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behaviour of gre—ﬁﬂhﬁm; children.
1.3 Chief gcientific investigater- Dr. 8.4.T.XK. Athauda
1.4 Summary-
The' iﬁflggﬂca of employment 3tg§§£ of the mother on
behaviour, cognitive  and payvohomnotor development,
physical growth, illness and home accident pattern of
preschool  children from lower EUpEWECﬁﬁWmiC Sroups  was
studied using a cross sectional approach. Children of
mothers semployved overseas were studied in comparison

with a group whose mothers were enploved in Sri  Lanka

not  emploved., Special

1

and a group whose mothers wer
emphasis was paid to study the ochildren of mothers

enployed overgeas. Thers were 411 children in esach group

whe were matched for age and sex. A wi;e range of study
instrumsnts e used o ecollect the required

information and steps were taken to improve validity of

data

Children in group 1 wesre at a digadvantage when sone
paternal factors wers coonsidered, They had fathers who

were ls=ast educated axﬁ who gpant the least amount  of
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time with the index child. The highe
fathers who were spoking, consusming alechel and narceotic,
druga wers alsc seen in this grauy. sroup 1 had  the

socio-sconomic status and the highest purﬁpntage
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of ainsle parent families. Not only

the

enployment

status of the mpother but alsoc the paternal factors

menticnad above  mosght have influencsed

performance of the children in group 1.
A high proporticn of children with abno

higher incidsr of illness and homs aocci
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the jalolele

ehaviour,

dents and those

with home enviroampents not eﬂﬁévvlve to better “health’

of the pre-achool child weres geen anong
mothers emploved  overgeas. There W
differences between the groups  in the

physical growth and cognitive an
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‘the children of
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development . In géneral, the health atatus of children

of mothers emploved overseas was  comparatively  lower

than that of the other two groups. Th
performance was seen in children whos

employed locally.
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eat overall

thers were

Women of lower income groups s=ek overseas employment -,

in order to improve thelp economic stand

ards,

which they

expect 'may lead to a bhetitsr quality ﬁf 1ife. The pre
achool ohildren of these mﬂthﬁra geam ko be an
important group for which spacial child walfare
activities should be aimed at, in order to  reducs  the

rative impact on their ﬁverail healih atatuz} The role
of the father also needs to be considered in ﬁevel@piﬁg

such progranmes.
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