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EDITORIAL COMMENT

This number of the Tea Quarterly is once more dominated Ly articles related to
replanting of tea by vegetative propagation. This is proper, for the future of the
industry will be greatly influenced by the replanting, which is now under way

assisted by the subsidy scheme, but is still technically unfamiliar to some planters, ..
‘Although vegetative propagation bas beenstudied and used by the Institute for two

decades, new discoveries about its implications are still being made.

Quality of Made Tea

The first effect of uprooting old tea, rchabilitating the land, and replanting, is
a loss of crop, With a reguiar annual programme of replanting, the tendency 1o
lose production continucs until after the first replanting comes into full bearing.
It is therefore proper to begin replanting with a very quick-growing and high-
yielding clone, to shorten the period of reduced crop and to make the reduction as

-small as passible, TRI 2024 satisfies. these criteria and is also of Al quality, Ttis,
. however, recognized 10 be unwise for a single clone to predominate in the Island.

Once the total crop of an estate begins to rise;. therefore, the emphasis is likely to
change from weight of vicld to a variety of propertits in the made tea. Yield can
e assessed in rupees instead of in weight. The selection of clones with special
manufactuging properties, attracting special prices, will then become of first import-
ance. Mr Keegel’s article gives preliminary information on manufacturing pro-
perties of made tea of a large number of clones. :

It is not easy to get fair data of weight of yield about all these clones. To be
comparable, the data must be got in one place over the same period and with great
attention to detail.  Clonal testa for this purpose have been going on and are being
expanded in the various regions, At the moment, -the outstanding clones on both
yield and quality together seem to be TRI 2024 and the Sirikandura clone S 106,

-Approved mone-

The provisional list of clones approved for subsidy has been revised and is
printed here. Even though these clones are provisionally approved, they are not
all of equal worth, and though some additional ones are likely to be brought in, on
the whole the tendency may be towards reduction in the next few years, - The 143
clones in the list of March, 1959, are now reduced to 122 clones. :

Eelworms

Much work has been done in the {ast few decades on eelworms parasitising
crops in many parts of the world. Inferior crops and crop failures can often be
certainly put down to them. Because many parasitic species affect only one or o
few species of plants, rotation of crops has tended to check them; but tea is perennial.

The replanting of tea in Ceylon offers a rare opportunity of checking a widespread
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‘and somelimes skions’ pest 'by réconﬁmomng tﬂc fsoil> ! Dt Visser here offers his
very, last contribution on eclworms -and. the. wprk has now beeg jaken over by
, l({utchmson, who is here as a miember of the United States Op tnons on.
Thc main point to emphasize is that it is practically impossible 10 te eelworms
from growing tea, so rehabilitation should be used to ensure their elimination from
the land, and only clean (as nearly as possible eelworm-free) plants from clean
nurseries should be put in/ ‘The regulations made under the Plant Protection
Ordinance in 1932, prohnbmng the movement of tea plants outside an estate, except
by permit, were rescinded in 1946 (see Tea Quarterly, Vol. 18, page 74) ; nevertheless,
the danger of spreading eciworm is so serious that it is hoped that all planters will
voluntarily ‘refuse ‘either- to transmit or to receive plants (as d:stmct from cutungs)
across the boundanes of their cstates. :

Therc has bem a large rise in tea product:on in Ceylon since thc War and t.hc
rise may-stecpen because of the clonal replanting scheme. The principal problem
arisir this is likely to be in accommeodation for withering the inéreased dinogiiit
ofleal. In many factories, three-quarters of thc space is taken up h’Y’h withering tats

~and: the ‘remaining ‘quarter -is ot overcrowded with*mmhm #1'The erop could
*be'doubled in a couple of décades but-incréase may be restricted’by the expenditure
required: for doubling the withering actomingdation. ' A method of withiering ‘that
is more ecofiomical ‘of space and money:is therefore worthy of study; Mr-Hutton’s
“artitle ondriim withering'in ‘East ‘Africa, whith has béen editéd and adnotatethihy
' Mr Keegel'for' Ceylon- eondmoml_owthm timely; - Ihpro ’entamthewofaﬂle '
druin make it 4 possible machine for use in Ceylon, without losvof quality.. - Indeed,
“the use of a drmr foroed draught of vold air n:aght mcd\mbly improve qu&lwy:tﬁ ¥
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Glonai trials have given crops at lmt ﬁvc timec t-as the average for the
Jslatid - and ‘nearly: twice .the thighest .commergial, y:dgea Although. the! detailed
«appligability;.of. these yiclds:to;commergial plahnng ds dubious, there.is: mtﬂqubt

1that the oil will-bee.calied upon to erable increases. :The,me,i
rcrop;tak:s oit of the soil, theimore likely it is;to reveal .deficiencies in the sail, i The
mgore pradhictive: &: cloneis;: therefore; the more. hkdv it is,to make i .on'the
soil that are too heavy to be satisfied ‘without special manuring.: dcﬁclmcy

disease of the crop can thus be regarded as a direct indicator of what should . ©

be done. Dr Mulder and Mr R. L. de Silva have discussed deficiepridiscasey dn
ﬁ:sn;ra]andmagnmumdcﬁmen cy in particular, admea.sewh:chumcrmngm
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Altbough there is to article in this numbel\' on shot-holc borér, investigations

"fmpmceedmg 'I‘hcreusomchopedfdncovenngasu'amoftcabmhthnthas?.'

© some resistance to the borer; even if the original bush were unsatisfactory as,a glopal
mother, the resistance might be moarporated with other satisfactory qualities by .
the. plant breeder,! who.is-now. sougﬂ:t. . At the same. timey it ia known that it-
xsbthe b:orx“ﬁmmhes and, the bﬁt-manumtllm iat cc ot b

object note i3 to; éncourage ters -to resistant On, same-
cstawa,awwardnfRaSOj-emoﬁ'mdtgapmncrwlmdlsmvets,mahca.\irdymf -
ifield, - bush.that i, prolific,but,pot. much. infested. - The Instituteiis, willing fo -
follow up mfounauon sent in to the Director about bushes believed to be remtant.
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Miscellaneous

The new post of Chief Advisory Officer has been filled by the arrival of Mr C.
B. Foster-Barhani from Kericho, Bast Aftida, and he is taking over a large part of
the advisary work, which has been a heavy load on the specialist research workers.
Letters regarding advice should always be addressed impersonally to “The Director”
and not to individuals by name. Letters addressed to an individual are often
delayed when he is away on tour or on leave, whereas those addressed impersonally
to the Director are always opened on the day they arvive and often dealt with more
promptly.

Dr Joachim has now taken up his post as Low-Country Adviser again. As
Editor, he referred on p. 75 of the current volume of the Tea Quarterly to contribu-
tions by planters, recording in the Tea Qparterly some of their practical observations
on new aspects of scientific ciltivation of teai T would go a Little further and
suggest that a column of “Letters to the Editor,” putting questions and points of
view ai well as factual ohservations, might be appreciated. _ B
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