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EDITORIAL 

NEW EDITORIAL POLICY 

In accordance with a decision of the Coconut Research Board, scientific 
articles embodying the detailed results of scientific research will not be 
published in future in the Ceylon Coconut Quarterly. Such material will 
be published in an Annual, as well as in the form of Bulletins occasionally 
published as and when the need arises. 

Further the Journal will be published once in six months., two quarterly 

issues being combined into one number. 
For a small organisation such as the Coconut Research Institute it is 

difficult to supply a regular series of articles based on our own investigations. 
We would therefore welcome articles from coconut planters based on their 
practical experience. 

In particular our ' Post Bag ' will be open to correspondents who wish to send letters to the 
Editor on matters of common interest. Our columns will be open as a forum of discussion. 

Soil Management 

We wish to invite our readers to the article entitled ' Notes on Soil Management on Coconut 
Estates ' by Mr. T. B. Paltridge appearing in this number. Mr, Paltridge has been a member 
of our staff since August, 1 9 5 5 . working as Agronomisf under the Colombo Plan, sponsored by 
the Government of Australia. 

^With his varied experience in Australia under conditftms of climate and agriculture different 
irdm our own, Mr. Paltridge questions the basis of some of our traditional methods of 
soil management as adopted on coconut estates. 

An article mi the saint- topic, by Dr. Salgado appeared in this Journal several years 
ago. "Soil Management on Coconut"( tC.C. Q., Vol. V, Nn. 3, p. 153). 

Soil management is both an art and a science. On its scientific aspects it will be 
the function of the Coconut Research Institute to experiment and provide unequivocal data. 
Conditions under which coconuts are cultivated in Ceylon vary, both in climate and soil, and a 
system of management suitable for one area may not apply to another, 

i 



O n some f u n d a m e n t a l aspects o f t h e coconu t p a l m o u r k n o w l e d g e is y e t meagre , 
" e x a m p l e o u r k n o w l e d g e o f t h e roo t s y s t e m o f t h e c o c o n u t p a l m , t h e func t ions a n d p h y 
o f t he d i f ferent t y p e s of roo ts is inadequate . S i m i l a r l y t h e m o i s t u r e re la t ions o f the 
p a l m , p rob lems "Of w a t e r economy i n re l a t i on t o d r y areas w h e r e coconuts a r e g r o w n y e t 
to be inves t i ga ted . 

T h e C o c o n u t R e s e a r c h B o a r d has there fo re r e c e n t l y dec ided t o establ ish a n e w D i v i s i 
P l a n t P h y s i o l o g y t o inves t iga te these aspects i n co -ope ra t i on w i t h t h e ex i s t i ng D i v i s i 
So i l C h e m i s t r y a n d A g r o n o m y . T h e s e inves t iga t ions w i l l n i l o u r gaps i n f u n d a m f t t a l k n o w ! 
w i t h o u t w h i c h s y s t e m s of managemen t w i l l r e m a i n m o r e i n t h e r e a l m o f specu la t ion . 

T h e economic aspects o f soi l m a n a g e m e n t me thods m u s t a l w a y s be kep t i n m i n d . . I 
recommenda t i ons o f n e w me thods based o n scient i f ic d a t a i t m u s t no t be f o r g o t t e n t h a t 
63 p e r cen t o f t h e c o c o n u t estates a re sma l l ho ld ings b e l o w 20 acres. A s such w h i l e mechani 
methods m a y su i t t he l a rge estates, t h e l im i ta t ions o f the m a j o r i t y o f t h e sma l l ho lders m 
kep t i n m i n d . 

Coconut Rehabilitation and the Manure Subsidy 
T h e ar t i c le b y the Commiss ioner , Coconu t R e h a b i l i t a t i o n en t i t led * T h e C o c o n u t R e h a 

t a t i o n Scheme ' a n d the cor respond ing ar t ic le o n ' Sma l l H o l d i n g s a n d Coconu t Rehabi l i ta t io . 
b y t h e A c t i n g D i r e c t o r a n d t h e B iome t r i c i an o f t h e C o c o n u t R e s e a r c h I n s t i t u t e s h o u l d b e i 
w i t h top ica l in terest , • t . 

I t shou ld be a m a t t e r o f g ra t i f i ca t ion t ha t t h e response t o t h e m a n u r e subs idy scheme shou 
exceed al l expec ta t ions . I n 1956 pe rm i t s w e r e issued t o o v e r 2,000 estates c o v e r i n g j us t a y 
200,000 acres a n d t o n e a r l y 20,000 s m a l l ho ld ings c o v e r i n g n e a r l y 100,000 acres, the t o t a l ac r~ L 

c o v e r i n g a l i t t le less t h a n one- th i rd o f t h e t o t a l coconu t a rea i n C e y l o n . 

T h e response o f t h e sma l l ho lders is p a r t i c u l a r l y encourag ing . A n ana lys is o f the a p p " 
ca t ions fo r subs idy b y s ize of sma l l ho ld ings s h o w s t h a t i n t h e C h i l a w D is t r i c t , n e a r l y h a l f t f t 
app l ica t ions {44.5 p e r c e n t ) came f r o m sma l l ho ld ings o f less t h a n 2$ acres. 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y t h e unpreceden ted d r o u g h t w e h a v e been passing t h r o u g h d u r i n g 1956 w i 
to a d isappo in t ing e x t e n t , reduce the effects o f m a n u r i n g o n an t i c i pa ted c r o p responses. I t i 
h o p e d t h a t th is s h o u l d n o t d iscourage coconu t estates f r o m tak ing the ful lest a d v a n t a g e o f the* 
generous subsidies p r o v i d e d b y t h e G o v e r n m e n t . 

Soil Fertility la the Tropica 
I n V o l u m e V I , N o s . 1/2 o f th is J o u r n a l w e h a d t h e p r i v i l ege of pub l i sh ing a n a r t i c le en t i t l ed 

' M ine ra l Fe r t i l i se rs a n d T r o p i c a l O i l P l a n t s ' b y P r e v o t a n d O l lagn ie r o f t he R e s e a r c h I n s t i t u t e 
f o r F a t s a n d Oi ls , Pa r i s . * 

A m o r e popu la r a r t i c le ent i t led ' Pr inc ip les App l i cab le t o t h e Ma in tenance o f t h e F e r t i l i t y 
o f C u l t i v a t e d Soi ls i n T r o p i c a l Countr ies ' b y M. F e r r a n d of th is same Ins t i t u t e appears i n t h e 
cu r ren t numbe r . 

T h e obse rva t i ons .made a re based on e x t e n s i v e inves t iga t ions ca r r i ed ou t i n F r e n c h T r o p i c a l 
A f r i c a b y Sub-s ta t ions o f t h e I ns t i t u t e on a v a r i e t y o f t rop ica l c rops , inc lud ing o i l p a l m s a n d 
coconu ts . 

I t is hoped t o pub l i sh i n f u t u r e issues f u r t h e r ar t ic les o f th is n a t u r e , as t he re a r e lessons 
w h i c h p lan ters i n o u r o w n c o u n t r y c a n l ea rn f r o m these inves t iga t ions . 




