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Rural simplicity

As cities evolve, the old gives way to the new. This re-birth of spaces within the

city adds new life, vitality, and dynamism to its environs, often inspiring changes

f
in entire neighbourhoods. The busy suburb of Nawala was the location of an old
house with little architectural charm or distinguishing characteristics
De Mel was the architect charged with transforming the existing single-storey
house into a design that was both modern, natural, and which brought in
elements of rural simplicity.

// 1e first thing I did was to change the direction that was used to enter
the property,” explained De Mel. “Now, upon entrance, a long walkway
greets the visitor. This walkway brings in pure symmetry with timber

pillars framing the walking area, and leads to a unique, raised water feature

above which is seated an antique bronze goddess

‘1 wanted to blend the sedate and calm aspects of rural living in the en-
vironment of Nawala, which is a busy metropolis. My design had to meet the
demands of my client, and also complement both the aesthetic and practical
aspects,” adds De Mel

The Architect
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pivotal garden structure, i addition to s practical purnost

Formerly, the complete mterior of the house could b
three doors placed ina straight line. This was considered

and De Mel introduced strategically located wall

break up the continued view and to add som it
wcter to the intertor. Each wall now integrates colour, hight
mi ¢ h ¢ I a visitors attent

\\\xl;.(\ progression was something loremost in De M

mind at the time of planning the re-design. The lincan

gression of the old desigr I to be replaced with sometl
fresh and mnovative, in a design that provided not only a new
outlook, but also a changed perspective

Today, the house comprises of public, semi-public, privat

and extremely private spaces. The spaces were adapted m ord
to cater to the day-to-day functions of the new residents

The formal living area, with raitan furniture and mustare
and black soft furnishing, leads mto a dining arca. Antiqu
hurricane lamps, hung from the ceiling, complement a ¢

designed dining table
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