© ' FOOD PRODUCTION ON ESTATES*
PRELIMINARY REPORT *
- 'ROLAND.V. NORRIS  ~

* The areas allotted to the Tea Research
Institute have beén distributed, for purposes
of supervislon, as follows —

Uva S
> Dimbula -
' Dickoya. ' }Dr Eden
Dolosbage and Kotmale :
. Nuwera Eliya . |
Pussellawa , }Dr Bond
-, Statistics generally — ’_ Dr. Gadd.

. The-information so:far’ available is of
a rather general and incomplete nature and
the issue of the contemplated Food Produc-

" tion Retummurgentlyreqtﬂredifanything

.like a complete picture is to be obtained
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to do well ‘but they are not yet mature
and no yield - figures are . yet available,
Yams have also been planted in a small
block (laboratory- compound). These have
grown well, particularly Colocasms, but. are
not yet mature

" Trials of other crops — Maize, Cumbu.
Cowpea,: Sorghum -—— have been made in
pruned areas of mature tea. and/or in young
tea clearings (1238).

**The diﬁerenoe bétween these two areas

. iw strikihg ‘In the young clearings, where

perhaps - better ‘results might have been

.dxpected the crops are stunted and hava :

be.considered a-failure. - Artificial manures

" have not beenavailable.and this no doubt -
- - partly -aceounts for, the. unfavourable Tesult,
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‘ OnSt Cwmbts»roott:rops eg,mamoc-‘ =
"andsweetpotatoes.havebeenplanted‘up'
“in various areas. ‘Both of these crops- seem.

but, thenmain reason: is pmbably e ques,_;

theamas

m__ W
'memioneﬂ above which are aliwated w the 'l'ea“

Besearcw Instll.ute ﬁor mpervisim ) il
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-and  manures
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tion of cuitivation. This land before plant-

ing in tea was patna and it is clear that in

the few years that have elapsed since open-
ing, the amount of cultivation and green
manuring has been insufficient to bring the
land into the state of fertility which exists
in mature tea areas which have for a much
longer period received normal cultivation
(artificials and green
manures).

In the pruned areas of mature téﬁ,
Cumbu and Maize both' initially grew
reasonably weli ; Cowpea must be consid-

. ered a failure, the main catise being no

doubt excessive rain leading to disease. - It
has also been heavily attacked by eelworms.
Very little ¢crop will however be. obtained

from the Cumbu as heavy rain at the time
of flowering has prevented setting of grain..

The yield from the Maize is also likely to
be:very moderate as the number of cobs is
small. : L
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- May 657 14
June 1515 . 27 -
July. 2222 28
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DIMBULA, DICKOYA DOLOSBAGE-KOTMALE

Preliminary results’ from estates con-

firm . generally the impression gained at.

St Coombs and indicate. that for the wet
season root crops are ihe only ones likely

to give results. (Groundnut is perhaps
worthy of trial). They also confirm the
opinion previously expressed by the Insti-
tute in regard to the unsuitability of the
local patnas for food production.

The general inference from the above,

_8abject to final results, is that in the wet

areas most of the crops tried, except roots,
are nat likely to give material results in the
Yala season though better results are likely
tobeobtmnedmtheNorthEast -In any
season the availability of manures is likely
to have a determining influence and tilth 1a
obviously also of importance.
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The data so far avai!able refers chieﬁy
to the Bandarawela-Haputale side, reports
from the Badulla area being few in number
to date. Though a few individual estates
have had some success, the general result
may be summed up in the followirig réport

| received recently from the Chairman of the

Bandarawela-Haputale Food - Commifttee :
“There is no doubt that most experiiments
have'.been complete. failures or- very .dis-
appointing for the past season. A few of
- ug, like, myself and Macaldenlya, who. are .

more favourably situated, have been falrly

successful with some crops. There is very.

" little doubt in my mind that, except for, .

possibly, vegetables and dairy cattle,. thu-
tale is not a suitable district for fond pm-
duction.” . - ;

'I‘he weather has of course been un—
favourable owing to severe drought in Ji une’
and July. The manure question, here as
elsewhere, has' also had a marked mﬂuence

on results.
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: With regard to individual crops, the
One estate which has ‘generally speaking

%

followmg provisional comments are made :
been the most successful gives the follow- .

ing yields obtained in jungte clearings :—

- 118-12 bushelx per.acre

Meneri . -
Kurakkan . ‘e 8 '12 LI 1] - . . e e L
Cumbu 18 o » . .»n (Interplanted in tea . -
- 3 bushels per acre)
Maize - 19 > ", o»
P V;Kﬂu“ ‘i e » . o» s .
' Generally, however, %Mve been Much damage has been gaused to food

far less ‘succeasful; - _
' Kollu hds been fairly widely “GTOWN .

and-seems'one’of the most promising for 7

the dry season in Uva aa it -doeés not requim

“a particularly fertile soil; : :
Dwarf Bean (Gas bonchi) which at one

. time looked promising, has . proved dis-

appointing. _ Severe damage has- been’ o

mused by, "Cutwurms." e .
: Qumbu has' given prom.tamg remm on
' Beveral estates but is. badly attacked by .
birds. Heads. are ‘smaller .than - nonnal
posslbly dug to the varlety of .geed,
- fﬁorphﬂmatartedwm but hasgenerally
Iaﬂad m mtm‘ oty . T o .
‘ H»aizeimdonewallrnneatat&where
.. rainfall. has been fayourable. .. E
-_ - dfamkm-&mthr reauﬂssm Haize
O minor g:‘ains Meneri sééins to‘héve
..done best. Complaihta are W .g‘read of
- . damage !fY pests; ey, ratgz squ
monkeys, ete. . S i
. "Root Crops have bedit f”airiy Widely
| tried.” Acmpof'?ﬂolb peramofsvveet
.potatoes is repcrted from: one estate. -

1 am indebted to Mr. Harbord “the‘

~ Agyicultural Officer, E.D,, for his co-opera- ="

Yion in obtalnlng

inhisarea

' J . i : i ..u..).umw...
: The results generally are mmi}ar

thoseintheHaputalearea IR
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informauon ab_out results
& t‘;’l?’w.

tu

. Y

Crops by excesswe wmds )
NUWARA ELYA .
Horse Gram “and Cowpea" haVe done

‘ betm than other crops but the yield even.

from the best of, these trials is unhkely to
be, very aatisacumr -

“At the hlgher elevation it la proving'
very. difficult 'to Snd- erops ‘that will grow’

- at "all well.: One estate in -Kandapola

repoits - that - even Sweet: Potato was-a
failure, It ‘has been suggested an experl-
"imental plot might be opehed at Nuwara
. Eliya or Kandapola to try out different
varteties L
e PUSSELLAWA

Ml eatates Aare repowed to be co-operat-
ing and ‘progress has been made. In the’
_present geason root crops.have been the
baaisa!workonmoatestatesandtheaeare ,
believed to be doing well.-.On certain.
estates_deniyas_are being converted into
paddy ‘fand and' gmundnut.s have been
sucwss{ully grown. :

On a Goveriuient experimenta} area at
New Peacoék, Kurakkan was unsuccessful’
and Cawgea has now bheén - planted' ‘

GENERAL

Theve A8 A general impression in the .
..areas under dis¢ussion that food ‘production

e I

| omigea eatates s ‘tnagt--anlikely- to -yleld- - -

.results in .any. way_ comparable with the
Iabour and expenditure involved. e
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The opinion is widely held that food
will be produced in the required amounts
only by the utilisation of land outside
estates where conditions of elevation and
climate are more suitable.

The effort to promote such cultivation
by means of syndicates has however not

made material progress, largely due to un-
certainties which still prevail as to the
legal and financial obligations of estates
combining to form such syndicates. It
would seem most desirable that a clear
statement should be issued by Government
at the earliest possible date defining such
obligations. -






