 228,700 9,623 4,412,137 

7. Wasgamuwa National Park 451 443,500 19,916 726,380 20,367 1,169,880 

8. Minneriya National Park 13,479 22,602,970 26,714 1,604,320 40,193 24,207,290 

9. Kaudulla National Park 13,085 14,679,537 16,731 652,670 29,816 15,332,207 

lO.Lunugamvehera National Park 20 21,582 3,601 140,780 3,621 162,362 

1 l.Gal Oya National Park 32 17,055 1,480 69,110 1,512 86,165 

12.Horagolla National Park 1 1,145 2,752 104,760 2,753 105,905 

13.Maduru Oya National Park 0 - 23 5,600 23 5,600 

14.Angammedilla National Park 0 - 1,712 65,890 1,712 65,890 

15.Galwaysland National Park 129 135,636 1,271 47,590 1,400 183,226 

16.Lahugala National Park 0 - 179 6,780 179 6,780 

Total 143,198 227,249,239 487,265 25,924,234 630,463 253,173,473 

Source : Sri Lanka Tourist Board, 2010. 
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During the colonial era, dramatic 
change occurred in the lifestyle of 
Sri Lankans, which led to erode the 
biodiversity there in the country. 

Current Trends in Conservation 
of Biodiversity 

Conservation of fauna and flora is 
done by two methods: the first is 
ex-si tu conserva t ion , which is 
carried out only to a very limited 
extent in Sri Lanka. The plant 
gene t i c r e sources cent re at 
Peradeniya is the only institution 
established for this purpose. The 
second method is in-s i tu 
conservation, i.e., preservation of 
g e n o t y p e s in their o r ig ina l 
ecosystems. 

Conservation of biodiversity or wise 
m a n a g e m e n t is a one of the 
Mil lennium Development Goals 
(MDGs), and it targets at achieving 
a significant reduction in the rate 
of bio-diversity loss by the year 
2010. Sri Lanka, a rich biodiversity 
destination has dozens of laws and 
regulations focused at protecting 
her natural weal th , but their 
implementa t ion is i nadequa t e . 
Increased community involvement 
in conservat ion is vital in this 
regard. Eco-tourism would be the 
best s t ra tegy to inc rease the 
interest of community. 

T h e Conve n t i on on B i o l o g i c a l 
Diversity is an international body 

Figure 4: Trekking in Sinharaja rain forest 
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w o r k i n g t o w a r d s 
arresting the erosion of 
bio diversity worldwide, 
and ca t a ly ses the 
responsible parties to 
play their role in 
relation to this matter. 
In 1998, Sri Lanka 
prepared a framework of 
ac t ion for the 
conse rva t ion of 

biodiversity to preserve 
natural flora and fauna 
of the country with the 
involvement of Ministry of Forestry 
and Environment, and the task was 
facilitated by the Convention on 
B io log i ca l D ive r s i t y . Many 
government and non-governmental 
agenc i e s , i n c l u d i n g Fores t 
Department, Coastal Conservation 
Depa r tmen t , Depa r tmen t of 
Wi ld l i fe C o n s e r v a t i o n , Centra l 
Env i ronmen ta l Au tho r i t y , and 
D e p a r t m e n t of Agr i cu l t u r e , 
Botanical Gardens and Zoological 
Gardens are involved in sharing 
their responsibilities of preserving 
the natural ecosystems with their 
flora and fauna. 

The identification of biodiversity 
reg ions is impor t an t for 
conse rva t ion . In Sri Lanka , 
ter res t r ia l b i o - r e g i o n s are 
demarcated based on climatic and 
geo-physical classifications, the 
distribution pattern of flora and 
fauna and biodiversity density of 
different areas of the country. The 

criteria used for 
d e t e r m i n i n g 
te r res t r ia l bio-
r eg ions a re , 
degree of threat, 
p o p u l a t i o n 
d e n s i t y , 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
p r e s s u r e , 
biodiversity based 
on available data, 
e c o n o m i c 
po ten t i a l based 
on road network, 
fores t c o v e r a g e 
and wa te r shed 
v a l u e . Fifteen 
te r res t r ia l and 
coas t a l b io -
r eg ions were 

Figure 3: Ritigala Ancient Monastery 

ident i f ied based on the above-
mentioned criteria. 

T h e r e is a poss ib i l i ty of us ing 
tourism as a solution to loss to 
b i o d i v e r s i t y due to human 
activi t ies . This can be achieved 
through raising awareness of the 
e n d a n g e r e d g e n o t y p e s and by 
p r o v i d i n g i ncen t ive s for 
communities who are involving in 
conservation of these threatened 
areas (WTO, 2010). Ecotourism can 
be upgraded by habitat mapping, 
i nc r ea s ing ava i l ab i l i t y of 
information, training naturalists, 
d e v e l o p m e n t of in te rp re ta t ion 
skills, designing hotel gardens and 
p r o v i d i n g sus t a inab le was te 
m a n a g e m e n t so lu t i ons . 

Sustainable eco-tourism projects 
shou ld be promoted to protect 
s p e c i e s , m a n a g e and res tore 
hab i t a t s and p r o m o t e the 
s u s t a i n a b l e use of na tu ra l 
r e s o u r c e s . D i s s e m i n a t i o n of 
knowledge, setting standards and 
identifying tools for biodiversity 
conservation are the areas to be 
addressed to ecotourism culture. 

Sri Lanka still focuses on nature 
tourism rather than ecotourism. 
Ecotourism is the most appropriate 
type of tourism in Sri Lanka, where 
six sites have been designated as 
World Heritage Sites by UNESCO 
(United Nations Educational, Social 
and Cul tu ra l O r g a n i s a t i o n ) Sri 
Lanka offers diverse opportunities 
for nature lovers to widen their 
experience through wildlife safaris, 
bird watching, hiking, t rekking 
(Figure 4), photography, cycling, and 
many more. An ecotourism model 
for Sri Lanka should be formulated 
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to promote tourism and protect 
important habitats by working with 
local communities and tourism-
related organisations. 

Sustainable tourism can directly 
con t r ibute to b iod ive r s i t y 
conservation by— 

(i) In t roducing less des t ruct ive 
l ive l ihood a l t e rna t ives to local 
c o m m u n i t i e s in buffer zones 
controlling intensive use of forestry 
and o ther na tura l r e sources , 
monocu l tu re , hun t ing etc. For 
example, Kandyan home garden 
and, spice garden concepts avoid 
monoculture and those are strong 
tourist attractions in Kandy and 
Matale districts, 

(ii) P rov id ing an incen t ive for 
l andowner s in th rea tened 
e c o s y s t e m s to p e r m a n e n t l y 
conse rve bio d ive r s i t y - r i ch 
properties, and 

(iii) Ra is ing vis i tor awareness , 
motivating community involvement 
in conservation issues. 

Na t iona l Eco - tou r i sm Pol icy 
emphasises the following areas: 

(i) T o u r i s m d e v e l o p m e n t and 
marketing should highl ight the 
coun t ry ' s d i s t i nc t i ve re l ig ious 
traditions, cultural and historic and 
attractions, and its natural beauty 
and diversity, 

(ii) Tourism development should 
p romote the conse rva t i on and 
enhancement of Sri Lanka's natural 
envi ronment and its historical, 
social and cultural avoiding any 
harmful effects, 

( i i i ) T o u r i s m shou ld resul t in 
optimal economic benefits to Sri 
Lanka ' s e c o n o m y by way of 
maximum net foreign exchange 
income spreading of development 
through the country and creating 
significant employments for Sri 
Lankans, and 

(iv) A p rogram of c o m m u n i t y 
education, consultation and active 
participation should be ensured (Sri 
Lanka Tourist Board, 2003). 

To ensure long-term impacts of 
sustainable tourism on biodiversity 
c o n s e r v a t i o n , in t roduc t ion of 
innovative management systems 
with spec ia l focus on tour ism 
related uses of eco-si tes , along 
with capacity building systems is 
vital. A consultative process with 
key s t a k e h o l d e r s should be 
facilitated to ensure their active 
participation in sustainable tourism 
of their eco-sites. 

Conc lus ion 

Ecosystems with different species 
of flora and fauna are vital for the 
functioning of global life-supporting 
sys t ems . Sus t a inab le use of 
na tura l e c o s y s t e m s whi le 
main ta in ing their diversi ty are 
major requirements for sustainable 
tou r i sm. T o u r i s m should be 
recognised as a natural resource 
d e p e n d e n t indus t ry . Poor ly -
managed tourism leads to erosion 
of bio-diversity, which in turn will 
adve r se ly affect the tour i sm 
indus t ry . T o u r i s m indust ry in 
d e v e l o p i n g coun t r i e s is h ighly 
affected by this s i tuat ion. The 
conse rva t ion of b iod ivers i ty is 
crucial for tourism, and the tourism 
has potential to promote preserving 
biodiversity worldwide. The future 
of the tourism of Sri Lanka and its 
con t r ibu t ion to uphold la rge 
number of peop le invo lv ing in 
tourism depends, to a large extent, 
on the c o n s e r v a t i o n and wise 
management of her biodiversity, 
which is the most valuable asset 
of tourism of Sri Lanka. The payback 
of sustainable tourism of social 
recognition, income opportunities, 
can provide a strong incentive for 
c o m m u n i t i e s to pro tec t the i r 
natural ecosys tems . To ensure 
that, the distribution of incentives 
a m o n g local communi t i e s who 
directly contribute for this process, 
should be fair. Sri Lanka will be able 
to m a x i m i s e the benef i t s of 
tour i sm, such as i nc r ea s ing 
investment, job creation and foreign 
e x c h a n g e ea rn ings , whi le 
minimising negative effects and 
environment degradation. 
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