
A W H I T E H O U S E 
A r c h t . H a r s h a F e r n a n d o 

This house is the architect 's solution to create a pleasant environment 
in the chaotic neighbourhood by the appropr iate use of the modernist 
s impl ic i ty. 

Modern archi tecture and urban planning der ived inspirat ion from the 
machine to house an industr ial society. Many react ions to modernism 
since the 60's have sought inspiration from pre industrial townscapes. 
The success of the urban archi tecture can be argued in both ways, 
either it is Venturi 's complexi ty or Jane Jacobs social and 'mixuse' or 
Camil l io Sit te 's medieval townscapes or the new-urbanist cultures 
against the modernist 's designs. But the issue we face in our towns 
is the neighbourhood and the social level which governs the values 





and att i tudes of our neighbours. It is evident that Colombo has a 
very l imited pleasant neighbourhoods compared to the developed 
world. 

The modern lines of the exterior gives this building an order in the 
chaotic context which yet sits without an overr iding character but 
one could count this as a design landmark. The sides to the roads 
is a p la in wal l fagade, impermeab le and exc lus ive , and the 
entrance to the by road is the only feature which protrudes from 
the plain wall fagade. Its pure symmetr ical forms can be read 
simply as the result of funct ional responses but appears to have 
deeper s igni f icance. 
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This inverted house consists of many 
g a r d e n c o u r t y a r d s b e t w e e n the 
facade wal ls and creates an open 
house in ternal ly conf i rming to the 
recurring theme of duality of openness 
and c loseness, including the wanted 
and excluding the unwanted, in an 
ideal urban concept in the t ropics. 
Ideally this is a place of retreat or 
refuge from the increasingly chaotic 
and p o l l u t e d C o l o m b o ' s u r b a n 
environment. 

Duality in the planning arrangement 
gives openness and direct access to 
garden courtyards internal ly with a 
c losed and exc lus ive appea rance 
p r e s e n t e d on i ts p u b l i c f a c e . 
Functionally, the house form and the 
garden courtyards keeps away the 
noise, pol lut ion, dust and the heat 
generated from the busy urban roads. 

The house fo rm and de ta i l s is a 
signif icant example of a globalisation 
a p p r o a c h to t rop i ca l a r ch i t ec tu re 
beyond t i led pitched roofs and sun 
shades • 
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