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Colombo's skyline is a blink

away from the top of the cubist
tower designed by Architect
Arosha Perera

Deepali Mody

couldnt
justify keeping a large extent of
land without developing it. The
idea of apartments came from a
close friend who believes in
me"” He appr ed!
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Course All cf the

apartments are located from
the second flaor onwards. The
Aluminum extrusions used for
the windows are specially
imported as the shop front
sections available locally are not
designed to seal the wind and
the rain. This is essential in a tall
buildinc where horizontal winds
would lash rain across the
glazing ‘acade. The imported
sections used are deeper and

designed for :hese conditions

Each apartment is approximately
1700 square feet, while the new
project by the same developer
Fairmont apartments will be built

at 1570 square feet. This reason

efficiency in the new praject
with no loss of spaciousness, 15
achieved by narrowing the
rooms. Narrower rectangular

spaces, the architect has

by designing Fairway, allow
better utilization of the space
than broader squar-ish spaces

Another technical feat

building is that the structure is

seismically aesignead. raving been

T

planned just after the Tsunami of

2004, the concern uppermost in

one's mind was the possibility

every
of future earthquakes. This led to a

building with about 20% more

steel reinforcement for its seismic

design

The structure of the puilding, like

everything else here is very

nple and
central core that runs vertically
through the building

reinforced with two other smaller

shear cores. All beams are hidden

over walls an

V &1n e

apartment there are no visible
beams. The load of the column
grid in the apartment is
supported on large transter
beams at mezzanine level, where
the grid is modified to suit the
parking requirements for cars on

this tight site

On the top two floors of the

building are the penthouses

Trese were a flamboyant

afrerthought by the developer as

tha project progressed. Tne

architect was unconvinced that
DLyers woula pay a premium to
own a penthouse in the suburb
n an attempt to make the

something d fferent

pe
and special, Arosha came up with
i novel concept. This was to flip
the floors of the three level unit

1o get 180 degree vie Fach

peathouse has its own interna
elevator and a large pergola
covered terrace. Though it was
decided to have these terraces
pan to sky, regulations did not
permit private terraces to be

opan on the top most floor
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PENTHOUSE LEVEL - 1
PENTHOUSE LEVEL - 3

TYPICAL APARTMENT LAYOUT PLAN
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The reason qgiven by t

31, gymnasium and large pool

have other options for recreation

‘Jl‘.““:[“ rs own word ”The
common areas and the
‘hang-out' places that are there
can compliment any mood. The
pool side and the first floor
terraces are exhilaratingly
beautiful in the evening and
hauntingly calm by nightfall.”

nd only the minimum shortfal

e authorities

it any given time was required a
he pr
attriputed to the proper
agement of funds by the
NEr A N f
This might have prompted the
Tht
Fairmont, where the developer
the area. The price of lands in the

We asked the developer to tell
us about the project and why he
decided to do it:

“Doing business in Sri Lanka is
riskier than doing business in
most any other country. But
what other choice do we have?
Migration is not an option for
everyone. Real-estate in that
sense, is the safest investment
in any economic climate and
more so in challenging times
such as this".

Was the risk worth taking?
"Absolutely!. It has been the
best time of my life. | have
enjoyed every bit of it. Besides,
when it sold out early, and with
the team we had, it couldn't fail.
So, I wouldn't call it risky”.

‘I would like to think of

ourselves as a team. Into this
triumvirate, Arosha will no
doubt agree, comes the
contractor with whom, we have
an excellent working relation-
ship. Together with Milroy and
Arosha, we have an honest,
credible and experienced team
that is focused on achieving

excellence”.
country with Its € nomn
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Photography

© Waruna Gomis

Architects

Milroy Peries Associates (Pvt)
Itd

Project Architect

Arosha Perera AIA (SL)
Stems Consultants (Pvt) Itd

The Fairway Residencies (Pvt) Itd
Civil Contractor

Maga Engineering (Pvt) Itd

Pr

2005 Nov - 2007 Aug
16,400 sqm
No of Units

60 + 4 Penthouses

Area ch Unit
1700, 5100 sqft
160 perches

Arosha Perera AIA (SL) is the
principal Architect at Milroy

Perera Associates which was his

father's practice.
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