
I N T E G R X T I O Y  OF FOLK NEDIA !VITH MASS MEDIA ; 

A STUDY ON MtZHkVJZLI COMMUiJITY i i A D I C  FGLK 

MEDIA A D O P T I O N S ,  S R I  L-4NKA !RG/~~/SS/~) 

T h i s  s t u d y  f o c u s s e d  on t h r e e  F o l k  media a d o p t i o n s  o f  t h e  

Mahaweli Community Rad io  (MCR) . They a r e  t h e  t tKavikolay2,tt  

which was b r o a d c a s t  o v e r  t h e  G i r a n d u r u k o t t e  C o ~ m u n i t y  Radio 

(GCR), t h e  I t S o k a r i t 1  a d o p t i o n  which was b r o a d c a s t  o v e r  G C R ,  

s p e c i a l l y  produced f o r  t h e  pu rpose  o f  t h i s  s t u d y ,  a n d  t h e  

ItKanka.riyatf which was 3n a d o p t i o n  o f  t l T h o v i l  ,~,_n.d b r o a d c ~ ~ s  t 

o v e r  t h e  r e g i o n a l  s t a t i o n  o f  Knndy, 

The o v e r a l l  o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h e  s t u d y  isas t o  find o u t  how 

S r i  Lankan f o l k  media c o u l d  be a d o p t e d  t o  r a d i o ,  It s p e c i -  

f i c a l l y  a t t e m p t e d  t o  s t u d y  t h e  i rnpact  o f  XCR Talk media  

a d o p t i o n s  and  t o  d e v e l o p  f o l k  media for:aatr, f o r  Comrrunity 

Radio .  

A mul t i -method r e s e a r c h  d e s i g n  w s s  used .  

A l l  t h r e e  prozrarnmes were e f f e c t i v e  2nd  e f f i c i e n t .  The 

l e v e l  o f  l i s t e n e r s h i p  and t h e  i m p n c t  made by t ! ~ e s z  prcgrammes 

were s a t i s f a c t o r y .  

The f o l k  media f o r n l a t s  had  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  c o n t r l b ~ i t e d  

towards  f a c i l i t a t i n g  a. two ?vay c o m m u n i c ~ t i o n  approach  which i s  

promoted by Community Radio.  These programmes have t h e  p o t e n t i a l  



cf g e n e r a t i n g  a l i v e l y  d i a l o g u e  axong i t s  l i s t e n e r s .  

I t  i s  recommended that us ing  Fo lk  i r i ~ d i a  f o r  Development 

Communication p l r p o s e s  s h o u l d  be s u s t a i n e d ,  f u r t h e r  exp lo red  

a n d  developed i n  o r d e r  t o  build a n a t i o n a l  comnunication 

programme t h a t  would a d e q u a t e l y  r e a c h  t h z  r u r a l  ~ s s s .  
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