
Peace in North & East of Sri Lanka : Some Facts 

Peace Attempts 
T h i m p u i n Ju ly 1985 
The T a m i l m i l i t an t g roups urged the government to accept four pr incip les i nc lud ing the r igh t to self de terminat ion and the recognit ion 
of the no r th and east as the t rad i t iona l T a m i l home land . 

Ju ly 1987 
Ind ian Pr ime Min is ter Rajeev Gandh i and Sri Lankan President J. R.Jayewardene s igned the Indo-Sr i Lanka Peace Accord i n Colombo. 
The T a m i l m i l i t an t g roups agreed to hand over their arms. Prov inc ia l counci ls were in t roduced . I nd ian Peace Keep ing Force 
(IPKF) star ted the i r operat ions in N o r t h & Hast, the LTTE resisted d isa rmament a t tempts by the 1PKF resu l t ing in the death of 1500 
Ind ian soldiers. 

A p r i l 1989 - June 1990 
President R.Premadasa engaged in direct commun ica t ions w i t h the LTTE leadership i n seeking a peaceful sett lement for the 
conf l ic t . 

February 1990 
Fo rma l peace ta lks between the government and the LTTE commenced at the Co lombo . Ind ia w i t h d r e w the last of its forces f r o m 
Sri Lanka in early 1990. 

Oc tober 1994 

President Chandr i ka K u m a r a t u n g a in i t ia ted peace talks w i t h the LTTE. 

January 1995 
The Zri Lankan Governmen t and the LTTE agreed to a cessation of host i l i t ies as a p re l im ina ry step to a government - in i t ia ted p lan 
fo r peace negot iat ions. Howeve r , in A p r i l 1995, the L I T E resumed host i l i t ies w i t h an attack on Tr incomalee Nava l base. 
December 2001 

F o l l o w i n g the e lect ion of the new government , the LTTE and the government declared un i la te ra l ceasefires. 

February 2002 
The Governmen t and the LTTE signed a Ceasefire Agreement (CFA) w i t h N o r w e g i a n fac i l i ta t ion and peace talks began in December 
2002. A l te r three rounds, peace ta lks broke d o w n on 22nd A p r i l 2003. 
31st October 2003, the LTTE issued its o w n peace proposal , cal l ing for an In te r im Sel f -Govern ing Au tho r i t y ( ISGA). The government 's 
coa l i t ion par tners rejected this proposa l . 
Mean t ime, I h e eastern C o m m a n d e r of the LTTE, V i n a y a g a m u r t h i Mu ra l i dha ran (Colonel Karuna) broke off f r om the LTTE a long 
w i t h 5,000 eastern cadres and subsequent ly f o rmed a po l i t i ca l par ty k n o w n as the T a m i l Eelam M a k k a l V i du tha la i Pu l ika l (TMVP) 
N o v e m b e r 2005 
The LTTE enforced a v o t i n g p roh ib i t i on i n areas unde r its cont ro l i n pres ident ia l elect ion. 

SLFP candidate , M r . M a h i n d a Rajapakse was v ic to r ious and of fered to h o l d uncond i t i ona l peace talks w i t h the LTTE. 

February 2006 
The co-chairs of the T o k y o Donor conference cal led on bo th part ies to re tu rn to the negot ia t ing 
table. Both part ies agreed and new talks he ld i n Geneva, Sw i tze r land on 22nd -23rd February. 

8 th -9 th June 2006 
Fur ther peace ta lks were scheduled in Oslo, N o r w a y , bu t cancel led w h e n the LTTE refused to meet the government delegat ion. 
21st July 2006; The LTTE closed the sluice gates of the M a v i l A r u reservoir . The clashes e rup ted on 2nd Augus t 2006. 

28th -29 th October 2006 
Despi te these incidents, both part ies agreed to uncond i t i ona l l y at tend peace talks in Geneva 
on 28th -29th October, the peace talks broke d o w n due to d isagreements over the reopen ing of the A9 h ighway . 

11th Ju ly 2007 

The A r m y ' s capture of the last eastern s t rongho ld of the L I T E at Thopp iga la . 

3 r d January 2008 
The Gove rnmen t of Sri Lanka f o rma l l y no t i f i ed its decision to terminate the Ceasefire Agreement (CFA) between the Governmen t 
and the (LTTE). 
15 N o v 2008 Pooneryn l iberated. 
02 Jan 2009 K i l i nochch i t o w n captured by SL A r m y . 18 , h M a y 2009 defeat of L I T E o f f ic ia l ly announced by President of Sri Lanka. 

Internally Displaced People (IDPs) as at 05.11.2009 

• Tota l 1DP were 250,000 (Aprox . at the end of the 
human i ta r i an operat ion) 

• 130,000 IDPs were released 

• Over 11,000 former LTTE combatants are being rehabi l i tated 

• 18 p r imary heal th centers are i n seven wel fare vi l lages i n 
Vavun iya Distr ict 

• Over 3,000 patients are treated dai ly 

• Restrict ions imposed on the movement of c iv i l ians in the 1DP 
centers w i l l be l i f ted w i t h effect f r o m 1st December 2009 

• Resettlements w i l l be completed by 31.01.2010 
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