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_ The mammalian fauna of Sri Lanka is well described Dby
Phillips>k1935). A vevised checklist of Sri Lankan mammals was pro-
duced by Hill (1939). More recently Eisenberg and Mckay (1970) have
produced and Annonated Checkliét of the mammals of the island. The
lists produéed by the above authors, except that of Hill's, confine
themselves to the terrestrial mammalién fauna.‘Reéorq§ of whales en-
‘tering Sri Lankan waters have been made by Defaniyagala (1960,1963)
‘and the species recorded by him have been included in the présent
_checklist.

The various publications referred to above are not readily
available to the ordinary user, The purpose of the present paper is to
,brlng together available 1nformatlon in the form of an easily accessi-
ble checklist. In the main, this checklist follows that of Eisenberg
and Mckay (1970), Ellerman and Morrison - Scott's checklist of Palearc-
tic and Indian mammals (1951) was used extensively to help confirm the
status of mest species. Preliminary work on this checkllst was carried

-out by Crusz whose card compllatlonrwasused as a starting point,

Thirty three families of mammals are represented in - sri
Iahkar They. include %9 genera of which 2 genera'are endemic, These 2
genera contain a 51ngle spe01es each. In addition there are 8 other spe-
cies that are endemic, making up a total of 10 species which are endemic

‘to the island.
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Feroculus
Suncus
Crocidura
Solisorex
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Rhinolophus
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Pipistrellus
Hesperoptenus
Scotophilus
Myotis
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Capra‘
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F.

SORICIDAE

%k 7,

3.

(Endemic spp.) ##*

fot 4,

'LIST OF SPECIES

INSECTIVORA

Feroculus Kelaart, 1852
F. feroculus (Kelaart, 1850)

(Genus & Species endemic)

Suncus Ehrenberg,_1833
1. S. etruscus (Savi, 1822)
Subsp. fellowes-gordoni
"(Phillips, 1932)

2. 5. murinus (Linnaeus, 1766)
. Subsp. murinus (Linnaeus, 1766)
Subsp. caerulescens (Shaw, 1800)
Subsp. kandianus (Kelaart, 1852)
Subsp. montanus (Kelaart, 1850)
Subsp. zeylanicus (Phillips, 1928)

Crocidura Wagler, 1832
1. C. miya Phillips, 1929
2. C. horsfieldi (Tomes, 1856)

Solisorex Thomas, 1924
S. pearsoni Thomas, 1924

(Genus & Species endemic)

3:72

3:73
3:73
3:73
3:73
3173

3:73
3:73

3273

)



CHIROPTERA

s.0.  MEGACHIROPTERA

PTEROPODIDAE

5. Pteropus Brisson, 1762
P. giganteus, Brunnich, 1782
Subsp. giganteus (Brunnich, 1782)

6. = Rousettus Gray, 1821
#% R, seminudus (Gray, 1870)
(Endemic spp.)

7. Cynopterus F. Cuvier, 1824
C. sphinx (Vahl, 1797)
Subsp. &phinx (Vahl, 1797)
Subsp. ceylongnsis-eray, 1870

S5.0. MICROCHIROPTERA

RHINOLOPHIDAE

8. .Rh%nolophus Lacepede, 1799
1. R. luctus (Temminck, 1835)
Subsp. sobrinus (Andersen, 1918)

2. R. rouxri Temminck, 1835

Subsp. 2rouxiz Temminck, 1835

3274

3:74

3:74
3:74%
3:74

3:74
3:74

3:74

3:74



F.

F.

F.

HIPPQSIDERIDAE

g.

\

MEGADERMATIDAE

Hipposideros Gray, 1831

L.
2.
3.

H.

H.
H.

lankadiva Xelmart, 1850

speoris

(Schneider, 1800)

galeritus Cantor, 1846

Subsp.

brachyotus (Dobson,l1874)

bicolor Temminck, 1834

Subsp.

ater (Templeton, 1848)

10. Megaderama E. Geoffroy, 1810

L.

2.

VESPERTILIONIDAE

ii.

M.

M.

spasma

’ Subsp.

(Linnaeus, 1758)

ceylonense Anderson, 1918

lyra Geoffroy, 1810

Subsp.

lyra (Geoffroy, 1810)

Piptstrellus Kaup, 1829

Z.
2.

b,
P.

mordazx

Subsp.

(Peters, 1866)

ceylonicus (Kelaart, 1852)

ceylonicus (Xelaart,1852)

coromandra (Gray, 1838)

mimus Wroughton, 1899

Subsp.

mimus Wroughton, 1918

W w w W

W W W w W w

:75
275
175
275

:75

175
:75
275
275

276
176
176
176
176
276

Q



2. Hesperoptenus Peters, 1868
H. tickelli (Blyth, 1851)

13. Scotophilus Leach, 1821
1. S. heath? (Horsfield, 1831)
2. S, temmincki (Horsfield, 1824)
subsp., wroughtoni (Thomas, 1897)

14, Myotis Kaup, 1829
" M. adversus (Horsfield, 1824)

15. Murina Gray, 1842
M., ceyclotis Dobson, 1872
subsp. etleenae (Phillips, 1932)

S.F. KERIVOULINAE

16. Kerivoula Gray, 1842
1. K. pieta (Pallas, 1767)
2. K. kardwickéi (Horsfield, 1824)
subsp. malpas? (Phillips, 1832)

S.F. MINIOPTERINAE

17. Miniopteras Bonaparte, 1837
M, schreitbersi (Kuhl, 1819) _
subsp. Jfuliginosus (Hodgson, 1935)

3:76
3:76
3276

3:77
3:77

3;77

. 3:77

3:77

3:77
3:77



F. EMBALLONURIDAE

18. Taphozous E. Geoffroy, 1818

L. T. longimanus Hardwicke, 1825 3:78
‘2. T. melanopogon . Temminck, 1841 3:78

3. T. saccolaimus (Temminck, 1838) 3:78

F.  MOLOSSIDAE

_ZQQ Tadarida Rafinesque, 1814

R A
2. T.
s.o.
F. LORISIDAE
 20. Loris
L.

tragata (Dobson, 1874) - ) - 3:78
plicata (Buchanan, 1800) 3:78
' insularis (Phillips, 1932)  3:78

subsp.,

' PRIMATA

PROSIMII

E. Geoffroy, 179

tardigradus (Linnaeus, 1758) 3:79

subsp.

' subsb.
subsp,

Subsp.

tardigradus (Linnaeus, 1758) 3:79°
grandis Hill et Phillips,19323:79
nordicus Hill, 1933 3:79
nyceticeboides Hill, 1942 3:79-



g

s.0. ANTHROPOIDEA
F. CERCOPITHECIDAE

2l. Presbytis Eschscholtz, 1821
1. P.  entellus (Dufresne, 1797) . 3:79
Subsp. thersites (Blyth, 1847) 3:79

(Endemic spp.) #% 2. P. senex (Erxleben, 1777)

Subép. senex (Erxleben, 1777) 3:79
‘Subsp. wvetulus (Erxleben, 1777) 3:729:
Subsp. #estor (Bennet, 1833) 3:79

Subsp. monticola (Kelaart, 1850)  3:79
Subsp. Aarti Deraniyagala, 1954  3:79

SF. CERCQPITHECINAE

22. Macaca Lacepede,v 1801

(Endemic spp.) ** M. sinica (Linnaeué, 1771) , 3:80
Subsp. sginica (Linnaeus, 1771) . '3:80 -
Subsp. aurifrons Pocock, 1931 . 3:80
Subsp. opisthomelas Hill, 1942 3:80
F. HOMINIDAE

23. Homo Linnaeus, 1758 _
“&%% [, sapiens Linnaeus, 1758 o 3:90

(A recent migrant to the island)
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F.  MANIDAE

24.

F. SCUIRIDAE

25,

26.

27.

28.

PHOLIDOTA -

Manis Linnaeus, 1758

M. crassicaudata Gray, 1827

S'.O.

RODENTIA

SCUIROMORPHA

Petaurista Link, 1796

P. petaurista Péllas,‘l766

 Subsp.

Lanka (Wroughtoﬁ, 1911)

Petinomye Thomas, 1908

P fuscoecapilius (Jerdon, 1847)

Subsp.

layardi (Kelaart, 1850)

Ratufa Gray, 1867

R.-

maeroura (Pennant, 1769)

~-Subsp.

- Subsp.

Subsp.

macrovra (Pennant, 1769)

melanochra Thomas et _
Wroughton, 1915

dandolena Thomas et
Wroughton, 1915

Funambulus Lesson, 1835

l. F.

palmarun (Linnaeus, 1766)

Subsp.
Subsp.

' Subsp.

Subsp.

~ Subsp.

brodiet (Blyth, 1849)
kelaarti (Layard, 1851)

olympius Thomas et
Wroughton, 1915

favonicus Thomas et “
o ' " Wroughton, 1915

matugamensts Lindsay, 1926

©3:80

3:80
3:80

3:81
3:81

3:81
3:81

3:81
3:81
3:81

3:81
3:81

3:81

3:81



2. F. layardi (Blyth, 1839)
Subsp. . layardi (Blyth, 1849)

3. F. sublineatus (Waterhouse, 1838)

Subsp, - obscurus (Pelzen et Kohl, 1885)

S.0. HYSTRICOMORPHA

F. HYSTRICIDAE

29, Hystrix Linnaeus, 1758

F. MURIDAE

30. -

3.

H. indica (Kerr, 1792)

s.o. MYOMORPHA

Taterg Lataste, 1882
T, <indica (Hardwicke, 1807)

Subsp. ceylonica (Wroughton, 1906)

Bandicota Gray, 1873

L..B. indica (Bechstein, 1800) _

2. B. bengalensis (Gray et Hardwicke, 1833)
., Subsp. gracilis (Nehring, 1902)

o

3:82@
3:82

3182
3282

3:82
3;82

3:82

'3:83
- 3:83



32. Mus Linnaeus, 1758

. M.

(Endemic spp.) *% .3, M,
4. M,

33. Rattus
1. R.

e
(Introduced spp, {‘***

(Introduced spp.) #&=

2. R. -
3. R.
(Endemic spp.) #** 4, RA.

(Endemic spp.) ** 5. R,

musculus Linnaeus, 1758
Subsp. wuwbanus (Hodgson, 1845)

- eervicolor LHodgson, 1845
Subsp. fulvidiventris (Blyth, 1852)

fernandoni (Philips, 1932)
mayori (Thomas, 19415)

Subsp, mayori (Thoﬁas, 2915)
Subsp, pococki Ellerman, 1947)

Fischer, 1803
rattus (Linnaeus, 17583
Subsp. rattus (Linnaeus, 1758)
Subsp. qlexandrinus Geoffroy,1803
Subsp. kandiyanus (Kelaart, 1850)
Subsp. kelaarti (Wroughton, 1915)
Subsp. rufescens (Cray, 1837)‘
Subsp., ceylonus (Kelaart, 1850)
norvegicus Berkenhout, 1769
blanfordi (Thomas, 1881)
ohiensis Phillips, 1929
- { .

montanus Phillips, 1832

3:83

3:83

3:83
3:83

3483
3:83
3:83
3:83

3:8Y4

3484

3:84
3:84
3:84
3:84

3:84
3:8Y4

3:84



F.

F.

34.  Golunda éray, l1e37
¢. ellioti aray, 1837
Subsp. ellioti (Gray, 1837)
Subsp. nuwora (Kelaart, 1850)

35. Millardia. Thomas, iS11
M. meltada (Gray, 1837)
Subsp. meltada (Gray, 1837

36. Vandeleuria Gray, 1842
V. oleracea (Bennet, 1832)
Subsp. rubida-(Thomas, 1914)

Subsp, nolthenit (Phillips, 1929)

S.0. LAGOMORPHA

LEPORIDAE
37. Lepus Linnaeus, 1758
L. nigricollis f.! Ehyiggﬁ 1823

Subsp. singhala Viroughton. 1915
CETACEA
BALAENOPTERIDAE

38. BaZaéﬁoptefa de Lacepede. 1804
1. B. musculus (Linnaeus, 1758)
2. B. physalus (Linnaeus, 1758)
3, B. borealis 'Lesson, 1828°

13

3:84
3:84
3:84

3:85
3:85

3:85
3:85
3:85

3:85
3:85

- 3:85

42173
4:173
Yol74
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4, B. edeni Anderson,.1878
5. B. aqeutorostrata Lacepede, 1804
Subsp, thalmaha Deraniyagala, 1962

.Subsp. bonaerensis Burmeister, 1867

39. Megaptera Gray, 1846
1. M. nodosa (Bonnaterre, 178939

2, M. novaeangliae Borowski, 1781

40. Sibbaldus Cray, 1864

\

S. muscuiua Linne, 1758
F. DELPHINIDAE .

41, Neophocaena Palmer, 1899
N, phocaenoides (Cuvier, 1829)

42, Oreinus Fitzinger, 1860

0. orca ‘Linnaeus, 1758

43.  Orcella Anderson, 1871
0. brevirostris (Owen, 1866)

4, Pseudorca Reinhardt, 1862
P. crassidens Owen, 1846

Subsp. meridionalis Flower, 1864

L1174

2:82
1:84

3:175
1:84

1:84

484
4:175

4:175

44175

42176
1:83



45,

4e.

L7.

48,

49,

50.

51,

GZobiocephdZus Gray, 1843
G. indicus (Blyth, 1852)

Grampus Gray, 1828
G. griseus (Cuvier, 1812)

Lagenorhynchus Gray, 1846
1. L. electra Gray, 1846
2. L. obscurus (Gray, 1828)

Sotalia ' Gray, 1866
1. 8. gadamu (Owen; 1866)°
2. S. peringer (Blyth, 1848)

Sousa Gray, 1866

1. 8. lentiginosa (Owen, 1866)
2.. S. plumbea (Dussumier, 1829)

Steno Gray, 1846

S, rostratus (Desmarest, 1817)

Tursiops Gervais, 1855

.. T, truncatus (Montagu, 1815)

2. T. catalania Gray, 1862

3. T. parvimanus (Reinhardt, 1889)

4. T. dawsoni Lyddekker, 1908

15,

43176
44176

43176
44177

44177
44177

44178

43178
43179
L1794
45179



Delphinus Linnaeus, 1758

52'
1, D. delphis Linnaeus, 1758
2. llvlongirostris Dussumier, 1829
- 3. D. voseiventris Wagner, 18u44-46
53.  Prodelphinus Gervais, 1880
P. malayanus {Lesson, 1826)
P, alope (Gray, 1850) .
F. ; . PHYSETERIDAE
‘54, Physeter Linnaeus, 1758
P. catodon Linnaeus, 1758
55. Kogia Gray, 1846
K. breviceps {Blainville 1838)
F, ! ZIPHTIDAE
56. Ziphius Cuvier, 1823
7. eavirostris Cuvier, 1823
57. Mesoplodon Gervais, 1850
1. M. densirostris Blainville, 1817
2. M. hotaula Deraniyagala, 1962
58. Hyperoodon (Lacepede, 1804)

H. pZanifTons Flower, 1882

42180
44180
4:180

4:180

4:181

4:181

4:181"

42181

44181
2:84

1:82.
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" RHACHIANECTIDAE

59. Rhachianectes Cope, 1869- '
R. glaucus (Cope, 1869) , 1:8l

CARNIVORA

MUSTELIDAE

60. . Lutra Brisson, 1762
L. lutra (Linnaeus, 1758) 3285
Subsp. nair (F. Cuvier, 1823) 3:85

CANIDAE

61. Canis Linnaeus, 1758
l. C. aureus Linnaeus, 1758

Subsp. lanka (Wroughton, 1916) 3:86

2. C. familiaris Linnaeus, l75é . 3:90
(Domestic dog -

Introduced by man & feral in some districts)
URSIDAE

62. Melursus Meyer, 1793
M. ursinus (Shaw, 1791) , 3:86
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F. VIVERRIDAE

63. Viverricula Hodgson, 1838
V. indica (Desmarest, 1817)

Subsp. mayori Pocock, 1933

64. Paradoxurus Cuvier, 1821
1. P. hermaphroditus (Pallas, 1777)

> A

65. Herpestes Illiger, 1811
1. H. edwardsi (E. Geoffroy, 1818)
Subsp. lanka (Wroughton, 1915)

2. H. fuscus Waterhouse, 1838
Subsp. fravidens (Kelaart, 1850)
Subsp. rubidor Pocock, 1937
Subsp. macecarthiae (Gray, 1851)
Subsp.” siceatus (Thomas, 1924)

3. H. smithi Gray, 1837
Subsp. zeylanicus Thomas, 1921

4. H. vitticollis Bennet, 1835

3386
3:86

3:86

%% (Endemic spp.) 2. P. zeylonensis (Pallas, in Schreber,1777) 3:86

3:87
3:87

3:87
3:87
3:87
3:87



19.

F.  FELIDAE
66. Felis Linnaeus, 1758 .
1. F. (Prionailurus) rubiginosa (s. Geoffroy 3487
31
2. F. (Zibethailurus) viverrina Bennet, 1833 3487
3. F. chaus Guldenstaedt, 1776 3:88
Subsp. affinis (Gray, 1830) 3.88
.(Domesticated, spp. ) *%% 4, F. catus Linnaeus, 1758 3:90
67. Panthera Oken, 1816
P. pardus (Linnaeus, 1758) 3:88
Subsp. fusca (Meyer, 1794%) 3,88
PROBOSCIDEA
. ELEPHANTIDAE
68. -Elephas Linnaeus, 1758
E. maximus Linnaeus, 1758 - 3:88
Subsp. maximus Linnaeus, 1758 3:88
. SIRENIA
F. DUGONGIDAE

69. Dugong Lacepede, 1799
D. dugon (Muller, 1776) 3:88
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EQUIDAE

.70,

SUIDAE

71.

TRAGULIDAE

72.

CERVIDAE

73.

.

PERISSODACTYLA

Equué Linnaeus, 1758
%%, eabgllus Linnaeus, 1758
(Domestic horse.

Semi-feral on the island of De%ft.)

ARTIODACTYLA

Sus Linnaeus, 1758
S. serofa Linnaeus, 1758

Subsp. eristatus (Wagner, 18399

Tragulus Brisson, 1752
'T. meminna Erxleben, 1777

Muntiacus Rafinesque, 1815 '
M., muntjak Zimmermann, 1780 _
Subsp. malabaricus Lydekker, 1915

Axis H. Smith, 1827
1. A. axis Erxleben, 1777
Subsp. ceylonensis Fischer, 1829

2. A. porcinus (Zimmermann, 1780)

Subsp. poreinus (Zimmermann, 1780)

3590

3:88
3:88

3:89
3:894

3489+

3:89

3:89
3:89{



75. Cervus Linnacus, 1758

)]

C. unicolor (Kgrr, 1792)
F. BOVIDAE

76. Bubalus H. Smith, 1827

B. bubalis (Linnaeus, 1758)

77. Bos Linnaeus, 1758
(Domesticated *%% 1, B. indicus Linnaeus, 1758
& 1ntroduced desest

2. B.. taurus Linhaeﬁs, 1758
. spp-) , .

78. Capra Linnaeus, 1758
(Domestlcated, SPD« )-kiC. hircus Llnnaeus, 1758

- 79. Ovis Linnaeus, 1758 .
" (Domesticated, spp- ). a%%0. aries Linnaeus, 1758

% The subspecies Macaca sznzca Zongtcaudata has also been
descrlbed by Deranlyagala, P.E.P. in the Spolia Leylanlca
. Vel. 30 (II) (1963) under - 'A New Subspec1es of Macaque

Macaca sinica Zongzcaudata from Ceylon.’

2]

. 3:89

3490

3:90

37990

3:90

13190

;(?agese 261 - 262)
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INDEX TO THE GENERA

(The numbers refer to the serial number given

to the genera in the text)

Axis 74 Hyperoodon 58
Balaenoptera 38 Hystrix 29
Bandicota 31 Kerivoula 16
Bos ‘ 77 Kogia 55
Bubalus 76 Lagenorhynchus u7
Canis 61 >Lepus 37
Capra 78 Loris 20
Cervus 75 Lutra 60
Crocidura 3 Macaca 22
Cynopterus 7 Manis 24
Delphinué | 52 Megaderma 10
Dugong 69 Megaptera 39
Elephas 68 Melursus 62
Equus 70 Mespolodon 57
Felis _ 66 Millafdia 35
Feroculus 1 Miniopterus 17
Funambulus 28 Muntiacus 73
Globiocephalus 45 Murina 15
Golunda 34 Mus 32
Grampus 46 Myotis 14
Hesperopfenus 12 Neophocaena 41
Herpestes ' 65 Orcella 43
Hipposideros 9 Orcinus 42
Homo 23 Ovis 99
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Scotophiius.

Panthera 67 13
" Paradoxurus 64 Sibbaldus 40
Petaurista 25 Solisarex L
Petinomys 26 - Sotalia L8
© Physeter - 54 Sousa 09
Pipistrellus 11 Steno 50
Presbytis - 21 Suncus 22
Prionailurus 66 Sus VAR
Prodelphinus .53 L Tadarida 19
Pseudorca Ly Tatera 30
| Ptercpus _ 5‘ Taphozoué 18
Rattus 33 Tragﬁlus‘ 72
Ratufa » 27 Tﬁrsiops 51
Rhachianectes 59 YVandeleuria 36
Rhinolophus 8 Viverricula 63
Rousettes 6 Zibethailurus 66
Ziphius 56

% Other names for -same Felis species

{a) Felis ;nubégiﬁaaa asas Prionoilurus rubiginosa

(b) Felis viverrina as Zibethailurns viverrina
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